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INTRODUCTION. 


L ITTLE is known of the early history of the present contents of the 
Windsor Armoury, as no record remains of any list or inventory 
previous to its incorporation with the Carlton House Collection 
formed by the Prince Regent. Of the existence of Guard Chambers in the 
Castle we have ample proof, for Windsor was originally a fortified strong¬ 
hold or fortress as well as a Royal Palace, and, consequently, possessed a 
store of arms. Certainly it was not then a Museum, but an Arsenal from 
which armaments might be drawn in large quantities, for whose up-keep the 
all-powerful Governor of the Palace was responsible. As late as 1748, Pote, 
in his description of the Castle, says, “ for the greater state of this officer, 
a Guard Room or magazine of arms was still retained in the Round Tower 
by the Governor’s lodgings.” However, treasures must formerly have been 
handed down in these arsenals, for no less a person than Prince Rupert was 
at one time Governor of Windsor Castle, and his love of the beautiful would 
undoubtedly leave its mark upon the Armoury. But this was at an end 
under the Commonwealth, when the Castle was robbed of its glories, and 
the armour and arms contained therein put to practical purposes. Charles II. 
on his accession was forced to re-establish and replenish the then empty Guard 
Chambers, and “ a large magazine of arms was arranged in most beautiful 
order.” 

To what realms of imagination are we not transported in musing on 
those treasures of armour and arms that Windsor Castle possessed in mediaeval 
and early Tudor times ? What helm, shield or sword has not the Armoury 
contained, whose historic or sentimental associations picture for us those deeds 
of chivalry in which they figured ? May not the “ tres belle harnois de teste ” 
worn by King Henry V. at the battle of Agincourt have rested, in peace, 
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side by side with the “ armure blanche ” of the martyred Maid of Orleans, 
sent, we are vaguely told, to the next Henry for his acceptance ? If the 
armour were of precious metal, no doubt the melting-pot was its fate, but 
if of simple iron, it was broken up to mend armaments of later date, which 
in turn are now fertilizing the earth with their rust. 

The first recorded statement of the actual existence of armour in Windsor 
Castle we find in a MS. volume presented to the Society of Antiquaries in 
London by Gustavus Brander in 1775.* It is a well written manuscript, dealing 
in inventory form with the contents of the Royal Palaces, taken in the first 
year of Edward VI. [1547]. This volume treats of the jewels, glass, plate, 
etc., and the armouries and ordnance at the Tower, Calais, Westminster, 
Greenwich, Hampton Court, and elsewhere. 

Unfortunately there is only one short reference to Windsor Castle, which 
appears in an order sent by the Lords of the Council to John Lindsay, the 
“ Kinges Majestes Armourer,” to receive at Windsor from Sir Thomas Wollner, 
the “ Kinges armourer,” the following list of pieces :— 


“ Windeso*.—Allmayne Revette brestes . 
Backes to the same 
Splintes to them . 

Sallettes and Scullez . 
Gorgette of Maile 
Kodpeces of stele . 


CCC IIIJ IIIJ. 

XX 

CCC IIIJ IJ. 

XX 

CCC IIIJ PAIER. 
CCCLVIJ. 
CCCLXXVIJ. 
CCCLXIX. 


All which Parcell^ were delivered by M r Warde to the said John Lynsf.y by 

COMAUNDEMENT OF MY LoRDE PROTECTO R AND OTHER THE LoRDES OF THE CoUNCELL AT 

Leaden Hall in Maye anno predicto [1547]-” 


The creation of the Windsor Armoury as a museum of armour and 
arms is of comparatively recent date, for it was not until the year 1842 that 
the Prince Consort, ever ahead of his time as regards appreciation of Art, himself 
arranged the comprehensive collection, in a series of deep glass cases, fitted 
in the passage way known as the North Corridor, which leads from the octagonal 
Dining-Room to the grand Reception Room. There it remained until the 

* The remainder of the inventory is in the Harleian collection of MSS., and is 
contained in MSS. 1419 A and B. 
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accession of His Majesty King Edward VII., when it became evident that 
this really fine collection was a hidden treasure of the Castle, for although 
the armour and arms were to a certain extent tastefully arranged in the North 
Corridor, space would not permit of any form of classification or chronological 
order. Of course, as was only to be expected in the first half of the 19th 
century, the knowledge of armour and arms, with very few exceptions, was 
practically non-existent; a sword and a suit of armour were regarded as so many 
implements of warfare, irrespective of date or nationality. It must be remembered 
that nearly all the offensive arms were formed into a collection by the Prince 
Regent, afterwards King George IV., to whom Windsor Castle owes such a deep 
debt of gratitude as regards its art treasures. Whether the Prince Regent 
collected any of these arms originally from Windsor Castle to place in his 
armoury at Carlton House, it is now impossible to say; this would seem 
improbable, for, though the Castle, as we know, before the alterations made 
by Sir Jeffery Wyatville about 1827, possessed three armouries—the King’s 
Guard Chamber (now the Grand Reception Room), the Queen’s Guard Chamber 
(now the Guard Chamber), and the Armoury in the Round Tower (now 
converted into rooms Nos. 643, 644, 658, and 659)—not one of these 
contained any particular treasures in the way of arms. The armouries, as far 
as we are able to judge, must have been decorated much after the fashion of the 
Guard Chamber of Hampton Court, which to-day still retains its original 
William III. arrangement of such armour and arms as it possesses, consisting of 
troopers’ flint-lock guns, pikes, regulation swords, quantities of late 17th century 
breast and back-plates, and occasional solitary pieces of armour of earlier 
date/* Such, beyond the possession of a few fine suits, was formerly the 
condition of the Guard Chambers of Windsor Castle. The collection we now 
see was brought together through King George IV., by means of presentations, 
gifts, and purchases. The evolution in taste has taught us to regret many of 
the acquisitions then made, for although the Prince Regent secured splendid 
guns, fine swords, and elaborate hunting implements, he also paid heavy 

* The King’s Guard Chamber at Hampton Court was arranged by a gunsmith named 
Harris, under the direction of Sir Christopher Wren, for King William III. “ Harris also 
arranged the Guard Chambers in the Tower and Windsor, receiving a pension from the 
Crown for his ingenuity .”—Apelles Britannic a, 1740. 
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sums for poor specimens of ethnological weapons which to-day pass almost 
unnoticed as curiosities, and find no place in a serious arsenal or collection. 
We are bound to make these few disparaging remarks to explain the presence 
of certain duplicated specimens of Oriental arms in the Collection. Many a 
Malay creese, or inferior Asiatic weapon, might well have remained unpurchased, 
if only in its stead some artistically fine European arm, offensive or defensive, 
had found its way into the Armoury, at a time when such could be obtained 
at a moderate cost in almost any curiosity shop ; a state of things, envied by 
the ardent collector of to-day, who will scour Europe to secure even a solitary 
specimen. These remarks, however, are by the way, and may be relegated 
to the category of useless regrets ; this book having been written with the 
sole object of supplying a detailed and accurate description in which the spirit 
of carping criticism finds no place. It is satisfactory to know, however, that 
each item in its particular class can stand the most severe scrutiny. Much is 
fully shewn here, that even in the finest arsenals of Europe is hardly repre¬ 
sented, the series of Court or “small” swords of the 18th century being 
without parallel in a Crown collection. The firearms are splendid, and the 
treasures of earlier date almost matchless. 

King George IV. had a nucleus to work upon, it is true, for his father 
possessed a small collection of ancient weapons; these were kept at Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor Park, a house that stood formerly upon the site of the present 
Royal Mews. In August, 1822, this small armoury was removed to Carlton 
House, where, thanks to the care with which the Inventory was compiled, we 
are always able to see, by an added note, when an object formed part of King 
George the Third’s Collection. It is extremely curious to find that there is 
no record extant of the way in which the Windsor Collection became possessed 
of a few of its finest and most famous treasures. The superb embossed Rondache 
so long known, erroneously, as the “ Cellini Shield,” is an instance of this, for it 
does not figure in the Prince Regent’s Collection, nor, prior to that, does any 
note exist in the Windsor chronicles as to its presence in the Castle. There is, 
of course, the slight possibility that, like so many fine objects at that time, it 
may have been passed over and unappreciated. We literally find no note of this 
Rondache until as late as 1852, when Joseph Nash, in a drawing of the Guard 
Chamber, depicts it in the glass case over the fire-place, where it remained until 
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quite recent years. The fable that the Shield was given by Henry VIII. to 
Francis I. on the Field of the Cloth of Gold, can hardly be eliminated from 

the minds of the Castle guides even to the present day. We should like, if 

possible, to believe that this superb shield was originally in such noble and 
ancient collections as those possessed by the Tudors and the Stuarts, or even the 
later Hanoverian Monarchs. In the opinion of the writer, however, the shield 
joined the Royal Collection as late as the second quarter of the 19th century 
—affording another evidence of the foresight displayed by the Prince Consort 
in his many purchases for the Royal Collection. 

Other important exhibits also remain unrecorded in the old inventories, 
but these, to a certain extent, may be accounted for. They are, one and all, 
the suits which formerly adorned the walls of the three Guard Chambers. 
These Chambers no doubt relied upon the Tower of London for their original 
furnishing, which in turn has supplied Hampton Court, St. James’s Palace, 

Edinburgh Castle, the Royal Hospital, Dublin, and, on three occasions, Windsor 

Castle. The Tower parted, in the first case, with some of its possessions to 
the Castle of Windsor at the time of Charles II., when it stocked the armoury 
with useful arms and ordinary armour for “ tasteful displayal.’’ A century 
and a half later, when further armour and arms were requisitioned after the 
alterations of Wyatville, a second call was made upon the Tower, further stores 
being taken to decorate the Guard Chamber; then, alas! although the Windsor 
Armoury was the richer, the Tower of London lost, through the absolutely 
ignorant selection of the objects chosen, much historical armour in the extra 
pieces, double sets or parts of sets, belonging to suits there, which, perforce, 
must for ever remain incomplete. 

When, in 1902, King Edward VII. was presented, by a party of gentle¬ 
men, with the fine suit of armour made for Sir Christopher Hatton, the saddle- 
plates and chanfron were found to be already in the Windsor Collection, 
having been sent with the second importation of armour from the Tower. 
The third call upon the Tower’s Armoury was at a time when alterations 
were made in the Castle after the death of her late Majesty in 1902, further 
armour and arms being required for the decoration of the Grand Staircase. 
Then, however, nothing was removed from the Tower that possessed any 
historical value, and the suits which found their way to Windsor were in 
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many cases of doubtful authenticity, though sufficiently answering the purpose 
of decoration. Besides the few suits taken in 1902 from the Tower, 
a few hafted weapons and individual pieces of armour were selected to make 
up the requisite number of pieces desired. These were all examples of no 
importance, and are but barely noted in this work. 

It is due to the initiative taken by His Majesty King Edward VII. 
in reorganising the Armoury of Windsor Castle, that order has superseded 
chaos, and the searching inquiry made as to the true origin of many of 
the exhibits has upset many an old accepted tradition. 

This work, the first of a series on the Royal Collection at Windsor, has 
been produced by command of His Majesty the King by his devoted and 
dutiful subject and loyal servant, 

GUY FRANCIS LAKING. 
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THE ARMOURY OF 
WINDSOR CASTLE 


CASE A. 


T HE Grand Staircase, on which are placed the Cases A, B, and C, was built in the 
year i860 by Antony Salvin on the site of an open court or light shaft. 

Over Case A is hung a trophy of arms, consisting of a half suit of armour, 
built up of various portions of an engraved suit of the third quarter of the 16th century ; 
the breastplate is a little anterior to the remaining portion of the suit; it has engraved in the 
centre a figure of the Virgin. Behind the suit is a shirt of mail, probably Oriental, dating 
from the commencement of the 15th century ; on either side are hung breastplates of 
English workmanship of the second half of the 17th century, and below, the left arm of a 
pair (the fellow is over Case C) of fine and complete arm-pieces, the various borders of which 
are etched and gilt with scroll-work, the inner bend of the arm being protected by laminated 
plates. They are probably of Milanese workmanship of the second half of the 16th century; 
above are hung two engraved morion helmets. Besides the armour the trophy is completed 
with two “ swept’’-hiked rapiers dating from the early part of the 17th century, two basket- 
hilted swords of the same date, two Sergeant’s spontoons, temp. George I., two flint-lock 
pistols of the early part of the 18th century, and four “plug” bayonets of the same date. 
Behind the coat-of-mail is a copy of a Swiss “ Schiesspr'ugel or “ Morning Star.” 


i-A Flint-lock Pistol or Tack. 

Scotch workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The stock is entirely of silver, finishing at the butt in a thistle-like form ; in the 
extremity screws a pricker, the handle of which is of gold and spheroidal in form, graven 
with a rose-like ornament ; the trigger is of the same material and form. The enrichments 
are characteristic of nearly all Scotch weapons—Runic knots, geometrical ornaments, etc., 
deeply engraved and broadly inlaid with gold. In the butt are inlaid two oval panels, 
one engraved with the Standard of England surmounted by a crown and surrounded by 
the motto of the Garter, the other engraved with the monogram G. r. hi. encircled 
by the Garter motto. Immediately below the breech is also inlaid a thistle surmounted 
by a crown. The barrel is 7^ in. long, fluted at the breech and facetted at the nozzle, 
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at the extreme end of which it widens slightly to a trumpet-like form, its whole surface 
deeply engraved with scroll-work, a form of decoration borrowed from the French 
Louis XV. school. Ordinary flint-lock, chiselled with scroll-work in low relief, and 
inscribed with the name of the maker : ion Christie * Stirling ; on the reverse side to 
the lock, engraved on the stock, runs the following Latin inscription: totum hoc 
opus sua manu perfecit joannes Christie. Above this is applied the belt-hook, a 
portion of which is pieced a jour with a thistle and crown. [See Plate i. 


2—A Flint-lock Pistol or Tack. 

Scotch workmanship , iSth Century. 

This pistol belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge 
to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is entirely of steel, and formed on exactly the same principle as the last 
described, the pricker in the extreme end in this case being lost. The trigger is of silver, 
and spheroidal in form. The whole stock deeply engraved with small spiral scrolls and 
Runic ornaments broadly incrusted with silver, and inlaid with an oval silver medallion 
on either side of the lower part of the stock. The barrel is 9 in. long, fluted at the breech, 
and facetted at the muzzle, where it also widens to a slight trumpet-like form ; the surface 
is engraved with scroll-work. Ordinary flint-lock, but having on the back of the hammer 
a curious wheel-like projection, a feature often seen in Scotch snap-hance pistols of earlier 
date, and from which this formation must have originally been derived. The surface of the 
lock is engraved with scrolls and the name of the maker : alex e - Campbell duni fecit. 
The belt-hook is applied on the opposite side to the lock. (See Note after Nos. 7 and 8.) 


3 & 4—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols or Tacks. 

Scotch workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

These pistols were given to the Royal Collection by the Chiel Baron Sir A. 

Macdonald, in April, 1805. 

The stocks are of copper gilt, and fashioned on the usual Highland principle, the 
butt of each fitted with a pricker, the handle of which is thistle-shaped, as is also the 
trigger; the whole of the stocks are engraved with duplicated bands of frieze ornaments, 
trophies of dead game, festoons of flowers and scroll-work, and at the extreme breech 
a lion regardant crowned, an enrichment, not in the least suggestive of their Scotch 
origin, but rather the ornamentation seen on some German Jager’s sword or Hirschfanger 
of late date. On either side of the lower parts of the stocks are inlaid oval silver 
panels, the one panel engraved with a thistle crowned, and the motto beneath, 
nemo me impune lacessit ; the other with a shield of arms, bearing the motto per mare 
per terras. The barrels are yf- in. long, the surface of each blued, fluted at the breech 
and widening into a moulding at the muzzle, engraved with interlaced thistle and rose 
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foliage. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with scroll-work and flowers, and with the 
maker’s name in a ribbon : j. Murdoch. Blued steel belt-hooks. Both locks are 
attached to the right-hand side of the stocks ; one hammer is missing. [&e Plate i. 

Sc 6—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols or Tacks. 

Scotch workmanship , late i 8 th Century. 

These pistols were given to the Prince of Wales—afterwards King George IV.— 
by the officers of the Caithness Fencibles, the presentation being made by 
Sir John Sinclair, May 13, 1800, “as a testimony of their humble but 
unfeigned affection.” 

The stocks are entirely of steel, fashioned on the approved Scotch principle, their 
surface blued, and mounted at the pommel with silver rosettes. The handles of the 
prickers contained therein are of silver and gold, formed as a Royal crown resting 
upon an orb ; the triggers shaped as acorns, in silver-gilt. The surface of the stocks is 
in places engraved and gilt, with sprays of the rose, shamrock and thistle, crossed 
broadswords, lion and unicorn heads, and chequered ornaments. On either side of the 
stocks are oval gold medallions, on one side engraved with a Highlander, on the other 
side the Gaelic inscription : uaith na gaisgich, dona ghaisgeach. Below the breeches 
are the Royal Arms of England, surrounded by the Garter and surmounted by the crown ; 
and below the ramrod sockets silver panels, surmounted by the Prince of Wales’s feathers, 
and inscribed, “ from the officers of the Rothesay and Caithness fencibles regt. to 
his royal highness the prince of wales.” The barrels are ~j\ in. long each, faceted at 
the breech and muzzle, engraved and enriched with gold inlay, inscribed : gun makers 
to his majesty, edin 11 -, referring to the name of the makers, innes and Wallace, 
which is upon the lock-plates. The flint-locks work on the ordinary principle. Both 
locks are on the right-hand side of the stocks. \See Plate 1. 


Sc 8—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols or Tacks. 

Scotch workmanship , late iyth Century. 

The stocks are entirely of steel, and of Scotch Highland form, the prickers in the 
butts having flattened, spheroidal handles, engraved with rose-like ornaments. The same 
form is utilised for the triggers, all the decoration of the stocks being composed of 
Runic knotted work, scrolls, etc., in places inlaid with silver. Engraved in oval silver 
panels on either side of the butts are the Prince of Wales’s feathers, and the motto ich 
dien. The barrels are 8 in. long, partly faceted at the breech and muzzle, and engraved 
with scroll-work. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed with the name of the maker : thos. 
caddell. On the back of the hammers will be found the curious wheel-like form seen 
in the pistol No. 2. 

Thomas Caddell, the earliest recorded maker of this form of pistol, commenced 
work at Doune in about 1646; he learned his trade at Muthill. Two of his apprentices, 

3 


B 2 


Windsor Collection. 

named John and Alexander Campbell, also became famous makers. (See No. 2 in this 

Catalogue.) [&<? Plate i. 

9-A Dirk. 

The mounts of Scotch workmanship , the second half of the 18 th Century. The blade 

is dated 1729. 

This dirk belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge to 

Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt is silver-mounted, with flat, cap-like pommel and short straight quillons, 

finishing in lobe ornaments. The grip lessens from the pommel to the quillons ; it is 
of wood, overlaid with tortoise-shell, and circular in section. The blade is 14^ in. long, 
if in. wide at the hilt, and tapers to a sharp point ; it is back-edged and curiously 

faceted, both along its cutting and blunt edge; perforated at the hilt with four holes, 
and engraved on its back edge with the date 1729. The scabbard is of dark tooled 
leather, mounted with silver, and with outer spaces for a small knife, fork, and pricker 
(now missing) ; the ferrule is also missing. 

The following note appears in the old Carlton House Inventory with reference to 

Scotch weapons and to the dirk in particular. It is not out of place to publish it here, 
for, simply as it is told, it truthfully describes the principles of war adopted by the 
Highland chieftains. 

“ It is well known that the ancient Highlanders went about almost constantly armed, partly with 
a view of being always ready to defend themselves or to attack their enemies, and partly that 
being accustomed to the instruments of death they might be less apprehensive of them. 

“ Among the weapons they in general carried about with them were a broadsword, a pistol, 
and a dirk. The broadsword was held, not in a belt, but under the left arm, the scabbard being 
thrown away in action ; the dirk and pistol were worn in a belt on each side of their purses 
when they went to battle. They were also armed with a target and musket, and their mode of 
fighting was to discharge their musket at the usual distance, which they then dropped on the ground. 
Approaching nearer, they fired their pistols and threw them at the heads of the enemy ; they then 
drew their broadswords, which they brandished in the most furious manner, and rushing on they 
received the pike or bayonet on their targets, and endeavoured with their swords to destroy as many of 
their enemies as possible. 

“ Nothing could have withstood the Highland charge, from the strength of the men, and from 
the activity, impetuosity and spirit with which it was executed, if the Highlanders had adopted either 
the musket and bayonet or the pike; but it was found in various instances, particularly at the 
battle of Culloden, that the broadsword and target were no match for the musket and bayonet in the 
hands of steady troops. 

“ It was seldom that the dirk was used in battle, unless against a flying enemy who had thrown 
away their arms from terror. The dirk is a short poignard, of a shape peculiar to Scotland, and 
admirably well calculated for the purpose of close encounter. It was of old a practice to make a 
hole in the dirk, in which a ribbon or string was inserted for every person that had been killed 

by it; and being constantly worn about the person, it was also usual to have a knife and fork 

annexed to it, when those appendages to the table were not so common as at present. It may also be 
proper to remark, as an old custom, that if a Highlander drew his dirk and kissed it, it could not 

with any principle of honour be made use of against any of the company who were present whilst they 

continued together.” 
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io-A Knife. 

Probably Spanish or Portuguese, late i %th Century. 

The grip is of horn, carved in low, fluted ridges, and mounted with a fluted brass 
ferrule and cap. The blade is io in. long, if in. wide at the hilt, tapering to an 
acute point, and back-edged within 5 in. of the point, where it is of flattened, 
hexagonal section. 


11 -A Dirk. 

Scotch ( Edinburgh ) workmanship. Last years of the 18 th Century. 

This dirk was made for the Prince of Wales (King George IV.), and 
presented to him on May 13, 1800, by Sir John Sinclair. 

It is fashioned on the lines of the archaic weapon of the 14th and 15th centuries, 
but extremely rich in its mountings. The grip is of hard dark wood, carved in low 
relief with an interlaced knotted ornament, swelling greatly in the centre and tapering 
to the base of the pommel, which is fluted and disc-like. Below it widens into a 
broad flattened form, into which is inserted the blade. The top of the pommel is 

formed of a convex plaque of “ fortification ” agate, mounted in reeded gold, and 

so hinged as to form a snuff-box. At intervals, inserted over the grip and 

mounted with gold, are cabochons of pink agate. The quillon form above the blade 
is set with emeralds, rubies, amethysts, topaz, and river pearls, each mounted in finely 
corded gold. On the reverse side to this is a gold plate inscribed in Gaelic gu'n 
sairbhieheadh clann nan jaidiieal, The socket that fits over the blade is also 
of gold, inscribed on one side in a circular compartment gu'n dionadh dia an 
riogh ; on the other side, to h.r.h. the prince of wales, duke of rothesay, etc., 

FROM COL. SIR JOHN SINCLAIR AND THE OTHER OFFICERS OF THE 1ST BATT. OF THE ROTHESAY 

and Caithness fencibles. The blade is 13 in. long, if in. wide at the hilt, back- 

edged, fluted, and drilled with eleven circular holes ; the face of the blade hollowed. 
The scabbard is of black leather, fitted with a knife and fork, and all the mounts are 
gold, with ornaments of acorns, thistles, and the Prince of Wales’ feathers. On the 
back is engraved the name of the maker: a. cunningham, jeweller, south bridge, 

EDINBURGH. 


12—A Dirk. 

Scotch, late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of the conventional Highland type, the grip of ivy-root, swelling to lobes 
above the blade, the whole carved with an interlaced Runic knotted ornament; the 
mount of silver, simply decorated with slight beaded mouldings. The blade is 13I in. 
long, if in. wide at the hilt, back-edged and tapering, the faces hollowed. Engraved 
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on one side with the inscription pro libertate scotias, and stamped with the name 
of the bladesmith, boog, below the hilt. The sheath is of brown leather, almost entirely 
tooled with a design of small trefoil leaves. In the side is fitted a knife, likewise 
stamped with the name boog ; also a two-pronged fork. The mounts of the sheath 
are of silver, their fashion showing necessary proof of the date of this dirk, for in the 
oval medallions, supported by ribbons, we see a school of ornament introduced into 
Great Britain by the architect Adams in the latter part of the 18th century. 

13- A Dagger. 

The hilt fashioned on the lines of a fine Italian model of the latter part of the 
16th century, profile masks strap-work being used in the decoration—in fact, all 
ornaments that found favour in the late Cellini school of design. The blade, which is 
143 in. long, divides into three parts on releasing a spring that is now on the ricasso 
of the blade, the same side as the thumb-ring. On close examination it will be found 
that the whole weapon is a comparatively modern forgery, the hilt being made of cast 
iron, the gold decoration painted on, and the rust oxidisation on the blade due to acid 
and not the legitimate work of time. It would he interesting to know how and when 
the Royal Collection became possessed of this forgery. It figured in the original Carlton 
House Collection, and was sent to the Windsor Armoury in 1837. 

14- A Dirk. 

Scotch workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of Highland fashion, the grip of bogwood carved with a well-designed Runic 
knotted ornament, and mounted with a silver pommel cap; secured by a quatrefoil-shaped 
washer, and engraved with the Prince or Wales’ feathers. Beneath the pommel are small 
applied shell ornaments, also of silver, the mount at the juncture of the grip and blade 
engraved with the name of its maker : Alexander ross tain. The blade, 14.3 in. long 
and 1^ in. wide at the hilt, is back-edged for part of the way, grooved, roped at the 
back, and drilled with nine circular holes. The sheath, of black leather, tooled with a 
duplicated ornament, is fitted with a knife and fork, the pommel caps of which are 
engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers and a crown. The mounts of the sheath are 
of silver, pierced a iour , the ferrule mount being formed as a hand holding a cornucopia. 


15-A Dirk. 

This dirk, with the powder horn No. 648, and the belt and broadsword Nos. 662 
and 755, were furnished by Mr. Hunter of Edinburgh, jeweller and sword- 
cutler, on the occasion of King George the Fourth’s visit to Scotland in 
the year 1822. 

The grip of the dirk, of the knife, and of the fork, is boxwood, carved with cross- 
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hatching and interlaced ornaments, all the mounts being of gold. In the pommel of the 
dirk is set a large aquamarine, in that of the knife a topaz, and in that of the fork an 
amethyst ; the mounts are embossed and chased with much of that meaningless leafwork 
found on gold and silversmiths 1 work made during the first half of the 19th century. 
On the principal scabbard mount is an oval panel, embossed with the standard of Great 
Britain under George IV. ; on the next mount, St. Andrew and the Thistle, and 
on the third, the Thistle alone ; all these panels are bordered by thistle foliage chased 
a jour. The blade, 15 in. long and 2 in. wide at the hilt, is back-edged and grooved 
with S-shaped piecings throughout the length of the hollow. On one face, engraved 
and gilt, are the arms of England, a crown above, and the initials g. r. iv., the Order 
of the Thistle and a trophy of Scotch arms ; on the reverse face the same arms, but 
with the pendent “George” of the Garter. The scabbard is covered with crimson 
velvet. 


16—A Dagger. 

English workmanship , early ijth Century. 

The grip and pommel are in one, and of walrus ivory ; the quillons are short, flat, 
and widen towards the ends, their surface originally russeted and incrusted with 
feathered ornaments in silver. The blade is 8^- in. long, of diamond-shaped section, 
with a flattened ricasso tooled with a slight ornamentation. This type of dagger, with 
the pommel and grip in one, either of ivory, ebony or ivy-root, seems to be of a fashion 
peculiar to England circa 1580 to 1640. They are not seen in continental museums, 
and indeed, until comparatively recently have not been accepted as being weapons in their 
pristine state ; it being thought that the apparently clumsy handles were the addition of 
recent times, whereas on careful examination of several such weapons they have been 
found untouched and in their original condition. They are generally of indifferent quality 
of workmanship, no doubt being worn by the citizen and the yeoman classes, as in some 
cases, where they have been found with their original scabbard, there are the partitions 
for the knife, fork and pricker, as seen in the familiar Scotch dirk. This type of dagger 
may have been derived from the dague d rognon of the 15th and early 16th century. 


17—A Stiletto. 

Probably Italian , middle of the ijth Century. 

Entirely of steel, with egg-shaped pommel and ends to the short straight quillons ; 
spirally twisted grip. The blade is 11 in. long, of diamond-shaped section, with a slight 
ricasso, upon which is stamped an armourer’s mark almost obliterated. 
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18—A Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship and of two periods , the pommel dating from about 
1560, the remainder of the hilt made about 1630-40. The blade is genuine, but of 
uncertain date , in all probability produced in the 1 yth century. 

The hilt is of russeted iron, incrusted with chequer and other ornaments in silver ; 
it consists of a pommel, curiously formed as an inverted cone, with an open tripartite 
arch above, knuckle-guard, single down-curved quillon, and drooping shell. Brass wire- 
bound grip. The blade is 29 in. long, and has a flamboyant edge. 

This sword, by some curious error, has hitherto been attributed to the Black Prince 
and said to be of 14th century make, for as recently as 1875 a note to the Carlton 
House Inventory was erroneously added by John Latham to the effect that “ there is 
no reason why this attribution should not be quite genuine.” Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, prompted by the late Dean of Canterbury, who evidently believed in this 
fallacious story, graciously allowed a copy of the weapon to be made in order to 
place it with the remaining true achievements of the Black Prince over his tomb 
in Canterbury Cathedral (from whence it is said the original sword was stolen by 
Oliver Cromwell). But, thanks to the emphatic contradictory statement of Viscount 
Dillon and Mr. Holmes, the Librarian of Windsor Castle, who were consulted as to 
their belief in the reputed age of the weapon, the blunder was fortunately prevented of 
publicly attributing a most ordinary type of 17th century weapon to a Royal Prince 
who died in the year 1376. 


19-A Dirk. 

Scotch workmanship , probably ijth Century. 

The hilt, of the usual Highland form, fashioned of ivy-root, is carved with an interlaced 
knotted ornament of Runic origin; the tang of the blade riveted upon a brass washer 
at the pommel. The blade is 13^ in. long, 1^ in. wide at the hilt, back-edged and 
tapering to the point. [ See Plate 35. 


20—A Stiletto. 

German , early ijth Century. 

The pommel is spirally twisted, as are also the ends to the quillons ; the grip of horn, 
swelling in the centre, also spirally fluted, and inlaid with dots of ivory and brass. The 
blade is 9^ in. long and of triangular section, but altering to a turned baluster ornament 
below the quillons. The surface of the blade in one face is stamped with numerals. 

This stiletto was bought at Venice in the year 1829 by Lord Russell, who in writing 
to Sir John Cowell in 1883, respectfully offering it to Queen Victoria, hopes “that it 
may not be unworthy of a place in the North Corridor Armoury.” The numerals 
stamped upon the blade of these stilettos have been the subject of much discussion, but 
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it may be accepted that such a dagger was the auxiliary weapon worn by a master 
gunner, and that the marks upon the blade were intended as a reference to the amount 
of the charge contained in the touch-hole of the cannon. 


2i—A Target. 

Scotch Highland workmanship of the latter part of the ijth Century . 

It is flat and circular, fashioned of oak ; the exterior covered with brown leather, with 
the circular convex boss in the centre, surrounded by five lesser bosses ; these are all 
overlaid with brass, pierced with tracery. Around the edge of the target, arranged in 
groups of two, are diamond-shaped appliques of brass ; about the leather surface, which 
is roughly tooled with geometrical designs, are studded brass hemispherically headed 
nails. The reverse side of the target is covered with raw hide, to which is attached the 
leather arm-sling. The hand grip is of iron, fastened by a hinge to the oak foundation. 
It is 19 inches in diameter. [ See Plate 6. 


22—A Dagger. 

Italian fashion and workmanship , late I bth Century. 

Presented to the Prince Regent by Mr. Blaker in 1809. Sent to Windsor Castle 
in 1837. 

The pommel is cylindrical, with straight flat quillons, widening towards the ends, 
and single ring-guard ; the entire surface was formerly gilt, but is now of a russet colour. 
It is deeply etched with a design of duplicated quatrefoil-shaped panels, each containing 
a trophy of various arms. The grip of oak, spirally bound with brass wire. The 
blade is 11 in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, with a hollowed ricasso ; this 
has at some time been slightly shortened. 


23—A Dagger. 

Probably Italian workmanship , and of Italian fashion , early ijth Century. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The pommel and quillons are of brightened steel; the former fashioned somewhat after 
the form of a fish's tail, the latter of diamond-shaped section, terminating in a like 
form; single ring-guard. The grip of plain oak. The blade is ii^in- long, stiff and 
tapering, of diamond-shaped section, and having a strong ricasso, with deep double 
grooves and piercings. 
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24—A Short Sword. 

Resembling in formation the Cinquedia. 

North Italian workmanships late 1 5 th or early 1 6th Century, 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The hilt is entirely of gilt bronze, and is fashioned in three separate parts: the pommel, 
the grip, and the quillons. The pommel is of wheel-form, 2^ in. diameter, composed 
of two castings joined back to back ; its outline is cleverly fashioned as the intertwined 
bodies of two snakes linked together at neck and tail. In the centre of this grotesque 
framing is a circular sunk panel containing a quasi-oriental tracery design in silver filigree ; 
this still remains on each side of the pommel. The quillons serve to carry out the fashion 
of the pommel in design, having in their centre an oblong form, finishing in a fleur-de-lys 
resting upon the blade ; on either side there is a sunk panel that must have originally 
contained silver filigree as in the pommel. This is, however, entirely missing. The arms 
of the quillons are fashioned as serpents, their heads turned in reverse directions. The grip 
is of flattened oval section, and swells in the centre, having on either side pierced panels of 
interlaced corded ornaments, showing the velvet-covered wood foundation. This, like the 
pommel, is cast in two halves. The blade is 2if in. long and 2f in. wide at the hilt, flat, 
thin, and considerably over-cleaned, stamped with a form of ornament on one side only. 
The blade does not appear to have been made for the weapon, and suggests that it 
may have been the upper portion of a partisan blade shortened and fitted to this hilt. 

The hilt of this North Italian short sword is of very considerable interest; for had 
it not suffered in the past from a too vigorous over-cleaning, so losing a charm of 
colour and patine that time alone can give, it would far excel any offensive arm of its 
period—the end of the fifteenth century—in our English collections. The fine series 
of early swords in the Wallace Collection at Hertford House can show us nothing 
of equal excellence as regards general design ; for the intertwined snakes that form 
its quillon or cross-guard, and the outline of its flat wheel pommel, would require 
a master little short of a Ghiberti to manage their sinuous bodies with that dexterous 
ease that has at once happily accomplished its end in the uniting of an apparently 
free composition to the strictly accepted form of hilt to such a weapon. The 
silver filigree oriels, almost Oriental in their flamboyance, together with the same 
feeling in the prettily intertwined design of the grip, strangely recall the Siculo-Arab 
motives seen on Venetian lamps and incense burners of the last years of the 15th 
century. In the fine collection of arms left to the Bargello of Florence by the late 
M. Ressmann, there is a pommel of identical form to the one upon this sword, but 
it is in a finer state of preservation, and there is also a slight variation in the design 
of the silver filigree work in its centre. [See Plate 2. 
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25—A Plug Bayonet. 

'English fashion and workmanship , dated 1686. 

The mounts are of brass, the quillons finishing in monsters’ heads, the cap-like 
pommel in a grotesque helmeted bust; the grip is of light wood, spirally twisted, and 
swelling towards its lower ferrule. The blade is 10^ in. long, 1^ in. wide at the 
hilt, tapering to the point ; stamped with the mark of a Tudor rose surmounted by a 
crown. At the hilt, engraved with a tool and fully gilt, is the inscription anno domini, 
and date 1686 ; there are also traces of an inscription on the reverse side, but now so 
burnished away as to render it undecipherable. 

The bayonet, so named from the town Bayonne, in France, where it is supposed 
to have been invented, came into general notice about the year 1638, although first used 
in the end of the 16th century. It was then in the form of this specimen, and 
fitted into the barrel of the gun. This necessitated its removal from the barrel at each 
time of firing, so that towards the latter end of the 18th century a ring was added 
to slip over the barrel as in the present regulation bayonet; the gun could thus be dis¬ 
charged without interfering with the bayonet in position. 


•2.6-A Knife. 

Spanish , early 18M Century . 

The first impression of this weapon is that of a Highland dirk, but Spain rather 
than Scotland is the country of its manufacture. The grip is of horn, studded with 
small silver buttons, octagonal in section, tapering towards the short single quillon 
guard, which, like the shell-shaped pommel cap, is of steel. The blade, in one piece 
with the foundation of the grip, is 11 in. long, suddenly widening from the baluster 
form at the quillon to a back-edge, which ceases within 6^ in. of the point, where it 
becomes double-edged and of diamond-shaped section. The scabbard is of black shagreen, 
with silver mounts, into the side of which is fitted a knife, very similar to the one 
described, but of smaller proportions. A steel sword-belt fastening is attached to the 
back of the scabbard. 


27-A Sword. 

German fashion ana workmanships early ijth Century. 

The hilt is entirely of gilt steel, and fashioned on the lines of a complicated rapier guard, 
with knuckle and auxiliary knuckle-guards, long straight quillons (one broken off), 
double rings connected by S-shaped bars, pas d'dne and elongated oviform pommel ; the 
grip of wood, fluted, and bound with brass wire. The blade is 30 in. long, ot flattened 
hexagonal section, doubly grooved, and stamped with the sacred initials i.h.s. ; strong 
ricasso. At least nine inches of the blade must have been cut or broken away, leaving 
a blunted end ; the edges have also had their sharpness ground off. 
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28-A Cruciform-hilted Sword. 

The hilt probably of Spanish workmanships 2nd half of the 1 $th Century; the blade, 
or possibly the etching and gilding upon it, of the 16th or ijth Century. 

The hilt is entirely of gilt iron. The pommel is fashioned as a short, flattened cylinder, 
as also is the central portion of the quillons, which are straight, widening slightly 
towards the ends, and of oblong section ; to the right-hand quillon is attached a semi¬ 
circular guard for the fore-finger, or half pas d'ane , if the term can be used. The grip 
is of plain wood, but was formerly bound with copper wire, the plaited silver-wire 
“Turks’ heads” still remaining at either end of it. The blade, 35 in. long and if in. 
wide at the hilt, is back-edged its entire length ; etched and gilt at the hilt with the 
arms of lopez de zuniga, and the inscription marchio * rodericvs de bivar (the 
cid campeador). This is on a field etched with small spiral scrolls. 

There is a fallacious tradition, noted in the Carlton House Inventory, that this sword 
belonged to the Senor D. Diego Ynigo Lopez de Zuniga, the famous warrior and leader 
against the Moors in the early part of the 13th century. Lopez de Zuniga fought in 
the service of his uncle, Don Sancho, King of Navarre, at the battle of Nanas de Tolosa. 
It was he who broke the iron chains behind which King Miramamolin (1194—1234) 
had entrenched himself, in memory of which feat from that time the eight links 
of a chain were added to his shield of arms, which links are to the present day borne 
in the arms of the Lords of the house of Bexar. It may seem curious that this sword, 
though bearing the arms of Lopez de Zuniga, should have the name of the Cid Campeador 
engraved upon it, but sword blades bearing forged names of historical personages and 
heroes of romance are not uncommon. 

In England, in the early part of the 17th century, the name of the Black Prince 
was one for the bladesmith to conjure with, and blades inscribed “ edwardus prins : 
angli^ ” are occasionally seen in collections. They of course have no connection 
whatever with the Prince of that name, but are forgeries made in the first part of the 
17th century, to meet the demand for historical blades, then the fashion. Several blades 
inscribed robertus bruschius scotorum rex, 1310, are also known in collections, but 
they again are of 17th century make, after the manner of the “Black Prince” blades. 
At Hertford House, in the European armoury of the Wallace Collection, a scimitar, 
No. 789 in the 1901 Catalogue, bears the first inscription of edwardus: prins angli^e 
roughly inlaid in brass. But far more ambitious is the engraved inscription of rodericus 
de bivar upon the blade of this sword, for the almost mythical hero of the Spaniards fills 
the same place in Spanish history that King Arthur occupies in our own, except that with 
his romance much that is written and sung is true, and many facts in the history of the 
Cid Campeador are known. The year of his birth is variously stated, but was probably 
about a.d. 1040. He died in 1099. [See Plate 3. 
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29—A Dagger. 

Italian fashion and workmanship , early ijth Century . 

To be used in the left hand for parrying the thrusts of the rapier or sword. The 
surface of this example was formerly blued, but is now brightly polished. The pommel 
is spheroidal, the quillons of oblong section widening at the ends, with diagonally- 
curved shell-shaped guard. The grip of wood, fluted and bound with steel wire. 
The blade is 14 in. long, of diamond-shaped section, with strong fluted ricasso, 
the faces slightly hollowed. The cutting edges serrated, the teeth set towards the 
hilt in the manner of sharks’ teeth in order to lacerate the hand should an attempt be 
made to wrest the weapon from the grip. 


30—A Form of Short Sword or Dagger. 

This was known as the Cinquedia Veneziana. 

North Italian workmanship , late 1 yh Century . 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The pommel is of gilt bronze, fitting arch-like the top of the grip. The 
quillons of polished iron are flat and of oblong section, drooping strongly over the 

blade, the tang of which widens and forms the foundation for the plaques of walrus 

ivory that are applied on either side of the grip. Through these plaques are pierced 
three circular apertures, each filled with brass tracery of Moorish design. The blade is 
iBf inches long, and 3-J inches wide at the hilt ; it has four hollows for 3^ inches of 
its length, and three hollows for 4-! inches of its length, and is doubly grooved the 
remainder of the distance. There is an armourer’s mark, the letter P, impressed. 
Etched upon the base of the blade on either side are compositions of figures chosen 
from classical mythology ; above these is a band of scroll-work, introducing in the 
centre medallion portrait busts. The scabbard is of euir bouilli , with remains of 
the crimson velvet lining, slightly embossed and tooled with a late cinquecento 
ornamentation. On one face is the partition for a small knife. 

This weapon must have been one of great beauty when in its pristine condition. 

The quillons, now of brightened iron, were no doubt blued and gilt ; the pommel has 

upon it, cast in low relief, figures of young children, Verrocchio-like in their treatment, 
whilst down the sides of the grip runs the following inscription : esse virtvti locos 
NVNQVAM POTEST NON. It is apparent that the blade has been re-gilded, and has sadly 
suffered from over-cleaning. By great good fortune the fine cuir bouilli sheath belonging 
to this cinquedia was found early in 1901 in a chamber in the Round Tower, together 
with a quantity of 18th-century sword sheaths that had apparently not been touched 
since their removal from Carlton House in 1837. It is of the greatest rarity to 
find a weapon of so early a date with its original scabbard, and but a few isolated 
cases have been handed down to us. In the centre of the ornamentation of this 
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scabbard is a circular panel containing a representation of the familiar Italian 
15th-century kite-shaped shield charged with the arms of Petrucci of Sienna. 

This form of dagger, dirk, or short sword is often wrongfully termed the anelace. 
The word cinquedia is derived from the Italian cinque , five, dita, fingers, i.e., the breadth 
of five fingers. It will be generally found that the blade of the cinquedia measures 
from three to four inches in width at the extreme hilt. Although the anelace mentioned 
by Chaucer, having its prototype in the “ parazonium,” and later the braquemart and 
epee-de-passot, are all of the same family, the true meaning of the word, up to the present, 
cannot be decided. [See Plate 2. 


31-A Dagger. 

Similar to the last described, but simpler in construction. 

Italian , (?) I 5 tb Century. 

The hilt is entirely russeted, the fiat wheel pommel and the grip in one, made in two 
halves, brazed together down the sides. The quillons are of oblong section, widening 
towards the ends, and drooping slightly over the blade. The entire decoration of the hilt, 
as also of the scabbard mounts, consists of a bold cross-hatching that at a little distance 
gives a honeycombed effect. The blade is 13 in. long, and 3 in. wide at the hilt, tapering 
to the point, nearly the whole surface brilliantly blued and enriched with a form of gold 
niello ornamentation ; on one face is the nude female figure emblematical of Fortune, 
on the reverse side the equestrian figure of Quintus Curtius leaping into the pit. Above 
are elaborate arabesques introducing octofoil-shaped panels, one enclosing a profile helmeted 
bust, the other the bust of St. Winifred holding a chalice. Worked into the design 
of the scroll-work is the initial A surmounted by a crown. A scabbard has been made 
to fit it. 

“This dagger was given by the Khan of the Crimea to Mr. Colonne at St. Petersburg 
in September, 1794, being part of the armoury of the famous Genghis Khan, transmitted 
to his descendants, who were Khans of the Crimea until the Empress Catherine made 
conquest of it.” So runs the note in the Carlton House Inventory book on this particular 
dagger, but which to our modern far-seeing eyes seems to possess certain qualities that make 
us uncertain as to its true age and authenticity. The grip and pommel being in one, 
but composed of two halves brazed together, would not satisfy the severe critic. The 
“ blueing ” on the field of the blade seems Georgian in its intenseness, and has not that 
fine blue-black patine usually associated with such work of the 15th and 16th centuries. 
It is difficult to explain away these doubts, but let it be remembered that towards 
the end of the 18th century it passed through the hands of the cleaner and restorer, 
who have left upon this otherwise beautiful weapon the touch of 18th century colouring. 

[See Plate 2. 
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32-A Dagger. 

Known as Dague-a-Rognon (Kidney Dagger), from the formation of the lobes 
above the quillons. 

'English workmanship , second half of the 1 6th Century. 

This dagger hung formerly with a trophy of Eastern weapons in the North 
Corridor of the Castle, and in the old Inventory it is described as “ An Asiatic 
Dagger.” 

The grip is of ebony, octagonal in section, expanding above the quillons, and 
with a fluted hemispherical pommel. The quillons, now of brightened steel, were 
formerly gilt ; they fit closely under the extending lobes of the grip, to which they have 
been fixed by rivets, which are now, however, missing. The blade is 1in- l° n g, of 
diamond-shaped section, each face hollowed; it has a strong ricasso, fully etched and 
gilt at the hilt with a conventionally arranged leaf ornament. The armourer’s mark is 
an eye (?) inlaid in copper. 

It is of a type that must have been in common use in England from the first half 
of the 15th to the middle of the 17th century. Indeed the dagger said to have belonged 
to Colonel Blood, who attempted to steal the Crown of England from the Tower of 
London in the year 1671, is almost identical with this form of weapon. In examples of 
the latter part of the 16th and 17th centuries the blades are, as a rule, of four-edged 
bayonet section, and in the finer examples etched and gilt, often with some English 
inscription in the form of doggerel rhyme or verse. [dVe Plate 35. 

3 3—A Sword used in Boar Hunting. 

German workmanships early ijth Century, 

This sword was described in the old Inventories as “ An Eastern Tulwar.” 

The pommel is oviform and faceted, the quillons straight and of octagonal section, 
widening slightly towards the ends ; the grip of wood, covered with leather. The surface 
of the pommel and quillons has been blued. The blade is 30-^ in. long, of oblong section, 
with flattened edges to within 10 in. of the point, where it widens to a leaf-shaped end, 
in the base of which is an oblong hole, through which passed the transverse bar or lug 
that prevented the boar, when impaled, from charging up the blade to the wielder. It 
is stamped with the swordsmith’s mark, a hunting horn. 

34-A Rapier. 

German workmanship , early ijth Century. 

The hilt is of gilded steel, the pommel of curious fish-tail form, as are also the termi¬ 
nation of the quillons, knuckle-guard and pas d’ane guard; the grip bound with copper 
wire over velvet, and with a gold fringe above. The blade is 36 in. long, of flattened 
octagonal section, grooved, and inscribed andreis berns. The ricasso is gilt and stamped 
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with the bladesmith’s mark. Although a good representative German 17th-century 
rapier, its chief interest lies in the fact that it was chosen by King George IV. to be 
worn with his Garter robes. The King is represented wearing it when painted in his 
official portrait by Sir Thomas Lawrence—the picture now hanging at Buckingham 
Palace. It was regilt and the new grip added expressly for the purpose of the portrait. 
A scabbard with gilt chape is recorded, now missing. \See Plate 4. 


35—A Sword. 

Italian ( Venetian ), late 1 6th or early 1 jth Century. 

The hilt is of blued steel, the pommel of double fish-tail form ; the knuckle-guard 
and single quillon in one plane, of flattened oval section; single bar-guard fastening to 
the left-hand pas d'ane , a spiral guard issuing from that on the opposite side ; iron-wire- 
bound grip. The blade is 36 in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, 1^ in. 
wide at the hilt, tapering strongly towards the point. Strong doubly-fluted ricasso 
stamped with a swordsmith’s mark. It possesses its original scabbard of wood, covered 
with tooled black leather. [ See Plate 4. 


3 6—A Sword. 

From the fortnation of the hilt , which is small in proportion and unusually short in the 
grip, it is characteristically Spanish in fashion , and dating within the last quarter of 
the 16 th Century. 'Ihe present blade has been added to it early in the ijth 

Century. 

The hilt is now brightened steel ; the flattened, spherical pommel, ends to the quillons, 
and elongated oviform grip, are hollow and pierced with a design of lozenges linked 
together ; the quillons curved in reverse direction, the single ring-guard pierced with 
various ornaments. The blade is 30^ in. long, in. wide, of flattened oval section, 
inscribed on the two grooves of the ricasso : henrich koel 1617 me fecit . solingen 1617. 


37-An Executioner’s Sword. 

German workmanship , about 1720. 

Presented to the Royal Armoury by Baron Lietgendorf with the following 
interesting note :—“ This sword of justice belonged to the Public Executioner 
of Amberg in Bavaria, and has spilt more human blood than, perhaps, any 
other sword in Europe, he having taken off the heads of 1,400 criminals with 
it, after which it becomes his property by right of office. Held by him in 
great honour, for having rid society of so much vice.” 

The simple cruciform hilt is of brass ; copper-wire-bound grip. The decoration of the 
pommel and quillons, that of chased scroll-work panels, illustrates the date of the 
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weapon, the second quarter of the 18th century. The blade is 31^ in. long and 2^ in. 
wide, with a blunted point; it is etched at the hilt with an executioner about to 

decapitate a criminal, and on the reverse side with the figure of Justice. Below, in 

rectangular panels, is a German inscription, the translation reading: 

“ THIS SWORD IS SHARPENED AND INSTITUTED UNDER GOD BY GOVERNMENT TO 

PUNISH THE PROFLIGATE AND WICKED. BE WARNED THEN, MANKIND ; BUT 

PARTICULARLY YE BOLD SINNERS, AND THROW YOURSELVES AT THE FEET OF THE 
ALMIGHTY, TO DO PENANCE IN TIME, THAT YOU MAY NOT WITH THIS SWORD 
BE EXECUTED. MURDER, ASSASSINATION, AND ROBBERY ARE VIEWED BY THE WORLD 
AS HORRID DEEDS, THEREFORE THE LAW ESTABLISHED BY GOD IS READY TO I PUNISH 
THEM WITH THIS SWORD.” 

It is in its original sheath of black leather, with mounts of brass. 

38-A Mace. 

Probably Italian, second half of the 1 6th Century . 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The surface russeted ; the head is composed of eight flanges, each shaped to the 
outline of an obtuse angle ; the haft hollow and octagonal in section, widening 
somewhat towards the pommel ; the grip chiselled in low relief, with three bands of 
formal ornament. 


39—A Processional Partisan. 

Carried by the Guard of Henry IV. of France. 

French , first years of the 1 ]th Century. 

The blade has at its base double curved beaks projecting at right angles, and has 
down the centre a pierced channel, interrupted at intervals by small diamond-shaped 
bars. The haft socket is octagonal, tapering from the head, where it finishes in a 
moulding of steel gilt ; at the base is also a similar moulding, but of silver gilt. 
The haft, of mahogany, shod with a steel cylinder at either end and connecting 
cylinder in the centre (for the shaft is made in two parts). These cylinders, also 

the head of the weapon, are the field of the richest ornamentation, a curious monogram 
of the letter H, the initial letter of Henry, containing two interlaced letters S 

(possibly in compliment to the favourite Gabrielle d’Estrees) incrusted in gold, forming 
the principal theme of the decoration.* Besides this monogram, also incrusted in gold and 

* M. Joannis Guigard, in his work “ Nouvel Armorial du Bibliophile,” on page 158, Vol. I., gives an 
illustration of the cover of a Book of Hours, probably by Cloris Eve, that belonged to Gabrielle d’Estrees, Duchess 
of Beaufort. On it, the same curious cipher $ appears many times repeated. So unusual is the cipher, and so 

exactly similar is it to that upon the partisan, the writer has ventured to link the name of Estrees with that of 

Henry and so explain the curious monogram. 
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silver, are the figures of Mars and Minerva, trophies of classic arms and branches 
of olive, laurel, and palm leaves. The whole of the exposed iron ground is russeted, 
to show to best advantage the various inlaid ornaments of gold and silver. The 
mahogany haft has an applied spiral band of iron, similarly enriched with monograms, 
etc., as in other parts of the weapon, alternating with bands of fine scroll-work 
inlaid in gold and silver wire, and in places introducing heads of cherubim, rabbits, 
and birds inlaid in engraved and polished mother-o’-pearl. The blade is 17^ in. long and 
6 \ in. wide ; the haft, inclusive of the blade, sockets, etc., is 7 feet long. The whole 
decoration of this fine pageant partisan or ranseur is executed under a certain classic 
influence, introducing mouldings and friezes that appear for the first time in France 
under the revivals of the ebonist Charles Andre Boulle, but in the refined manner 
associated with his earlier works. [See Plate 5. 


-A Mace. 

Italian or Spanish, late 1 6th Century. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

Of steel, the surface blued ; the head composed of seven flanges shaped to the outline 
of an obtuse angle; the haft hollow and almost cylindrical in form, chiselled in low 
relief with bands of foliage, and at the grip an intertwined corded ornament. 


-A Two-handed Sabre. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, with an oviform pommel and straight quillons fashioned as 
figures of dolphins. The whole of the decoration is executed under the influence of the 
French Louis XV. school. The grip is covered with shark’s skin spirally bound with 
copper ribbons. The blade is 42 in. long, back-edged and curved ; also grooved down 
the back, stamped with the sun, moon and stars. It has its original sheath of wood, covered 
with black leather and mounted with copper gilt. 

In the old Carlton House Inventory this sword is described as that used by the 
Chevalier Bayard at the siege of Mezieres in 1521—a fable only to be repeated on account 
of its absurdity. It is a processional weapon, probably of German make, and at least 
two centuries later than the fallacious date formerly assigned to it. 


-A Short Sword. 

Phe hilt of German workmanship , middle of the 1 6th Century; the blade rather earlier. 
Obtained from the prison room of the Norman Tower. 

The hilt is blued, with a fishtail-shaped pommel, and ends to the quillons; single 
ring-guard, containing a panel of pierced annular tracery ; iron-bound grip. The blade 
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is 3if in. long, back-edged and grooved, the whole surface entirely etched with a 
calendar for the twelve months, and by a slight alteration in the calculating suitable for 
the years 1528 to 1537. 


43—A Sword. 

The hilt appears to be Spanish in fashion and decoration , and must date within the third 
quarter of the 16th Century . The blade is dated 1634, 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Lord Fife on May 17th, 1813, 

The hilt is of brightened steel ; the pommel flat and of inverted shield-shaped form, 
pierced with various ornaments ; the quillons broad and flat, also pierced at the ends ; 
single bar-guard, covering the knuckles and bar projecting at right angles from the 
base of the left-hand pas d'dne ; all are decorated with piercing to match the pommel. 
The grip, of wood covered with embossed silver, has been added more recently. The 
blade is 33 in, long, if in, wide at the hilt, and has a deep ricasso and a single groove, 
stamped with a name (illegible), and etched with the following Latin inscriptions 

QUIT quir AO AS prudenter ag as. It should read i quid quid ag as PRUD enter ag as. Trans¬ 
lated : “ Look to the end,’* 

unfortus armatus defendit trinium suum, Translated : a The man strongly armed defends 
his home,** It is impossible to reconstruct the correct text, as “ unfortus ” is no Latin word. No doubt 
it should read “ fortis armatus.” 

ET SURXE DOMINE A ABATIVVAME IN TENEB ANIM ME A, It should read ; ET SlTRREXIT DOM IN US ET 

adjuvavit in tenebris animam meam, Translated: “And the Lord arose and helped my soul in 
the darkness.” 

ESTI MULUS AUTEN MORTIS PECATUM EST VIRTUS VERO PECATI LEX. It should read : STIMULUS 
autem mortis PECCATUM est : virtus vero peccati lex. Translated: “The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law.” 

ano d, e. ceizento treinta quatro. It should read : anno 1634 (the reading of the figures is 
Italian), 

opus laudatartificem* It should read : opus laudat artificem. Translated: “The work praises 
the artist.” 

IN TE DOMINE ESPERABIT NONCONFUDAR IN ETERNUM IN JUSTICIA TUA LIBERA ME. It should 

read : in te domine speravi nonconfudar in eternum; in justitia tua libera me. Trans¬ 
lated : u I have hoped in Thee, O Lord. I shall never be disappointed : in Thy justice make me free.” 

To this sword has been fitted, early in the 18th century, a scabbard, at which time 
some four or five inches have been cut from the original length of the blade, no doubt to 
conform it to the length of the basket-hiked swords worn with the Scotch Highland 
costume. [See Plate 4. 


44—A Cruciform-hilted Sword. 

Its nationality is uncertain , as such swords are common to Germany and Spain during 
the second half of the 16 th Century. 

This sword was taken from the Armoury in the Palace of Valetta, Malta, the 
Arsenal of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. Presented to King George III. 
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in 1821 by General Pigot. The companion sword to this is in the arsenal 
at Valetta, bearing the same Latin inscription on the blade, and similar in 
all proportions of hilt and blade {No. 440 in the 1902 Catalogue of that 
Armoury). 

It has the ring-guard on either side of the hilt, the surface blackened. Engraved 
inside one ring are the Roman numerals xii.; wire-bound grip. The blade is 45^ in. long, 
with chamfered cutting edges, grooved at the hilt and inscribed : in te domine speravit. 
It has a strong ricasso. 


45 and 53— A Hunting Knife or “ Plug ” Bayonet. 

The mounts are early 19 th Century. The blade would seem from its fashion, make 
and material , to be ancient Irish. The fattened tang , with the large rivet boles 
to which the grip was secured, can be still traced within the silver socket that 
fits over the sheath. 

The grip is of horn, the mounts of the hilt of silver chased with classic ornaments, 
and on either side a medallion head of a wolf with a ringed nose, to which is fastened 
a chain. The blade is 34f in. long and of bronze, finely fashioned, and enriched in the 
centre with six delicate double ridges. The surface is much corroded at the hilt. 


46“A Short Sword. 

English workmanship , early iqth Century. 

The pommel and quillons are of brass gilt, the former shaped as lions’ masks ; the grip 
of ivory. The blade is 19I- in. long and doubly grooved, the edge hollowed at the hilt 
in the fashion of the Roman “ gladius.” 


47—A Bronze Spear Head. 

Probably Celtic. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

It has a delicately moulded bay-leaf-shaped blade and circular haft-socket. At the base 
of the blade, at the juncture with the haft-socket, the ridges that run parallel with its 
cutting edges continue, leaving an opening on either side. It is 12 in. long. 


48—A Bronze Sword. 

Celtic , isf or znd Century. 

A part of the handle tang is missing. The blade is of flattened oval section, the edges 
almost parallel. 19^ in. long. 
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49-A Mace. 

Italian workmanship and fashion , of the second half of the 1 6th Century. 

The head was originally composed of seven flanges, shaped to the outline of an obtuse 
angle (two now missing). The haft is cylindrical and hollow, tapering somewhat to a 
flattened pommel; the grip wrought with an intertwined corded ornament; the remainder 
of the haft decorated with bands of conventional foliage. The whole surface considerably 
perished from the rust oxidisation due to long immersion in water. 


50-A Bronze Sword. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The blade and grip in one piece. The age is doubtful, and the evidence of true 
antiquity open to considerable controversy. It is 23 in. long. 


51—A Slender Bronze Sword. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

The blade and grip in one piece. Like the above weapon its age is uncertain, and 
its true antiquity very doubtful. It is 16^ in. long. 


52-The Blade of a Roman Bronze Sword. 

2nd or yd Century B.c. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. 

It is of elongated leaf-shaped form, having a ridge running down either cutting edge. 
It widens at the hilt, where are still to be seen the two rivet holes to which was 
attached the grip. The blade is of flattened oval section, 22^ in. long. To it has been 
added, attached by soft solder, where the hilt was originally broken, a worthless 
comparatively modern brass cruciform-shaped hilt. 


53 - ** No - 45 - 

54- A “ Hand-and-a-half ” or “Bastard” Sword. 

Italian workmanship , early \6th Century. The hilt is probably German, and of the 
frst quarter of the 16 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Sir Thomas Dyer in 1828, in recollection 
of August 12th, 1793. “ B. J.” makes the following statement in the old 
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Carlton House Inventory as regards the supposed history of this weapon : 
“ I received this sword from St. James’s Palace by command of His 
Majesty (King George III,). It is said to be the sword of the renowned 
Columbus, the discoverer of the New World ! ” 

The hilt is of plain cruciform shape, and as it now appears, it would seem to be for use 
with the two hands, but on closer examination it will be found that the long grip is 
a modern addition, the shortness of the quillons and the smallness of the pommel 
showing that the length of the newly-made grip in no way balances with them. 
The blade is 39^ in. long and if in. wide at the hilt, of flattened diamond-shaped 
section, with a short grooved ricasso. The point has been ground off, as also has 
the cutting edge. 

The hand-and-a-half sword, mam-e-mezzo , was known in England by contemporary 
writers as the “Bastard” sword. It was a weapon the blade of which varied from 
between 38 to 48 in. in length, equally serviceable for cutting or thrusting. The length 
of the grip is perhaps its most noticeable feature ; the grip usually takes the form of a 
flattened cylinder, swelling to a ridge a third of the distance between quillons and 
pommel, to which it suddenly tapers. The use of this formation to the grip can be 
explained by the reference to the name of the sword, “ hand-and-a-half.” It was of 
sufficient lightness to be used effectively with one hand, but in a swinging downward 
cut the left hand could be brought into use to reinforce the blow, the tapering top 
of the grip and base of the pommel giving sufficient room to obtain a firm hold with 

the left hand. Its birthplace was probably Germany, in the first years of the 14th 

century. It appears thirty years later in England, where—its usefulness, being universally 
appreciated — it, as a type of sword, remained in use through the 15th century 
until its simple form of hilt was discarded for the more intricate rapier hilts of the 
second quarter of the 16th century. VVulson de la Colombiere, also Joseph Swetman, 
speak of the “bastard sword” in the first years of the 17th century. Of almost the 

same type and use is the “ Espadon ” and Spanish “ Montante .” 


S 5 “ A Target. 

Scotch fashion and workmanship , dated 1692. 

The back has been relined. Presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Scott 
in November, 1816. 

It is of oak, covered with leather, the front divided into two concentric circles, each 
tooled with a form of zig-zag, also scrolls and Runic knotted ornaments, the outline 
of the various designs followed by brass hemispherical-headed rivets. In the centre is 
a hollow brass rosette, roughly engraved with a cross, bordered with zig-zags, and in the 
middle the monogram t. m. and the date 1692. [See Plate 6. 
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Over the Suit No. 56 is hung a trophy of arms consisting of a half suit of bright 
steel armour, dating from the third quarter of the 16th century; two pear-shaped morion 
helmets, circa 1600 ; two breastplates and two backplates of late 17th century date; an open 
helmet with a faceted skull-piece, probably Polish, 17th century; a chanfron (the defence for a 
horse’s head) possibly English, and dating from the end of the 15th century; and below the 
armour, a circular shield with a gun or pistol in its centre. It is from the Tower of London, 
eighty of which same shields existed there, according to an inventory taken in 154.7. The 
offensive arms in the trophy consist of four Sergeant’s spontoons of the 18th century, two 
processional partisans temp. King Charles II., a javelin of the 17th century, two cavalry swords 
of the 18th century, two military flails, and two pikes of very uncertain date and authenticity. 


56-A Suit of full Armour. 

The surface of brightened steel is simply and effectively decorated with chevron bands 
of fluting, and studded with hemispherically-headed rivets. It consists of the backplate, 
the breastplate (formed of two plates, the under one riveted over the upper one in the 
manner of most German armour of the 15th century), taces, tassets, garde-de-rein, 
espaliers, rere and vambraces, gauntlets, rondels, gorget, cuisses, jambes, sollerets, and 
closed helmet. Upon the collar of the breastplate is stamped an armourer’s mark. 
The modern additions to the suit are : 

Both the sollerets a la poulaine (unlike, however, to any genuine example known). 

Both jambes, with the exception of the backplate of the right jambe. 

The left gauntlet, the thumb and two finger-plates on the right gauntlet. 

The right-hand genouillere or knee-piece. 

The left-hand rondel. 

The left rere vambrace and coudre. 

Portions of the backplate. 

The two top plates of either cuisse. 

The tassets are Maximilian, of the first quarter of the 16th century ; as also is the 
helmet, which has been considerably altered from its original form ; it is composed 
of the skull-piece from a Maximilian closed helmet, to which has been added the visor 
of a German 15th century salade. 

The suit as it now stands is “ built up,” if the term may be used, of plates taken 
from many suits, i.e. the breastplate from one suit, the back from another, and so on. 
This will account for its somewhat ragged appearance, for, although the plates are, 
roughly speaking, of the same period, they do not fit together to form quite an 
harmonious whole. However, as this criticism applies to most suits of early date, it 
must not entirely influence opinion as regards the interest attaching to this war harness, 
as it gives a fair representation of a knight’s full battle equipment during the last years 
of the 15th century. It may be difficult to assign to it a nationality, being composed 
of so many parts, but comprehensively it seems German in fashion and workmanship. 
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The suit was removed from the Tower of London to Windsor Castle in 1901 for 
purposes of decoration, being selected from that collection as having no strict connection 
with the armoury there ; for, as far as it is known, this and the four other suits, also 
removed to Windsor at the same time, were purchased between the forties and sixties 
of the 19th century for the Horse Armoury of the Tower Collection. However, as all 
suits of armour, so long as they completely covered with steel the figure upon which 
they were set, were then considered much alike, and one of the decadence of the 16th 
century would be as highly thought of as a fine 15th century harness, the choice of 
the acquisitions to the Tower was not always a happy one. A good deal of public 
money must have been wasted on puerile and worthless forgeries, but, thanks to 
the learning of such eminent connoisseurs as the Baron de Cosson, M. Ressmann, Mr. 
Burgess, and others, and in the past to the primitive though respected knowledge of 
Sir Samuel Meyrick, Mr. Planche, and Lord Londesborough, a suit of armour is now 
viewed from a different standpoint, and we now endeavour to be able to piece together 
and mentally to chronologically arrange the period, the nationality, and the authenticity 
of each plate in a suit. These notes are, however, apart from the description of the 
suit No. 56, but by way of excuse may be considered to refer roughly to all the suits 
removed from the Tower to the Windsor Armoury, and to the ordinary late 16th and 
early 17th century suits to be found on the brackets on the walls of St. George’s Hall. 
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CASE B. 


C ASE B stands at the foot of the heroic statue of George IV., by Chantrey, behind which 
are arranged, fanlike, eight old regimental colours alternating with fourteen halberds 
and pikes, nearly all of late 17th century date. Behind the head of the statue is a 
copy of a 16th century circular shield, upon which is embossed a figure of Hercules slaying the 

Nemean Lion; above that is a polished steel grand-guard from a tilting harness of the 

17th century, also two Italian processional glaives of the first years of the 17th century, two 

“ swept ”-hilted rapiers of the same date, two basket-hilted cavalry swords, and, surmounting 

all, an English pikeman’s helmet of the 17th century. At the base of the statue are two 
half suits of armour, composed of various plates, comprehensively of late 16th century date; 
behind them are six hafted weapons and two copies of the German weapon “the Holy 
Water sprinkler.” Upon the arch around the statue are eight cavalry swords of the early part of 
the 19th century, four powder flasks from the Armoury at Malta, four crossed spontoons, and 
two chanfrons of (English) early 16th century make. Outside, again are two other trophies, 
the one on the left composed of,—in the centre, a Henry VIII. pistol shield, a chanfron of early 
16th century date, above which is an English or Scotch early 17th century two-handed sword, 
and two Charles II. processional partisans. There are also four plug bayonets of the same date, 
two pikes of uncertain date, a powder flask from Malta, and a sword, probably of Italian (Pisa) 
workmanship, early 17th century, below. The trophy on the opposite side exactly corresponds, 
save that in the place of the processional Charles II. partisans are substituted spears with 
hollow leaf-shaped blades, etched with Tudor roses ; these are of English workmanship and 
of 16th century date. They are from the Tower of London. 


5 7~ A Sword. 

This was worn by King Charles I. when Prince of Wales. 

French workmanship (probably Paris), made at the sign of “ the Silver Rock" in the 
year 1616. It is of a type known as a “pillow ” sword, though an early example 
of such a weapon. ‘This is a name derived from the fact that swords with this 
simple form of guard came into fashion during the first quarter of the 1 7th century, 
and were hung Iry the householder at the head of his bed to be within easy reach in 
case of any nocturnal disturbance. 

The pommel takes somewhat the form of a heart, but fashioned in six facets. The 
quillons are short, curving slightly outward, also finishing in heart-shaped finials, the ring- 
guard duplicating this form in the centre. The surface russeted, and most finely 
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damascened with a minute scroll design in gold. The grip is of wood, plaited with silver 
and iron wire to form a chequered design. At the blade socket is inlaid the following 
inscription : a la roche d’argent. The blade, which at the extreme hilt bears the 
impressed unicorn mark of Clemens Horn of Solingen, is 29^ in. long, in. wide, of 
flattened, oval section, hollowed on either face, part of its distance, and with a curiously 
chamfered cutting edge that would suggest it had been somewhat narrowed from its 
original breadth. The whole surface is the field for the richest ornaments, etched and 
gilt upon a field that is brilliantly blued. The decoration chosen consists of the Standard 
of England, the Prince of Wales’ feathers, oblong panels of minute scroll-work, the 
Imperial Orb, the Imperial Eagle crowned, the crossed sceptres crowned, the Pelican 
in her piety crowned, the sun, moon and stars crowned, the fleur-de-lys crowned, and 
the rod of Aaron similarly treated. The inscriptions, as they are placed, run as follows :— 

Upon the front face of the blade. 

JACOBE ALUMNE PACIS AT PALLADOS, SERENE CULTOP * ES DICUS BRITANNICI : * CLARISSIMUM 
REGNI 

TUIS RE * GALIBUS, SCEPTRIS SUBESP DE * STIRPE QUONDAM MARTIA 

GENS SAXONUM PROGNA # TA SCOTI ET ULTIME TUAE * INCOLE THULES LATENT SUB TEGMINE 
FOTENTIA TUTO TUUM * FLUCTIBUS. REGNUM SONORIS * AMBAT FRIDENFITER C2 
(AMIRICJE PARS) (PRO CHRISTO ET PATRIA) 

(PRO REGE LEGE ET GREGE) (VERITATEM . DILIGITE ET) 

(PVGNATE PRO PATRIA) (CONSTANTER ET SINCERE) 

(CONSIA MENS) (RECTI . FAMAs MENDACIA RIDET) 

(CONSTANTES.) (FORTVNA . IVVAt) (GLORIA . VIRTVTEM SERMTAR) 

(V1RTVS FVNERl) (SUPERSTES) 

(REGERE SEIPSVM . SUMMA SAPIENTIA EST.) (SPE ET PATIENTIA). 

Translation of the inscription upon the front face of the blade. 

OH JAMES, SON OF PEACE AND BENIGN SERVANT OF WISDOM, THE MOST SPLENDID (HIGHEST 
HONOUR) ORNAMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF BRITAIN IS SUBJECT TO THY ROYAL SCEPTRE, 
THE SAXON RACE DERIVED FROM A STOCK ONCE WARLIKE, THE DESCENDANTS OF SCOTUS 
AND THE INHABITANTS OF FAR-OFF THULE LIE PEACEFULLY UNDER THE SHADOW OF THY 
POWER. SAFELY DOES THY KINGDOM ENDURE, ENVIRONED BY THE SOUNDING WAVES. 

AMIRIC.® PARS, THE PART OF Am(e?)rICA-FOR CHRIST AND COUNTRY—FOR KING, LAW 

AND PEOPLE-LOVE TRUTH AND (-) FIGHT FOR YOUR COUNTRY (-) ALWAYS AND WITH 

SINCERITY-A MIND CONSCIOUS (-) OF RECTITUDE LAUGHS AT THE FALSEHOODS OF COMMON 

RUMOUR-FORTUNE HELPS (-) THOSE WHO PERSEVERE—GLORY FOLLOWS VALOUR (OR VIRTUE) 

-VALOUR (OR VIRTUE) SURVIVES DEATH-TO GOVERN ONESELF IS THE HIGHEST WISDOM-BY 

HOPE AND PATIENCE. 

Upon the under face of the blade. 

ARM A ARMIS VIM V ¥ FRAVDEM FAS . PEL LERE . FRA IDE & SI TUTELA GRAVI STAT . MOD * 
FRATA LOCO : 
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NOC ET LING * VA ADVLATORIS . QVAM GLAD 1 VS # PERSECVTORIS : IN DEO SPES MEA * 

OMNIA SI PERDAS FAmam * SERVARE MEMENTO RVA SEMEL * AMISSA SROSITA PAVPER ERIS * 
GLORIA EST 

UMBRA VIRTVTIS # VOLVPTAS ESEA MALORVM . C 3 VIVIT POST FVNERA VIRTVS C 
(EVR0PJE PARS) (SOLI DEO GLORIA) (PRO ARIS ET FOCIs) 

(fide SED cvi vide) (ab ALTERO expectes) 

(alteri rvod feceris) pr^stat . pvgn) 

(are . PRO PATRIA rvam simvlata pace decipi.) 

(inter arma) (silent . leges) (vim VI repellere licet) 

jacob, d, g brittann : franc : scot : et hibern : rex : (anno : dom : 1616), 

Translation of the inscription on the under face of the blade, 

IT IS LAWFUL TO REPEL ARMS BY ARMS, VIOLENCE AND FRAUD BY STEALTH IF One’s 
SAFETY STANDS IN DANGER. THE TONGUE OF THE FLATTERER IS MORE DANGEROUS THAN 
THE SWORD OF THE PURSUER : IN GOD IS MY HOPE. IF YOU LOSE ALL OTHER THINGS 
REMEMBER TO PRESERVE YOUR GOOD NAME : WHICH IF YOU ONCE LOSE YOU WILL BE POOR 
INDEED. GLORY IS THE SHADOW OF VIRTUE, PLEASURE THAT OF THE WICKED. VIRTUE 
LIVES AFTER THE FUNERAL RITES ARE OVER. 

EUROPE PARS, THE PART OF EUROPE-GLORY TO GOD ALONE-FOR OUR ALTARS AND HOMES 

-TRUST, BUT BE CAREFUL WHOM YOU TRUST YOU MAY LOOK FOR FROM ANOTHER ( ) 

WHAT YOU HAVE DONE TO OTHERS IT IS BETTER TO FIGHT FOR ONE’S COUNTRY THAN TO 

BE DECEIVED BY A PRETENDED PEACE-IN THE TIME OF ARMS (i.E. WAR)-THE LAWS ARE 

SILENT. IT IS LAWFUL TO DRIVE BACK FORCE (OR VIOLENCE) WITH FORCE. JAMES BY THE 

GRACE OF GOD KING OF BRITAIN, FRANCE, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND IN THE YEAR OF OUR 

LORD l6l6. 

The very corrupt Latin inscriptions etched and gilt upon the blade, no doubt by a 
workman who was totally ignorant of what he was copying, necessitated a considerable 
license in the rearrangement of the wording, in order to obtain a translation that would read 
with any degree of sense. The Latin inscriptions are copied exactly as they appear upon 
the sword-blade. 

With it is its original scabbard of wood covered with black leather, having a curious 
spring at the chape fitting into a compartment of the one face of the sheath. The 
ferrule is of russeted iron. [d'ee Plate 7. 

—The Hilt of a Sword, in chiselled Steel, darkly blued. 

This sword-hilt is supposed to have been a wedding gift on the occasion of the 
marriage of Frederick William, Elector of Brandenburg (father of Frederick L, 
King of Prussia), wdth Louisa Henrietta, daughter of Henry Frederick, 
Prince of Orange. 

It was bought by the Prince Regent for the Royal Collection from the 
sword-cutler Prosser. 

It consists of the pommel, the quillons, the pas (Pane, and the shells. The whole 
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surface chiselled with that degree of minuteness usually associated with the French 
Court-sword of the latter part of the 18th century. Each small portrait bust is chiselled 
and undercut, and as skilfully modelled and engraved as a cameo head of Boethius or 
Epitynchanus. 

The pommel is of depressed oviform shape, having profile portraits in oval medallions 
supported by amorini in various guises ; between are trophies of arms ; the quillons, 
short and straight, widen at the ends, and are fashioned as groups of cherubim. The 
ricasso is fashioned as kneeling figures of captives, supporting medallion portraits ; the 
pas d'ane of roped design. The exterior of the shell is bordered by eagles’ necks, chiselled 
to various depths, and pierced a jour to introduce six oval medallions linked together 
by ribbons inscribed with mottoes, royal and ducal crowns, garlands and cornucopias ; 
the interior of the shell similarly composed, but in place of portraits, shields of arms are 
substituted. On the hilt are in all ten portraits, representing the descendants of the 
house of Brandenburg, ranging from the year 1480 to 1627. 

The blade is 31! in. long, of “ Conishmarde ” form, doubly grooved, entirely etched 
and gilt, and enriched with various silver shields. This and the grip were added to 
the hilt by order of Prince Albert. 


—A Town Sword, the Hilt of brightened Steel. 

Italian workmanship, 3rd quarter of the 1 jth Century. 

This fine weapon was given by the Emperor Charles XII. of Sweden to the 
famous John, Duke of Marlborough, in 1707. 

The pommel is shaped as a flattened oviform vase, chiselled in high relief with two 
subjects in oval panels. In one panel is Volumnia before Coriolanus ; in the other 
panel, Quintus Curtius leaping into the pit. These compositions are framed by elaborate 
strapwork, introducing grotesque masks ; the button above being shaped as a group of 
four masks. The ricasso of the hilt is formed on either side as an oval panel, in which 
are chiselled in the highest relief combating Roman warriors. The pas d'ane take 
the form of griffins’ necks, on which are seated small statuette figures of Satyrs ; these 
form the quillons. The shell guards are of the “ small” sword type of the 18th century, 
and are roughly oval in form, the inner one smaller than the outer ; their outline 
formed as figures of amorini holding cornucopias and bound captives, almost identical in 
treatment and no doubt copied from those upon the tomb of Ferdinand I. de Medici 
by Pietro Tacca at Leghorn. The panels of the shell, both in and outside, are 
elaborately chiselled battle subjects, no doubt intended to represent some particular 
event, but difficult to translate. The grip, of wood covered with iron wire, is a modern 
addition. The blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, fluted and 
etched at the hilt. The scabbard is of black leather, with a steel ferrule mount embossed 
and chased with huntsmen. 

In the Royal Collection at Stockholm is another such sword that belonged to 
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Charles X. of Sweden (1622-1660). Mr. C. A. Oss-Bahn’s fine work on the 
collection figures this sword on Plate XXV. It is described on page 12. [See Plate 8. 


60—A Sword. 

English fashion , but probably of Italian workmanship , early 1 ~jth Century . 

It was given to the Royal Collection, early in the 19th century, by Colonel 
Hammond, who obtained it from the Tower of London. 

The hilt is of the form characteristic to England during the last years of the 16th 
century. The pommel is large and spheroidal, the quillons short, straight, of oblong 
section, and widening towards the ends ; the knuckle-guard of similar formation, and 
“ swept ” bar attached to the base of the right-hand pas d'dne. Projecting from 
the end of the left-hand pas d'dne , at a right angle, is a short upcurved bar. The 
decoration consists of cherubs’ heads, groups of fruit and leaf-work, in silver relief, 
incrusted upon a russet groundwork. The grip is bound with silver wire, but is 
of modern workmanship. The blade is 33^ in. long, of flattened oval section, grooved and 
chiselled with the number 1.4. 1.4 also the running wolf mark. This blade does not 
belong to the hilt; it is too short and too light. It also lacks the ricasso, or blunted 
portion that fits within the pas d'dne . In the old inventory some fanciful allusion 
is made to the number on the blade representing its date 1414, and it is stated that 
it was one of the blades made by order of Henry V. for the invasion of France, but 
this, it is hardly necessary to say, is an entire invention, the true date of the blade 
being well within the second half of the 17th century, and the number 1 . 4 . 1 . 4 
represents either some Arsenal mark or possibly some talisman. Both hilt and 
blade have suffered from the vigorous over-cleaning of the past. [&e Plate 9. 


61—A Sword. 

English fashion , but probably of Italian workmanship , first years of the 1 jth Century , 

This sword was purchased for the Royal Collection from Bland, the sword- 
cutler, early in the 19th century. 

The pommel is large and spheroidal, with diagonally curved quillons, and “swept” 
bar-guard. The hilt presents the rare repetition of the guard on either side of the 
grip. The decoration of the hilt is composed of acanthus foliage, introducing 
caryatid winged figures, swags of fruit and flowers, and scroll-work thickly incrusted 
in silver, on a groundwork that has been brilliantly blued and damascened with a 
true arabesque design in gold azzimina . The under surface of the bars is also blued 
and similarly damascened with arabesque designs. The grip, bound with silver wire, 
of 18th century date. The blade is 3if in. long, back-edged and grooved at the 
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hilt, etched and gilt in the manner of Clemens Horn with the following inscription, 
bordered with minute scroll-work : 

QVI ' GLADIO * FERIT ' GLADIO PERIT G * 

CONSILIO ' POLLET * CVI * VIM * NATVRA . NEGAv. 

Translated. 

HE WHO STRIKES WITH THE SWORD, PERISHES BY THE SWORD. 

HE, TO WHOM NATURE HAS DENIED STRENGTH, GAINS HIS ENDS BY CRAFT. 

Further down the blade is a design of hearts, introducing the letters 

3 w * s * 


and numerals 
[See Plate g. 


6 2—A Sword worn by King James 1 . 

The hilt is of English workmanship and fashion , of the first quarter of the I jtb 
Century. The blade by Clemens Horn , and dated 1617. 

The pommel is of inverted pear-shaped form, hollow in make, and fashioned as five spiral 
scrolls, a jour , resting back to back ; the knuckle-guard is flat, swelling in the centre, 
where it is pierced with a diamond-shaped hole ; the quillons are short and fiat, with 
ribbon-pattern ends. The single bar is constructed on the same principle, and the shell 
framed in like ribbon-pattern bands. The decoration of the hilt consists of trophies 
of arms and festoons and bouquets of fruit and flowers, boldly engraved with a tool 
and gilt upon a russet groundwork. The whole of this ornamentation is bordered 
by a beading incrusted in silver. The under side of the bars is entirely gilt, and punched 
with small circles. The grip of wood, with contemporary binding of silver wire. 
The blade is 30^- in. long and 1^- in. wide, with deeply chamfered cutting edges ; 
the surface blued and elaborately etched and gilt, with the following inscription : 


On the front face. 

(M . Y . R . K.) fi FIDE SED.' 


C 

VERITATEM DILIGE S 

CONSTANS : FOTI : I WAT. 
PVGNA PRO PATRIA (oMNIBVs) 

GLORIA VIRI : SEnVITVR, 
NEC TEMERE NEC TIM. 


(per.) 


f EVROPA \ / PRO CHRISTO A 

Vaetwm ?/ Vet patria. 3 ) 


CVI VIDE __ 

CONCORDIA RES PARVAi CRESC : 

(s) (mab) 

TANDEM . BONA . CAVSA TRIVMMAT. 

(SEMP) 

(AHVILA ET . SERP.) 



(• 


Translated. 

/ TRUST BUT 

(.) \IN WHOM, BE CAREFUL 

LOVE TRUTH 

THE RELIABLE MAN HELPS (OR DELIGHTS) THE BRAVE MAN. SMALL ESTATES GROW BY CONCORD. 

FIGHT FOR YOUR COUNTRY (.) 

THE GLORY OF A MAN FOLLOWS HIM. IN THE END THE GOOD CAUSE TRIUMPHS. 

NEITHER RASHLY NOR TIMOROUSLY. (.) 

(THE EAGLE AND SERPENT). 

/ EUROPE \ / FOR CHRIST \ 

\WHAT IS JUST/ \AND One’s COUNTRY 7 / 
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On the back face. 

(soli deo) (virlfv) (g . v . s) (pars) 

INTER ARMA SILENT RECTE FACIENDO NEMIN : CONSTANTER ET SINGERE 

(gloria) (cl : v : sEq :) (pelic : cign :) (asia) 

LEGES: ANNO DOMINI 1617. TIMEAS ? VIM VI REP LICET VIVIT . POST . FVNERA . VIRTVS 

(svperst) (s . d . g. i) (mvnd) 


PRO . ARIS . ET . FOCIS ? 3 . Y 

(DETUR.) /INTER ARMAN 

\ SILENT LEG / 


(SPE ET PATIENTIA) 
(PROLEGE ET GRECE) 


(to god alone) 

IN TIME OF WAR THE LAWS 

(let glory) 

ARE SILENT. IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1617 . 


'Translated. 


(.) (.) ( A part) 


IN DOING RIGHT WITHOUT CEASING AND SINCERELY FEAR 

(.) (of the pelican and swan) (asia) 

NO MAN. IT IS LAWFUL TO REPEL FORCE BY FORCE. VIRTUE LIVES 

AFTER DEATH. 


FOR OUR ALTARS AND HOMES 

(BE GIVEN.) 


(survives.) (.) (OF THE world) 

' IN TIME OF WAR \ (iN HOPE AND PATIENCE) 

THE LAWS ARE SILENT/ (FOR THE LAW AND PEOPLE) 


The sequence of the various rather meaningless sentences is broken by the introduction 
of small panels of various ornaments, griffins, stags, lions, hearts, and minute scroll-work. 
On the ricasso is stamped twice the unicorn head, the mark of Clemens Horn. It has its 
original scabbard of black leather, with an enriched ferrule mount. [See Plate 9. 


-A 



Heavy Fighting Sword. 

The hilt probably of French workmanship , dating within the second half of the ijth 
Century. The blade dated 1654. 

There is a note in the old Inventory, dated March 28, 1822, to the effect that 
“This sword did belong to His late Majesty George the Third, and was 
brought from Augusta Lodge.” 


The pommel is oviform, chiselled with leafage ; the guard ample, being composed oi 
two large shells and two knuckle-guards. One shell has chased upon it in low relief 
two mounted knights fighting, in the costume of circa 1630, the other shell a figure in 
Roman armour, probably representing Victory, seated upon a trophy of arms and armour. 
The grip of later date ; it is covered with shark’s-skin and bound with copper wire. 
The blade is 35 in. long, i| in. wide and back-edged, powerful, heavy and doubly 
grooved. It is thinly etched with ill-copied Latin sentences such as are usually found 
on sword blades, prominent amongst others being 


PRO ARIS ET FOCIS : SOLI DEO GLORIA, ETC., ETC. 

the date 1654, and roughly drawn figures of Roman warriors and birds. 

From the section of the blade and from the extremely weak nature of the ornamentation 
it is almost safe to consider it a forgery, but an old forgery done some time during the 
middle of the 18th century. Both the hilt and the blade now in it have suffered from 
over-cleaning. [ See Plate 11. 
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64-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

Erroneously called the Claymore. 

English fashion and ’workmanship, first quarter of the \jth Century. 

The hilt is of the usual basket form, derived in the first place from the sword of the 
Venetian Schiavoni, or hired soldiery ; it is of a type common in England from as early 
as 1600, but which in the end of the 17th century, from its extreme usefulness, became 
the accepted cavalry weapon. From England it was introduced into Scotland, where it 
received its wrong nomenclature of Claymore, from the Gaelic of “ claidheamh-mor,” 
or great sword, by which name the Highlanders had been accustomed to call their large 
two-handed swords of the 16th century. In this example the whole surface is russeted 
and incrusted with cherubs’ heads, scroll-work, etc. in silver. The grip newly bound 
with silver wire. The blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged and hollowed. 


65-A Rapier, said to have belonged to John Hampden. 

The workmanship and fashion of the hilt seem to be French, and of any period 
between 1570 and 1620. 

This beautiful weapon, by far the finest from the point of design and workmanship 
in the Royal Collection, has, like the shield No. 71, been always reputed to be 
the workmanship of Benvenuto Cellini, and as such is illustrated in a work on that 
master. Splendid as the quality of the chiselling is, and excellent the design, the 
attribution to the hand of Cellini must be for ever set aside. It in no way 
resembles the often over-charged and, may it be said, over-estimated later works of 
Cellini, for by the fashion and decoration of the hilt, which at its earliest could 
not be placed before 1570, the year before Cellini’s death, it shows none of the 
characteristics which his work at this period had attained—the stage where the 
over-abundance of caryatids, strapwork and richness of adornment had somewhat over¬ 
stepped the limits of really true and fine taste. 

The pommel is of flattened, pear-shaped form, the grip cylindrical, swelling in the 
centre, slightly curved quillons, and ring-guard, attached to the end of the pas d'ane ; 
the whole hilt finely chiselled in low relief with subjects chosen from the life of 
King David—his slaying the lion, cutting off the head of Goliath, his coronation as King 
of Israel. The quillons terminate in the figures of Fame and Time. Other portions of 
the hilt are chiselled with satyrs, nude figures, therms and foliage of minute and exquisite 
design : some details of the figures, such as their armour, etc., are damascened with 
gold. The blade is 34 in. long, of flattened, diamond section, impressed upon the 
ricasso with the Solingen bladesmith’s mark, a unicorn’s head—the mark of Clemens Horn. 
The scabbard is recorded in the Carlton House Inventory, but it is now unfortunately 
lost ; it was of black leather with a ferrule mount of steel embossed with figures. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection in 1807 by Walsh Porter, Esq., 
as having belonged to the illustrious English patriot, John Hampden. It is quite possible 
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the weapon may have been his property, for during his early years Hampden is said to 
have mingled freely in the pursuits which were fashionable among men of large fortune 
at the period. He was bom in 1594, so it would be about the year 1612, seven 
years before his marriage, that he consorted with men of fashion, and when he probably 
acquired and wore the rapier in question. This enriched weapon must soon have 
been laid aside, for in about 1620 he adopted the religious principles and virtuous 
habits of the Puritans, and became noted for “an extraordinary sobriety and strictness,” 
when such a weapon would have been out of all keeping with his principles. Of 
the life of John Hampden nothing need here be noted. “ Never,” says Guizot, “ had 
a man inspired a nation with so much confidence. ... His name thus stands 
fixed for ever on that height whither the love and full confidence of his contemporaries 
had carried it.” Hampden died in 1643, being mortally wounded in a skirmish at 
Chalgrove Field, near Thame in Oxfordshire. [See Plate 10. 

66-A Rapier. 

English fashion and workmanship, first years of the 1 jth Century . 

The formation of the hilt of this rapier is most common, and very characteristically 
English, the elongated, oviform pommel, quillons reversed in opposite directions, and 
combined shell and bar-guard, being a type that held the fashion in England from 
1590—1620. In this example its surface is now russeted from rust oxidisation, though 
no doubt formerly gilt. Various designs of cherubs’ heads, scroll-work, and beading are 
thickly incrusted in silver. The grip now upon the rapier was added early in the 19th 
century, and is at least one inch too long. 

The blade cannot have belonged originally to the hilt, as it is a quarter of a century 
later in date. It is 47 in. long, of diamond-shaped section, tapering to an acute point, 
grooved, and inscribed en solingen. On either side upon the ricasso is stamped a sword- 
smith’s mark (much rubbed). 

67 & 68—A Cup-hilted Rapier. 

With its left-hand dagger en suite , said to have belonged to Philip the Fourth 
of Spain (1621—1665). 

They appear to be of Italian workmanship but of Spanish fashion, made during the 
last half of the xyth Century. 

Brought from the Armoury of Don Manuel de Godoy, the Prince of Peace, 
and presented by General Doyle to the Royal Armoury of the Prince Regent 
at Carlton House in 1812. 

Rapiers with this cup-form of guard were in the past considered to have been used 
at a much earlier date than was actually the case, for there is no evidence in Spanish 
portraits of their existence before about 1640, and as far as it is known but two dated 
examples exist, one recently bequeathed to the Bargello Museum at Florence, dated 1678, 
and one in the Wallace Collection (No. 164 of the 1901 Catalogue) dated 1701. 
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The rapier is of the usual cup-hilt form, with long straight quillons ending in 
knobs, large pas tfdne , knuckle-guard, and flattened spherical pommel. The cup is large 
and hemispherical, having its edge turned outward to catch the point of the adversary’s 
rapier. In the interior is the inner shell, known in Spain as the guardapoho. The 
grip bound with silver wire and enriched with beaded longitudinal iron bands. The 
blade is 39 in, long, of hexagonal section, grooved and inscribed : 

HEINRICH COEL ME FECIT . SOLINGEN. 

The dagger has the triangular knuckle-guard peculiar to the period, also straight 
quillons, fluted pommel and similar grip ; the blade is 18 in. long, 2 in. wide at the hilt, 
where it is furnished with two sword-breakers. The remainder of the distance is of flattened, 
diamond-shaped section. At the hilt it is punched with small dotted ornaments. 

The decoration of both the rapier and the dagger is almost identical, the quillons, knuckle- 
guard and edging to the cup and guard being chiselled with conventional bands of 
laurel foliage bound with ribbons. The cup of the rapier is enriched with oval panels 
containing combating figures of Romans and Orientals ; outside these panels are trophies 
of various arms. All these subjects and decorations are not embossed but chiselled out 
of the solid ground, any exposed portion of the groundwork being worked to a granulated 
surface. [See Plate 11. 

-A Sword. 

Its nationality seems to be French. 

It figures in a portrait of King George III., by Zoffany, now hanging in Buckingham 
Palace. It is difficult to assign a date and nationality to this sword, as its formation 
and its decoration seem so contradictory one to the other. In decoration it might be 
as early as 1580, in form it could not be earlier than 1690. Let it therefore be considered 
as a weapon of that date, but inspired by a far earlier manner of ornamentation, almost 
coming under the heading of the Jean Goujon school in its graceful figures and careful 
anatomical modelling. 

The hilt is of brightened steel worked upon a granulated gold ground. The pommel is 
pear-shaped, chiselled in the highest relief with the 4th Labour of Hercules, his killing the 
centaur Pholus. Upon the knuckle-guard is the 5th Labour, Hercules killing the Hydra; 
upon the single bar the recumbent figure of Venus ; upon one side of the ricasso the 
Judgment of Paris, and on the reverse side the figure of Minerva. All these subjects 
are in the usual frame setting of grotesques, groups of flowers and fruit. The whole of 
the exposed groundwork is granulated and plated with gold. 

The grip now upon the sword is bound with copper and silver, and of early 19th 
century date, as is also the blade, which is 34^ in. long and of diamond-shaped section, 
with hollowed faces. At the hilt it is etched with scroll-work, fully gilt and blued, in 
a narrow band. There is a record in the old Carlton House Inventory that it had a 
scabbard of black leather, with a chape and ferrule of steel embossed with figures. This 
is now unfortunately lost. [See Plate 8. 
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70— A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship and fashion , of the second half of the ijth Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III. and was brought from Augusta Lodge 
to the Carlton House Armoury in 1822. 

The hilt of this weapon is unusually fine as regards design, execution and condition 
if compared with other swords of the same type that are handed down to us. The 
pommel is oviform, chiselled with acanthus leaves, which are reserved and blued upon 
a granulated, gilded ground ; there are three knuckle-guards, each joining the basket 
hilt to the pommel. The basket hilt is composed of two oval panels, one containing a 
mounted soldier in the costume of circa 1650, the other a profile view of a helmet ; the 
spaces between filled with scroll-work a jour , and a figure holding a sword and book. 
The grip has been added in the 18th century. The blade is 33! in. long, back-edged 
and grooved, thinly etched with a floral scroll design and the name of the well-known 
bladesmith andrea farara, which, however, from the make of the blade and the manner 
in which the signature is added, leads to the belief that it is a contemporary forgery 
of the 17th century. [See Plate 30. 

71— A Rondache or Shield. 

Known always as the “ Cellini Shield.” 

French workmanship , second half of the 1 6th Century. The diameter is 23 in., the 
depth 8 in. 

It is of steel, circular and slightly convex in form. From the centre springs an 
ornamented boss terminating in a spike. The decoration is carried to the highest possible 
pitch of refinement, embossing in low relief, surface chasing, magnificent gold and silver 
damascening, overlaying, plating with gold and silver, russeting and bluing, all being used 
lavishly yet with that necessary reserve upon its face enrichment. 

The surface is divided by male and female terminal figures into four compartments, 
each containing a subject illustrative of the life of Julius Caesar, executed in relief, the 
armour and accessories being damascened with gold in the most elaborate manner. Above 
and below these panels are bands of oval cartouches, containing scroll-work connected 
by square links with exquisite smaller guilloche and fret borders, all richly damascened. 

The first compartment represents Ca:sar receiving the tokens of the death of Pompey ; 
a soldier who has just landed from a boat presents him with the head of the vanquished 
warrior, and his signet ring. The second represents a combat of horse and foot soldiers, 
probably the battle of Thapsus. The third composition is a sacrifice, with the accidental 
staining of Cresar’s robe with blood, looked upon as a prognostic of evil. The fourth 
depicts another conflict, probably the battle of Munda, in which Ca:sar rallied his troops 
at his own personal risk. The following Latin inscription encircles the shield near its 
outer margin : 

AMBITUS HIC MINIMUS MAGNAM CAPIT AMBITIONEM, 

QUAE REGNA EVERTIT, DESTRUIT IMPERIA ; 
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SUSTULIT E MEDIO MAGNI VITAMQUE DECUSQUE 
POMPEII AVEXIT CAESARIS IMPERIUM 
CAESARIS IN COELUM MITIS CLEMENTIA FERTUR 
QUAE TAMEN IIUIC TANDEM PERNICIOSA FUIT. 

ANNULUS EXEIT El LACHRYMAS CERVIXQUE RESECTA 
POMPEII, HUIC PATH IT QUAM PRO BUS ILLE FORET. 

IN SACRIS DOCUIT VESTIS CONSPERSA CRUORE 
HUIC PRAESAGA MALI TALIA FATA FORE. 

SI VIRES IGITUR SPECTAVENS (sic) AMBITIONIS 
NON GRAVIUS VIDE AS AMBITIONS MALUM. 

Translated ; 

THIS VERY SMALL RIM INCLUDES THE GREAT (SPIRIT OF) AMBITION 
WHICH OVERTURNS KINGDOMS, DESTROYS EMPIRES J 

IT RAISED FROM THE MIDST (OF OTHERS) THE LIFE AND GLORY OF THE GREAT POM PE Y, 

IT TOOK AWAY THE EMPIRE OF C^SAR. 

THE MILD CLEMENCY OF CASAR IS EXTOLLED TO HEAVEN, 

WHICH HOWEVER WAS AT LENGTH DESTRUCTIVE TO THIS MAN. 

THE RING AND SEVERED NECK OF POMPEY DREW FORTH TEARS FROM HIM, 

HE HAD MADE MANIFEST TO THIS MAN HOW UPRIGHT HE WOULD EE. 

THE GARMENT BESPATTERED WITH BLOOD IN THE SACRED RITES TAUGHT 
THAT FOR HIM THERE WOULD BE SUCH FATEFUL FORETELLINGS OF WOE. 

IF THEREFORE YOU REGARD THE POWER OF AMBITION 

YOU MAY SEE THAT THERE IS NO GREATER EVIL THAN THE SEEKING FOR HONOURS. 

This shield has always been reputed to be the workmanship of Benvenuto Cellini ; 
there is, however, no valid ground for ascribing it to him, but, on the contrary, all 
goes to disprove the theory. No true record exists as to how the Windsor Armoury 
came possessed of this treasure, but it is traditionally said to have been presented by 
Francis I. to Henry VIII. at the Field of the Cloth of Gold in 1520. These ambitious 
attributions, however, hardly tally one with the other, for if the shield were made by 
Cellini and given by one Sovereign to the other on that memorable field of Ardres, 
Cellini would have been but nineteen years of age when he produced this masterpiece, 
about which time he was working his apprenticeship with the Florentine jeweller 
Antonio Marcone. 

It may therefore be considered confusing to give the old name of the Cellini Shield 
to this fine example of parade armour, but so unlike that master’s work is it, and, 
indeed, so assertively later in style and workmanship, that the appellation cannot be 
misleading even to the most uninitiated, and by adhering to its past name no difficulties 
can arise as to its identity, for it has a European reputation, and has many times been 
described and written about, always under the heading of the Cellini Shield of Windsor. 

There has been of late much controversy as to the nationality of this chef d'oeuvre 
ot the armourer’s art. Italy and Spain have both had credit for its production, but 
no doubt now exists as to its French origin, though by the hand of an artist whose 
name up to the present is unknown to us. Examples of his wonderful work are to be found 
in nearly all the more important armouries of Europe. The magnificent enamelled gold 
shield and morion made for Charles IX., now in the Galerie d’Apollon of the Louvre, 
are from his hand ; also the unfinished suit in the same Gallery, ascribed to Henri II. 
At Stockholm the superb harness for man and horse, said to have been made for 
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Charles IX. of Sweden, comes under the same category ; also a buckler, No. F3, in 
the Royal Armoury of Turin. These are but the mor.e important works of this great 
unknown, the list of individual pieces would be too long to enumerate here. His 
work is very characteristic of its period, the third quarter of the 16th century, introducing 
the carefully drawn and marvellously executed figures of the then popular Fontainebleau 
school. Once get figured in the mind his curiously grouped compositions, among which 
are so many subjects viewed directly from the back or from three-quarter view, his 
subtle modelling in very low relief, and the delicate surface chiselling, the work of this 
artist-armourer is easily recognisable. 

A word must be said for the matchless quality of the gold and silver damascening. 
The beautiful arabesques that form the theme of the central boss decoration are inlaid 
with an almost mechanical correctness ; indeed, so fine is the damascening in quality and 
so splendid the condition, that the work of the Zuloaga of Spain or the Komai of 
modern Japan suggests itself rather than that of an artist who died little short of 
three hundred years ago. [See Plate 12. 


Over the suit No. 72 is hung a trophy that corresponds exactly with that over suit 
No. 56. All the weapons are the same ; but the half-suit of armour is rather less complete, 
though possibly somewhat finer in quality, than its companion. Also in the place of the Polish 
helmet is an English “ Lobster-tailed ” helmet of the 17th century. 

7 2-A Suit of Armour. 

Probably German , middle of the 1 6th Century. 

The surface is of brightened steel, the borders embossed with bands of conventional 
leaves, the groundwork of which is blackened. It consists of the back and breastplate, 
faces, tassets, pauldrons, rere and vambraces, gauntlets, gorget, cuisses, jambes, sollerets, and 
closed helmet. The modern additions appear to be both entire legs. The helmet does not 
belong to the suit, being of 17th century date; the gauntlets also do not belong to the suit, 
and are of rather earlier date. 

This poor suit, a ghost of its original self, like No. 56 was obtained from the 
Tower of London. When shown there its whole surface was deeply etched with 
ornaments of scroll-work introducing the shields of arms of imaginary nobles. This 
re-enrichment had been applied to the suit some time during the first half of the 19th 
century. When this suit reached the Windsor Armoury, the first work was to have this 
meaningless modern adornment removed. It proved a difficult undertaking, as the acid 
had bitten deeply into the surface ; the plates were taken apart, and each carefully ground 
on a fine emery wheel. The task was not too successfully accomplished, as some traces of 
the etching still exist on some of the plates. The whole surface is now of a somewhat 
unpleasant colour, but that will be corrected by judicious and careful cleaning and by the 
effect of time. However, the suit is now as it was when originally made, a simple war 
harness of no pretensions other than usefulness. 
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CASE C. 


T HE trophy corresponds with that hanging over Case A. The half-suit of armour in the 
centre has a back and breastplate splinted into a number of plates or lames, giving 
a freer movement to the body. It dates from the third quarter of the 16th century. 
The remaining armour and arms are the same, with the exception of the two rapiers, which 
are not “ swept ’’-hiked, but have cup hilts, though of very uncertain date. 


73 & 7 S ~A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish , late 18 th Century. 

These stirrups were presented to the Royal Armoury in 1819 by the Bey of Algiers, 
through the medium of the Algerine Ambassador. 

They are of silver, and of the triangular form common in the East; the treads large and 
slightly convex. The sides are decorated with branches of conventional flowers, executed 
in flat chasing and piercing; a plate riveted to the inner side forms its solid field; the treads 
are pierced a jour with fleur-de-lys-like forms. Above is the oval loop for suspension, and 
at the base is stamped a character and the date 1819 roughly scratched. 


74-A Lock and Key. 

Evidently intended for a treasure or jewel-chest, fitted with a brace of pistols, which 
could be so arranged as to discharge themselves should the key be turned by anyone not 
knowing the secret. The lock is contained in a flattened, rectangular case of iron, painted 
black and emblazoned with the Royal arms in gold. The interior is of steel, brass, and gilt 
iron, most intricate in workmanship, engraved with the name of the maker, willm walls 
fecit ; the two small pistols are on the usual flint-and-steel principle. The key is of steel, 
plated with silver, the bow pierced and engraved with the Royal arms, the wards fashioned 
to form the cipher G. r. iii., and the date 1761. The lock plate is of mahogany, the edges 
bevelled, and the face decorated with an applied design in engraved brass. The design 
represents the arms of Great Britain, trophies of arms, and figures of Fame and rococo 
scroll-work, the whole apparently taken from a design of Chippendale executed in his 
Chinese manner. 
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76 Sc 77-A Pair of Stirrups of Gilt Bronze. 

Hispano-Moorish, early ijth Century. 

These stirrups were bought for the Royal Collection in August, 1815, from 
Mr. Colnaghi. 

They are of Asiatic form, but the compositions on the side, which are cast and chased, 
are directly copied from a characteristic Elizabethan strapwork ornament, introducing 
masks, fruit, etc. The raised designs are gilt upon a silvered ground. The chasing is 
by an Oriental hand not understanding the principle of the European ornamentation, 
as additional enrichments have been added, in the way of feathering and punched 
mouldings, entirely out of character with the correct architectural features of the panels. 
The treads, as also the loops for suspension, are engraved with a true Moorish arabesque 
ornament. 


78 Sc 79—A Pair of Spurs. 

Probably English, early 1 yth Century. 

They are of copper gilt. The heel bands are boldly engraved with conventional 
ornaments, the groundwork partly matted ; the necks curved in the centre to an 
obtuse angle. The rowels large and five-pointed. Attached are the original buckles. 
These spurs have been re-gilt in later Georgian times, probably for use in the Coronation 
eremony of King George IV. 


80—A Chanfron. 

The defence for a horse’s head. 

Belonging to the suit No. 677, said to have been made for Charles, Prince 
of Wales. 

In the front is a shield-shaped plume-holder. Between the ear-guards, attached by 
a hinge, is the crinet. [See Plate 25. 


81 Sc 83—A Pair of Stirrups of Silver. 

Roughly shaped. Probably ‘Turkish, 18 th Century. 


82—A Reinforcing Breastplate. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the suit of the Earl of Worcester, No. 113 
in this Collection ; also in the Tower of London. 

On the right-hand side, attached by staples, is a folding lance rest: this was 
formerly entirely gilt. 
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8 4-A Chanfron, 

The defence for a horse's head. 

Belonging to the suit No. 810, said to have been made for Prince Rupert. 

Below the ears are hinged side-plates, and between them a hinged crinet. In the 
front is a spike and corrugated rondel: these are modern additions. pfe? Plate 25. 


85-A Large Tilting Elbow-guard. 

Used for reinforcing the left arm. 

Belonging to the suit No. 677, said to have been made for Charles, Prince 
of Wales. [See Plate 25. 

86 & 88-A Pair of Cuisses and Genouilleres. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the suit of Sir John Smythe, No. 112 in this 
Collection ; also in the Tower of London, 

The cuisses are each composed of ten plates, the genouilleres of three. The 
borders are roped. [See Plate 34. 


87—A Reinforcing Bevor for Tilting. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the suit of the Earl ot Worcester, No. 113 
in this Collection ; also in the Tower of London. 


89—A Large Tilting Elbow-guard. 

Used for reinforcing the left arm. 

Belonging to the suit No, 810, said to have been made for Prince Rupert. 

[See Plate 25. 


90-A Spur. 

English, first half of the lyth Century. 

The surface is russeted, the heel-strap moulded with various ornaments ; the neck formed 
in the centre to an obtuse angle ; the rowel shaped as a five-pointed star. 


91—A Spur. 

English, first half of the lyth Century. 

It was presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Baker, in 1811 ; it was found in 
a field near Dorchester, Oxfordshire. 

The surface is russeted and incrusted with a geometrical ornament in silver. The neck 
of the spur is curved and fitted with a star-shaped rowel of brass ; one branch missing. 

40 


Windsor Collection. 


93-A half Chanfron. 

The defence for a horse’s head. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the suit of Sir John Smythe, No. 112 in this 
Collection ; also in the Tower Collection. 

The central shield is missing ; the side plates beneath the ears are permanently riveted 
to the front plate, as is also the crinet. [See Plate 34. 

95—A Pike. 

Apparently of English workmanship, second half of the ijt/i Century. 

In the old Inventory it figured as “An Eastern Javelin.” 

The small head partakes of partisan form, the half-socket partly faceted with three sharp 
projecting mouldings ; this form is also repeated on the ferrule. The surface is 
russeted, and at the base of the blade, chiselled in low relief, is the Imperial double-headed 
eagle on a ground of scroll-work incrusted in silver ; this incrustation, though in a flatter 
form of inlay, occupies other exposed surfaces of the iron-work. This weapon has its 
original staff of ash. 


97 & 99—A Pair of Spurs. 

Spanish or Mexican, late \yth Century. 

The surface is now brightened, the heel-strap broad, widening to loops at the end ; 
engraved with a zig-zag band ; the neck short and flat, pierced with a hole in the centre ; 
the rowel formed as a seven-pointed star. 


9 8-Three Plates from the Cantle of a Saddle. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the suit of Sir John Smythe, No. 112 in this 
Collection ; also in the Tower Collection. The exterior edge is hollowed to 
a bold cabled design. [See Plate 34. 


101 & 104—A Pair of Spurs of Silver. 

Mexican, early 18 th Century. 

The heel-straps have an escalloped outline, and narrow rope-pattern bands; suspended 
from the base of the neck to the buckles are pendent chains. The necks are short, and 
fitted with steel rowels fashioned to stars of seven points. Attached are the original 
buckles and straps. 
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The following fourteen pieces of plate armour possibly form the most interesting items 
now in the Royal Collection at Windsor, for they represent the earliest examples in the 
Armoury. They, one and all, are from the same suit, and from no other suit than that 
made for King Henry VIII., now preserved in the Tower of London Armoury (Class 2, 
No. 7). This suit was formerly known as the armour of Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, Marshal of the Household of King Henry VIII., it formerly being considered 
quite impossible that a monarch should possess four suits of armour, three already existing 
in the Tower, notably the one (Class 2, No. 29) made by Susenhoffer and presented to 
Henry VIII. on his marriage with Queen Catherine of Aragon in 1509 by the Emperor 
Maximilian, the other a simple, though very complete suit made for the King to be 
used on foot in the “ champ-clos” (Class 2, No. 28), and a third mounted suit of 
enormous size (Class 2, No. 6). Hence the burly suit, always in the Crown Collection, 
was attributed to Charles Brandon, he being known as of large proportions and the 
most likely owner of such a harness. 

However, thanks to recent research, the true owner has been recognised, and we now 
know this fine great suit to have belonged to the popular Tudor monarch. The suit 
in the Tower is apparently full in all its details, even to a tilting grand-guard such as 
we have in the Windsor Collection. Yet we have here fourteen “ extra ” pieces that 
the suit would seem to do well without. 

The suit and extra pieces here are apparently of German manufacture, though Italian in 
fashion : the workmanship most excellent, and the decoration very simple and satisfying in 
its balance of ornament. Each plate is finely formed and very characteristic of its period 
—circa 1530. The iron used is hard, close and black in texture. All the borders are 
slightly sunk, thinly etched with conventional duplicated scroll-work, and in places 

introducing the pomegranate and rose, fully gilt. The rivets that connect plate to 
plate are steel-headed, and the border-rivets that secured the lining have hemispherical 
heads cased in latten. Of the pieces in the Windsor Armoury, deservedly ranking fore¬ 
most in interest is the gauntlet (No. 106), known as locking on account of the fact 
that the top plates of the finger mittens were fastened by a hook and staple to the inner 
cuff-plate, making it impossible to loose a mace or other weapon from the grip. At a 
certain date its use in a tournament was prohibited as an unfair advantage. 

Next in point of interest is the bridle gauntlet for the left hand (No. 103), for 

beyond its fine proportions it presents a feature that is extremely rare—that of 

the presence of a rondel attached to a stem and riveted above the metacarpal plates. 
What can have been its duties upon the gauntlet, or upon the suit at all ? Yet it 
is a feature that often appears in early Italian pictures. In our National Gallery the 
picture by Uccello, known, though we believe erroneously, as the Battle of Sant’ Egidio, 
shows many knights armed with such a rondel upon the gauntlet. In the early closed 
helmet, known as the armet, a rondel is nearly always found at the back of the skull- 
piece. Its use there can be explained, for it protected the closed joints of the 

side plates of the helmet, but, as already stated, its presence upon the solid plate of the 
gauntlet is inexplicable. 


42 





Plate 13. 



z 

o 

p 

i 


i 

H 

g 

z 


K 

« 

cn 


5 P 

* < 
H E 


as 


5- O 

s a 

55 (0^ 

0 g* 
g Wc 

| SS Je u 

s ! 1 Isllgg 

§ zgasgaga 

| sS^agcp 0 - 

g ||o|£Sgl 

2 ^"IgaSa 

s Sfelalasg 
j weSisS 
1 S2j%s” 

« ^''S 8 e 5 <§ 

<; .opZoupS 

g ® S *33 h>° 

o 

S ft _NiOl£)N^i 
O ^gOOOO-H 

>2 OOnrlMHHH 

O ta « 

P O o o- O’ o o. O’ o 

« ZZZZZZZZ 
© 

P 

3 








Windsor Collection. 


Next in interest in this series are the two small plates (No. 109) from the croupiere of 
the horse armour. In its centre is a hole to which was formerly riveted a stem, at the 
end of which was a bell—a feature so often seen in 16th century manuscripts, but seldom, if 
ever, met with in actual existence. This formed part of the tilting apparel of this harness. 
Again, taken from the point of their rarity, the splendid pair of cuisses, or thigh pieces 
(Nos. 96 and 100), though presenting no special feature, save their large and fine 
proportions, are good examples of this particular plate, being in form and feature con¬ 
siderably earlier in style than the rest of the suit ; indeed, they closely resemble the 
Italian cuisses of circa 1460. 

Finishing this series of pieces are the two grand-guards (Nos. 114 and 114 A), exactly 
alike in all details, conventional in form, but presenting, as does the Tower of London 
example, the grill on the right-hand side of the face guard. 

These end the Henry VIII. section in the Windsor Armoury. How they strayed from 
their original suits it would be interesting to know, but without much doubt it can be 
taken that they were part of the collection of arms that was brought from the Tower 
of London early in the 19th century to decorate Windsor Castle. 


92-A Bridle Mitten Gauntlet for the left hand. 
94-A Mitten Gauntlet for the right hand. 

96—The Left Cuisse. 


100—The Right Cuisse. 


102— The Large Tilting Guard. 

Used for reinforcing the left arm. 

103- The Bridle Gauntlet for the left hand. 


With a rondel above the wrist. 


[See Plate 13. 


[See Plate 13. 
[See Plate 13. 


[See Plate 13. 


[See Plate 13. 


105— Two Plates from the right-hand Saddle Burr. 

106— A Locking Mitten Gauntlet for the right hand. 

[See Plate 13. 

107— Three Plates from the cantle of the Saddle. 

[See Plate 13. 

108— Two Plates from the left-hand Saddle Burr. 


109—Two Plates from the Croupiere of the Horse Armour. 
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114—The Reinforcing Grand Guard for Tilting. 

[See Plate 13. 

114A— A similar Reinforced Plate. 

[See Plate 13. 

Behind the suit No. 110 is hung a Henry VIII. pistol shield, behind which, in the 
centre, is a fine late 16th century partisan, with processional partisans temp. Charles II., 
and spontoons of the 18th century on either side ; there are also two Portuguese cavalry swords 
of the 18th century. Above this arrangement is hung an English pikeman’s breastplate, tassets 
and helmet, late 17th century, two firelock muskets temp. William and Mary, and a 
large horn flask of early 19th century workmanship. 


iio-A Suit of Armour. 

German fashion , last quarter of the 1 §th Century. 

The surface is of brightened steel, decorated with chevron bands of fluting. It consists 
of the back and breastplate, with detached placate, taces, tuilles, pauldrons, rere and 
vambraces, coudes, gauntlets, gorget, cuisses, sollerets, left-hand rondel, and salade. 

The whole suit, with the exception of the breastplate, taces, and part of the backplate, 
is of comparatively modern make, though evidently very carefully copied from some 
existing suit, as all the forms are good and correct in proportion. The breastplate is 
a fine example of fifteenth century armoursmitb’s work, splendid in form, and graceful 
and effective in ornamentation. This suit, like numbers 56, 72, 811, and 812, came from 
the Tower of London, where it has always been known as the armour worn by the 
Marquis of Waterford at the Eglinton Tournament of 1839. The modern additions 
are probably the work of an armourer called Grimshaw, who worked for Mr. Pratt, the 
dealer in Bond Street. 


Over the doorway into the Charles II. dining-room, between the suits Nos. 110 and 
in, is a trophy of two regimental banners, three halberds of the 17th century, two spontoons 
of the 18th century, two pikes of dubious date, and two basket-hiked swords, probably Scotch, 
late 17th century. In front of these is fastened a breast, backplate, and helmet of comparatively 
modern manufacture, obtained from the Tower of London, where formerly it was known 
as the armour of Henry IV. of France; below that is a circular shield of the 16th century, 
etched with roses and other flowers. Behind the suit No. 111 is a similar group of arms to 
that behind No. no, but in the place of the central partisan is a fine English guisarme of the 
first half of the 16th century. The Charles II. partisans are also replaced by German halberds 
of the second quarter of the 16th century. A similar trophy of pikemen’s armour, &c., 
is above. 
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iii—A Full Suit of Armour. 

German in fashion and workmanship , dated on the breastplate 1563. 

This suit is said to have been manufactured for and worn by one of the Dukes of 
Brunswick, but beyond tradition no proof can be found for this attribution. 

The suit consists of the breastplate, the backplate with garde-de-rein, gorget, full 
arms with pauldrons, mitten gauntlets, large palettes, taces, long “lobster” tassets, 
genouilleres, jambes, sollerets and closed helmet. 

This fine suit is complete in its armament, and with the exception perhaps of the jambes, 
is in reality a true “ suit ” of harness, for each plate is made for its fellow. The surface 
is brightened and enriched with bands of aquafortis engraving or etching, executed in 
the style usually associated with the work of Peter Speyer of Annaberg in Saxony. 
The decoration is employed in the following manner :—Down the centre of all the 
principal plates runs a broad band introducing mythological figures, caryatids, and 
festoons of drapery ; these subjects are interrupted by finely designed interlaced strapping 
that at intervals strays beyond the given parallel borders. This same strap-work, but 
confined in bands, follows the edging of the plates. It is upon the palettes that this 
“ Saxon ” strapped ornament is used with the most advantage. The fashion of the suit 
presents few peculiarities : the breastplate shows the highly developed central ridge 
common to the period ; the backplate is faceted above the shoulder blades. The garde- 
de-rein can be shortened by the removal of its last plate. The taces are interesting from 
the fact that they can be shortened to two lengths : in the first length, when but the 
upper portion of the suit was in use, they detach at the fourth lame ; in the second length, 
when the suit was worn on horse without the remainder of the leg-plates, they detach 
at the eighth lame ; here they fasten to the genouilleres. The gauntlets are fine and 
complete, of mitten form, but having the indication of the fingers marked upon them. 
They are each of five plates ; there is a hinged under-plate. The helmet is complete 
with a bevor and vizor of separate parts, which would lead to the supposition it was 
of rather later date than the rest oi the suit ; this is not so, however, for it matches 
in all details the remaining portions of the suit, both in manufacture and in decoration. 
The eyelet holes by which the coif or lining was attached have latten bindings. The 
jambes and sollerets do not belong to the rest of the suit, but are somewhat inferior in 
manufacture ; the toe-caps have embossed upon them radiating petal ornaments ; the 
parts are etched with narrow bands of scroll-work. 

The translation of the various allegorical and other figures upon the suit is as 
follows : upon the comb of the helmet, a narrow composition of figures represents 
savages, fighting elephants, rhinoceros, and camels, a hilly landscape in the back¬ 
ground. Upon the central etched band of the breastplate a gracefully drawn figure 
of Venus, at whose feet stands Cupid. Venus is represented nude, holding in her right 
hand a bow ; by her side rests a vase of lilies, where also is the word venus ; above this 
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is a circular medallion with the figure of Daniel and the lions. Around the border runs 
the following inscription : 

GOT . BEWAR . NICHT . MER . DAN . LE1B . SELE . GVT . VNDERE * I , H . Z . BL . ACH. 

The frieze across the top represents conflicting armies, whilst two Generals attired in Roman 
armour stand in the centre with clasped hands, with the inscription below : conncordia. 
At the top, a little to the left, is the date 1563. In the centre of the plain polished 
surfaces of the breastplate are the initials 1 and h, both beneath crowns. 

Upon the central etched band of the back is the figure of King Sol, crowned, armed 
and holding in his left hand a sceptre finishing in the flaming sun ; at the side is 
engraved the name sol. A frieze across the top of the backplate shows the discovery 
by Action of Diana and her nymphs bathing. 

Upon the gorget in the etched bands are figures of bound captives. Upon the 
pauldrons, the plates covering the shoulder blades have upon them respectively emblematic 
female figures of Fame and Victory. Upon the etched bands of the rere and vambraces on 
the right arm, the figure of Strength, inscribed vort, and the figure of Hercules executing 
his Tenth Labour, carrying the Pillars of Calpe and Abyla; on the left arm the same figure 
of Strength and the figure of Hercules leaning on his club. Upon the etched bands of the 
taces: on the right side, the figure of Venus Amphitrite pouring water from an ewer; 
on the left side, the figure of Cleopatra holding the asp. [See Plate 14. 


Behind the suit No. 112 are three hafted weapons of uncertain date, two halberds 
temp. James II., and two cavalry swords of the early part of the 17th century. 

1 12—A Suit of Armour, reaching to the knee. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for Sir John Smythe. The variations of this suit, 
exactly similar in all details of decoration, are in the Tower of London Col¬ 
lection (Class 2, No. 12). See also in the Windsor Collection, Nos. 86, 
88, 93 and 98 in Case C, and No. 787 in Case L. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 6th Century. 

The decoration of this fine harness is not in the manner usually associated with the 
work of Jacob Topf, being more restrained and simpler in its motives, resembling 
rather the work produced by Wolf, of Landshut, an armourer employed by 
Philip II. of Spain. However, no doubt can exist as to the hand that made 
this suit, for in the “ Armourer’s Book ” (now preserved in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum) showing the original drawings of the suits made by Jacob Topf, 
this harness figures on Plate 36 of the volume, where it is described as having 
been made for Sir John Smythe. 

The suit at Windsor consists of the breastplate, with a tace of one plate, backplate, 
tassets of fifteen lames finishing in genouilleres, gorget, and burgonet casque with hinged 
ear-plates, and protecting “ buffe ” with two falling plates. The surface is enriched with 
broad bands of etching, decorated in the following manner :—at given intervals in the bands 
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are oblong panels framed by strap-work, these panels connected one to the other by a 
quatrefoil arrangement of this same border strapping. The groundwork is occupied with 
fine leafage. All the strapping is gilt upon a granulated ground that is filled in with a black 
pigment. The oblong panels of the breastplate are utilised in the following manner :— 
in the centre at the top, a cross supported by two figures of angels ; in the next panel a 
circular medallion, containing a double Roman bust with the inscription running round it, 
fvtvra prjeteritis ; in the other panels throughout the suit, emblematical female figures 
of Wisdom, Justice, Temperance, Victory, Strength, Truth, Faith, Fame, Chastity trampling 
upon Vice, Fame crowning Victory and other figures, many times repeated. 

In the cabinet of armour and arms belonging to Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord, 
Due de Dino, is the splendid buckler belonging to the Sir John Smythe suit ; and 
in the 1901 catalogue published by the Baron de Cosson, F.S.A., on PI. II., No. D4, it 
will be found described and illustrated, although not recognised as the work of Jacobe, or 
belonging to the Windsor suit, but (as I have already ventured to liken the whole 
suit) as being the work of Wolf, of Landshut. 

In the Tower of London there is a suit of armour (Class 2, No. 12), now mounted on 
horseback, composed of other plates, all from this very comprehensive harness. The suit 
there is complete, the helmet upon it being closed and fitted with a vizor and bevor 
much resembling in form that seen upon the Christopher suit (No. 808). The horse 
armour put with this suit in the Tower, with the exception of the backplates of the 
saddle,* does not belong, and is taken from another harness. At the coronation of King 
George II., the champion selected this suit to wear in the Westminster Hall ceremony. 
Taking the Tower suit, the Windsor three-quarter suit, the many extra pieces at Windsor, 
also the De Dino buckler into consideration, it is a striking proof of what was meant by 
a “full suit” of armour, running into so many duplicated and separate pieces. 

Sir John Smith, or Smythe, diplomatist and military writer, was born about 1534’ 
He matriculated at Oxford in 1551, but left England at an early age to seek his 
fortune abroad. For nearly twenty years he served in foreign armies, and saw active service 
in France, the Low Countries, Spain, and Hungary, his military prowess bringing him under 
the notice of the Emperor Maximilian II. On his return to England in 1576 he was 
knighted, and being an expert linguist, especially in Spanish, was sent on a diplomatic 
mission to Madrid on the subject of the revolted provinces of the Netherlands, and to bring 
about a reconciliation between that country and Spain. This mission he seems to have 
successfully carried out. 

At the time of the Spanish Armada, Sir John Smith was directed to raise and train the 
foot-soldiers of his own county of Essex. He wrote many books treating on “ matters of 
arms,” and in 1590 published one of them. He strongly favoured the continued use of 
the bow in warfare, and gave many interesting particulars regarding the equipment of armies 
both at home and abroad. In the dedication of this, his first book, he unwisely gave vent 
to his resentment at failing to obtain regular military employment, also charging Leicester 

* The front saddle plates actually belonging being No. 98 in this Collection. 
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and others of the Queen’s advisers with incompetence and corruption. These being brought 
to Queen Elizabeth’s notice, she ordered the book to be withdrawn. 

In 1594 Sir John published a second literary treatise of a more practical character, called 
“ Instructions, Observations, and Orders Militarie, requisite for all Chieftaines, Captains, and 
higher and lower men of charge, and Officers, to understand, knowe, and observe.” Sir 
John Smith was in 1598, for certain spoken words, arrested on a charge of treason and sent 
to the Tower, but was liberated in the same year, on condition of his not going a mile from 
his house in Essex without a special licence. He died in 1607. [&c Plate 15. 


Behind the half-suit No. 113 is a trophy of three Italian partisans of the latter part of 
the 16th century, and two pikes of similar date, two regimental banners, a powder-flask from the 
Tower of London, a late 17th century breastplate of peascod form, etched with vertical bands of 
decoration (obtained from Edinburgh Castle) ; a two-handed sword of very large proportions, 
probably of Italian workmanship, second quarter of the 16 th century, and a hafted axe of Austrian 
fashion, known as a Bardische, early 17th century. 

Behind the grand-guard No. 1 14 are crossed two halberds, temp. James II., and a banner 
staff of the early part of the 18th century. 

Behind the grand-guard No. 1 14A is an exactly similar group of hafted weapons to those 
behind No. 114. 


113—A Suit of Half Armour. 

Made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for the Earl of Worcester. 

The rest of the suit in its entirety is in the Tower of London Collection. See also 
in the Windsor Collection, Nos. 82 & 87, in Case 3. 

This half-suit consists of the breast and backplate, gorget, tace, long tassets, and the open 
burgonet helmet with hinged cheek-pieces and protective buffe, armed with two falling 
plates. This harness presents a few interesting points in its construction. The breastplate 
is slightly peascod in form. The gussets are separate and attached by laminated rivets; they 
do not, however, continue to the upper top corners of the breastplate, but abruptly stop 
within 1^ in. of the upper edge, to allow space for the fastening of the steel-hinged strap 
that connects the back to the breastplate; a similar hinged strap is attached beneath the 
arm gussets. In the centre of the shoulder-strap is seen a small cylindrical projection, with 
a spring catch in the centre. This was for the attachment of the pauldron (shoulder 
piece), it passing through a hole in the topmost plate and so holding the pauldron in 
position. A projecting staple is also seen on either side of the breastplate ; these were for 
the attachment of the “ extra plate ” (No. 82, in Case 3). The tassets present the usual 
feature of being detachable at the third plate,* shortening the four plates so as to set better 
when the wearer was on horseback. The open helmet has a finely modelled comb, forged 

* Seen also in the armour of Sir Christopher Hatton (No. 808). 
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from one piece; the protecting umbril fashioned from another plate, and attached by rivets. 
The cheek-pieces are large and full, having a small movable plate at their extreme ends ; 
to this was formerly riveted the strap that buckled beneath the chin. The buffe is 
held in position by staples and hooks attached to its side, passing through an eye in the 
cheek-piece, and further held rigidly in position by fitting upon an oblong slot, also 
riveted to the cheek-piece. 

The decoration is simple, and very characteristic of Topf’s work, having broad vertical 
bands, slightly sunk and incised with double lines, and fully gilt. These bands are 
connected at intervals by narrower bands verging at right angles from them. The narrower 
bands are shaped to the outline of three crescents joined end to end, giving at the distance 
a scale-like appearance. 

It is interesting in this case to note the great weight of the harness, for in that 
perhaps lies one of its most remarkable features. Taken separately, this suit weighs r 
the helmet, 19 lbs.; the breastplate, 9 lbs.; the backplate, 9 lbs.; the gorget, lbs.; the 
tassets, 26 lbs.; the extra breastplate, 10 lbs., and the small reinforcing chin piece, 1-^ lbs., 
making the extraordinary total of 81 lbs. In the Tower of London one of the suits made for 
King Henry VIII. weighs considerably over this amount, but it must be remembered that it 
is a full suit, complete in its details, whereas this is but a portion of a suit. In the 
Armoury of the Knights of St. John, at Malta, there is a half-suit made for the Grand 
Master Alof de Wignacourt, early in the 17th century, apparently for sapping purposes, of 
the great weight of 110 lbs. It is Nos. 414 to 420 in the Catalogue of 1902. 

Edward (Somerset) Earl of Worcester was born in 1550, and was styled Lord Herbert 
until he succeeded to the peerage in 1588-9, being then above 36 years of age. He 
was sent in 1590 as Ambassador to Scotland to congratulate James VI. on his marriage. 
He was created a Knight of the Garter in 1598, and in 1591 was appointed as Master 
of the Horse. He acted as the Earl Marshal, or as Commissioner for that office, in 
1601, and at the Coronation of King James I. occupied the same office. In the year 
1616 he was appointed Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, and in 1625 Lord Great 
Chamberlain for the Coronation of King Charles I. He married in 1574 Elizabeth, 
fourth daughter of Francis (Hastings) 2nd Earl of Huntington, by Katherine, daughter 
and co-heir of Henry (Pole) Lord Montacute, grandson of the well-known Margaret, 
Countess of Salisbury. He died at Worcester House in 1628. [See Plate 16. 
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CASE D. 


C ASES D, E, F and G are placed in the Grand Vestibule, a spacious apartment, 
erected on the site of the ornate Gothic stone staircase built by Mr. Wyatt for 
King George III. in 1S00, which in turn replaced an earlier painted staircase 
commenced by Sir James Thornhill in the latter part of the reign of Queen Anne, and 
finished by command of King George I. The walls of the Grand Vestibule are now 
decorated with large pictures by Benjamin West and elaborate trophies of Eastern armour 
and arms. 


115—A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early i<qth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, hollowed at the butt to lighten it ; mounted with 
engraved steel and inlaid with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver. The barrel is 
3 ft. 4 in. long, partly octagonal, browned and engraved at the breech ; also inlaid 
with an oval gold plate, inscribed with the name of the maker, bate, of London. 
Ordinary flint-lock (the hammer missing), engraved and gilt with a bird resting upon 
an oval cartouche, on which is the gunsmith’s name, d. egg. 


116—A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 §tb Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with acanthus scroll-work, grotesque 
masks, and a trophy of weapons on the breech of the barrel. The mounts of the stock 
are of silver, but without hall-marks of any description ; chased with a characteristic 
George II. ornamentation ; the mount from the reverse side to the lock-plate is missing. 
The barrel is 38^ in. long, partly octagonal, the surface damascened, and clearly showing 
the marks of forging. It is incrusted with silver at the breech in such a quasi-oriental 
manner that it is possibly the work of a Turkish or Circassian artificer. Ordinary 
flint-lock, engraved with figures engaged in stag-hunting ; also the gunsmith’s name, 
thomas bayr. The ramrod is missing ; there are steel swivels for the leather hanging- 
straps. 
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117—A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with steel, the thumb-piece inlaid with a silver 
crowned shield engraved with the Standard of England, surrounded by the Garter, and 
surmounted by a crown. The barrel is 39 in. long, blued and moulded with bands. 
It has traces of a gunsmith’s mark, probably of the period of Charles II., as it has 
been altered and adapted to the present stock and lock. Ordinary flint-lock. 


118—A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with steel, engraved at the end of the butt 
with the number 16, Plain barrel, 38^ in. long, probably dating from the period of 
Charles II., engraved with a name at the breech (obliterated) .... oxon. Ordinary 
flint-lock, engraved with the name of the maker, barbar. 


119—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early \eqth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, inlaid with a small oval silver thumb-plate engraved 
with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrel is 36.^ in. 
long, watered and browned, also inlaid in gold with the maker’s name, manton, of 
London. Ordinary flint-locks, bearing also the name of manton. 


120—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The stock, of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped butt, is mounted with engraved and 
blued steel, and inlaid with a thumb-plate in gold engraved with the Prince of 
Wales’ feathers. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 36 in. long, watered and 
browned, and stamped with the name of their maker, nock, of London. Ordinary 
flint-locks, stamped with the gunsmith’s name, baker. 


121—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early I gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with engraved blued steel mounts; silver thumb-plate, 
engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels 
are 32 in. long, watered and browned, inlaid in gold with the maker’s name, manton, 
of London. Ordinary flint-locks (with safety catches), bearing also the name of 
manton. See No. 193. 
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12 2—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock, with pistol-shaped grip, is of walnut-wood, the mounts of blued and 
engraved steel, inlaid in gold below the breech with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. 
The barrels are 29-^ in. long, watered and browned, stamped with the name of the 
maker, baker, of London, and engraved with the following inscription: “gun maker 
to h.r.h. the PRINCE of wales,” Ordinary flint-locks, stamped also with the name 
of BAKER. 


123—A Hunting-Sword. 

Probably Hungarian work , dated 1824. 

This hunting-sword was sent from the Royal Lodge, Windsor Park, on 
November 1st, 1825. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of burnished steel. The grip is of ebony, cross- 
hatched and studded with small silver nails. The quillons are straight, the shell drooping. 
The blade is 24^ in. long, back-edged, its faces hollowed, etched and gilt at the hilt 
with boar-hunting scenes upon a blued ground. Along the back is the inscription and 
date : h, tyqiveer 3 jamoyemr, 1824, toda. The scabbard is covered with crimson 
velvet; a knife with an ebony grip is fitted into one side of it. 


124—A Hunting-Sword. 

Hanoverian workmanship,first quarter oj the \<qth Century. 

This hunting-sword was made at Hanover while His Majesty King George IV. 
was there, in November, 1821, for the purpose of attending a boar-hunt. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts of ormolu, the pommel formed as a boar’s head, the 
quillons terminating in the heads of mastiffs. The grip of ivory, with an oval 
medallion in the centre, chased with the figure of Fame. The blade is 22 in. long and 
back-edged, etched, blued and gilt with the Royal arms of England, the monogram 
G. R. surmounted by a crown, and the sword-maker’s name, c. w. eichstaedt, hof- 
schwerdtfeger, in hanover, The scabbard covered with leather, and fitted with a 
steel knife and two-pronged fork, [See Plate 20. 


125—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early igtk Century. 

This gun was bought at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York, April 20th, 1827. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued and engraved steel, and inlaid with 
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an oval silver thumb-plate, engraved with the arms of the Duke of York. Green velvet 
chin-pad. The barrels are 29-J- in. long, watered and browned. Ordinary flint-locks, 
engraved with the name of the maker, mosely. 


126— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 19th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel, and inlaid 
below the breech with the crest of the Duke of York in silver. Green velvet cheek-pad. 
The barrels are 32 in. long, watered and browned, stamped with the patent mark of 
Joseph manton, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, similarly inscribed. 

127— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved silver, bearing the London hall¬ 
mark for 1786, Britannia standard, and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe 
Lane) ; below the breech the Prince of Wales’ feathers are inlaid in engraved silver. 
Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 30^ in. 1 long, watered and browned, inlaid 
with the name of the maker, manton, of London, in gold. Ordinary flint-locks (with 
safety-catch), also engraved with the name manton. 


128—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century . 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 
1789 and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The whole of the mounts 
are tastefully engraved with various ornaments, introducing the Prince of Wales'feathers, 
figures of sportsmen, etc. Below the breech the Prince of Wales’ feathers and trophies 
of arms, inlaid in silver. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 30^ in. long, and 
octagonal at the extreme breech, watered and browned; richly engraved and gilded with 
trophies of arms, festoons of laurels, and ribbons inscribed with the name of the maker, 
knubley, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, enriched with blue and gold. 


129—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved steel, introducing the Prince of 
Wales’ feathers. Green velvet chin-pad. Browned barrels, 31^ in. long, inlaid with 
the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold, and the name of the maker: dupe & co., patent. 
Ordinary flint-locks (with safety-catch), engraved with name of the same maker. 
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130—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued and engraved steel, inlaid below 
the breech with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in engraved silver. Green velvet chin- 
pad. The barrels are 32^ in. long, watered and browned, inlaid in gold with the maker’s 
name and inscription : e. baker, gun-maker to h.r.h. the prince of wales. Ordinary 
flint-locks, also inlaid with the name baker in gold. 


131-A Hunting-Sword. 

English workmanship, first quarter of the 1 8th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of silver. The guard of the hilt consists of a single 
quillon, a drooping shell, and a knuckle-guard. The grip at the pommel finishes in an 
eagle’s head. The whole is chased in high relief with hunting subjects and combatting 
figures. The blade is 24I- in. long, slightly curved, etched and gilt at the hilt with 
hounds, stags, etc. The scabbard is of black leather, fitted with a silver-handled knife 
and fork. [See Plate 20. 


13 2—A Hunting-Sword. 

English workmanship , late ijth Century. 

This hunting-sword belonged to the Duke of Mecklenburg. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of silver-gilt, stamped with the London hall-mark for 
1697, ar *d th e maker’s mark c. h. (possibly james chadwick, of Maiden Lane). The guard 
consists of a cap-like pommel, single knuckle-guard and quillon in one plane ; chased 
with a baluster ornamentation. The grip of natural buckhorn. The blade is 20^ in. 
long, fluted, curved and back-edged, pierced with crosses, etc. and stamped with the 
date 1656, also blued for 9 in. of its length. The scabbard, of white vellum, has two 
silver-gilt rings for suspension, also a ferrule mount. [See Plate 20. 


133-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel ; the barrels 
are 35! in. long, browned, partly octagonal, and placed one upon the other, inscribed 
with the name of the maker : d. egg, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, also inscribed 
with the maker’s name, egg (the left-hand hammer wanting) ; two swivels for the leather 
suspension strap. 
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134-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Gun. 

English workmanship, early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with pistol-shaped grip, above which is inlaid an oval 
silver thumb-plate engraved with the arms of the Duke of York. The mounts are of 
blued and engraved steel. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 32^ in. long, browned 
and watered, inlaid with the name of the maker, d. egg, of London, in gold. Ordinary 
flint-locks, also inscribed with the name of the maker, egg. 


135 & 136-A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-pieces. 

French workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, mounted with burnished steel, with green leather cheek 
and heel pads. The barrels are 32 in. long, each blued and gilt at the breech, where they 
are also inscribed with the name of the maker : toupriant a!- du roy et de monsieur, 
a paris. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with the same inscription as on the barrel. The 
hammers are numbered 18 and 24. [See Plate 17. 


137—A Breech-loading Fowling-piece. 

French workmanship , middle of the 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip, carved with a ram’s head finial. 
The barrels are 29^ in. long, watered and browned, engraved and gilt at the breech, and 
inlaid with the name of the maker and inventor : 

INVENTION panly pre'vate'e. a PARIS. 

The lock or breech opening on a hinge, and discharged on a principle very similar to 
the pin-fire or needle-gun. The same lettering is upon the breech as on the barrels. 


138-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

This gun was presented to the Prince Regent by General von Linsingen on 
November 1st, 1816. Chevallier was a gunmaker who had but one hand. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a wooden trigger-guard and receptacle in the butt 
for bullets, etc., slightly enriched with silver. The barrels, 29 in. long, are octagonal 
and browned, inlaid with the name of the maker in gold: h. l. chevallier, in hannover. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with a gilt ribbon inlaid on their plates, also inscribed with the 
name of the maker. Two steel swivels for the leather hanging-strap. 
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139—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English ’workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved steel. The barrels are 29! in. 
long, browned and watered, engraved with the name of the maker in full: 

JOSEPH EGG, NO. I PICCADILLY, LONDON: 

also inlaid with the name in gold. The flint-locks are Joseph Egg’s patent, for until 
the release of the hammer the powder pan is shut off from the touch-hole of the barrel. 
The steels are numbered 263 and 264. 


140-A Sword. 

The hilt is entirely of copper gilt, fancifully fashioned like the cruciform-hilted swords 
of early date, but probably made in the commencement of the 19th century to fit the 
blade, which is remarkable on account of the inscription upon it. The blade is 28^- in. 
long, in. wide, grooved down the centre, and inscribed 

* : * JONNES HOPPIE • : • FECIT GRENEWICII - : • 

From its manufacture and from the formation of the lettering, it can be assigned to the 
early part of the 17th century, and is interesting as having been made at Greenwich, 
where formerly existed one of the principal arsenals of arms and armour in England. 


141-A Short Sword. 

Simple cruciform hilt of copper gilt, fluted ebony grip. The blade is 2i^ in. long, 
shaped like the leaf-shaped Roman blades. On the quillons of the hilt is engraved the 
following inscription : 

FACSIMILE OF A ROMAN SWORD FOUND IN A BOG IN THE HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND. PRESENTED 
TO H.R.H. THE LORD HIGH ADMIRAL BY THE RIGHT IIONBLE. SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. 
30 JUNE, 1828. 

In a leather sheath, with gilt mounts. 

The Roman sword to which the inscription refers must have been of bronze, like 
No. 52. This reproduction can only have been a facsimile of the original blade, as 
the hilt is of fanciful construction. 


142—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early igth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip, above which is inlaid an oval 
silver thumb-plate, engraved with the arms of the Duke of York. The stock is mounted 
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with engraved and blued steel. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 32 in. long, 
watered and browned, inlaid with the name of the maker, d. egg, of London, in gold. 
Ordinary flint-locks, stamped with the locksmith’s name, baker. 


143-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early U)th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel. At the breech 
is inlaid a silver thumb-plate, engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green 
velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 32 in. long, browned and watered, stamped at the 
breech, Joseph manton’s patent. Ordinary flint-locks, also engraved Joseph manton, 

LONDON. 


144—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel; at the breech 
is inlaid a silver thumb-plate, engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green 
velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 33^ in. long, browned and watered, inlaid in gold 
with the maker’s name: manton, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with the 
same name. 


145-A Three-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel. Green leather 
chin-pad. The barrels are 34 in. long, browned and watered, engraved with the 
maker’s name : manton, of London. Single flint-lock, working on the ordinary principle, 
also inscribed manton. 


146—A Hunting-Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt. The pommel is formed as a stag’s 
head, the quillons terminating in boars’ heads, the oval panel between enriched with 
the Prince of Wales’ feathers, applied in silver. The grip of ebony. The blade, 
27^ in. long, is back-edged and serrated. The scabbard is of black leather with gilt 
mounts, chased with scroll-work, and inscribed bland, st. james’. 
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147—A Hunting-Sword. 

English workmanship, late 1 8th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, the pommel chiselled with a lion’s head, the quillons 
finishing in claws curving in opposite directions; an oval panel between, chiselled in 
relief with trophies of Roman armour. Spirally-twisted buckhorn grip. The blade 
is 27f in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, etched with the name pormyley; the 
scabbard is of leather, tooled with cross-hatching, stamped with the initials G. R. and 
a crown. The steel locket is inscribed bland, st. james’. 


148 & 149-A Fair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, early iqth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with scrolls in low relief; silver pommel caps 
and trigger-guards, chased with figures of Britannia, trophies of flags, etc. The barrels 
are 10 in. long, octagonal and browned, inlaid with the name wogdon, London, in gold. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with a gold cartouche, also inscribed with the name of the maker. 


150 & 153—A Pair of Flint-lock Fowling-pieces. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved in places with groups of flowers, mounted 
with engraved and blued steel, and inlaid below the breech with the Prince of Wales’ 
feathers in silver. The barrels are now shortened to 16 in., browned and inlaid with 
the name of the maker, d. egg, in gold; the locks engraved with the name of the same 
maker. 


151—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut - wood, with pistol - shaped grip, above which is inlaid the 
Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver; the whole mounted with engraved and blued steel. 
The barrels are 32 in. long, browned and stamped with the name baker, of London, 
and inlaid in gold with the following inscription : gun-maker to h.r.h. the prince 
regent. The flint-locks, working on the ordinary principle, also bear Baker’s stamp. 


152—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Gun. 

English workmanship, early iqth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel. In the butt 
is an opening with sliding top for bullets ; inlaid below the breech are the Prince of 
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Wales’ feathers in gold. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 31! in. long, placed 
one above the other, the upper one rifled, the lower plain, inlaid in gold with the name 
of the maker, ezekiel baker, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches, 
inlaid with the name e. baker in gold ; swivels and straps for the carrying-strap. 

1 See No. 150. 

154- A Seven-barrelled Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century . 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with silver mounts, bearing the London hall-mark for 
1792, and maker’s mark, m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). In the butt is a parti¬ 
tion for bullets, engraved with a dead stag. The barrels are 2o| in. long, watered 
and browned, engraved with the name of the maker : h. nock, London, gun-maker 
to his majesty. Ordinary flint-lock, stamped with the name of the same maker. 

155— A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early 19 th Century, The barrel is Neapolitan , and of earlier date. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved silver; below the breech 
are the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold. The barrel is 36^ in. long, partly octagonal, 
watered and browned, stamped with six fleur-de-lys, a cross, the monogram t. r. 
surmounted by a crown and shield, with the following lettering : fab . r . di . nap. 
Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name D. egg. 

156— A Single-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, second- quarter of the 18 th Century . 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge on March 28th, 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with silver, chased with scroll-work, birds and 
masks, bearing the hall-mark for 1738, and maker’s mark, 1. s. (james shruder, of Wardour 
Street). The barrel is 36 in. long, browned and bound with bands of silver ; engraved 
with the name cahtman, London. Ordinary flint-lock, the plate of which is in one 
piece with the barrel. 

157- A Single-barrelled Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Spanish workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge on March 28th, 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved steel, with an oval shield-shaped 
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thumb-plate of silver. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrel is 4of in. long, partly octagonal 
and partly faceted, stamped at the breech with two armourer’s marks, f . R . n . bis beneath 
a crown, and two imperial orbs, a fleur-de~lys between and a crown above. The lock 
is on the snaphance principle, stamped with the name agus . hortiz, and engraved 

MADRID, A.D. 1 755. 

158— A Smooth-bore Flint-lock Gun. 

First years of the 19 th Century, 

The “ mounting” of the gun is English workmanship, but the barrel is distinctly 
Turkish or Circassian in manufacture. This gun was presented to the Royal 
Collection by the Duke of Sussex on May 4th, 1809. 

The stock of walnut-wood, with a compartment in the butt for bullets; blued steel 
mounts. The barrel is 3 7 in. long, octagonal, and deeply watered, inlaid at the breech 
with arabesque ornaments in silver, and incrusted with coral. Ordinary flint-lock. 

159- A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved silver, inlaid above the breech 
with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold. The barrels are 34 in. long, watered and 
browned, enriched at the breech with the Royal arms and the maker’s name, d. egg, 
of London, inlaid in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, blued and decorated with a hound 
and an egg inscribed with the name of the maker. 


160—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early iqth Century, 

This gun was bought at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness the Duke 
of York on April 20th, 1827. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued and engraved steel, inlaid below the 
breech with an oval silver thumb-plate engraved with the Duke of York’s crest and 
the letter F. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 33^ in. long, watered and browned, 
inlaid in gold with the name of the maker, manton, of London, in gold; ordinary 
flint-locks similarly inscribed. 

161 & 162—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-pieces. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, mounted with silver, bearing the London hall-mark 
for 1788, and the maker’s mark, M, e. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). Green velvet chin- 
pads. In the centre of the trigger-guards is inlaid in gold the Prince of Wales’ 

60 


Windsor Collection. 


feathers. The barrels are 30^ in. long, watered and browned, each inlaid and engraved 
in gold at the breech with the Garter star, chamois, hounds, and ribbons bearing the 
name of their maker, h. nock, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, the left hammer 
missing, decorated in a like manner to the barrels, also bearing the maker’s name, nock. 

163— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French workmanships second half of the 18 th Century. 

In the old Inventory is a note that this gun was made by “ Mr. Arlot, gun- 
maker to the murdered Louis the Sixteenth.” 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with scroll-work and flowers, mounted 
with silver, finely chased with flowers and scroll-work in the “ Regence ” school of 
ornamentation; the mounts bear the Paris hall-mark for 1786. The barrels are 34 in.long, 
blued and inlaid in gold, with the name arlot ar™ du roy A paris. Ordinary flint-locks 
(the right-hand hammer wanting), chiselled with masks and engraved with the same 
gunsmith’s name. 

164— A Hunting-Sword. 

Russian workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts of silver, stamped with the mark of Riga ; short straight 
quillons with drooping shell and cap-like pommel, chased with a stag’s head erased. 
Buckhorn grip, with three silver bosses on either side. The blade is 23 in. long, back- 
edged, and etched and gilt at the hilt with hounds and hares on a scroll-pattern ground ; 
brown leather scabbard with silver mounts, fitted with a small knife at the side. 

165— A Hunting-Sword. 

English workmanships ^ a f e 1 Century. 

The blade of this sword appears to be taken from a basket-hilted cavalry sword, 
commonly known as the “ Claymore.” It has been shortened and repointed, 
and has the characteristic “ ricasso ” nearly always seen on such weapons. 

The quillons are of burnished steel, drooping over the blade and finishing in spiral curls, 
engraved with a trophy of arms. Ivory grip. The blade is 22^ in. long, trebly grooved, 
inscribed andrea ferara. The scabbard is of black leather, with a ferrule and chape of 
burnished steel, inscribed bland & foster, st. james’s. 

166— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a wooden trigger-guard, mounted with chased 
silver bearing the London hall-mark for 1814, and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of 
Shoe Lane) ; inlaid below the breech is an octagonal silver thumb-plate, engraved with 
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the initials G. p. R. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 30 in. long, watered 
and browned, engraved and gilt at the breech with the Prince of Wales’ feathers, and 
inlaid in gold with the name of the maker: fr d a n ’ d buresch, London a9. 1813. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with the name of the gun-maker again repeated. 

167— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued and engraved steel, and inlaid below 
the breech with an oval thumb-plate of gold, engraved with the Royal arms. Green 
velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 29-f- in. long, browned and watered, inlaid with the 
name of the maker, d. egg, of London, in gold. The flint-locks inscribed d. egg’s patent. 

168— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, early iqth Century. 

From the old Inventory is the note, “ This gun was bought of Mr. Baker on 
account of it fitting His Royal Highness’s (King George IV.) cheek better than 
any at this time in the Armoury. Oct. 26th.” 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with pistol-shaped grip, mounted with engraved and blued 
steel. Inlaid below the breech is a small silver shield-shaped thumb-plate, engraved with 
the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 32 in. long, 
watered and bronzed, stamped with the name of baker, of London, and inscribed: gun- 
maker to the prince regent. Ordinary flint-locks, also bearing baker’s stamp. 

169— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel, and inlaid below 
the breech with an oval silver thumb-plate engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. 
Green velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 34 in. long, browned and watered, inlaid with the 
name of the maker, staudenmayer, of London, in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, with the 
name of the same maker. 


170-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip, and with mounts of blued and 
engraved steel. The oval gold thumb-plate below the breech is engraved with the Royal 
arms. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 36 in. long, stamped with the name 
of baker and inscribed : gun-maker to his majesty. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved 
with birds, also stamped with baker’s name. 
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171—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 %th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with scrolls in low relief, mounted with 
engraved steel, including an oval steel thumb-plate surrounded by the Garter and 
surmounted by a crown containing the arms of the Duke of York. The barrels are 
41 in. long, blued and engraved with the name of the maker, barbar, of London. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with the locksmith’s name, willmore. 


172—A Hunting-Sword. 

Probably German , early 19 th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of silver. The pommel is cap-like, chiselled with 
classical ornaments and fitting the top of the fluted ivory grip. The grip tapers towards 
the quillons, which are straight and formed like the “ fasces ” of the Roman Lictors. 
There is a lion’s mask in the centre, with a loose ring in its mouth, from which are 
hung chains. The blade is 22 in. long, back-edged and partly hollowed on either 
face, etched and gilt with hounds and strapwork. The scabbard is of brown leather, 
fitted with a small ivory-handled knife, the silver mounts chased with a similar 
classical ornamentation to that on the pommel. On the top chape is pricked the name 

KLEINER. 


173—A Hunting-Sword. 

Probably German , early 19 th Century. 

The hilt is of silver, identical in decoration with No. 172. The blade differs, 
being 21 in. long, back-edged, etched, chiselled, gilt and blued, with the Royal arms, 
the monogram g. p., crowned, and the Garter star ornaments. Black leather scabbard. 

[See Plate 20. 


174-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , late 18 th or early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with a slight floral ornamentation, mounted 
with engraved and blued steel. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrel is 42 in. long, partly 
octagonal and browned, stamped with the name of the maker, d. egg, of London, 
Ordinary flint lock, with the same name upon it ; on the opposite side are the Prince 
of Wales’ feathers inlaid in engraved silver. 
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175—A Breech-loading Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge on March 28th, 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with engraved steel mounts and a small spring opening for 
bullets or flints in the heel. Below the breech is an oval steel scroll-shaped thumb-plate. 
The barrel is 38^ in. long, browned and engraved with the name of the maker, bidet . 
londini. The breech-loading action is simple, consisting of a dropping multiplying screw, 
attached to the trigger-guard, and which by two twists exposes the breech for the insertion 
of a cartridge ; ordinary flint-lock, also engraved with the name, bidet . of London. 


176-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century. 

A note in the old Inventory is as follows :—“ A very well-made gun, perhaps 
among his (Manton’s) best works.” This gun was known as “Watson’s” gun, 
after the Keeper of that name. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued and engraved steel, and with an oval 
silver thumb-plate at the breech, engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Green 
velvet cheek-pad. The barrels are 35^ in. long, browned, watered and inlaid with the 
maker’s name, manton . London, in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, also engraved with the 
name manton. 


177-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The gun, with the exception of the barrels, is of English workmanship, and of the 
latter part of the 18th century. The barrels are French. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with an eagle and branches, and 
inlaid at the breech with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver ; the whole mounted 
with engraved silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 1784, and the maker’s mark, 
M. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). Green leather cheek-pad. The barrels are 34^ in. 
long, browned and inlaid with the name of the maker : le clere, cannonier du roy 
A Paris. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, signed by d. egg, of London. 


178—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel, and inlaid below 
the breech with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold. Green velvet chin-pad. The 
barrels are 32 in. long, browned and watered and stamped with their maker’s name, baker, 
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of LONDON, and the inscription : gun-maker to his royal highness the prince ok 
wales Ordinary flint-locks, also stamped with Baker’s mark .—See No. 191. 

179—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 1 Sth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved and blued steel; below the breech 
is inlaid the Prince of Wales’feathers, in gold. Green velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 
30 in. long, watered and browned, inscribed on a gold ribbon : it. nock, gun-maker to 
his majesty, London. Ordinary flint-locks, similarly lettered. 


180— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved stiver, bearing the London hall¬ 
mark for 1809, and the maker’s mark, m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). Crimson 
velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 3 1 in. long, browned and watered, inlaid in gold with 
the name of the maker, clark, holeorn, London, and an engraved and gilt enrichment 
of birds, hares, etc., at the breech. Ordinary flint-locks, similarly decorated, also with 
the name of clark. 

181— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships early 1 gth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with engraved silver ; below the breech is 
the Prince of Wales' feathers, also in silver, chased in relief. The barrels are 30 in. 
long, of browned and watered steel, engraved at the breech and gilt with festoons of 
flowers, trophies, scroll-work, etc., and with the name of the maker: manton, of London. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches, similarly enriched. 


18 a—A Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, late 18 th Century. The blade is Circassian or 
'Turkish, of rather earlier date. 

The hilt is entirely of silver, the grip and pommel in one, chased in high relief as 
the head of a lion, the eyes set with rubies ; the quillons short and curving in reverse 
directions, ending in spiral curls, and chased in full relief with branches of laurel foliage. 
The blade is 24J; in. long, and has been adapted to this present hilt from a Circassian 
yataghan ; it has the incurved edge, widening towards the point and thickening at the 
back. The surface, although now highly burnished, clearly shows the watering marks at 
the juncture with the hilt. Down the back edge are the remains of its original silver 
mounting. 
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183— A Short Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. The blade has been adapted from that of a 
Spanish cavalry sword , dating fro?n the middle of the 18 th Century 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are entirely of metal gilt; the pommel is shaped as a 
lion’s head ; the quillons are shaped like the arms of a Maltese cross, the grip bound 
with wire. Above the blade is a cap that fits over the top of the scabbard. The whole 
is engraved with a characteristic late 18-century ornamentation. The blade is 24J in. 
long, double-edged and tapering, etched down the centre with the following inscription : 
enrite col espadeiro del rey em allemanha. The scabbard is of black leather, with 
chased mounts, inscribed on the chape: bland & foster, st. jamf.s’s. 

184— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The stock and locks of Trench workmanship , frst years of the 1 gth Century. I'he 
barrels are English, and of rdther later date. 

“This gun was given by Napoleon Bonaparte as a present to Garnerain for bis 
great courage in Aerostatics, and it is said that he actually refused 500 gns. 
for it from the Emperor of Russia.”—From a note made in the old Inventory 
on July 3rd, 1824. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip carved in low relief with rosette 
ornaments, acanthus leaves and delicate classical mouldings. The heel, the ramrod socket 
and the trigger-guard are of silver, chased in high relief with the masks of Mercury, of 
Jupiter, and with bucrania, also with the emblems of the mythological gods, cornucopias, 
festoons of flowers, etc., all characteristic of the careful and free hand of Boutet. Green 
velvet chin-pad. The barrels are 30 in. long, partly octagonal, watered and browned, 
stamped with the insignia of baker, of London, also etched and fully gilt with figures, 
trophies, and festoons of laurels. Ordinary flint-locks, burnished and chiselled with bats¬ 
wing ornaments; the right-hand lock signed boutet directeur artiste, the left M. canuf. 
a Versailles. [See Plate 17. 


185-A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The stock and locks of Trench workmanship , frst years of the 19 th Century. The 
barrels are English , and of rather later date. 

This gun was formerly the property of the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte ; it was 
bought at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness the Duke of York 
on April 20th, 1827. 

Its silver mounting, barrel, etc., are almost identical with No. 184. There is a slight 
variation in the stock, for in place of the pistol-grip there is beneath the silver trigger-guard 
an applied acanthus foliage. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed boutet, Versailles, and 
manuf rk A Versailles. [See Plate 17. 
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186, 187 & 188-A Set of Three Flint-lock Fowling-pieces. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved at the breech with an eagle with out¬ 
stretched wings; below that the Prince of Wales’feathers are inlaid in engraved silver. 
Green velvet chin-pads. The heel plates numbered 3, 4, and 5. The mounts, 
entirely of silver, are engraved with birds, etc., and bear the London hall-marks for 
1784, 1787, 1788, and the maker’s mark, m. b. {mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The barrels 
ol each are 32 in. long, browned and watered, enriched at the breech with the Royal 
arms, engraved and gilt, and the name of their maker, d. egg, inlaid in gold. Ordinary 
flint-locks, blued, also with gold enrichments, and the name egg repeated. 

[See Plate 17. 


189-A Hunting-Knife. 

Probably German workmanship, middle of the 1 %th Century. 

The hilt, the scabbard mounts, and the implements are entirely of steel, having all their 
prominent parts enriched with chiselled trophies of arms, shell and scroll-work in low 
relief, in a manner associated with French decoration of the period of the “ Regence.” 
The whole groundwork matted and gilt. The grip and pommel are hollow and 
hoof-like in form, hinged at the top to form a receptacle for mathematical instruments. 
The quillons short, and curving in opposite directions. Small shield-shaped shell, 
drooping over the sheath. The blade is 13-^- in. long, back-edged, and etched to 
represent the watering seen on Oriental weapons. The scabbard is covered with green 
brocade, and fitted with a knife, fork, and spoon, [See Plate 20. 


190—A Short Hunting-Sword. 

German workmanship and fashion of the early part oj the 1 Sth Century. 

The grip, the quillons, and the grip of the small knife in the sheath composed of 
natural buckhorn, mounted at the ends, at the pommel, etc., with silver. The blade 
is 17^ in. long, back-edged, and curved, with two rows of fluting at the hilt and two 
grooves beyond ; inlaid with the running-wolf mark of Solingen in brass. The scabbard 
is of brown leather, tooled with cross-hatching. 


191—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The pair to No. 178. 
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192—A Four-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Baron Ferdinand Hompesch, last Grand 
Master of Malta, 1797—1798. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved below the breech with scrolls and flowers (the 
stock was here repaired in 1875). The barrels are 36^ in. long, blued and inlaid in gold, 
with the inscription : canons jordus fer d’etoffe. Four ordinary flint-locks, two placed 
in front of the others ; in the two former the cocks are missing. Also a double set of 
triggers, engraved with the maker’s name: y e peyre dubois et fils, a st. etienne. There 
are two swivels for the suspending-strap. [&<? Plate 18. 


193— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The pair to No. 121. 

194— A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , end of the 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by King William IV. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with scroll-work and flowers in the 
taste of the French Louis XV., the whole mounted with brass. Blued steel barrels, 
25! in. long. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches engraved with the name engelking. 

A HANOVER. 

195 & 202—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with flattened pommels, inlaid with an oval silver 
medallion engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrels of each are 9 in. 
long, rifled and browned, placed one above the other, and inlaid in gold along the line 
of sight with the name of their maker: e. baker, of London. Ordinary flint-locks with 
the safety-catch stamped with baker’s mark. 


196 & 197—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved in low relief at the breech with an eagle with 
outstretched wings, and below that, inlaid with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver. 
The pommel-caps and trigger-guard of silver, chased in high relief with an equestrian 
encounter between an Oriental and a Hussar, the figure of Mars and a lion’s mask. 
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They bear the London hall-mark for the year 1787, and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark 
bock, of Shoe Lane). The barrels of each are 9 in. long, blued, engraved and gilt with 
the Royal arms at the breech, and inlaid in gold with the name of their maker: d. egg, 
of London. Ordinary flint-locks, similarly inscribed. [See Plate 17. 


198 Sc 199—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were removed to Carlton House 
from Augusta Lodge on March 28, 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, slightly carved with scrolls and inlaid with silver 
wire ; heavy silver pommel-caps, trigger-guards, escutcheons, and ramrod sockets, bearing 
the London hall-mark for 1743, and the maker’s mark 1. a. (jeconiah ashley, of green 
street), engraved with scrolls and chased at the pommels with profile busts of Minerva. 
The barrels of each are iof in. long, blued, gilt, and engraved at the bilt, also inlaid 
in gold with the name of the maker : collumbell, London. Ordinary flint-locks, the 
one engraved with the name collumbell, the other mazelier. a paris, rue de seine. 

200 Sc 201—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with scrolls. Silver pommel-caps, 
trigger-guards, escutcheons, and ramrod sockets, bearing the London hall-mark for 1782. 
and the maker’s mark m. b. {mark bock, of Shoe Lane), all boldly chased with figures 
of Fame blowing trumpets, the figure of Victory with attributes, and trophies of 
Romanesque armour. The barrels are 10 in. long, each engraved with the name of the 
maker: twigg, of London. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved also with the name of twigg. 


203—A Seven-barrelled Flint-lock Pistol. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with silver, bearing the London hall-mark 
for 1790, and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane), engraved with trophies 
of arms. The barrels are 6f in. long, browned and engraved with the name of the 
maker: h. nock, London. Ordinary flint-lock, discharging all the barrels at one pull of 
the trigger ; upon the lock-plate, on a gilt ribbon, is also the name of the maker. 

204 Sc 205-A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , early 1 yth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, inlaid with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold, 
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and mounted with pommel-cap, trigger-guard, etc., in silver. The barrels are in. 
long, octagonal in section, placed one above the other, and inlaid with the name of 
the maker, d. egg, of London, in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, overlaid and engraved 
with a small trophy of arms, and the maker’s name repeated in gold. 

206 Sc 207-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

These pistols were bought at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York. 

The stocks are of plain walnut-wood. The barrels are 7§ in. long, octagonal, and of 
large bore (§ in. diameter), engraved with the name of the maker: tow, of London. 
Ordinary flint-locks, similarly inscribed. 

Although these pistols arc of an ordinary type, they, not wit ns tan ding, become objects of interest, 
from the following anecdote attaching to their use, 

“In 1789 an event occurred which involved the Court in much anxiety, and created a general 

feeling of alarm for the safety of one of the Princes of the blood Royal. This alludes to the 

duel between the Duke of York and Colonel Lenox of the Coldstream Guards. The following is 
a short narrative of this affair of honour :■—On the 13th of May, 1789, Colonel Lenox sent a 

circular letter to the members of Daubigny’s Club to the effect that f a report had been spread 

that the Duke of York said some words had been made use of to him (Colonel Lenox) in a 
political conversation such as no gentleman ought to submit to. On the first opportunity Colonel 
Lenox spoke to His Royal Highness before the officers of the Coldstream Regiment, when the 
Duke answered that he heard them said to Colonel Lenox at Daubigny’s, but the Duke refused 
at the same time to tell the expressions used, or to divulge the name of the person who had 
used them. In this situation, and being perfectly ignorant as to what His Royal Highness could 
allude, and not being aware that any such expressions ever passed, he, Colonel Lenox, knew of no 
better manner of clearing up the matter than by writing a letter to every member of Daubigny’s 
Club, desiring each of them to let him know if he could recollect any expression to have been 
used in his (Colonel Lenox’s) presence which could bear the construction put upon it by His Royal 
Highness, and if so, by whom the expression was used. None of the members of the Club having 
given an affirmative answer to this request and the Duke of York still declining to give any 
further explanation than lie had done already before the officers of the Coldstream Regiment, 
Colonel Lenox thought it incumbent on him to call upon His Royal Highness for the satisfaction 
due from one gentleman to another. The Duke at once waived that distinction of rank of which 
he might have properly availed himself, and consented to give Colonel Lenox the meeting required. 
The following is the account of the affair as published by the seconds, Lord Rawdon, the late 
Marquis of Hastings, and Lord Winchelsea, 

“^Inconsequence cf a dispute already known to the public, His Royal Highness the Duke of York, 
attended by Lord Rawdon, and Lieutenant-Col on el Lenox, accompanied by the Earl of Winchelsea, 
met at Wimbledon Common. The ground was measured at twelve paces, and both parties were to 

fire at a signal agreed upon. The signal being given, Colonel Lenox fired, and the ball grazed 

His Royal Highness’s curl. The Duke of York did not fire. Colonel Lenox observed that His 
Royal Highness had not fired, but Lord Rawdon said it was not the Duke’s intention to fire, 
His Royal Highness had come out upon Lieutenant-Colonel Lenox’s desire to give him satisfaction, 

and had no animosity against him* Colonel Lenox pressed that the Duke should fire, which was 

declined, upon the repetition of the reason. Lord Winchelsea then went up to the Duke of York 
and expressed his hope that His Royal Highness could have no objection to say he considered 
Colonel Lenox a man of honour and courage. His Royal Highness replied that he should say 
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nothing j he had come out to give Colonel Lenox satisfaction* and did not wish to fire at him. 
If Colonel Lenox was not satisfied he might fire again. Colonel Lenox said he should certainly 
not do so. On this decision both parties left the ground. The seconds think it proper to add 
that both parties behaved with the most perfect coolness and intrepidity* 

(Signed) 1 Rawdon, 

c WINC HE LSEA« 1 ” 


The above anecdote is given as it appears in the Carlton House Inventory, 


208 Sc 209—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to Captain Darby, of the 10th Light Dragoons, who died 
in Spain when with his Regiment in 1808. Presented to the Royal Collection 
by Lady Ladd in 1809. 

Simple stocks of walnut-wood. The barrels are 9§ in. long, octagonal and bronzed, 
inscribed with the name of the maker : wogdon, London. Ordinary flint-locks with safety 
catches, similarly inscribed with the maker’s name. 


21 o—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

French [Paris) work, Jirst quarter of the 19 th Century . 

These pistols were presented to the Royal Collection by Louis XVII 1 ., of France, 
on December 20th, 1814. 

The stocks, which are deeply arched in form, are of ebony, elaborately inlaid with gold, 
the surface of which is engraved. The decoration used is that of terminal winged figures 
holding trumpets, possibly representing Fame, festoons of conventional laurels, classic profile 
busts, etc., all characteristic of the prevailing taste of the French Empire. The pommel-caps 
are of gold, embossed and chased in high relief with a full-faced mask of Hercules wearing 
the lion’s scalp ; this is surrounded by a laurel wreath. The barrels of each are 6 in. long, 
placed one above the other and of octagonal section, enriched at the nozzles and breech with 
various ornaments, engraved and overlaid with gold. The exposed portions of the barrels 
are minutely granulated, which gives them a dead black surface ; this is seme with stars and 
small formal flowers in gold. Above the thumb-plates are springs, pressing which the barrels 
can be made to revolve, in order to fire the second charge. The locks which actually form 
the foundation for the stock are watered to a dull grey surface, inlaid with engraved gold : 
Cupid in a chariot drawn by swans, sea-horses, the Royal arms surrounded by the Garter, and 
acanthus foliage figuring amongst other decorations. They work on the simple fiint-and- 
steel principle, and are inscribed with the name of the well-known maker : boutet. 
a Versailles. The ramrods are of whale-bone mounted with gold. 
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211—A Flint-lock Sporting-gun. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of plain walnut-wood mounted with brass. The barrel is 38^ in. long. 
Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the initials o. r. and a crown, also the name of the 
makers : griffin and tow. 


212—A Flint-lock Gun. 

French workmanship, early 19//1 Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the grip with a dolphin’s mask. The barrel is 
38 in. long, partly octagonal, the watering strongly marked, incrusted at the breech with 
silver and an Arabic inscription in gold. Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed with the name 
of the maker: prevoteau. a Paris. 

The barrel has no doubt been shortened and taken from an Arab gun, dating from 
the end of the 17th century. It has been adapted to its present butt, and conformed to 
the then existing fashion by the well-known gunmaker, Prevoteau of Paris. 


213—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the breech with sprays of roses, etc., in low 
relief, and inlaid on the reverse side to the lock-plate with the Prince of Wales’ feathers 
in silver. Green leather cheek-pad. The mounts of the stock are of silver, bearing the 
London hall-mark for 1784, and the maker’s mark, m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). 
The barrel is 38 in. long, with a flattened line of sight, stamped at the breech with 
the name of the maker, egg, of London, and overlaid with gold. Ordinary flint-lock, 
with a safety-catch, also inscribed with the maker’s name. 


214—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French workmanship, middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, in places carved with graceful scroll-work and posies of 
roses. Green velvet chin-pad. The heel, as also the trigger-guard, is of steel chased 
with similar work to that on the stock, both under the influence of the pure Louis XV. 
taste. The barrel is 41 in. long, octagonal at the breech, also faceted and partly fluted, 
the whole surface blued, enriched with engraving and gilding, bearing the name of the 
maker : gobert. a Reims. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name of the same 
maker. 


72 


Windsor Collection. 


215-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French workmanships second half of the 18/// Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work in low relief, and in places 
inlaid with silver wire. The heel of the butt and the trigger-guard of silver (bearing 
the Paris hall-mark of 1769) chased with baskets of flowers, shell-work, etc., showing 
the transitional periods of the styles of Louis XV. and Louis XVI., developing into 
an ornamentation known as gros Louis XVI. The barrel is 40 in. long, octagonal, 
faceted, and blued. At the breech are enrichments of engraving and gilding, introducing 
the name of the maker : bourdiec. a Paris. Ordinary flint-lock (the top of the hammer 
wanting), engraved with the name of the same maker. On the trigger-guard, engraved 
more recently, is the name b. g. Kennedy. 


216—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

The stock is of English workmanships of the frst quarter of the 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with blued steel, and inlaid below the breech 
with an oval gold thumb-plate engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrel, 
upon which the interest of the gun chiefly centres, is of Turkish work, 40I in. long, 
octagonal in section, and heavily proportioned. The surface is deeply watered, and 
enriched at the breech with formal ornaments inlaid in gold. The flint-lock has the 
safety-catch, and is engraved with the name of the maker, d. egg, by whom no doubt 
the barrel was adapted to its present stock. 


217 & 218—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of plain walnut-wood, mounted with engraved steel. Below the 
breeches are sockets, into which could be fitted at pleasure, gun-stocks. The barrels, 9 in. 
long, are octagonal, and stamped with the maker’s name: tow, of London. Flint-locks 
with safety-catches, also engraved with the name tow. 


219 & 220—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks of plain walnut-wood, mounted with steel. The barrels are iof in. 
long, and octagonal, engraved with the maker’s name, p. j. parisis, aix-la-chapelle. 
Adjustable back-sights. Ordinary flint-locks. 
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221 Sc 22 2—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , last years of the i 8 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with shell-work at the breech, and mounted 
with pommel-caps and trigger-guards of silver; chased in relief at the pommel with the 
seated figure of Britannia, and engraved on the trigger-guard with groups of flowers. 
The barrels are io in. long and partly octagonal, strongly rifled, and inlaid with the 
maker’s name, wogdon, of London, in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with the 
name of the same maker. 


223-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , late 1 8 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, slightly carved with scroll-work, and inlaid with the 
Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver. Green leather cheek-pad, the heel and trigger-guard 
of silver, engraved with flowers, etc., and bearing the London hall-mark for 1782, and 
the maker’s mark, m. b. {mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The barrel is 42 in. long, 
with the gunsmith’s stamp, a seated lion, gilt, at the extreme breech. Ordinary flint¬ 
lock, engraved with a hound and sprays of flowers ; also the maker’s name, d. egg. 


2 24—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge 
to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with plain steel, and enriched with a pierced 
silver plate on the opposite side to the lock. Scroll-shaped thumb-plate, engraved with 
the monogram a. w. (?) surmounted by a crown. The barrel is 4if in. long, russeted, 
and with a flattened line of sight, engraved with the name of the maker, barbar. 
Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the same maker’s name. 


225—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge to 
Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with leafage, and mounted with a steel heel, trigger- 
guard, escutcheon and lock mount, simply and tastefully chiselled with leaf-work; on the 
thumb-plate is engraved the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrels are 42 in. long, with 
flattened line of sight, browned and enriched with a panel of etching and gilding, recalling 
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a design of Chippendale under his Chinese influence; the name of the maker, barbar, of 
London, is similarly worked. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name of the same 
maker. 


226—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Probably German workmanship , late 18//; Century. 

The stock (with a hollow butt) is of walnut-wood. The barrel is 43 in. long, blued 
and partly octagonal. The lock engraved with the name of the maker, c. kallhof ; it is of 
a most complicated nature, being a magazine gun on intricate though not entirely satisfactory 
principle, the fresh charge being forced into position by drawing the trigger-guard sharply 
towards the right. At intervals in the lock-plate are apparatus for feeding the lock with 
the necessary priming powder, etc. [See Plate 18. 


227—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The stock and lock of English workmanship, late 18/// Century. The barrel is of rather 
earlier date. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge to 
Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a heel, trigger-guard, lock-mount and a Royal crest 
in silver. The barrel is 41 in. long, partly octagonal, stamped at the breech and gilt 
with four lions’ masks, a running stag, and the name g. iil. algora. Ordinary flint-lock, 
inscribed willmore. 


228—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, late 18/// Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge to 
Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with plain steel, the lock-mount formed as a 
sea snake. The barrel is 44^ in. long, russeted and slightly moulded at the breech, 
engraved with the name of the maker: dolep. Ordinary flint-lock, bearing the same name. 


229 & 230-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

They are unsigned, but certainly of English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with mounts of engraved brass. The barrels are 6f in. 
long and partly octagonal. Ordinary flint-locks. 

75 


L 2 






Windsor Collection. 


231& 232-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Late 18/// Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with large steel pommel-caps and engraved trigger- 
guards. The barrels are 12 in. long, partly octagonal. Ordinary flint-locks, with catches. 
Upon the barrels and lock-plates are inscriptions in Persian, but from the general form 
of the pistols and from their careful finish and the mechanism of the locks they must 
be considered of European and probably English manufacture. The inscription and details 
of the ornaments may have been added in Persia, where, no doubt, they were sent in 
the first place, either for purposes of commerce or as a presentation gift. 

233 & 234-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century . 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with blued steel trigger-guards. Below the breeches 
are slots into which could be fitted at pleasure gun-stocks. The barrels are 8^ in. 
long, octagonal in section ; engraved with the name of the maker: tow, of London. 
Ordinary flint-locks, similarly inscribed. 

235 <& 236—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with steel trigger-guards and silver pommel-caps, 
embossed and chased as grotesque masks, also with silver shields and thumb-plates engraved 
with the monogram G. r. and a crown. The barrels are 7 in. long, flattened along the 
sight-line, each engraved with the name of the maker: griffin, of London. Ordinary 
flint-locks. 

237 & 238—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Enghsh workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved at the grip with cross-hatching ; engraved 
and blued mounts. Below the breech are inlaid the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The 
barrels are 8 in. long, with flattened sight-line, each engraved with the maker’s name: 
D. egg, of London. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, similarly engraved. 

239 & 240—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta Lodge 
to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with cross-hatching at the grips; simple silver 
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potnmel-caps and blued steel trigger-guards. The barrels are 9^- in. long, browned, and 
octagonal in section ; each stamped with the maker’s name : r. w. Mortimer, of London, 
gun-maker to ms MAJESTY. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, engraved with 
the same name. 


241-A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

All , with the exception of the barrels , of English workmanship , of the second quarter of 
the 19 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, fashioned on French lines. They are inlaid with silver 
and silver-wire, polished flush to the surface, and engraved. The design consists of 
trophies of arms, formal flowers and various scroll ornaments. The pommel-caps, the 
trigger-guards and other mounts are of silver-gilt, bearing the London hall-mark for 
1827. They are chased in high relief with trophies of various arms, busts of Minerva 
and classical friezes on a ground that is worked to a matted surface. Upon the thumb 
plates the Royal arms are engraved. The barrels of each are 8 in. long, octagonal, blued, 
engraved, and plated with gold, geometrical designs being introduced among other 
ornamentation. They bear the well-known maker’s name: boutet, directeur, manufac¬ 
ture a Versailles. Ordinary flint-locks, with the safety-catch inlaid with the name 
e. baker & sons. All the mounts to these fine barrels are probably by the same 
maker. The pistols are in a mahogany case with brass mounts, also containing a silver 
and leather powder-flask, and a bullet-mould inscribed e. baker & sons’ improved bullet- 
mould, 1828, and a ramrod. 
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CASE E. 

242—A Seven-barrelled Flint-lock Revolver Pistol. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century . 

The stock is of plain walnut-wood. The barrels are 2^ in. long, placed in a circle of 
six, with one in the centre, stamped with the gunsmith’s mark, and numbered 1 to 7. An 
ordinary flint-lock, the lock-plate engraved with a trophy and the name brown, of the 

STRAND, LONDON. 

243 & 244—A Pair of Double-barrelled Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships ^eirly iqth Century. 

The stocks are of polished walnut-wood, carved with cross-hatching, and inlaid with 
the Prince of Wales’ feathers, in silver. The barrels are 9 in. long, placed one upon the 
other, blued and partly octagonal, inlaid in gold with the name of the maker ; d. egg, of 
London. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, also engraved with the maker’s name. 


245—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship, l^te 18 th Century. 

This rifle was bought for 29 gs. at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, in places carved with scroll-work, and having in the 
butt a compartment for extra flints ; the heel-plate, the trigger-guard and other mounts 
are of metal gilt, engraved beneath the muzzle with stalking scenes ; the stock is tipped 
with ivory. The barrel is 30^ in. long, partly octagonal, the surface browned. Ordinary 
flint-lock, engraved with game birds. There is a leather sling for carrying the rifle. 


246—A Light Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

This gun was bought of the maker, and was the property of Admiral Payne. It 
was given by him, in the year 1796, to Benj. Julsham, who was permitted 
by “ the great condescension ” of the Prince Regent to place it in the Royal 
Armoury in 1803, that being the year Admiral Payne died. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a green velvet cheek-pad ; the heel-plate and trigger- 
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guard are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for the year 1787 and the maker’s name, 
m. b.) mark bock, of Shoe Lane). They are engraved with various trophies. The 
barrel is 32 in. long, partly octagonal, the surface browned, and stamped with the 
maker’s mark : d. egg, London. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name of the 
same maker. 


247—A Breech-loading Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanships first quarter of the 1 8th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, hollow, and having a massive burnished steel heel-plate, 
in which is an oval opening, closed by a door sliding on a hinge, for holding bullets. This 
is engraved with a view of two buildings, and the figure of a man shooting at a target. The 
thumb-plate is engraved with a coat of arms. The trigger-guard is of steel, and engraved 
with the following inscription: mr. John tournay : near London bridgf or near 
Kingston in surrey, 171 8 . The barrel is 33 in. long, and is made to open at the breech, 
thus : Draw the trigger-guard sharply backward ; this releases the barrel, which, working 
on trunnions at the extreme breech, can then be turned on its hinge ; then lift the barrel in 
the reverse direction to the modern fowling-piece ; into the breech thus exposed fits a 
cylindrical hollow breech-piece, of which several must have originally existed, each kept 
charged ready for insertion into the barrel. In the side of each of these breech-pieces or 
cartridges was the touch-hole, which, when in position, fitted over the priming pan. The 
right-hand trunnion of the barrel is hollow, and has an oval aperture, which, by the action 
of raising the barrel, revolves in the priming pan (this is stored with priming powder and 
filled through an opening covered with a hinged trap), each time collecting sufficient powder 
to ignite the charge in the cartridge, and so doing away with the necessity of priming the 
pan but once in twenty rounds. Engraved upon the barrel is the name of the maker : 
r. Rowland, londini. At the muzzle it widens and is fashioned to a tiger’s mask 
in the manner of the Indian “ Bandiig Janhardar ” guns. Ordinary flint-lock, the lock- 
plate inscribed with the name of the same maker. [See Plate 18. 


248—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship, last years of the 1 8 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a green velvet chin-pad, inlaid with Prince of Wales’ 
feathers in gold above the grip. In the butt is a receptacle for the flint ; it is mounted, 
as is the remainder of the stock, with white metal engraved with trophies of sporting arms. 
The barrel is 30^ in. long, the surface browned and engraved with the maker’s name : 
E. BAKER, GUN-MAKER TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES. Ordinary flint-lock, 
with the safety-catch stamped with the gunsmith’s (baker’s) mark. There is the leather 
sling for carrying it. 
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i)—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , end of the i 8 th Century. 

This gun was bought of the maker, and was sent “ to Windsor Castle by coach, 
directed to the care of Mr. Girding, by request of Sir Herbert Taylor, August 

! 3 th > i8 35 •” 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a green velvet cheek-pad. The thumb-plate above the 
grip is formed as the Prince of Wales’ feathers, inlaid in gold. The heel-plate, the trigger- 
guard, and other mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 1799, and the 
maker’s name, m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). They are all engraved with various 
classic friezes and small subjects of sporting dogs, etc., introducing the name of the maker, 
tatham. The barrel is 33 in. long, partly octagonal, the surface browned, engraved and inlaid 
with the Royal arms, surmounted by the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold ; also the name 
of the maker, tatham, London, in old English lettering. At the finish to the octagonal 
section of the barrel it is finely chiselled with a small acanthus frieze. The foresight 
is of gold, and fashioned to the shape of a cross. Ordinary flint-lock, blued, gilt, and 
engraved with a similar ornament to the trigger-guard. 


o—A Rifled Flint-lock Musket. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

In the Carlton House Inventory there figures with this gun a bayonet ; however, a 
note is added that as far back as 1852 it was missing. The gun was bought 
for the Royal Armoury in 1828 ; the lock is supposed to work upon an improved 
principle. 

The stock is of mahogany, with a pistol-shaped grip, and hollow in the butt, now 
containing its cleaning implements ; the mounts of the stock are of brass. The barrel 
is 30^ in. long, browned, and engraved with the name of the maker: e. baker & son ; 
the surface is browned. Ordinary flint-lock, similarly inscribed ; steel ramrod and swivels 
for a suspension strap. At the muzzle is a socket, on which could be attached a bayonet. 


i—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Proportioned for a boy. 

French workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, delicately carved in low relief with scroll and leaf-work 
in the manner of St. Germain. There is a cheek-pad of crimson velvet, also a covering 
to the heel of the butt. The trigger-guard and other details of the mounting are 
enriched in a like manner to the wood-carving. The barrel is 30 in. long, brilliantly 
blued, and with a flattened line of sight. It is decorated at the breech with an engraved 
trophy of pastoral objects, and is thickly plated with gold. The name of the maker 
also similarly rendered : dupont. a paris. It is stamped with the gunsmith’s mark. 
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Ordinary flint-lock, the plate engraved with a figure of Cupid feeling the sharpness of 
his arrows ; the name is repeated : dupont. a paris, rue jacob. 

2 5 2-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 /// Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with a shell-pattern chin-piece. The heel-plate, 
trigger-guard and other mounts are of burnished steel, slightly engraved with cockle-shells, 
etc. The barrel is 31^ in. long, with a flattened line of sight and silver foresight. Ordinary 
flint-lock, bearing the name of the maker : willmore. The barrel is probably of German 
manufacture. 


253— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French [Paris) workmanship , middle of the 18/// Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, gracefully formed and delicately carved with scroll-work, 
etc., in the accepted manner of the French School of Louis XV. There is a green leather 
cheek-pad. The mounts of the stock are of burnished steel, tastefully moulded. The barrel 
is 33^ in. long, partly octagonal, partly faceted, and partly circular in section, blued, 
engraved, and thickly plated with gold, having represented musical trophies, headings, and 
the name of the maker : cazes, arquebusier du roi, a paris. Silver foresight, set in an 
arrangement of gilt scroll-work. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the same inscription 
as that on the barrel. 

254— A Breech-loading Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship , 1 st quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The description of the breech-loader No. 247 in this same case exactly describes the 
action of this weapon, but this example is throughout of inferior workmanship. The lock 
and heel-plates are brass, the latter inscribed with the name of the maker : gandon. The 
barrel is 32 in. long, the surface blued, also engraved with the name of gandon, London. 
The hammer is missing. 

255— A Breech-loading Flint-lock Musket. 

English workmanship , late 18/// Century. 

This musket was bought of the maker for the Prince Regent. It was made as a 
pattern to be adopted by the Heavy Dragoons, for the method of introducing a 
paper cartridge into the breech was supposed to facilitate the loading when used 
on horseback, in preference to the usual means of loading by the muzzle with a 
ramrod. 

The stock is of walnut-wood and of a military pattern ; the thumb-piece fashioned to form 
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the Prince of Wales’ feathers, inlaid in silver. The heel-plate and trigger-guard are 
also of silver, engraved with trophies, and bearing the London hall-mark for 1784, and 
the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). 

The barrel is 30^ in. long, having a flattened line of sight, engraved with the name of the 
maker, d. egg, of London. It is attached to the stock by two silver bands. 

The breech is opened by drawing upwards and then forwards a lever that lies close to the 
side of the stock a little beyond the lock-plate. The whole of the breech can then be 
raised for a length of 41 inches on a hinge at its extreme base. Into this breech opening 
was inserted the paper cartridge. The lock is on the ordinary flint-lock principle, engraved 
on the lock-plate with the maker’s name repeated. At the side is a long steel loop to which 
a leather strap was attached for slinging. [See Plate 18. 


256— A Breech-loading Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships first half of the 18/// Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III. It was taken from Augusta Lodge to the 
Carlton House Armoury in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with burnished and engraved steel. 

The barrel is 30^ in. long, engraved with the name of the maker : willmore, London. 
It opens at the breech in the manner of the two breech-loaders already described in this 
same case, Nos. 247 and 254, but instead of the barrel lifting on its trunnions, it drops in 
the fashion of the modern breech-loading fowling-piece. In this example the breech-piece 
is missing. The priming-pan is filled from a small magazine attached to the back portion of 
the “ steel,” the requisite quantity of priming powder being introduced into the pan by the 
action of drawing forward and backward the “ steel,” the forward action pressing upon a 
spring that keeps the small valve at the base of the “ steel ” closed, and so opening it ; the 
backward action releasing the spring, which immediately closes the valve and stops the 
flow of the priming powder. The lock-plate bears also the name of the maker, willmore ; 
the upper grip of the hammer is lost. 

257— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

This gun was given to Mr. Santaque by Mr. Robinson, Page to King George III. 
when Prince of Wales, to whom it originally belonged. Presented to the Royal 
Armoury by Mr. Santaque on Jan. 5, 1810. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, the mounts of burnished steel, slightly engraved; steel 
shield-shaped thumb-piece. The barrel is 31^ in. long, with a partly flattened line of 
sight, the surface russeted and engraved with the name of the maker: griffin, bond 
street, London ; silver foresight. Ordinary flint-lock, with the safety-catch similarly 
engraved. 
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258—A Breech-loading Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , first half of the 18 th Century. 

This gun was purchased from the gunsmith Brunn. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with burnished steel mounts, engraved with scroll-work. 
The barrel is 33-^ in. long, engraved with the name of its maker: d. m‘kenzie, London. 
The breech opens on the same principle as the gun No. 247, in this same case. The lock- 
plate bears the name d. m'kenzie, repeated. The priming-pan of the lock is also filled in 
an exactly similar manner to the gun already named. 


2 5 9—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip. The heel-plate and the trigger- 
guard of steel, blued and engraved with pointers. The finger-plate is of silver, engraved 
with the shield of the Prince of Wales. Upon the end of the pistol-grip is applied a circular 
silver plaque engraved with a dove, the word peace, and the date 1814. 

The barrel is 33 in. long, with a hollowed line of sight ; the surface blued, engraved and 
gilt with two partridges, and the title of the maker : gun-maker to h.r.h. the prince 
regent. Ordinary flint-lock, blued, with the maker’s name inlaid in gold : e. baker. 
Silver-mounted ramrod. 


260—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 1 9th Century. 

Bought of the maker for the Royal Collection in 1819. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a pistol-shaped grip ; the heel-plate, trigger-guard, 
and other mounts of silver, engraved with sporting scenes and the dove of Peace, and bearing 
the London hall-mark for 1815, and maker’s mark M. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). 
The thumb-plate is of gold, fashioned as the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrel is 
33^ in. long, partly octagonal, partly faceted and partly circular in section, the division 
between the faceted and circular sections being marked by an acanthus-leaf frieze chiselled 
in low relief. Inlaid in gold upon the barrel is the title of the maker : gun-maker 
to h.r.h. the prince regent. At the extreme breech are engraved small trophies 
and gunsmith’s marks, stamped and gilded. Ordinary flint-lock, blued, engraved, and 
inlaid in gold with the maker’s name : e. baker. 
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261—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English 'workmanship , last years of the 1 8 th Century. 

This gun was bought for the Royal Collection of the makers, Tanner and Henry 
Yeakell. There is an interesting note in the Carlton House Inventory, as 
follows “ The barrel of this gun is composed of different metals throughout, 

in imitation of the damascened barrels made in Asia ; it is the first of its kind 
which has ever been made in this country. In the arms hitherto made in 
Europe the damascening has only been produced on the surface by a chemical 
process, whereas this will be found the same throughout.” 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a heel-plate and trigger-guard of blued steel, engraved 
with sporting subjects and scroll-work. The barrel is 33-^ in. long, the surface watered and 
inlaid in gold with a group of three partridges and the name of the maker : l. tanner, 
London. The foresight is of gold, in a star-shaped setting. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved 
with pointers and game. The ramrod socket is of silver, as is also the oval thumb-plate. 


262— A Flint-lock Rifle. 

French {Paris) workmanships second quarter oj the 1 8th Century. 

This rifle belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the thumb-plate with a shell ornament; the 
heel-plate and other mounts of burnished steel, slightly chiselled and engraved in places with 
a form of trellis ornament, popular in the period of the French “ Regence.” The barrel 
is 36^ in. long, showing the spiral annealing marks, the surface watered by artificial 
means. At the breech it is enriched with a figure of Diana, and scroll-work encrusted in 
silver. Ordinary flint-lock, bearing the name of the maker : les la roche, aux galeries 

DU LOUVRE : A PARISi. 

263— A Flint-lock Gun. 

The barrel is Italians 1 7^i Century ; the stock and lock English, late 1 8th Century . 

The barrel is a fine example of the characteristic work of the gun-maker, 
Lazarino Cominazzo. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the thumb-plate with a shell ornament ; the 
heel-plate and other mounts chiselled with scroll-work. The barrel is 31^ in. long, the 
surface browned and most gracefully decorated, for nearly half its distance, with chiselled 
chevron bands, the breech end verging into narrow fluting or ridging. The conjunction of 
the two ornaments is covered by an acanthus-leaf frieze. It is stamped with the name of 
the maker : + lazarino + cominazzo +. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with floral scrolls, 
and bearing the name of the maker : lowe. 
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264— A Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The rifle was made by and bought for the Royal Collection from A. Hunnstock. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief at the thumb-plate with flowers and 
leafage. The heel-plate and all the mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 
1783, and the maker’s mark m. e. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). They are engraved 
with sporting subjects and trophies of armour. In the butt is a receptacle for the cleaning 
apparatus, which it contains still. It is also inlaid with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. 
The barrel is 31 in. long, and octagonal; the surface originally blued, with leafage inlaid 
in gold. There is an adjustable backsight, also stamped with the name of its maker : 
d. egg, London. Ordinary flint-lock, with safety-catch, similarly engraved and inscribed. 

265— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , last years oj the 1 %th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Mr. Baker, the maker, in 1809. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in gold, forming the 
thumb-piece; the heel-plate and trigger-guard of blued steel, engraved with sporting 
subjects. The barrel is 33 in. long, the surface browned, engraved with a star ornament 
and inlaid with the name of its maker : baker, London, in gold. It has two flint-locks 
of ordinary action, also stamped with Baker’s name. They are placed on either side of 
the single barrel, each connected by a touch-hole ; the hammers fall together by the 
single pull of the trigger. This double action of the flint and steel was a preventive taken 
against a “ miss-fire.” 


266—A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Probably of Portuguese workmanships latter part of the ijth Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, curiously narrow in the proportion of its butt, and 
hollowed out at the thumb-plate; the heel-plate and trigger-guard are of silver. The whole 
of the stock most richly overlaid with various ornaments in the same metal. The decoration 
utilised consists of conventionally treated serpents, birds, monsters, hounds, etc. worked 
into a design of interlaced leafage. Below the backsight is inlaid the figure of a man 
shooting a stag. The heel-plate is embossed and chased with a shepherd piping ; a mask 
is on the trigger-guard. The barrel is 33^ in. long, partly octagonal and polygonal in 
section ; the surface is blued and enriched with engraving and overlaying of gold and 
silver, stamped at the breech with the following lettering in a cartouche: jop caranza, 
surmounted by a crown. The backsight is of silver. The lock is on the snaphance 
principle, the hammer being shaped as an eagle. This has the letter p and the number 
to engraved upon it. 
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267— A Small-bore Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , middle of the 18/// Century. 

The stock is of light walnut-wood, slightly carved in places with scroll-work ; in the 
butt is a receptacle, closed by a sliding cover, for the cleaning apparatus or bullets. The 
heel-plate and the trigger-guard are of brass, simply fashioned. The barrel is 32-J- in. long, 
octagonal and blued. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name of the maker : franck. 

268— A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

German workmanships second half of the 18 th Century. 

This fowling-piece, with its more modern stock, was the favourite gun of Baron 
Linsengen, It was presented to the Royal Collection in 1811. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the thumb-plate with a sprig of flowers ; the 
heel-plate, which is of blued steel, covers but half the heel. The trigger-guard is also of 
blued steel, with an impressed stamp containing initials. The barrel is 36 in. long, partly 
octagonal and partly circular in section, the junction of the two formations covered by a narrow 
chiselled acanthus-leaf frieze. At the breech the following are inlaid and stamped: 
three sprigs of flowers in silver, a Hon in a square panel, a fleur-de-lys, and the initials 
b.v.s.t.i.n.d.v.i., surmounted by a crown. The lock is on the snaphance principle, 
stamped with the following letters in a gilt sunk panel : dom gabiola. 

To this barrel can also be fitted a second stock of more recent date, mounted with 
blued and engraved steel, with an oval silver thumb-plate engraved with the initials c. v. 
Affixed to it is an ordinary flint-lock made by Harcourt. 

269— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships of the second half of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III,, and was taken from Augusta Lodge to 
Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, the butt removing at pleasure for the convenience of 
packing. The mounts are of silver ; there is also a silver shield-shaped thumb-plate chased 
with trophies and other ornaments. The heel is slightly decorated with scroll-work inlaid 
in silver wire. The barrel, 35 in. long, is also removable by pressing a small button ; it is 
covered with brown leather and mounted with four silver bands. The backsight, which is 
fastened to the stock, is also of silver, inscribed collumbell. Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed 

JOHN HARMAN. 

2 70—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

American workmanships last years of the 18 th Century. 

This-rifle was made in America, and was formerly the property of Colonel Thomas 
Thomas, a Colonel of the American Riflemen, who was killed in an action in 
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South Carolina by the British Legion. Presented to the Royal Collection by 
Colonel George Hanger. 

The lock is of English workmanship. The stock is of walnut-wood, with heel-plate and 
trigger-guard of brass. There is an opening in the butt for bullets ; this is closed by a brass 
door, and a silver shield-shaped thumb-piece engraved with the initials j. t. ; on the cheek 
of the butt is a silver inlaid star inscribed states united, we are one. The barrel is 
46 in. long, and octagonal. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with the name of the maker: 
D. EGG. 


2,71— A Flint-lock Musket. 

German workmanships second half of the 18//i Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a heel-plate, trigger-guard, and other mounts of 
burnished steel slightly engraved. The barrel, 40 in. long, has a flattened line of sight ; the 
surface is watered ; the foresight of silver. Ordinary flint-lock, the plate engraved with a 
figure of Mars and trophies, also inscribed with the name of the maker : j. ulricii, mantz. 


272—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

probably of American mountings early 19/// Century . 

The stock is of maple-wood, containing in the butt a receptacle for bullets ; all the 
mounts are of brass, simply constructed. There is a plain oval silver thumb-piece. The 
barrel is 44 in. long, octagonal and russeted, engraved with the maker’s name, j. leher, and 
inlaid in gold and silver with stars and flowers at the extreme breech. Ordinary flint-lock. 


273—A Flint-lock and Compressed Air Rifle combined. 

German workmanship, middle of the 18 th Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, large in proportion, and hollow, in places carved with scroll¬ 
work and leafage. The mounts are of brass, engraved with an ornamentation derived from 
the French Louis XV. scroll-work; there is also a figure of the goddess Diana. In the 
butt is fitted the strong iron magazine for the compressed air. The air was pumped into 
the magazine through a brass heel-plate, the opening of which is closed by a small circular 
trap. The barrel is 39^ in. long, octagonal, and inlaid in gold with the crowned cipher 
of the Royal House of Bourbon ; stamped beneath that is a lion and three fleur-de-lys. The 
lock-plate is engraved with a shepherdess, and the name of the maker: bosler, a 
darmstadt. The action of putting the hammer to full-cock connected the breech of 
the barrel to the magazine of compressed air, and so on pulling the trigger a certain 
amount of air was released, and the gun discharged. The magazine held sufficient air 
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for several rounds. The gun could also be charged with gunpowder, and fired in the 
ordinary way by the usual flint-and-steel method if desired. 


274—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 Hth Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III,, and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House, in 1822, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with mounts of burnished steel, the thumb-plate formed as a 
pear-shaped escutcheon. The barrel is 44-^ in. long, the surface browned, and having two 
simple mouldings encircling it near the breech, where is also engraved the name of the 
maker : dolep. Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed with the same name. 


275—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships middle of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George 111 ,, and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House, in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in places with scroll-work. The heel-plate, the 
trigger and other mounts are of steel, tastefully chiselled with scroll-work and leafage. The 
thumb-plate is formed as an oval shield, and engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. 

The barrel is 41^ in, long, with a flattened line of sight ; at the breech it is inlaid with 
a design of scroll-work and peacocks in gold ; above that a label with the name of the 
maker : barbar, londini. Ordinary flint-lock, also engraved with Barbar’s name. 


276--A Flint-lock Musket. 

The lock is English, early 19 th Century. 'The mounts American , and of the same period. 
The barrel is dated 1775. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Colonel George Hanger. (See No. 270.) 

The stock is of maple-wood, with mounts of brass and inlays of silver wire. In the butt 
there is a compartment for bullets. The barrel is 45^ in. long, octagonal and blued, stamped 
with the inscription christ . oerter . Christ : spring . 1775. Ordinary flint-lock by 

D. EGG. 


277--A Regulation Flint-lock Musket. 

French workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

In the old Inventory there is mention of a bayonet which is now unfortunately lost. 
The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with brass, and stamped with the regimental 
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mark and the number 67. The barrel is 40-^ in. long, blued, and inlaid in gold with 
the crowned arms of France surrounded by the collar of the Order of St. Michael, and 
inscribed gardes du corps do roi. There are also three gunsmith’s marks. Ordinary 
flint-lock, inscribed mano™ R le de charleville. On the flash-pan is a protective brass 
case. There are slings for the attachment of a strap. 

The lock ot this gun is fitted with the “ Bassinet de Surete ” invented by M. Regnier, 
Conservator of the Museum of Artillery in Paris. 

The proposed advantage in the construction of this pan is the security against 
accidental discharge and effectual protection to the priming-powder from injury by 
moisture. 

M. Regnier states that “ it has been proved by many repeated trials that when the 
pan was shut the priming could not be inflamed by the explosion of a quantity of powder 
placed around the pan, and that the priming did not imbibe any moisture through 
being plunged repeatedly under water; he also states that after firing 150 rounds successively, 
neither the structure of the pan nor the movement of the cylindrical cover was damaged. 
M. Regnier directs a mixture of wax and suet to be applied between the exterior surface of 
the pan and the interior of the cylindrical cover in order to prevent their oxidation, and for 
the purpose of producing an equal degree of friction. This composition will likewise 
further contribute to prevent the moisture of the atmosphere from penetrating to the 
priming. The cylindrical cover is detached by taking out the screws placed in the 
centre of its milled end. The fire-arms of the Guard of the Directory were fitted with 
pans of this description or construction, as were also those of the Garde du Corps, and 
other troops of the Household of the King of France. It was also adopted for the Fusiles 
d’honneur which were distributed as rewards for individual gallantry during the wars of the 
Revolution.” 


2 7 8—A Flint-lock Musket. 

Italian workmanships middle of the 18/// Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex in 1809. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with mounts, inclusive of the thumb-plate, of silver, 
engraved with scroll-work and trophies ; the stock is also in places inlaid with scrolls in 
silver wire. The barrel is 44 in long, partly octagonal in section, the surface blued and 
inlaid with silver-wire work, stamped at the breech rosina in toscana ; also impressed 
with a Guild mark, overlaid in gold. Ordinary flint-lock, with the safety-catch engraved 
with the name 1. g. ertelle misterda. The barrel has three silver bands attaching it to 
the stock. 
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2 79-A Light Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , early 1 qth Century. 

This gun was made especially light, for the purpose of shooting with one hand 
from on horseback. It was sent from Carlton House to the Royal Lodge, 
Windsor, in 1829, and in 1832 to the Royal Armoury of Windsor Castle. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, the butt hollowed in the centre, a jour , to lighten it. 
The thumb-plate of silver, fashioned like the Prince of Wales’ feathers, inlaid flush with 
the surface. The heel-plate is of blued steel, also pieced ; it is engraved with classic 
leafage. The trigger-guard and other mounts are also of steel, blued and engraved. The 
barrel, 40 in. long, is partly octagonal, engraved with its maker’s name, bates, London, in 
an oval gold inlaid escutcheon. Ordinary flint-lock, similarly engraved. 

280— A Smooth-bore Military Flint-lock Musket. 

German , late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief with leafage and scroll-work. All the 
mounts are of brass, chiselled in low relief with a form of strap-work, and on the plate, the 
reverse side to the lock, is engraved a small composition of figures representing the discovery 
by Action of Diana and her nymphs bathing. In the centre, in a scroll-shaped shield, is the 
white horse of Hanover (silvered), and at one end the inscription iiauschka ; the thumb- 
plate is formed as a crowned shield, bearing the monogram A. w. in silver. The barrel is 
44 in. long, the surface watered and partly octagonal in section, bearing at the breech an 
impressed Persian mark, and six stars and moon inlaid in silver. Ordinary flint-lock, 
engraved with St. Michael and the Dragon, and the name of the maker repeated : 

SEBASTIAN HAUSCHKA. 

281— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

German workmanship , middle of the 1 8 / 7 / Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with all the mounts of gilt bronze, cast and chased with a 
florid Louis XV. design of scrolls, in places introducing groups of figures in the manner of 
Lancret. The barrel is 39^ in. long, the surface blued and partly octagonal, chased with 
scroll-work and flowers upon a gilt matted ground, also inlaid with the maker’s name in 
silver: joiiann Jacob, kuchenreuter ; there are impressed three gunsmith’s marks. 
Ordinary flint-lock, chiselled in low relief with stag-hunting scenes. 


282-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The mounting is English , late 18/// Century. The barrel Italian , of earlier date. 

The stock is of walnut-wood ; the heel-plate and other mounts of silver, engraved with 
groups of pointers and other sporting subjects in silver, and bearing the London hall- 
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mark for 1787, and the maker’s mark, m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The thumb-plate 
of silver, inlaid flush to the surface and fashioned like the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The 
barrel is 45 in. long, partly octagonal, partly polygonal and partly circular in section ; 
upon it is stamped the name gironimo apvisto. Ordinary flint-lock, slightly engraved, 
and bearing the well-known maker’s name of d. egg. 


283 & 284—A Pair of Flint-lock Holster Pistols. 

German ’workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, in places roughly carved ; all the stock mounts are 
of bronze gilt, chased with the Medusa and other masks, also simple mouldings in low 
relief. The barrels are 11 in. long, the surface watered. They have a partly flattened 
line of sight, a silver mask-like foresight, and the name of their maker inlaid in gold : 
1. c. drechsler, in hanover. Ordinary flint-locks, gracefully formed. 


285 & 286—A Pair of heavy Military Flint-lock Holster Pistols. 

Prussian workmanship , late 18/// Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood ; the mounts of brass, engraved on the pommel with 
the monogram t.r. crowned. The barrels are 11^ in. long. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed 

POTZDAM MAGAZ. 

287 & 288-A Pair of Flint-lock Regulation Military Holster 

Pistols. 

Late 18 th Century. 

These were used by the 10th Regiment of Hanoverian Cavalry. 

The stocks are of oak. All the mounts are plain brass; one engraved on the plate, 
the reverse side to the lock, r. 3 c. 6—No. 41. The barrels are 11 in. long, incased with 
three bands of lines. Ordinary flint-locks. 
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CASE F. 

289-A Wheel-lock Rifle. (See the suit No, 677.) 

German , first half of the 1 6 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, having a partition in the butt for pyrites or bullets ; the 
heel-plate of horn, as is also the figure of a wild boar that is inlaid in the butt. The barrel 
is 30 in, long, octagonal in section, stamped with the gunsmith’s mark, surmounted by the 
word max, The foresight is of brass ; ordinary wheel-lock, with hair-trigger. The lock- 
plate has the wheel on its exterior. 


290— A Flint-lock Breech-loading Musket. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1B th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, mounted with plain steel, and inlaid on the thumb-plate 
with a device in silver wire. The barrel is 26 in. long, octagonal in section at the breech, 
then circular and tapering towards the muzzle, where it finishes in an applied moulding. 
The breech-loading action is on the principle of the early “ chamber-pieces,” for into the base 
of the barrel fits a breech-block of rectangular form, to which is fastened the backsight ; 
this also serves as the handle by which the breech-block is removed. In the lock is drilled a 
circular passage way, by which the priming powder in the pan is conveyed to the charge. 
This breech-block is held in position or removed at pleasure by drawing on one side the 
trigger-guard, which action either throws out or draws in a crescent-shaped bolt fitting into 
a groove in the breech-block. The lock is on the ordinary fiint-and-steel principle. Upon 
the barrel is the name w. fosoraet. 

291- A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably German , second quarter of the ijth Century. 

The stock, which is of walnut-wood, presents the ordinary form seen in 17th century 
wheel-lock guns and rifles ; in it is a compartment with sliding top, either for pyrites or 
bullets. In places it is decorated with punched dots ; it has also mounts of brass. The barrel 
in this example is remarkably short (15 inches), and has been altered from its original length; 
its surface is russeted, probably the work of the 18th century. The foresight is of brass ; 
the lock is on the wheel and pyrites principle, the wheel being on the exterior of the lock- 
plate, the pan protected by a cover held in position by a catch. 
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292-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German (Hanoverian) workmanships first quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This gan was in the collection of King George III., and was taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, having in the butt a receptacle for bullets, covered with a 
sliding cover; it is roughly carved with a composition of scroll-work, introducing a grotesque 
conception of St. Michael and the Dragon ; this is inlaid with mother of pearl. The heeL 
plate, the trigger-guard, and other mounts are of brass, chased, and in some cases pierced 
with hunting subjects, figures of Diana in various guises, and Regence-likc composition ol 
scroll-work. The barrel is 23-^ in. long, octagonal in section, widening somewhat at the 
muzzle. At the breech it is chiselled with an upright panel containing the figure of Bellona 
seated upon a panoply of armour and arms, drapery above ; higher upon the barrel, engraved 
and overlaid in silver, runs the name of the maker: drechsler a hanovek. The foresight is 
of brass. The lock, on the ordinary flint-and-steel principle, is also engraved with the name 
DRECHSLER. 


293—A Wheel-lock Pistol. 

German (Saxon) workmanship, first quarter of the iyth Century. 

This pistol was presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Stace of Woolwich 
in 1817. 

The finely proportioned stock is a good illustration of the second stage in the evolution of 
the pistol from the ball-butted weapon of the 16th century (see No. 349). It is fashioned 
of walnut-wood, of flattened, octagonal section at the grip, widening to the butt, where it 
finishes in a flat plate of polished stag’s-horn. This same medium also enriches the stock, 
inlaid flush with the wood surface, engraved and polished in the form of conventional 
duplicated scroll-work, hunted hares, stags and dogs. The barrel is 16^- in. long, and 
octagonal for 7 inches of its distance, stamped with the armourer’s mark at the breech, a 
double h and an emblem ; its whole surface etched with a design of interlaced strap- 
work, on a field of small scrolls, very characteristic of its Saxon origin. This same 
ornamentation is utilized upon the wheel-lock plate and trigger-guard. The lock is on 
the wheel and pyrites principle. The wheel (encased) is on the outside of the lock-plate ; 
it has also the safety-catch. [&e Plate 21. 


294-A Short Hunting-sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This sword was formerly used by Mr. Du Pasquier when riding post with the 
Prince of Wales. Mr, Du Pasquier was First Page to King George IV. 

The hilt, fashioned on the Eastern principle, is of silver, bearing the London hall-mark 
for the year 1809, and the maker’s mark, 1. f. (jno. fayle, of Wilderness Lane, Salisbury 
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Court). The grip is formed of two plaques of ebony, applied and attached by four flat 
pyramidica! silver-head rivets. The blade is 21-^ in. long, if in. wide at the hilt and 
if in. at the point, strongly back-edged, and with a curved cutting edge. 


295—A Cartouche-box. 

Arabian ‘workmanship , late 1 %th Century. 

It was presented to the Royal Collection by the Sultan Hassan in 1811. 

It is rectangular in form, with a foundation of wood covered with leather and overlaid 
with silver plaques ; these plaques have applied bead-pattern borders containing rosettes ; 
at the back is a leather loop through which passed the waist-belt. 

2 9 6-A Powder-flask. 

Arabian ‘workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

This flask was presented to the Royal Collection by the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Keith in 1822. 

It is of iron and shaped as a ram’s-horn, almost diamond-shaped in section, its outer side 
being overlaid with brass and silver, and enriched with narrow applied bands of dots and 
cording. The mouth-piece is of faceted cone form and covered with a silver cap attached 
by two chains. Fastened by a cord to the flask is a simple “ iron ” of a flint-and-steel 
tinder-box. 

297—A Powder-flask. 

Probably Persian , early iqtb Century. 

It is of horn, of characteristic Eastern form, with a hinge and stopper of brass. 

29 8-A Bullet-pouch. 

Arabian workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

It is made of leather, the neck closing with a leather thong. On the front face is applied 
a rectangular plate of silver, with a beaded border and six rivets in the centre. Attached is 
an ornament formed of four pendent silver chains, finishing in fluted knobs. 


299-A Powder-flask. 

Algerian workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This flask was presented to the Prince Regent, in 1811, by the Algerine Am¬ 
bassador from the Dey of Algiers. 

This interesting “ Gala ” flask is of silver and silver-gilt, and in form resembles a 
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tusk. It is ornamented with three applied bands, embossed and chased with scroll-work 
and symbols of a semi-European nature. With the flask is the original silver-wire hanger; 
to this it is fastened by an elaborate cone-shaped swivel, on which, in turn, are hung 
sixteen short steel chains, each finishing in a faceted coral bead. Other such beads, silver 
filigree work and ornaments at intervals, decorate the remainder of the silver hangers ; 
attached are two silver prickers. 


300—A Cartouche Box. 

Arabian 'workmanship, late 1 8 th Century. 

The flask is roughly of semicircular form, fashioned of wood, covered with leather and 
overlaid with silver plate ; one side opens on a hinge. The fastening is a staple and hasp. It 
has a border of embossed beading, and across the top flat side, the applied rosettes. At 
the back is a leather loop, through which passed the waist-belt. 


301- A Powder-flask. 

Algerian workmanship , 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Prince Regent in 1811 by the Sultan Hassan. 

It is formed of natural horn, polished and incised with lines, in groups of six. The 
mounts are of silver, with applied beaded mouldings, and stamped with various conventional 
patterns. The stopper is of bottle form, with an octagonal base. It is attached by a 
chain to the flask. 

302- A Hunting-knife. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , second half of the 1 8 th Century . The blade probably 
German , of the same date. 

The hilt is cruciform in shape, having quillons of steel diagonally fluted, finishing 
in cockle-shell-like ends; below them is a plate that fitted, cap-like, the locket of the 
scabbard. The grip of ebony, secured to the tang of the blade by silver-headed rivets. 
The blade is 14^ in. long, curved and back-edged, and having slightly sunk oblong panels, 
8^ in. long, chiselled on either side with groups of formal scrolls overlaid with silver gilt. 
At the extreme hilt is a deeply engraved frieze of acanthus leaves. 

303- A Cartouche-box. 

Arabian workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Prince Regent in 1811 by the Sultan Hassan. 

The flank is of semicircular form, fashioned of wood, covered with leather and overlaid 
with silver plates, one side opening on a hinge, and fastening with a staple and hasp. 
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It has a border of embossed beading, also an applied series of embossed rosettes. The 
back is of red morocco leather, with a loop through which the waist-belt passed. 

3 04—A Small-bore Snaphance R ifle. 

Probably Tyrolese, third quarter of the lyth Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, fashioned on the usual 17th century lines. In the butt 
is a receptacle, with a sliding cover, for flints or bullets. At the ramrod socket it is 
roughly carved with a monster’s head, the eyes and teeth inlaid in polished horn. The 
butt shod and decorated with plates of brass. The barrel is 33^ in. long, octagonal 
in section, with a foresight of brass, the backsight missing. The lock is of somewhat 
unusual construction, on the early Snaphance principle, manoeuvred by a double trigger, 
pulling first the ordinary and then a hair-trigger for its discharge. Upon the lock-plate 
is engraved the name narva. 


305—A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German , second quarter of the r yth Century. 

The stock, which is fashioned on the lines of an arquebus, is of Italian walnut. In 
the butt is the receptacle with a sliding top for the bullets. Its whole surface is carved 
in relief with formal scroll-work and duplicated acanthus leaves. On one side of the butt 
has been inlaid (probably in polished stag’s-horn) an oval escutcheon of arms (now missing), 
in a scroll-work frame, upon which are perched two birds ; by the side is a galloping 
stag. Certain portions of the butt are overlaid with thin plaques of polished stag’s-horn, 
engraved. The barrel is 33 in, long, of octagonal section, with an adjustable backsight 
and brass foresight. The lock-plate is plain, and has the wheel in the interior. The 
pyrites holder is missing. 


3 o 6—A Wheel-lock Sporting Rifle. 

Italian, first quarter of the 1 yth Century. 

This gun was bought by the Prince Regent from Colonel Benningson in 1807. 

The whole weapon is of a marked and very characteristic Italian style, the long slender 
lock, short stock and large trigger-guard being its representative features. In this case 
the stock is fashioned of walnut-wood, with the usual receptacle in the butt for bullets, 
inlaid with conventional sporting scenes of hares and hawks, rosettes and dotted ornaments, 
in engraved and polished ivory and mother-o’-pearl. The barrel is 36^ in. long, octagonal 
in section and widening at the muzzle. Its whole surface, though now unfortunately 
brightly burnished, was originally engraved with groups of ornaments and gilt; this 
was also upon the lock. It is stamped with the letters p. K. at the breech. The lock 
is large, with a lever catch and wheel on the exterior, the pyrites holder finishing in a 
ring above. The trigger-guard is large, and indented for the fingers, [ See Plate 19. 
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307—A Heavy Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably Italian, first years of the 1 yth Century. 

The stock is simply fashioned of walnut-wood, with a receptacle closed by a sliding 
cover in the butt. It is decorated with simple lines, rosettes, hunted hares and stags, 
hounds and cartouche in engraved and polished stag’s-horn, ivory-like in appearance. 
The barrel is 33 in. long and octagonal in section, grooved along the line of sight, stamped 
with the monogram h. b. To the steel backsight is applied a tracery ornament of brass. 
The foresight is of brass. The lock-plate is large, and has the wheel on the exterior ; 
the pyrites holder finishes in a ring above. Upon the lock are applied several ornaments 
of brass, cast with masks and strapwork of Renaissance origin. The trigger-guard is hollow 
and convex, engraved with fruit and leaves. 


308—A Short Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably Dutch, dated 1666. 

This rifle was given to the Prince Regent by Sir George Wood in 1816. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, shewing no peculiarity of form, mounted in places with 
engraved brass, and with the customary receptacle in the butt for bullets. The barrel 
is curious, for it is fashioned of gun-metal of great thickness, i8f in. long, and of unusual 
rifling. Both at the muzzle and at the breech it is octagonal in section, the space 
between being spirally fluted. Engraved upon it are bands delicately composed of groups of 
conventional tulips and other flowers, tied with knots of ribbon. There is also the in¬ 
scription georg. alt. f. a. 1666. The foresight is of steel, the backsight missing. 
Stamped upon the butt is the monogram g. h. and the date 1668, also the number 4 and 
the letter n. Ordinary wheel-lock, with the wheel on the exterior of the plate ; engraved 
in a like manner to the barrel. 


309-A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German, dated 1652. 

The stock, of 17th century fashion, is of Italian walnut, with the receptacle in the 
butt for bullets, the whole inlaid with groups of sphinxes, monsters and scroll-work in 
dark horn, polished and engraved, the engraving filled in with a white pigment. The 
entire ground is occupied with scroll-work. Beneath the ramrod socket is a shield 
of arms, whilst upon the heel-plate is the crowned double-headed eagle. The barrel is 25 in. 
long, of octagonal section, with adjustable brass backsight and foresight, stamped with the 
name and date, sigmvnt klet, inventor: 1652, and shewing an interesting addition, as 
within the large rifled bore of the actual barrel there is fitted a tube, containing a boring 
of much smaller calibre, having at the breech-end a screw in the interior that fits upon 
a turned peg in the actual barrel breech. The whole is constructed much on the principle 
of the ‘Morris’ tube of to-day. The wheel-lock is on the usual principle, with the wheel 
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partly on the exterior of the plate ; it is encased in copper gilt, engraved with scroll-foliage. 
There is also a copper-gilt plate upon the end of the spring. This was originally blued. 
The trigger-guard is gilt. 


io—A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship, second quarter of the lyth Century. 

This rifle was commended to the Prince Regent by Mr. Cosway (R. Cosway, R.A.), 
who purchased it from a Count de Navenville. The arms upon the butt are 
those of Prince Elector Ferdinand, Archbishop of Cologne. Prince Prelates of 
the House of Bavaria ruled at Cologne from 1583 to 1650 ; Prince Ernest from 
1583 to 1612 ; Prince Ferdinand from 1612 to 1650. 

The stock is of Italian walnut, with a bullet receptacle in the butt, now containing the 
original spanner for winding the wheel and the brass powder-measure. It is inlaid with 
various animals and formal flowers in engraved and polished stag’s-horn ; also the coat of 
arms already mentioned, in mother-o’-pearl. The barrel is 39^ in. long, of octagonal 
section, with an adjustable steel backsight and brass foresight. Faintly legible is the name 
of the maker : simon klett. Simple wheel-lock, with the wheel on the interior of the 
plate ; engraved with the initials s. K. 


11—A Short Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German , second quarter oj the lyth Century. 

This rifle was bought by the Prince Regent in 1807 from Colonel Benningson. 

The stock is of the accepted 17th century fashion, and made of Italian walnut-wood ; 
in the butt is the receptacle for bullets ; the heel-plate being of horn, also the ramrod 
tube. Inlaid upon the cheek-plate is a huntsman shooting a stag. The barrel is 26^ in. 
long, and, like the one upon the rifle No. 309, can by the addition of a steel tube be 
adapted to bores of two calibres, both strongly rifled ; it bears a gunsmith’s mark. The 
backsight is adjustable and of blued steel, the foresight of brass. Simple wheel-lock, with 
the wheel on the exterior of the plate, encased in brass. Large trigger-guard, and 
double trigger. 


1 2—A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

The lock and stock are German , early 1 yth Century . 

The barrel, probably Turkish, was added towards the close of the century. 

The stock, of late 16th century form, is fashioned of pearwood dyed black, with a 
receptacle for bullets in the butt, closed by a lid of polished and engraved stag’s-horn. The 
stock is enriched with social and amatory scenes, introducing figures in a small cart drawn 
by a jester, and other subjects in engraved and polished stag’s-horn. The barrel is 30^ in. 
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long, partly octagonal in section, the surface watered, inlaid at the breech with a design 
in silver, and a stamped and gilded gunsmith’s mark. Large and complete wheel-lock of 
simple German fashion, with the wheel on the exterior of the plate, also the safety-catch. 
The pyrites holder is chiselled in the form of a monster’s head. 


13—A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Spanish workmanship , dated 1813. 

This fowling-piece belonged to Joseph Bonaparte, and was taken after the battle 
of Vittoria. It was bought at the sale of the effects of His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York. 

The stock is of pear-wood and of an earlier form than might be expected, considering 
its date of manufacture. It has a trigger-guard and other mounts of silver, deeply 
engraved with conventional leafage. The barrel is 33^ in. long, partly octagonal ; the 
junction of the two forms being chiselled with acanthus leaves, its entire surface blued, and 
partly overlaid with gold, stamped with the gunsmith’s mark. It bears the word aldazabal, 
surmounted by a crown, also an imperial orb and the fleur-de-lys. Along the sight-line 
of the barrel runs the following inscription inlaid in gold : soi entor chado i fabricado 
en ceuta. The foresight is of silver ; the backsight, which is at the extremity of the breech, 
is steel, chiselled with scroll-work, and gilt. This same work is upon the half heel-plate. 
The lock is upon the snaphance principle, large in proportion, chiselled with scroll¬ 
work, and engraved with the maker’s name, the date, and the town of its manufacture : 

PED° ALDAZABAL . 181 3 . CEVTA. 


14-An Arbalest or Cross-bow. 

Probably German , last quarter of the 1 6th Century. 

This cross-bow was bought from Colonel Benningson in 1807 for the Royal 
Collection. 


It was made to shoot bolts or quarrels as they were variously called, the strong 
steel bow being bent by means of a wheel - and - ratchet lever. The stock is of 
mahogany, tapering somewhat towards the butt, where is added a cheek-plate, the 
end of which is carved with a spiral curl. The whole line of sight is overlaid with 
polished stag’s-horn, as is also the heel ; these are engraved at intervals with conventional 
groups of flowers and fruit. Upon the sides of the stock, inlaid in a like material, 
are combats of mermen and marine monsters, also griffins and other fanciful beasts ; 
these are bordered by narrow ribbons inlaid in ebony. The steel bow spans 22! 
inches ; it is bound to the stock in the centre by cord. It still retains the original 
trimmings in the form of eight tassels of variegated crimson and white silk. At 
the end is a steel loop for suspension. There is a large trigger-guard, the lock action 
for holding the gut-cord being controlled by a hair and ordinary trigger. r ^ . 

99 


o 2 
















Windsor Collection. 


315-An Air-gun, made to shoot pellets or darts. 

German workmanship, of the end of the 1 8//1 Century. 

Bought from Baron Lietzendorf in 1805 for the Royal Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, having in the ample butt the pump and bellows 
for the air discharge ; it is roughly carved with scroll-work and mounted with 
brass. In the butt, away from the cheek-plate, is the keyhole and stop for charging 
the air reservoir. The barrel is 313 in. long, of octagonal section, the surface 
blued, its bore fitted with a brass tube ; the foresight is of silver, the backsight of 
brass and adjustable. Along the line of sight runs the inscription, inlaid in silver : 
I OH. ANDRE, ku chen reiter. There is also a slight scroll-work ornamentation and a 
gunsmith’s mark, 1. a. k., with a horseman above, in a sunk oval shield. The inser¬ 
tion of the darts, etc. is effected by pressing forward a short steel lever below the 
ramrod socket, by which action a spring is released forcing the barrel upwards, and 
disclosing its breech opening. The discharge of the lock has been regulated by two 
triggers. The ramrod is missing. 


316— A Light Snaphance Fowling-piece. 

French workmanship, dated 1630. 

It is said this fowling-piece belonged formerly to Marshal Turenne. It was 
presented to the Royal Collection by Lord Fife in 1823. 

The stock, which is most delicately fashioned, is of walnut-wood, having a semicircular 
termination to the butt, parts of its outline being incrusted with small silver dots. On 
the reverse side of the stock to the lock is a circular silver plaque, inlaid flush to the 
surface of the wood, engraved with a crowned shield of arms. The barrel is 4if in. long, 
partly of octagonal section, engraved in three groups, with hounds, foliage, etc.; this has 
also been gilt, but both the gilding and engraving are almost entirely ground and 

cleaned away. The lock is upon the snaphance principle, but the steel of the lock has 

been unfortunately lost. The lock-plate, one extremity of which terminates in a lion’s 
mask-like form, is also engraved and gilt, having in the centre, in an oblong panel, the 
inscription : faict A turene, mdc . 30, and in Arabian numerals below, the date 1630, 
repeated. The trigger is shaped as a small grotesque figure, and the trigger-guard, 
which finishes in a spiral curl, is engraved with the figure of a stork. 

317— A “ Hirschfanger ” or Set of Hunting Implements. 

Swedish , late ijth Century. 

This set, or rather part of a set, of hunting implements was made for Charles XII., 

King of Sweden. It was presented to the Prince Regent by Baron Eben 

in 1808. 

The blade and hilt of this massive implement are in one, and of steel. The guard is 
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engraved with a monster, the single quillon forming its snout ; to one side is attached 
a shell. The pommel is solid and nearly cylindrical. To the solid tang on either side 
are attached plaques of ivory, inlaid with vandyked designs in silver wire, arranged in 
a series of minute circles, each filled with a red pigment ; the sides of the grip are inlaid 
with chequered ornaments, in brass and mother-o’-pearl. The blade is 16^ in. long, 
2^ in. wide at the hilt, 2§ in. wide at the point end, with a heavy back-edge chiselled with 
a continuous band of small hexagons placed side by side ; it is also grooved and inlaid with 
a series of stars in brass. There is an impressed bladesmith’s mark. The scabbard 
is of large proportions, intended to contain the various small knives, bodkins, etc., as in 
No. 319. In this example they are now missing. The scabbard is of oak, covered 
with black leather, with a deep steel ferrule and chape mount, pierced a jour with the 
reversed cipher C 3 , containing the Roman numeral xn., a crown above, and lions as 
supporters; the groundwork is occupied with acanthus foliage. This is repeated upon 
the ferrule mount. \See Plate 20. 


318—A Powder-flask. 

Probably Italian , early ijth Century, 

This powder-horn is from the Armoury of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem in 
the Palace at Valetta, Malta, and was sent to Windsor in 1879 by Sir J. C. Cowell. 

It is ox-horn, of naturally curved but flattened form. On one face is roughly engraved 
a representation of St. George and the Dragon. St. George is attired in a costume of the 
17th century. On the reverse side are engraved three concentric circles. The mounts are 
complete and of russeted iron ; on one side is a deep hook for attachment to a belt. 


319-A u Weidmesser ” or Forester’s Knife. 

German workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

This form of hunting implement was worn by the head Forest Keeper in Germany 
as a distinguishing mark of his office and profession. 

In this particular weapon, though of late date, the early form is retained. All the 
metal parts, with the exception of the blades, are of copper gilt. The pommel and 
quillon ends of the principal knife, also the pommels of the smaller implements, are 
shaped as eagles’ heads. To the principal instrument is also attached a shell guard 
projecting at right angles, cast and chased with the figure of a stag, above which is the 
seated figure of a man in the costume of circa 1810. The various grips are overlaid with 
panels of walrus ivory. The blade is 14-f in. long, back-edged, in, wide at the hilt, 
and 2f in. wide at the point end ; either surface is hollow ground. The scabbard is of wood, 
covered with green velvet, with mounts of copper, gilt, embossed and chased with trophies 
of dead game and a form of scroll-work ornament borrowed from the style of Louis XY. 
Much of this work is pierced, showing the green velvet beneath. At the back are two 
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loops through which the waist-belt passed. The scabbard contains three small knives, 
the blade of each 4.% in. long, a two-pronged fork, and a bodkin or pricker. 

[bee Plate 20. 

320—A “ Weidmesser ” or Forester’s Knife. 

Hanoverian workmanship , dated 1789. 

This is just such a weapon as last described, but somewhat different in formation. All 
the mounts are of silver, the pommel formed of an arch-shaped plaque, fitting the top of 
the grip. The quillons are long and straight, of square-shaped section, issuing from a drum¬ 
shaped central block ; below them is a cap that fits upon the top mount of the scabbard. 
The grip, which is of unusual length, has applied on either side plaques of natural buck- 
horn, attached by five ornamentally headed rivets. The main theme of the general 
decoration consists of lions’ masks chased in high relief, holding in their mouths branches 
of laurel foliage. The blade is 13 in. long and 2 ^ in. wide, back-edged and with a 
rounded end ; its surface is boldly etched and gilt upon a blued ground, which in places 
is faceted to show the burnished surface in reserve. Upon one side is the crowned 
standard of England under George III., the motto dieu et mon droit, also small 
hunting scene. Upon the reverse side is the monogram G. p. crowned, with a like 
hunting scene beneath. The scabbard, of wood, covered with tooled black leather, 
has ferrule and locket-mount of silver, engraved with twisted cords, and the pricked 
inscription anthon : rudolfF : kleine. schwerdtfeger zu hanover, 1789. At 
the back of the locket are two loops for suspension. The scabbard contains a knife, the 
blade of which is 4^ in. long, a two-pronged fork and a file. These have buck-horn 
handles with silver mounts. In the scabbard is also a partition for a spoon, but that 
is now missing. \See Plate 20. 

321 —A Powder-flask. 

Probably Italian , early ijth Century. 

This powder-horn is from the Armoury of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem 
in the Palace, Valetta, Malta, and was sent by Sir J. C. Cowell in 1879 to the 
Windsor Armoury. 

It is of ox-horn, naturally curved, but of flattened form ; on one face, engraved within a 
given border, is a composition of conventional flowers, in the centre of which is an annular 
panel containing a seeded rose ; on the reverse side are engraved three concentric circles, also 
branded the initials d. i. t. r. The mounts are complete and of russeted iron. On one 
side is a deep hook for attachment to a belt. 

3 2 2—A Powder-flask. 

German -workmanship , middle of the 19 th Century. 

It is of natural buck-horn, carved in low relief on one face with a trophy of dead 
game, a shield and hunting implements. The mounts are of white metal. 
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124 A HUNTING SWORD HANOVARI AN EARLY 19™ CENTURY N? 317 A ‘HIRS HFANGE R* SWEDISH LATE 17™ CENTURY. 
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132 A HUNTING SWORD ENGLISH LATE 17T. H CENTURY. N? 320 A'WEIDMESSER HANOVARIAN DATED 1789 

173 A HUNTING SWORD GERMAN EARLY 19™ CENTURY. N? 330 A POWDER FLASK ENGLISH EARLY 17™ CENTURY 

189 A HUNTING KNIFE GERMAN MIDDLE OF THE 18™ CENTURY. N? 350 A POWDER FLASK ENGLISH LATE 17™ CENTURY 
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23-A Combined Flint-lock Pistol and Axe. 

Italian workmanship , third quarter of the 1 jth Century. 

It was brought to the Windsor Armoury in 1837. 

This fanciful weapon can at its best but have been used in the manner of a 
commander’s baton, or as a staff of office, for as an arm it leaves much to be desired ; 
its use as a pistol is destroyed by the addition of the axe-head, and the necessarily 
straight stock, and its use as an axe is hampered by the lock, trigger and barrel. 

The stock, which is straight and in the form of a flattened cylinder, is fashioned of walnut- 
wood, inlaid with groups of scroll-work, grotesque animals and birds in engraved mother-o’- 
pearl and polished stag’s-horn. The barrel is 15^ in. long, engraved in three groups with 
various ornaments, gilt, upon a ground that is blued. The little axe-head fits over the end 
of the muzzle ; it is armed with a small curved blade engraved with birds, and on the 
reverse side a quatrefoil-shaped hammer-head. The ramrod, which was of steel, is missing. 
The lock, on the ordinary flint-and-steel principle, is engraved with tulips. 


24— A Powder-primer. 

Maltese work , early ijth Century. 

This powder-primer was brought from the Armoury of the Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem in the Palace, Valetta, Malta. Very many still exist there of this 
exact type. 

_ 

It is triangular in form, of wood covered with leather, and with mounts of brightened iron. 

25— A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

Proportioned for a boy. 

German (probably Nuremberg ) workmanship and fashion , first quarter of the ijth 
Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, gracefully fashioned in the butt, graduating to a heel-plate 
of extreme thinness. The whole surface is decorated with a design of strapwork, scrolls, 
masks, and various beasts, in engraved and polished stag’s-horn. At the ramrod socket is a 
horn-plate engraved with the figure of an Oriental. The barrel is 22J in. long, partly 
octagonal in section, stamped at the breech with the initials h. h. The foresight is of brass. 
The lock, apparently of Nuremberg manufacture, has the wheel on the exterior of the 
plate ; over it is fastened a plate of brass tracery ; it has also the safety-catch. 

[See Plate 21. 


26—A Small-bore Wheel-lock Gun. 

South German , early 1 yth Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Sir George Wood in 1816. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, short in the butt, and almost entirely inlaid with spiral 
scrolls in thick brass wire, and at given intervals plates of brass, engraved with monsters, 
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heads of warriors, and fruit, the general outline of the stock being followed by a narrow 
inlaid band of polished stagVhorn. The barrel is 25^ in. long, partly octagonal in section, 
chiselled with a frieze of acanthus leaves at the breech and at the junction of the two 
sections. At the breech is also the gunsmith’s stamp, a heart crossed by arrows, and the 
initials n. k. The lock-plate is large in proportion, having the wheel on the exterior of the 
plate, and the customary safety-spring catch. [See Plate 21. 

327—A Double-barrelled Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German , dated 1588. 

This rifle was no doubt made for one of the Electors of Saxony, whose arms are 

etched upon the heel-plate of the butt. It was purchased from Colonel 

Benningson in 1807, for the Royal Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, having in the butt a receptacle for four charges ; this is 

closed by the iron heel-plate which can be opened by a hinge. There is also a receptacle 

for the iron pyrites; this is closed by a sliding lid. The whole stock is decorated with inlays 
of polished stag’s-horn, in the form of monsters, paterae, friezes, and escutcheons, one on 
the butt containing the monogram h. f. The two barrels, each 32^ in. long, are placed 
one above the other; they are partly octagonal in section, the top one grooved along 
the line of sight, and stamped with the date 1588 ; both are finely rifled. The sights 
are of engraved brass ; between them is fastened a hollow steel ramrod. The lock-plate 
is 11^ in. long, with a double wheel-lock feed, one wheel placed slightly above the 
other, the upper one having a plate of brass covering it, pierced with strapwork. Both 
the pyrites holders work upon the same pivot, necessitating one stem being longer than 
the other; the long stem, holding the pyrites for discharging the upper barrel, is 
chiselled with chevron bands. The shorter pyrites holder, which discharges the lower 
barrel, still holds its original pyrites. The various rivets of the lock have soldered upon 
them lions’ masks in chased brass. There is a large and simple trigger-guard. 

[See Plate 19. 

3 2 8—A Powder-flask. 

German , early 1 jth Century. 

Presented to the Carlton House Armoury by Mr. Blake in 1809. 

The flask is of ivory, of turned annular form, with a hollow centre ; the mounts are 
of brightened iron. There are four loops for suspension. 

329-A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German , first years of the 1 yth Century, 

This fine arquebus, which was bought from Mr. Colnaghi in 1816 for the 
Royal Collection, is, both as regards form and decoration, a typically 
characteristic firearm of the last years of the 16th century. It is certainly 
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one of the finest examples in the Windsor Armoury, for its workmanship is good, 
and its condition all that could be desired. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, having in the butt a receptacle, closed by a sliding lid. 
The whole is elaborately inlaid with groups of subjects representing huntsmen, 
stags, hounds, foliage, and scroll ornaments, in engraved and polished stag’s-horn and 
mother-o’-pearl. The barrel is 27^ in. long, of octagonal section, widening somewhat 
at the muzzle, engraved and gilt in three groups upon a brilliantly-blued ground. The 
lock-plate has the wheel on the exterior ; it is engraved with birds. Many of its details, 
also the trigger and trigger-guard, are blued or gilt. [ See Plate 19. 

330- A Powder-flask. 

Possibly of English workmanship , first quarter of the I Jth Century. 

This flask was bought from Colonel Benningson in 1806 for the Carlton House 
Armoury. 

The flask itself is of ebony, in two parts, shaped like a flattened, curved horn ; on 
one face, carved in relief, is the figure of a halberdier, in the costume of circa 1610, 
holding in his right hand a spear ; on the reverse side is scroll-work. The mounts are 
of steel, etched with a continuous band of hounds and scrolls; Saxon in its execution, 
but presenting the English symbol of St. George and the Dragon upon the heel-plate. 
The nozzle is of square section. [See Plate 20. 

331- A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

Proportioned for a boy. 

German ( Nuremberg ) workmanship , first quarter of the I jth Century. 

Except for a slight difference in the formation of the stock, this small arquebus 
follows line for line the shape and decoration of the arquebus No. 325, and is without 
doubt by the same hand. Here, however, we have direct evidence of its Nuremberg 
manufacture, for upon the barrel is stamped the Guild mark of that town ; also, as in 
No. 325, the gunsmith’s mark, a rampant lion between the letters h. h., appears. At 
the ramrod socket is a plaque of horn engraved with the figure of a man clothed in 
the fashion of circa 1610. The barrel is 22^ in. long. [See Plate 21. 

332- A Large-bore Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

German workmanship , dated 1624. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Sir George Wood in 1816. 

The stock of walnut-wood, stained dark; in the butt is a receptacle closed with 
a sliding lid. The whole is somewhat coarsely inlaid with animals and rosettes in 
engraved and polished stag’s-horn. The barrel is 34^ in. long and of octagonal section, 
stamped with scroll-work and the date 1624; the foresight of brass, the backsight 
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missing ; it is also grooved along the line of sight. The wheel-lock action is simply 
constructed, having the wheel on the exterior of the plate, encased in engraved brass ; 
the stud that regulates the cover of the flash-pan is also of brass, and formed as a 
bird. There is a hair and an ordinary trigger, 

3 3 3“A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

South German, third quarter of the ijth Century , the barrel probably added late in 
the \%th Century. 

This rifle was bought from Colonel Eenningson in 1807 for the Royal 
Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with the usual receptacle in the butt, closed by a 
sliding lid, for the pyrites or bullets. The whole is coarsely inlaid with stag’s-horn, 
polished and engraved with hunting subjects. The barrel is 32^ in. long, bearing a 
proof-mark. It has also an adjustable backsight. The lock-plate and pyrites holder 
are coarsely engraved with various game and game-dogs, scroll-work and flowers. The 
wheel is in the interior of the lock. 

334 Sc 342—A Pair of Wheel-lock Pistols. 

Italian ( Brescian ) workmanship , middle of the I jth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, almost straight in their formation, and finishing 
in flat pommels of oval section. The pommel plates, the ramrod sockets, and also the 
trigger-guards, are steel, pieced with scroll-work of almost lacelike fineness, and inlaid 
flush with the surface of the stocks. The barrels are 9^ in. long, with eight longi¬ 
tudinal ridges running their entire length, stamped at the breech with the name of the 
well-known maker lazar(ino) cominaz(zo). The lock-plates are plain, having the 
wheel on the exterior. The pyrites holders are of baluster form. 

335-A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship. The stock is of an early 18 th Century form, although the 
barrel and lock appear to be of late ijth Century fashion . This leads to the belief 
that the rife has been restocked. 

This rifle belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with leafage, having in the butt a receptacle 
for bullets, etc. The heel-plate is of iron, the ramrod and nozzle end capped with 
polished stag’s-horn. The barrel is 29! in. long, of octagonal section, with a brass 
foresight; the backsight is missing ; the breech is stamped with a gunsmith’s mark. 
Ordinary wheel-lock, with the wheel in the interior of the plate, discharged by a 
double trigger. 
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336-A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

North Italian workmanships dated 1596. 

Presented to the Royal Collection in 1816 by Sir George Wood. This 
arquebus appears to have belonged to Rainuce Farnese, 4th Duke of Parma 
and Placentia, etc., and first of the former name, whose arms it bears. It is 
dated 1596, and although somewhat incomplete remains to-day one of the 
finest examples of portable firearms that have been handed down to us. 
The quality of the steel chiselling is here shown in the highest stage of 
perfection. 

The stock is of dark walnut-wood, gracefully formed in the butt, the heel-plate 
now unfortunately missing. The stock of this splendid arquebus is decorated with 
engraved and polished iron tracery, utilised in the following manner. Generally about 
the whole butt there is a continuous acanthus-leaf scroll, among the leafage of which 
are amorini, chimeras, terminals and masks of dogs. On the sight-edge of the butt, 
standing upon a vase-shaped bracket, is the figure of Pomona, with the inscription 
below, floret. Upon the portion of the stock opposite the lock-plate is a ribbon 
arranged in a circle and supported by winged figures, inscribed and dated, splendorem 
poscit ab usu : 1596 (It acquires splendour by use), whilst above this is a smaller 

ribbon held by a Cupid bearing the inscription ran . far . dux . mi. In the circular panel 
thus formed is the crowned shield of arms of Rainutius Farnese, 4th Duke of Parma and 
Placentia. At intervals down the stock beneath the barrels, between groups of scroll¬ 
work, is seen the unicorn, one of the badges of the House of Farnese. The three 
bands that cross longitudinally the ramrod, at its base, in the centre and at the top, 
are decorated in the following manner —at the base, two hippocampi ; in the centre, 
Jupiter represented by an eagle, seated upon the fulmen, beneath which is a crossed 

branch of olive and palm ; and at the top, two military trophies, having between 
them the crossed keys of St. Peter, and the standard of the Holy Roman Empire. 
Throughout the stock, in the decoration, appears the Jfeur-de-lys jleure of Florence. 
The barrel is 40^ in. long, partly octagonal in section and without decoration. 

Ordinary wheel-lock, but most richly chiselled. It has the wheel on the exterior of 

the plate ; this is in a setting of chiselled acanthus leaves. The plate itself is almost 
entirely deeply engraved with griffins, unicorns, cornucopias, and scroll-work. The pyrites 

holder is chiselled as the head of a scaly monster. The ramrod cap is of steel, 

pierced a jour in the centre with a small temple, between the hollow arches of 
which are minute vases surmounted by a jleur-de-lys ; above there is a fluted vase¬ 
shaped form. The trigger and trigger-guard are unfortunately lost. 

Rainuce I. was the son and successor of the celebrated Alexander, Duke of Parma, 
who was appointed Governor of the Low Countries by Philip II. at the period of the 
menaced invasion of England in 1588 by the Spanish Armada, and who, according to 

the plan of conquest which had been prepared, was to have passed over into England 
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with all his troops to complete the success of that enterprise, upon the promised result 
of which the enemies of England reposed all their hopes. 

Alexander, called by Hume “the most consummate General of the age,” commanded 
the Army of the League against Henry IV. of France, during which wars Rainuce 
served under his orders with a reputation worthy the son of such a father. His 
gallantry and conduct on one occasion drew from Henry IV. the remark that “ there 
were certainly two Alexanders.” On being wounded before Caudebec in 1592, of which 
wound he soon afterwards died, Alexander committed to his son the command of the 
Spanish troops of the League. In 1606 Rainuce commanded the army of the Pope 
against the Venetians. He was Standard Bearer of the Holy Roman Empire and a Knight 
of the Order of the Golden Fleece. He died in 1622. On the death of Henry, King 
of Portugal, in 1580, Rainuce laid claim to the succession of that crown in right of his 
mother, Maria, daughter of Edward, Prince of Portugal, but resigned in favour of 
Philip II. of Spain. The arms of Portugal, borne on an escutcheon of pretence, appear 
upon the shield, with those of Rainuce engraved on the arquebus. When John, Duke 
of Braganza, was called to the throne of Portugal in 1640, the descendants of the above 
Edward were declared to have the next right of succession. [See Plate 21. 


337—A Burnished Steel Key. 

English workmanship , about 1690. 

The bow is formed of the reversed cipher w. R., crowned, with a design of scroll-work 
forming a border. The barrel is hollow, fluted and deeply engraved. Simple engraved 
ward. 


3 3 8—A Wheel-lock Pistol. 

German workmanship, about 1590, probably made for Henry Julius , 7 th Duke of 
Brunswick and Luneburg, as the same monogram that is etched upon the barrel 
oj this pistol appears on a partisan in the Musee d’Artillerie at Paris , which like¬ 
wise bears the arms of this Duke. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Sir George Wood in 1816. 

The foundation of the stock of this pistol is of walnut-wood, but it is entirely over¬ 
laid with plates of brass. In the pommel is a hollow receptacle, closed by a hinged 
cover. All the brass plates are decorated with somewhat rough though effective embossing 
and chasing of scroll-work, cherubs, masks, swags of fruit and flowers, and figures of 
Mars, classically attired. On the side opposite the lock is a circular ribbon, supported by 
flying amorini, inscribed : aliis in serviendo consvmo. 

The grip of the pommel is scale pattern. The barrel is 1 z\ in. long and partly octagonal, 
entirely etched with a design of Saxon scroll-work, introducing the emblematical female 
figure of Fortune and a crowned cipher. Ordinary flint-lock of large proportions, with 
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the safety-catch and strong wheel beneath a dome-shaped cover, etched with a double¬ 
headed eagle upon a ground of strap-work. 


339—A Burnished Steel Key. 

English workmanship, third quarter of the \jth Century. 

The bow is most elaborately chiselled with the reverse cipher of c. R. 2 (Charles II.), 
crowned and framed with scroll-work. The barrel is built up of a series of various 
mouldings, some drilled a jour. At the junction of the ward it has longitudinal piercings 
filled with beading ; the ward is engraved. 


340 & 345-A Pair of Wheel-lock Four-barrelled Pistols. 

The locks are in the fashion of the early part of the ijth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with elongated, fluted pommels. The barrels are io£ in. 
long, of square-shaped section, actually formed of four smaller rectangular barrels brazed 
one to the other, and bound together at the muzzle with an applied moulding. Ordinary 
wheel-locks, with the wheels on the exterior of the plates. There is a curious and 
suspicious evidence against the genuine antiquity of these pistols, although the barrels 
have every appearance of age, there being but one barrel united to the flash-pan of 
the lock. The other three barrels are apparently useless, for their charges would not 
be affected by the discharge in the flash-pan. 


341-A Steel Key. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

There are no variations in form from the key of to-day, save that its surface is engraved 
with leafage, the letters G. R. surmounted by a crown, and the inscription “ the king’s 
key.” This would have referred to King George III. 


342- S^ No. 334. 

343— A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably German workmanship , first half of the 1 jth Century. 

The stock, which is of walnut-wood, is of the customary 17th century form, with the 
receptacle in the butt for bullets. Like most sporting guns of this period it is decorated 
with inlays of hounds, stags, and strap-work in engraved and polished stag’s-horn. Upon 
the cover of the receptacle in the butt is engraved the figure of a bear. The barrel is 
49J in. long and of octagonal section, with a brass foresight and adjustable backsight. 
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Ordinary wheel-lock, with the wheel on the exterior of the plate ; the wheel is discharged 
with a double trigger. 


344-A Double Steel Key. 

English workmanship , second quarter of the 19 th Century. 

This is free from all ornamentation, but is interesting on account of the fact that it was one 
of the keys of the Private and State Apartments of Windsor Castle in the reigns of King 
George IV., King William IV., and Queen Victoria, down to the year 1884, when all the 
locks in the Castle were altered. 


345-S’ft? No. 340. 


346— A Double Key. 

English workmanship , 19 th Century. 

One ward is of steel, the other ward of copper gilt, the barrel decorated with Gothic 
ornaments and the rose, shamrock and thistle. Engraved with the letters w. r., and stamped 
with the name Windsor castle. It was a key of the State and Private Apartments from 
the time of William IV. until 1884, when all the locks in the Castle were altered, 

mm IWI WSBrn 11 

347- A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably of French workmanship. Dated 1606. 

This beautiful rifle was bought from Colonel Benningson in 1807 for the Royal 
Collection. 


The stock, which is fashioned of Italian walnut, is of the form in use at the end of 
the 16th century. It has the usual receptacle in the butt for bullets, closed with a 
sliding door. At one end of the cheek-plate of the stock is slight scroll-work. The 

whole of the surface is finely and evenly inlaid with polished and engraved stag’s-horn 

and mother-o’-pearl, the main decoration being strap-work, caryatid figures, scrolls 
and dots, but introducing at intervals carefully drawn figures of foxes, wild boars, 
bears, elephants, winged horses, masks, and in a small rectangular panel below the 
backsight the monogram PF. The ramrod sheath is pierced with oval and circular 

apertures. At the ramrod socket was formerly a plaque engraved with an amatory scene; 

this is now missing. The heel-plate is of brass. The barrel is 41^- in. long, partly 
octagonal, but verging by degrees of flutes into a barrel of circular section ; it is 
punched with various slight ornamentation and the date 1606. At the extreme breech is 
a steel moulding, through which runs a sight line. The backsight is of engraved steel, the 
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foresight being part of the copper gilt moulding that encircles the nozzle of the barrel ; 
this is engraved with scroll-work. The construction of the barrel is curious, for it 
receives a double charge, one upon the other, acted upon by separate locks and touch- 
holes ; the same trigger serves for both locks. It is made to pull upon the hindermost 
lock by the aid of a pin, which when pressed down discharges the innermost, first. 
The lock-plate is 12-f in. long, having the wheels on the exterior, each encased in a 
copper gilt dome engraved with figures of winged terminals. There are also other 
enrichments of copper gilt applied to various portions of the lock. The shafts of the 
pyrites holders are of faceted baluster form at the base, flattening above, where their 
outline on one side is shaped as a winged dragon. [See Plate 19. 


348-A Master Key of Windsor Castle. 

English workmanship , late ijth Century. 

This is of burnished steel. The bow has in the centre a solid quatrefoil-shaped panel, 
with the monogram m. r. (mary ii.) applied on a gilt ground and encircled by a 
minute egg-and-tongue pattern border; outside, finely pierced, is a design of varied 
scroll-work, but shaped above as the Royal crown. The barrel is filed with chequered 
ornaments, and engraved with conventional leafage by the ward, which is pierced with 
rectangular designs. 


349—A Wheel-lock Pistol. 

Probably Italian , last quarter of the 1 6th Century. 

Here is represented one of the first stages of the pistol, with the large 
ball-balancing pommel, instituted in the middle of the 16th century. This 
pistol, though coarse generally in its workmanship, is fine in form. It has, 
unfortunately, considerably lost its polished horn inlay. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, inlaid with a series of spiral curls in engraved and 
polished stag’s-horn. The barrel, 1 if in. long, is partly octagonal, and swells somewhat 
toward the muzzle. The lock-plate has the wheel in the interior. It has the simple 
safety-catch. 


3 5 o-A Powder-flask. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 jth Century. 

This is circular and flat, fashioned of brass, and enriched with champleve enamel. It is 
formed of two brass rondels, joined back to back, with a copper ring between. These 
are cast, and afterwards roughly chased with a full-faced portrait of King Charles II., 
who is represented, crowned, and in the costume circa 1660, wearing round his neck the 
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“ lesser ” George of the Order of the Garter. This portrait is encircled with a slender 
wreath of laurels, outside which is a composition of conventionally arranged branches of 
rose, shamrock, and thistle. At the top are the initials c 2 R. The whole of the ground¬ 
work is filled in with opaque white, and two shades blue enamel ; turned nozzle at 
the top, 3^ in. in diameter. This little powder-flask is in itself of no great importance, 
but the coarse enamel introduced upon it by way of decoration is interesting, as showing 
a curious method of enrichment practised in the midlands of England during the last 
years of the 16th century, and for about ioo years after. The usual objects manufactured 
in this particular enamel-work were horse-trappings and domestic utensils, such as candle¬ 
sticks, andirons, etc. In most cases the cast cloisons of the brass were filled with opaque 
enamels, in white, black, blue or green. [See plate 20. 


351-A Match-lock Gun. 

Probably French , last quarter of the 1 6th Century. 

Bought from Colonel Benningson in 1807 for the Royal Collection. 

The stock, which is of chestnut-wood, is so shaped in the butt as to have an almost 
straight cheek-plate ; hollowed beneath to allow the fingers of the right hand to 
grasp it tightly. The whole surface of the stock is inlaid with various terminal monsters, 
groups of strapwork, fruit, and scrolls, and under the lock the emblematical female 
figure of Strength in engraved and polished stag’s-horn ; below the muzzle is applied 
a carved and polished horn ferrule. The barrel, 44^ in. long, is octagonal, with the 
covered flash-pan attached on one side. Either it has been entirely refiled and polished, 
or re-made in the 18th century, there being a blued steel backsight of that 
period attached. The lock is very simple in construction, having a narrow lock-plate, 
to which is secured the slender arm for holding the slow match. This is drawn 
back, a brass-headed button at the reverse end of the lock-plate pressed, shooting out 
a small bolt and against this the match-arm is then set ; a pull of the hair-trigger 
draws in the bolt, releasing the match-arm, which then falls directly upon the 
flash-pan. [See Plate 19 . 


3 5 2-A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Spanish , dated 1790. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a heel-plate, trigger-guard, thumb-plate, and barrel 
rings of silver, chased with busts, scroll-work, and flowers in the manner of the French 
Louis XV., and bearing the hall-mark for 1790. The barrel is 37 in. long, partly 
octagonal, the junction of the two forms chiselled with a leaf-pattern frieze. Inlaid 
in gold are the words Barcelona, ano 1790 ; also stamped with a gunsmith’s mark. 
Large snaphance lock ; engraved upon the lock-plate jph . dop . ripoll. 
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353—A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

Probably German , early ijth Century . 

Bought from Colonel Benningson in 1807 for the Royal Collection. 

The stock, of usual 17th century form, has a receptacle with sliding top for bullets ; 
it is of dark wood, the surface stamped to represent natural buck-horn, and in places 
inlaid with rosettes in engraved and polished stag’s-horn. The barrel is in. long, 
with steel sights. Simple wheel-lock, with the wheel embedded in the lock-plate, 
covered by an engraved copper-gilt dome. The plate is stamped with a gunsmith’s 
mark—a bear in a shield. 


3 54-A Wheel-lock Arquebus. 

German jashion, dated on the barrel 1588. 

Bought from Colonel Benningson in 1807 for the Royal Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for bullets, etc. It is 
enriched with monsters, borderings and other ornaments inlaid in engraved and polished 
stag’s-horn. The barrel is 32! in. long, partly octagonal ; chiselled at the junction of 
the two sections with a bold zig-zag design, and grooved along the line of sight; 
the sights are of brass. The barrel is stamped with ornaments, a gunsmith’s mark 
twice repeated, the letters l. d., and the date 1588. It widens slightly towards the 
muzzle. The lock is fine and complete, having the wheel embedded in the plate, 
protected by a steel dome. There is the usual safety-catch. 


355—A Match-lock Wall-Gun. 

Probably English workmanship , dated 1620. 

This gun was bought from Mr. Bullock in 1816 for the Royal Collection. 

The stock, which is of walnut-wood, has at some time or another been painted black. 
Immediately below the lock is a rectangular projection by which this otherwise unwieldy 
gun was rested upon the ramparts or some other base ; here it is carved with a characteristic 
English strap ornament, the sides finishing in the outline of acanthus leaves and a terminal 
winged bust. Into the heel has been screwed an iron ring ; this is however a later 
addition. The barrel is 46f in. long, curiously though gracefully fashioned at the 
breech, where it is of flattened oval section and fluted, and where is attached the 
rectangular powder-pan, with its hinged cover. The barrel at the muzzle suddenly 
widens to a lily-like finial, as seen on Persian and Indian barrels ; it is doubly stamped 
with a key. There is a peepsight at the back, upon the case of which is the date 
1620. The match-lock works upon exactly the same principle as the lock upon 
No. 351. The arm for holding the match finishes in a spiral curl. 
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356 & 363-A Pair of Snaphance-lock Pistols. 

Spanish fashion and workmanship , dated 1693. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, widening to oval pommels, their whole surfaces inlaid 
flush with the surface with polished steel tracery, introducing roughly drawn scroll-work, 
birds, etc. The barrels are 10 in. long, partly octagonal, wholly decorated with a 
design similar to the stock enrichment ; chiselled in low relief. Ordinary snaphance 
locks, with blued steel springs engraved with the name armangur, and upon the flash-pans 
the date 1693. 


357 & 358”A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols, 

Italian (Brescian) workmanships late ijth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, and show a popular form of enrichment used in the 
latter part of the 17th century, steel lace-work of birds, scrolls, etc., inlaid flush with the 
surface of the wood, and further decorated with steel pommel caps, trigger-guards, ramrod 
tubes, etc., chiselled and pierced in a like manner. The barrels are \i\ in. long, partly 
fluted and partly decorated with chevron bands and small friezes of leafage; they bear 
the name of the celebrated maker, lazarino . cominazzo ; their surfaces blued. The 
flint-locks are on the ordinary principle, having their plates etched with the name fran- 
cesco gar at. [See Plate 22. 


359 & 360—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanships last years of the 1 jth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-root, gracefully formed, and carved in low relief with various 
scroll-work. The pommel caps, thumb-plates, and trigger-guards are of steel finely chiselled 
in low relief with grotesque masks, figures in classic attire, amorini and scroll-work. 
The whole in a Franco-Italian school of design. Some of the details of the ornaments 
have been blued, but this is probably the work of later times. The barrels are 13^ in. 
long, having a partly grooved line of sight, chiselled with a like design to the stock 
mounts, but introducing towards the end of the muzzle the name of the maker, 
glasonder, a utrecht. Ordinary flint-locks, the name of the maker again repeated upon 
the lock-plates. [&■<? Plate 22. 


361 & 362~A Pair of Wheel-lock Pistols. 

Probably Flemish, second quarter of the \yth Century. 

These pistols, possibly the most attractive in the Collection from their graceful 
outline, fine preservation, and refinement of ornament, have stocks fashioned of 
walnut-wood, finishing in flattened hexagonal pommels, to which are applied caps of 
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copper gilt, cast and chased with grotesque masks. The trigger-guards are decorated 
with chevron bands, and portions of the stocks have inlaid fleur-de-lys-like forms in 
brass. The barrels are 13-f in. long, of copper gilt, and hexagonal in section, engraved 
at the breech and muzzle with leafage. Ordinary wheel-locks, with copper gilt lock- 
plates, having the steel wheels on the exterior of the plates. Some of the steel portions 
of the locks are blued. [See Plate 22. 

363 —See No. 356. 

[See Plate 22. 

3 64--A Flint-lock Arquebus. 

English workmanship , dated 1619. 

This large arquebus has an additional interest, for beyond its general good outline 
it has been converted from a wheel-lock to a flint-lock, probably in the time of Charles II., 
the same lock-plate being used, but altered according to the necessary wants. The 
stock is of walnut-wood, coarsely but effectively inlaid with scroll-work, oblong panels, 
etc., in engraved and polished stag’s-horn and mother-o’-pearl. Amongst other ornaments 
are noticeable the Tudor rose, a shield of arms, and a shield engraved with the 
monogram j. R. and the date, anno 1619. Branded upon the stock by the trigger- 
guard are the letters c. R. surmounted by a crown. The heel-plate is of steel. The 
barrel is 42 in. long, partly octagonal, and bell-shaped at the muzzle ; its surface 
browned. Ordinary flint-lock, but of large and massive proportions. 


365 & 366-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

The barrels are Spanish , and bear the date 1725. The locks and mounting are English, 
and of the end of the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, simply mounted with brass ; applied to the pommel 
are grotesque masks. The barrels are 13! in. long,partly octagonal, the whole surfaces 
matted, blued, and at the breeches showing the rough hammer marks. Inlaid in gold 
on each is the name and date: esquibel en Madrid, ano de 1725, also gunsmith’s 
mark. Ordinary flint-locks, partly of blued steel. 

367 & 368—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French (Parts) workmanship , late 18 th or early 19 th Century. 

These pistols were presented in 1809 to the Royal Collection by Col. George 
Leigh. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, strongly curved in the butts, having oval pommel- 
caps of silver, in the centre of which, cast and chased in relief, are aureated 
heads of Jupiter. The other mounts of the stock are of steel. The barrels are io£ 
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in. long, partly octagonal and partly polygonal ; finely rifled. The surfaces of each 
blued and engraved with the name boutet, directeur artiste, manufacture A 
Versailles. There are gilt bands at the extreme breeches, also grooved backsights. 
These pistols belonged to the French General Le Fabre, a relative of the Field Marshal 
of that name. He was taken prisoner on the Bridge of Beneventi, December 29th, 1808, 
by Levy Grisdale, a private in Captain Goddard’s Troop of the 10th Light Dragoons, during 
an action with a regiment of light cavalry, the advanced post of Bonaparte’s army. Some 
prisoners were made, among whom was the above General. The French army was 
commanded by Bonaparte in person, the English army by General Moore. The latter was 
afterwards killed by a cannon-shot while defending the Spanish cause and the honour of his 
country at the Battle of Corunna, Jan. 16th, 1809. 

369 & 370-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late. 18 th Century. 

These pistols were bought from Wogdon for the Royal Collection. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved at the breeches in low relief with sprays of 
roses ; inlaid in gold as thumb-plates are the Prince of Wales’ feathers. In the backs 
of the stocks are slots into which could be fastened adjustable butts. The pommel- 
caps, trigger-guards, and other mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark 
for the year 1788 and the maker’s mark M. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). Upon the 
pommels are cast and chased in relief representations of equestrian combats. The barrels 
are 10^ in. long, octagonal, rifled and blued. Each is engraved and gilt at the breech 
with the Royal arms, and the name of the maker, d. egg, London. At the muzzle 
is a gilt foresight and a festoon of laurel. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved, blued and 
gilt, also bearing the name egg. 


371 & 372—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

The barrels are Italian , late ijth Century. The stock , lock, and mounts are English, 
middle op the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, the trigger-guards carved from the same piece of 
wood. Silver pommel-caps. The barrels are 9J in. long, partly fluted and inscribed 
lazarino cominazo ; the foresights are of silver. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with 
a stag and hounds. The stocks are much worn, and stamped with the name hickman. 

373—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

The barrel is probably Italian, late lyth or early 18/// Century. The stock and mounts 
are English, some forty years later. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a heel-plate, trigger-guard, and lock-mount of 
silver, the latter shaped and chased as a griffin ; the heel-plate chased and engraved 
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with one of Chippendale’s Chinese ornaments. The thumb-plate also of silver, and 
fashioned as the crest of the Duke of York. The barrel is 40 in. long, partly 
octagonal, its surface fluted, stamped, and gilt with several gunsmiths’ marks ; silver fore¬ 
sight. Simple flint-lock, engraved with the name willmore. 

374—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , first half of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge, Windsor, in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with mounts of steel engraved with scroll-work and 
military trophies. The barrel is 40 in. long, partly octagonal, its surface watered in the 
Eastern fashion, and inlaid at the breech with a figure of Mars under a Berainesque 
canopy ; silver foresight. Simple flint-lock, engraved with the name barbar. 


3 75—A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Italian , early 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, fluted in the butt, with mounts of brass, pierced with 
scroll-work. The barrel is 49 in. long, partly octagonal and partly polygonal, stamped 
with the inscription : maffio pistoja. Simple snaphance-lock, engraved with scroll-work 
and inscribed inside g. cei. 

376—A Powder-horn. 

American , late 18M Century. 

This is of natural cow’s-horn, polished and engraved with a map of North America, 
showing the principal rivers, lakes, and towns ; at the base are engraved and stained the 
Royal arms of Great Britain. Attached to it is a belt of red and black cotton, sewn 
with white beads. This is of North American Indian work. 


377--A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German y third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in places with scroll foliage ; in the butt is a 
receptacle, with sliding cover, for bullets. The heel-plate, trigger-guard, and other 
mounts are of brass, engraved with hunting subjects and the figure of Minerva. The 
thumb-plate fashioned as a crowned shield of arms. The barrel is 46-f in. long, octagonal 
in section, and with a foresight of silver. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved upon the lock- 
plate with the name of the maker : a. huhnstock. 
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378—A Snaphance-lock Fowling-piece. 

Portuguese , dated 1787. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, slightly carved with scrolls in low relief. The heel-plate, 
trigger-guard, and other mounts are of steel. Engraved upon the trigger-guard is the 
crowned shield of arms of Joseph of Braganza, King of Portugal. The barrel is 37 in. 
long, partly octagonal, the junction of the two sections fluted and chiselled with scroll¬ 
work. At the breech it is enriched with scroll and floral ornaments engraved and gilt ; 
the inscription and date, arcenal real do exercito, 1787 (this seems to have been 
added); it is also stamped with gunsmiths’ marks ; these are gilt. The backsight is 
elaborately chiselled with scrolls upon a gilt ground. Massive lock upon the snaphance 
principle; chiselled, engraved, and gilt with scrolls. Engraved upon the cover of the 
pan is the name of the maker: ioaqvim Antonio das* : lisboa, 1787. 


379 & 380-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German , late 18 th Century. 

These pistols were bought from Baron Leitzendorf in 1805 for the Royal 
Collection; they then had wooden shoulder-rests. These are now missing. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, slightly decorated with carved scroll-work ; the mounts 
of plain polished steel. The barrels, 9-f- in. long, are octagonal and blued, inlaid with 
scroll-work and the name j. christoph . kuchenreuter, in silver. Adjustable backsights 
and foresights of brass. Ordinary flint-locks, also inscribed joh. christoph. kuchenreuter. 
The pistols are numbered 1 and 2. 


381 & 382—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

The barrels are of French (Paris) ‘workmanships early 1 %th Century. The stocks and 

locks are English, late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, simply carved with cockle-shell ornaments ; the 
mounts of engraved steel. The barrels are 13^ in. long, partly octagonal, partly 
polygonal and partly circular in section, the surfaces blued and inlaid with ornaments in 
gold. Each has a flattened line of sight, inlaid with the name of the maker : chasteau, 
a Paris. Silver foresights. Ordinary flint-locks, engraved with the name of the maker : 

TOW. 


383 & 384-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th or early 1 g//i Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-w'ood, the grips carved with cross-hatching and inlaid with 
silver thumb-plates. Blued steel mounts. The barrels are 9 in. long, russeted and 
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engraved with the address of the maker : no. 55, charing cross, London. Ordinary flint¬ 
locks, with safety-catches, the lock-plates inscribed with the name of the maker: s. brunn. 


385 & 386-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th or early 19 th Century. 

Bought from the maker for the Royal Collection. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, inlaid in gold with the Prince of Wales’ feathers 
to form the thumb-plate. The mounts of silver, engraved with classic friezes and 
trophies. The barrels are 8£ in. long, their surfaces watered and inlaid in gold with 
the name of the maker : d. egg, London. Ordinary flint-locks, blued, engraved and 
gilt, also bearing the name of egg. 


387 & 388-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III, and were taken in 1822 to 
Carlton House from Augusta Lodge, Windsor. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with mounts of copper gilt, cast and chased with 
lions’ masks, trophies. Garter stars, etc. Gold thumb-plates, engraved with the crown. 
The barrels are 10 in. long, browned, each with a flattened line of sight bearing the 
maker’s name inlaid in gold : d. egg, London. Flint-locks with safety-catches, engraved 
with trophies, and the inscription egg’s patent. 

389 Sc 390—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken in 1822 to Carlton 
House from Augusta Lodge, Windsor. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with shell-work, and with large pommels 
and trigger-guards, all of brass, cast and chased with masks and other ornaments. The 
barrels are 8 in. long and of gun-metal, each engraved in a compartment with the name 
davis, London. Ordinary flint-locks, with brass lock-plates. Inscribed in a scroll-shaped 
shield t. davis. 

391-An Axe and Flint-lock Pistol combined. 

English workmanships late 1 jth or early 18 th Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with straight butt of oval section, finishing in a 
hexagonal pommel of brass, into which a ramrod screws; the trigger-guard and 
lock-mount are also of brass. The barrel is 9 | in. long and of octagonal section, with 
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slightly moulded muzzle, below which the axe-head is screwed on, the blade having a 
semi-circular cutting edge ; this is stamped with an armourer’s mark—a double p. 
Ordinary flint-lock, with John hosey inscribed upon the lock-plate. 


392—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanships third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with heel-plate and other mounts of silver ; the 
thumb-plate fashioned as the crest of the Duke of York. The whole of the mounting 
chased with a form of Louis XV. scroll-work. The barrel is 41^ in- long, partly 
octagonal, its surface blued, stamped and gilt with the gunsmith’s marks, and inlaid with 
a cross, etc., in gold and silver; silver foresight. Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed willmore. 


393—A Heavy Wheel-lock Rifle. 

Probably German workmanships dated upon the barrel 1699, and upon the lock 1683. 

This gun was bought from Mr. Bullock for the Royal Collection in 1816. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved on the butt with leafage ; upon the breech is a 
trophy of arms, and by the ramrod socket a classic moulding. The heel-plate is of horn, 
as is also the tip of the muzzle stock. The barrel is 36^ in. long, extremely heavy, 
octagonal in section, and swelling somewhat towards the muzzle. About the centre is 
inlaid a ring in brass. Behind the backsight are two inlays of brass, one bearing the 
date 1699, the other inscribed hansierg fos. Ordinary wheel-lock, the wheel on the 
exterior of the plate, upon which is also engraved the initals e. f. m. 1683. 


394 & 395—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Hanoverian workmanship, third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III. t and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, tastefully carved with leafage, the mounts of plain 
silver, with moulded outlines and piercings. The barrels are 9^ in. long, octagonal in 
section, and inscribed a hannover. Attached by a swivel to the ends of the muzzles are 
the steel ramrods. Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches, inscribed, below the spring of 
the pan-cover, hvhnstock. 
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CASE G. 


396—A Flint-lock Musket. 

The barrel is probably Flemish work , of the middle of the ijth Century. The stock , &c., 
are English, late 18 th Century. 

The stock is somewhat roughly fashioned of walnut-wood, with mounts of brass, cast 
with arabesque ornaments, but apparently taken from another gun ; heavy plain brass 
heel-plate and trigger-guard. The barrel is 35 in. long and fashioned of gun-metal, 
partly octagonal in section, engraved at the breech with a bifurcated terminal, a 
parrot beneath an arch, and various scroll-work. Ordinary flint-lock. 


397- A Gun-barrel. 

English workmanship , late 18//; Century. 

Placed in the Royal Collection in 1825. 

This is partly octagonal in section, the whole surface mottled and damascened, showing 
the annealing marks. It has been the barrel of a single-barrelled fowling-piece. There 
are the tubes for the ramrod. 32^ in. long. 

398- A Single-barrelled Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century . 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken to Carlton House from 
Augusta Lodge, Windsor, in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with heel-plate, trigger-guard, and other mounts of 
silver, chased with a form of Louis XIV. classic ornamentation, and figures of huntsmen 
with dead game. Upon the prettily designed thumb-plate the Royal arms are engraved. 
The barrel is 36^ in. long, its surface russeted, chiselled, and gilt, with an oblong panel 
at the breech, engraved with the name of the maker : john harman, London. The 
foresight is of silver. Ordinary flint-lock, also engraved with the name of the same 
maker. 


399—The companion Fowling-piece to No. 251. 
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400—A Four-barrelled Flint-lock Musket. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

This musket belonged to King George III. It was taken to Carlton House 
Armoury from Augusta Lodge, Windsor, in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with receptacle for a screw ramrod. Steel 
heel-plate, in which is the sliding opening of this receptacle. There is an oval 
thumb-plate, also of steel. The barrels are 22 in. long, circular in section, but springing 
from a rectangular breech-piece. To this piece are attached four separate “steels” and 
flash-pans, two above and two below, the barrel pivoting in the centre, the half turn 
being regulated by pressing in the trigger-guard. Double ordinary flint-lock, engraved 
with a ribbon bearing the name of the well-known maker, barbar. 


401-A Flint-lock Rifle. 


German (Saarbruck) workmanship of the middle of the 18 /// Century. 

This most curious rifle presents great difficulties of manufacture, for both the 
rifled bore and the exterior of the barrel are heart-shaped, preserving that 
form from muzzle to breech. Probably made by a gunsmith as a tour d'adresse , 
for as a weapon of precision it leaves much to be desired. It was undoubtedly 
a presentation arm made for the occasion of some Royal wedding. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, most gracefully fashioned, and carved with griffins and 
scroll-work in the manner of the Paris eboniste , St. Germain. It is also enriched with scroll¬ 
work and monsters inlaid with silver wire, flush to the surface of the stock. The heel¬ 
plate, trigger-guard, lock-plate, etc., are of burnished steel, chiselled with scroll-work, 
trophies, and festoons of roses in low relief, the groundwork being overlaid with gold and 
worked to a granulated surface. The barrel is 27 in. long, and, as already stated, of 
heart-shaped section with a heart-shaped bore. Its entire surface is blued, engraved at 
the breech and muzzle with scroll-work and trophies, and plated with gold ; it also 
bears the name of its maker: walster, A saarbruck. Usual flint-lock, but 
discharged by ordinary and hair-trigger. 


402—A Flint-lock Rifle. 




German workmanship , second quarter of the 18 /// Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for bullets, etc ; it is 
carved with monsters and scroll-work. All the mounts are of brass, cast and chased 
with compositions of strap and scroll-work, trophies, etc., in the French Louis XIV. 
manner. The thumb-plate is formed of an oval crowned shield, supported by amorini, 
charged with the monogram a. w. The barrel is 28 in. long and of octagonal section ; 
its surface blued, and along the line of sight deeply engraved with strapwork and 
Berainesque ornaments, also plated with silver. In the centre is introduced the name of 
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its maker: hausberger . A wolfenbuttel. Silver-gilt foresight and backsight. 
Ordinary flint-lock, but having the hammer attached within the lock-plate ; this latter is 
chiselled with a huntsman, hound, boar and stag in low relief, stamped also with the 
name of the same maker. 


403-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

Sent to the Windsor Armoury in 1837 by request of Sir Henry Wheatley. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, and in form represents the typical German rifle of the 
early part of the x 8 th century; in the butt is a receptacle, with sliding top, for bullets; 
the whole carved in low relief with shell and leaf work. All the mounts are of metal- 
gilt, chased with a form of Regence scroll-work, and introducing pastoral and hunting 
figures. There are two swivels for the suspension strap. The barrel is 30 in. long and 
octagonal, chiselled with shell and leaf work at the nozzle and breech, a portion of the 
groundwork being gilt. It is also inlaid with the name of its maker in silver : johann . 
Jacob . kuchenreuter. Silver foresight and adjustable backsight of blued steel : these, 
however, seem a more recent addition. Ordinary flint-lock, chiselled in low relief with 
hunting subjects. 


404—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

Sent to Windsor Castle in 1837. This, like the preceding, is a representative 
type of the German sporting rifle of the early part of the 18th century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for bullets ; the whole 
carved with scroll-work, etc. All the mounts are of metal-gilt, chased with pastoral 
scenes. The barrel is 28 in. long, octagonal in section, chiselled at the breech with a 
doe and stag, scroll-work, etc., upon a gold-plated ground. There is an adjustable back¬ 
sight of more recent date. The lock is of similar decoration, on the simple fhnt- 
and-steel principle. It is inscribed with the name of the maker : s, hauschra, and on 
the barrel A wolfenbuttel. 


405-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

Of French fashion but of German manufacture , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This beautiful rifle, together with the fowling-piece No. 423, was bought for 
the Royal Collection in 1817 from Mr. Reeves, No. 10, Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, possibly a little heavy in its general proportions, but 
magnificent in the quality of the workmanship. In the butt is a receptacle, with a 
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sliding cover, for bullets. The whole decoration of this rifle is influenced by the purest 
French Louis XV. taste, the stock being carved in low relief with scroll-work and inlaid 
with silver wire ; also most elaborately and fully mounted with heel-plate, trigger-guard 
and lock-mounts of steel, chiselled in low relief with frameworks of scrolls introducing 
hunting scenes and landscapes, the whole of the groundwork being thickly plated with 
gold worked to a granulated surface. In the centre of the scroll-shaped thumb-plate is 
a small ivory button, on which is carved a recumbent stag. The barrel is 27 in. long, 
of octagonal section, the top three faces being rounded ; at the breech and muzzle it is 
chiselled and gold plated like the remaining steel surfaces of the stock. On the right 
edge of the barrel is engraved the name of its maker : John . georg , weiss. Ordinary 
flint-lock, but of superlative quality of workmanship. 


406-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German ( Hanoverian ) workmanship, third quarter of the 18 th Century . 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work, and having in the butt a 
receptacle for bullets, etc. All the mounts are of silver, and decorated with that form 
of ornamentation known as “ cut card ” work. Upon the trigger-guard the Royal arms 
of England are engraved. The barrel is 34! in, long and of octagonal section, with a 
silver foresight and adjustable backsight. Engraved with the inscription a hannover. 
Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed a. huhnstock. 


40 7-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

Viennese workmanship, middle of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with a form of Louis XV. scroll-work ; in the 
butt is a receptacle for bullets. The trigger-guard is also of wood. All the mounts 
are of silver, chased with shell-work and scrolls. The thumb-plate is formed of a plain 
crowned shield. The barrel is 22 in. long, octagonal in section, its surface blued, with 
a silver foresight; also inlaid in silver upon it is the inscription, jos. fru. wirth. in wien. 
Ordinary flint-lock, engraved with scroll-work and bearing the same inscription. There 
are two loops for the suspension strap. 

408—A Wheel-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship, third quarter of the 17 th Century . It has been restocked . 

The stock is of walnut-wood, and of early 18th century form; in the butt is a 
receptacle for bullets. There are slight inlays of polished stag’s-horn ; the stock is also 
simply carved with scroll-work. The mounts are of plain steel. The barrel is 31 in. long, 
octagonal in section, with a foresight of brass. The wheel-lock is of the usual 
construction, with the wheel in the interior of the lock-plate. There is the ordinary 
trigger and an additional hair-trigger. 
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409—A Rifled Air-gun. 

English workmanship, early 1 qzh Century. 

The stock is of cone form and hollow, forming the chamber for the air; it is of 
iron covered with leather, and mounted with brass ; the lock is of gun-metal. The 
barrel is 22f in. long, octagonal in section, its surface blued ; alongside the barrel is a 
magazine for the bullets, their admittance into the barrel being regulated by a sliding 
breech-block. At the juncture of the lock and stock is a band inscribed standenmayne, 

LONDON. 


41 o—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This rifle is almost identical in construction and decoration with No. 406, with the 
exception that the mounts are of brass and not silver. The barrel is 3if in. long and 
octagonal in section. Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed a. huhnstock. 


411—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German { Wurzburg ) workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This rifle was presented to the Royal Collection by Colonel Hanger. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for bullets ; the mounts 
are of brass, engraved with a form of Louis XV. ornamentation. The barrel is 25f in. 
long, octagonal in section, with silver foresight and adjustable backsight. Ordinary flint¬ 
lock, inscribed Schleicher i ft., wurzburg. 


412-A Heavy Flint-lock Rifle. 

German , late 18 th Century. 

The stock is simply constructed of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for 
bullets. All the mounts are of steel, engraved with scrolls and leafage. The barrel is 
25 in. long, octagonal in section, with a foresight of brass. Ordinary flint-lock, with 
safety-catch. 


413-A Flint-lock Magazine Musket. 

Conjecturally the work of some French or Flemish gunsmith settled in Pondicherri. 
First half of the 1 %th Century. 

This gun belonged formerly to King George III., and was taken from Buckingham 
House in 1820 to the Carlton House Armoury. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a velvet cheek-pad, and a receptacle in the heel 
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for the cleaning apparatus. The heel-plate, trigger-guard and other mounts are of silver, 
cast and chased with trophies of arms, scroll-work, etc., in the Louis XV. style. The 
barrel is 35^ in. long, partly octagonal and partly circular in section, inlaid at the breech 
with scroll-work in gold and the name chalembrom ; beneath are placed the magazines 
for the powder and ball, the neck of the powder magazine being of copper gilt and 
chased as a grotesque head. The flint-lock is inscribed a pondichf.ry. The directions 
for working the ingenious magazine of this gun are as follows:—Pull the secondary trigger 
which is in front of the actual trigger-guard and turn the barrels to the left as far as 
they will go. The first quarter turn fills the breech with powder from the magazine 
under the barrel, through the central tube, and the following quarter-turn primes the 
touch-hole from a separate magazine and deposits a bullet from the short magazine into 
the breech. By reversing the movement of the barrels the magazines are closed and the 
gun is ready to fire. [See Plate 18. 


4„A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Spanish workmanship , dated 1753. 

This gun was presented to Lord St. Vincent by the Spanish Admiral Mazirido, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Spanish Fleet, In 1808 it was given by Lord 
St. Vincent to the Royal Collection at Carlton House. 

The stock is of burr walnut. All the mountings, inclusive of the lock, are of 
steel, brilliantly burnished and very finely chiselled in low relief, with trophies, classic 
masks, and acanthus leafage, the groundwork being gilt and worked to a granulated 

surface. The barrel is 39 in. long, partly octagonal in section and partly circular, the 

juncture of the two forms chiselled with a frieze of acanthus leaves. Its surface is 

blued, engraved and gilt with scroll-work and figures, also the name and date of the 
maker : joachin de zelaia, en Madrid, ano de 1753. The same inscription is to be 
seen on the chamfer of the lock-plate. The foresight is of gold, the backsight of 

chiselled steel. 


5—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French {Paris') workmanships middle of the 1 %th Century. 

The stock, which is detachable in the centre for facility in packing, is of walnut- 
wood, slightly carved with garlands of roses, mounted with burnished steel, chiselled 
with scroll-work and other characteristic Louis XV. ornamentation. The barrel is 21 in. 
long, partly circular, partly octagonal and partly polygonal in section, its surface blued 
and inlaid with trophies, urns, etc., in gold, also the name beifaud, a Paris. It is 
detachable from the stock by a spring catch after the manner of the modern fowling- 
piece, the catch being regulated by pressing in the trigger-guard. Ordinary flint-lock, 
engraved with the name of the same maker. 
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16— A Flint-lock Rifle. 

Probably German ’workmanship , dated 1744. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt for bullets, etc. The 
whole is carved in low relief with scroll-work and entirely mounted with brass, cast 
and chased with huntsmen in the costume of the period; also scroll-work and leafage in 
Louis XV. taste. The thumb-plate has been removed. The barrel is 34! in. long, 
octagonal in section, its entire surface watered, the annealing marks gilt upon a 

russeted ground, the foresight of brass. At the extreme breech is applied a leaf frieze 
in silver gilt, also scroll-work engraved and silvered. Ordinary flint-lock, engraved upon 
the bevel of the lock-plate, t^aa, 1744. 

17— A Flint-lock Small-bore Rifle. 

German { Herzberg ) workmanships middle of the 18 th Century, 

The stock is of walnut-wood, slightly carved with scroll-work. In the butt is a 

receptacle for bullets ; this still retains the original bullets, wads, and powder measure. 
The stock is entirely mounted with plain brass. The barrel is 23^ in. long, octagonal in 
section ; the sights are blued. Simple flint-lock, discharged with ordinary and hair- 
trigger ; the lock-plate inscribed Schleicher . herzberg. 

18— A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanships third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with a receptacle in the butt containing the original 

bullets, wads, and powder-measure. All the mounts are of brass. The barrel is 30-^ in. 

long, octagonal in section, the surface blued ; brass foresight and adjustable backsight. 
Simple flint-lock, discharged with ordinary and hair-trigger. This rifle retains the 
original leather shoulder-strap. 


19—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German ( Halberstad) workmanships middle of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut wood, in places carved with a form of Louis XV. scroll-work ; in 
the butt is a receptacle for bullets. The trigger-guard is also of wood ; the heel-plate, 
barrel-straps, &c., are of silver. The barrel is 31 in. long, partly octagonal and partly 
circular in section, the entire surface being left rough from the hammer marks. Silver 
foresight ; the backsight is of steel, pierced and chiselled with scrolls, etc. Stamped at 
the breech are two gunsmith’s marks ; these are silver-plated. One is fashioned as the 
imperial eagle, the other as a stag, crowned, with the letters f. l. s. beneath ; there are also 
stamped various stars and fleur-de-lys-like ornaments. Simple flint-lock, inscribed on the 
lock-plate g. muller. a halberstad. There are two steel swivels for the shoulder-straps. 
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o-A Breech-loading Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmans hip, late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the grip with cross-hatching, and with sprays of 
leafage in low relief. All the mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for the 
year 1782, and the maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). These are cast 
and chased with hunting subjects, scroll-work, &c. The thumb-plate is formed as 
an oval escutcheon, engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrel is 
35^ in. long, with a flattened line of sight ; blued at the breech, and inlaid with the 
name of the maker in gold : d. egg, London. There is a back peep-sight, partly of 
silver. The breech-loading action is on the same principle as in the guns Nos. 226 and 
451. By drawing the steel trigger-guard sharply round to the left a complete turn, the 
circular breech-block fell by the action of unscrewing ; into this was placed the paper 
cartridge. A reverse action of the trigger-guard closed the breech. The flint-lock is on the 
ordinary principle, chiselled in places with a mask, serpent and dolphin ; the lock-plate 
blued, with a small gold ribbon, also inscribed with the name d. egg. There are two steel 
loops for the shoulder-straps. 

i—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German ( Brunswick) make, first half of the 18 th Century. 

This rifle belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved in low relief at the breech with a grotesque mask, 
and below the grip with the mask of a sea monster, the eyes of which are inlaid in ivory. 
The heel-plate and other mounts are of silver, chased with a form of Louis XIV. 
ornamentation, introducing classical figures, etc. The thumb-plate is fashioned as an oval 
shield, with two savage supporters surmounted by a coronet, engraved with a reversed 
cipher monogram. The barrel is 43^ in. long, partly octagonal in section, its surface 
watered, and although apparently of German manufacture, enriched with Turkish 
ornamentation in silver. Ordinary flint-lock, chiselled in low relief with the figure of 
Diana, engraved with the name of the maker, ulrich mantz, and upon the upper portion 
of the hammer-head the words A Braunschweig. 


2-A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

German workmanship, second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This gun was presented to the Royal Collection in 1809 by the Duke of Sussex. 

The stock is of light walnut-wood, carved at the grip with the head of a monster, the 
eyes of which are inlaid in ivory. All the mounts are of copper gilt, cast and chased 
with strapwork, &c., also introducing figures of Minerva, hounds and attributes. Upon 
the oval thumb-plate is engraved the monogram L. R. The barrel is 43 in. long, partly 
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octagonal in section, its surface watered and chiselled at the breech with the figure of 
Diana, standing beneath a canopy; the groundwork is gilt, and matted. Simple flint-lock, 
similarly chiselled with figures, &c., engraved with the name of the maker, s. hauschka. 


423—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French fashion , but of German manufacture , third quarter of the 1 8th Century. 

This beautiful gun, together with the rifle No. 405, was bought for the Royal 
Collection in 1817 from Mr. Reeves, No. 10, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. 

It is almost identical in decoration with the rifle No. 405, already described, the only 
difference being in the length of its barrel, which is 39 in. long. 


424—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

English workmanship, early u)th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection in 1812 by Mr. Gills, the maker. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, almost its entire surface being inlaid with military 
trophies of flags, drums, and arms in silver, flush to the surface ; also scroll-work in 
silver-wire. All the mounts are of silver, engraved with trophies introducing the Union 
Jack, &c. The barrel is 36 in. long, partly octagonal, its surface blued, engraved with 
spiral bands of foliage, and silver-plated. At the breech are trophies, the Prince of 
Wales’ feathers, and on a gold ribbon the name of gills, London. Ordinary flint-lock, 
decorated in a like manner to the barrel. 


425—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

French (Paris) workmanship , dated 1672. 

Belonging formerly to Louis XIV. of France. 

“ The gun has passed through many hands, and was ever valued by the different 
owners as a great relic. It was formerly in the possession of the Duchess 
of Kingston, by whom it was given to Captain Payne, who left it with 
Mr. Beckwith to be sold.” This is an extract from the Carlton House 
Inventory. In 1805 it was bought from Mr. Beckwith for the Royal 
Collection. This most beautiful gun, designed and executed throughout in 
the purest of French Parisian taste, has unfortunately at one time suffered 
from neglect, for much of the steelwork has lost its first sharpness and 
brilliancy, due no doubt to the attempt to regain the polished surface that 
it originally possessed. Parts of the barrel must have been thickly coated 
with rust, for at the extreme breech the surface shows much of that destructive 
honeycombing which invariably results from neglect. However, apart from 
these small defects, this beautiful weapon remains to-day one of the most 
tasteful in the very comprehensive Royal Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, each side of the butt being inlaid flush to the surface 
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with engraved silver, one side representing the equestrian figure of Louis XIV., attired 
as a Roman Emperor, with bound captives below ; the figure of Fame, and two figures 
of amorini above holding palm branches and laurel wreaths. On the reverse side is the 
figure of Apollo in a chariot drawn by four horses ; at the base are figures of Fame 
trumpeting. The remainder of the stock is inlaid with scroll-work, and the figure of 
Jupiter. All the mounts are of steel ; chiselled in relief upon the heel-plate are the 
Royal arms of France, surrounded by the collars of the Order of Saint Esprit and 
Saint Michael; details of this are encrusted in gold. The thumb-plate is formed of an 
oval medallion portrait of Louis XIV., above which is the Royal Crown, supported 
by figures of amorini. This is repeated upon the trigger-guard, where there is also an 
oval medallion containing the figure of Minerva. The barrel is 47! in. long, partly 
polygonal, partly octagonal, and partly circular in section. At the breech it is chiselled 
with the figure of a Roman warrior standing beneath a canopy ; above this are swags 
of flowers encrusted in gold. The foresight is of silver, the backsight of steel, chiselled 
with figures of mermen and amorini supporting a crown. Ordinary flint-lock, with 
the figure of Jupiter holding the fulmen, and sitting astride the eagle. There is also a 
figure of Mercury in a car drawn by two cocks, just above which is the inscription 
piravbe. aux galeries A Paris, 1682. The trigger terminates in an eagle’s head. 


426—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Irish ( Dublin ) make, second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, almost entirely inlaid with delicate scroll-work in silver 
wire, also introducing the Prince of Wales’ feathers and the figure of Hibernia in engraved 
silver. All the mounts are prettily chiselled with leafage and scrolls. The barrel is 
37 in. long, its surface russeted, and bearing the name of the maker: ransford, Dublin. 
The foresight is of silver, and fashioned as a grotesque bearded mask. Ordinary flint-lock, 
with a safety-catch, also bearing the name of ransford. 


427—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work, also inlaid with silver wire. 
On either side of the butt are chased silver reliefs, one representing Mars, 
seated in a chariot, with warlike trophies around ; the other, the figure of 
Neptune in a car drawn by sea-monsters and tritons. The heel-plate, trigger-guards, 
etc., are of steel, brilliantly blued, chiselled with figures of Hercules, Apollo, trophies 
and busts. The barrel is 37! in. long, its surface russeted. At the breech, in low 
relief, is a tall fluted column, on the summit of which is the figure of Fame seated 
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upon a sphere. Upon the lower part of the column is inlaid the name of the maker : 
thos. Hudson, London, part of the groundwork being gilt and worked to a matted surface. 
The foresight is of silver, and chased as a bearded mask. Ordinary flint-lock with 
safety-catch, chiselled with figures of a lion, eagle, etc., also the name of the locksmith : 

HADLEY. 

428— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Probably of Italian ( Neapolitan ) workmanship, in the French taste, middle of the 
1 8 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the breech with flowers and rococo scroll-work. 
In the butt are inlaid spiral silver-wire acanthus-leaves ; also rabbits, foxes and hounds 
in engraved silver. All the mounts are of steel, chiselled with boars’ heads, vases, &c. ; 
the groundwork granulated and gilt in the early Louis XVI. manner. Upon the trigger- 
guard is the name vincenzo mariano. The barrel is 40 in. long, partly octagonal and 
partly circular in section, its surface blued and showing the annealing marks. At the 

breech it is inlaid with a key pattern and another geometrical design in gold ; also with 

many gunsmiths’ marks, gold-plated. Ordinary flint-lock with safety-catch, chiselled with 
hounds hunting ; the groundwork is gilt and granulated. 

429— A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

English workmanship, second quarter of the 1 8 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, all the mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark 
for the year 1731, and maker’s mark b. v. (abraham buteux, of Green Street, Leicester 

Fields) ; they are cast and chased with scroll-work and masks. The barrel is 42 in. 

long, finely chiselled at the breech with a figure of Mars resting his hand upon a lion. 
Below, is a trophy of arms and a bound captive, and above, an arched canopy ; while still 
higher is an oval panel with a profile medallion portrait. Beneath the arch is engraved 
the name of the maker : dolep, London. Silver foresight, fashioned as a bearded mask ; 
the backsight is of steel, applied and chased with two masks and acanthus leaves a jour. 
Ordinary flint-lock, the lock-plate engraved with the name of the locksmith, w. turvey. 

430— A Flint-lock Magazine Gun. 

Apparently of Indian workmanship, and of the middle of the 1 8 th Century, but more 
closely copied in construction from the French magazine gun No. 413 in this 
Collection. It is interesting as regards its magazine movement, for there are tubes 
and magazines for powder and ball sufficient for twenty-one rounds; two motions of 
the right hand acting upon the barrel make it perform the office of loading. For 
further particulars of its action refer to No. 413. 

The stock is of some dark wood, inlaid with scroll-work in silver-wire, and with 
heel-plate, trigger-guard, and other mounts of silver, chased with Oriental foliage. The 
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revolving chamber and the base of the priming powder tube are of copper-gilt, the former 
chased with conventional foliage, the latter shaped as a tiger’s head, a symbol found always 
upon the armour and arms used by Tippoo Sahib, which leads to the supposition that 
this arm was perhaps originally made as a gift for that powerful ruler. The barrel is 
38^ in. long, partly octagonal and partly circular in section ; at the breech the surface 
is blued, and inlaid with Koft gari damascening in gold and silver, with conventional leafage 
and Persian lettering and numbering of 1. j. d. 313, several times repeated ; it is also upon 
the lock-plate. The lock is on the usual flint-and-steel principle. [See Plate 18. 


1—A Small Fowling-piece. 

Proportioned for a boy. 

French work of the first quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is fashioned of burr walnut, carved with scroll-work and dolphin-like forms. 
The heel-plate, the trigger-guard and other mounts are of steel, finely chiselled with 
compositions of figures, strap-work, masks and festoons of laurels upon a gold-plated 
field in the purest “ Regence ” taste, though with a certain freedom suggestive of the 
designs of the ebeniste Cressant. The thumb-plate is chased as an oval ecusson , surmounted 
by a crown and surrounded by the collars of the Orders of Saint Michael and Saint 
Esprit. In the centre were originally some arms no doubt wrought in gold, but now 
removed, the lion of England, crowned, being substituted. The barrel is 30^ in. long, 
and decorated like the other steel-work of the gun, but introducing an oval medallion 
containing a profile portrait bust of the youthful Louis XV. There was an inscription 
upon the barrel, but this has been erased. Little doubt can exist that this beautiful 
little weapon was made as a gift to the grandson of Louis XIV. about the year 1715. 


2—A Military Air-gun. 

German workmanship , dated 1804. 

Bought for the Royal Collection in 1806 from Baron Lutgendorf. 

The butt is of iron, and forms the reservoir for the compressed air ; this is lacquered 
mahogany colour. All the mountings are of brass, save the hammer and fall of 
the lock. The barrel is 37^ in. long, partly octagonal in section, its surface browned. 
At the side is a magazine for the bullets; this is also lacquered, and closed by an 
adjustable steel spring and cover. The gun reloads itself after each discharge, the 
magazine containing twenty bullets and the reservoir, sufficient air at one pumping for 
their propulsion. Upon a silver plate attached to the lock runs the following inscription : 

MILITARY AIR-GUN, INVENTED BY BARON LUTGENDORF, AULIC COUNCILLOR OF HIS 
HIGHNESS THE REIGNING PRINCE OF THURN AND TAXIS, AT RATISBON IN GERMANY, 1804. 
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433 & 434— A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French workmanship, second quarter of the 1 8th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

They match in every detail the fine little fowling-piece, No. 431, and were no doubt 
made for the Dauphin, Louis XV., whose likeness they baer upon the barrels. They 
are 8f in. long. [See Plate 23. 


435 & 436-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English ( London ) workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of dark wood, strongly curved in the butts after the manner of the 
French Napoleonic model. The stocks are almost entirely inlaid with silver flush to the 
surface, with various military trophies, introducing the Union Jack, cannon and scroll¬ 
work. The pommel caps, trigger-guards and other mounts are of silver, boldly chased 
with a like ornamentation; they bear the London hall-mark for 1786 and maker’s mark 
m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The thumb-plates are fashioned as oval shields surmounted 
by helmets; beneath are engraved the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrels are 10 in. 
long and octagonal in section, their surfaces blued, engraved and gilt with the figure of 
Britannia, vases and festoons of drapery—also on a ribbon the name of the maker : 
knubley, London. Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches, decorated like the barrels 
and inscribed with the name of the same maker. These pistols much resemble the 
gun No. 424. 


437 & 438—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These fine pistols, although of English workmanship, have all the characteristics 
of the French Louis XV. fashion, both as regards form and ornamentation. The 

stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work and sprays of roses: these are 

inlaid in stained woods. There are also slight inlays of silver wire. All the mounts 

are of silver, cast and chased with compositions of scroll-work, flowers and trophies 
upon a matted ground, which is gilded. The barrels are 10 in. long, partly fluted, 
deeply engraved with trophies and scroll-work, gilt upon a blued ground. In the 

centre of each is the name of the maker : diemar, London. The foresights are of silver, 
set in gilt aureated rays. Ordinary flint-locks, chiselled and engraved with trophies. 

[See Plate 23. 
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439 & 440—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Italian ( Brescian ), third quarter of the ijth Century . 

These pistols were bought for the Royal Collection from the Count de 
Norvenville. 

The stocks are of plain walnut-wood, and of Italian fashion, late 17th century. 
All the mounts are of steel, burnished, cast and chased with conventional scroll-work 
introducing figures of griffins and other monsters. The barrels are 9^ in. long, partly 
ridged, and bearing the name of lazarjno cominazzo stamped upon them. Ordinary 
flint-locks, etched with the gunsmith’s name : gio. batta zanetti. 


441 & 442—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

The barrels are Circassian , other parts of English workmanship , late 1 %th Century. 

These pistols belonged to George III., and were taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of plain walnut-wood, with large pommel caps and other mounts 
of gilt brass. They are cast and chased with grotesque masks, scroll-work, etc. The 
barrels are 1 if in. long, with a flattened line of sight, their surfaces watered and 
encrusted with duplicated designs in silver. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed willmore. 


443 & 452—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with festoons of flowers, and cross-hatched 
at the grip ; on the reverse side to the lock are inlaid the Prince of Wales’ 

feathers in engraved silver. The pommel caps and other mounts are of silver, bearing the 
London hall-mark for 1780, and maker’s mark m. b. (mark bock, of Shoe Lane). The 
pommels are cast and chased with combating figures, the remaining mounts engraved 
with trophies, etc. To the stocks could be attached adjustable butts. The barrels are 

10 in. long, octagonal in section, blued and overlaid in gold, with the Royal arms and 

the name of the maker: d. egg, London. The flint-locks are on the ordinary principle; 

they also bear the name of egg. 


444 & 445--A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , second quarter of the 1 8 th Century . 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work in low relief, inlaid 
with palm-leaf branches, scrolls, etc., in silver wire, and further enriched with figures 
of Britannia in engraved silver, inlaid flush to the surface of the stocks. The large 
pommel caps and other mounts are of steel, the surfaces blued, finely chiselled with 
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figures of Mars, grotesque masks, and profile busts in oval framing of classic origin. 
The barrels are io§ in. long, their surfaces blued, chiselled at the breech with shells, 
vases and scroll-work, the ground being gilt ; the foresights are gilt, and decorated 
with gold damascening. Ordinary flint-locks, highly burnished and tastefully ornamented 
with leafage ; on each is a ribbon issuing from the mouth of a mask, engraved with the name 
of the maker : barbar. This fine pair of pistols, although simple in their general 
decoration, are excellent examples of their type and period, that of the reign of George II. 


446—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece. 

Circassian barrel , with mounts of English workmanships second quarter of the 18//? 
Century. 


The stock is of walnut-wood, plainly mounted with steel, slightly engraved. The 
barrel is 37^ in. long, partly octagonal, and much resembling in make the pistol barrels 
Nos. 441 and 442, for its surface is watered and inscribed with designs in gold and 
silver; it is also impressed with a Circassian gunsmith’s mark. Ordinary flint-lockj 
bearing the name of barbar. 


447-A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanships dated 1793. 

This rifle was purchased by Lieutenant-Colonel Braddyll in 1794; from the 
maker at Ratisbon. Colonel Braddyll presented it to the Royal Collection. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, and of a somewhat heavy German type. It is carved 
with scroll-work and flowers, and mounted with plain silver ; in the butt is a receptacle 
for bullets. The thumb-piece is formed as a shield of arms, with the motto cognoiestoy 
mesme. The barrel is 28^ in. long, octagonal in section, its surface blued and inlaid 
with designs in silver, also the name 1. christoph. kuchenreiter, and engraved with 
the date 1793. It also bears the impressed stamp of kuchenreiter. Adjustable back¬ 
sight and gilt foresight ; simple flint-lock, bearing the name of the same maker. 
Discharged by ordinary and hair-trigger. This rifle still retains its original shoulder- 
trap. Upon the heel-plate is engraved the inscription :— purchased by lieutenant- 

colonel BRADDYLL FROM THE MAKER at RATISBON. SEPTEMBER, 1 794. 


448—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

This rifle belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, somewhat heavily fashioned and coarsely carved ; the 
mounts are of brightened steel, in places chiselled with scroll-work. In the butt is a 
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receptacle for bullets, etc. The barrel is 27! in. long, octagonal in section; the gun¬ 
smith’s mark, 1. c. d. surmounted by a crown, inlaid in brass. Steel backsight and silver 
foresight. Ordinary flint-lock, bearing the name drechsler on a ribbon. 


449—A Flint-lock Rifle. 

German workmanship , late 18M Century. 

The stock, which is of walnut-wood, is much like that of the preceding rifle as 
regards form, but it is of a higher quality of workmanship, being carved at the end of 
the cheek-plate with a doe resting beneath a tree ; at the grip it is also carved with 
cross-hatching. In the butt is the usual receptacle for bullets. The mounts are of 
white metal. The barrel is 28 in. long, octagonal in section, the foresight of silver. 
Ordinary flint-lock, inscribed fischer. There is the loop and button for the carrying 
strap. 


450—A Flint-lock Fowling-piece, 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

This gun belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, with mounts of silver, cast and chased with recumbent 
figures of sportsmen, hounds, trophies of dead game, also shell and drapery ornaments ; 
the thumb-plate is oval and engraved with the Royal arms. The barrel is 36 in. long, 
with a flattened line of sight, where it is slightly chiselled with scroll-work, and with panels 
of gilding, the remaining surface russeted. Faintly legible is the name john harman, 
London. The foresight of silver, and shaped as a mask. Ordinary flint-lock, also 
inscribed john harman. 


451—A Flint-lock Smooth-bore Repeating-gun. 

Italian (Bologna) workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, the heel-plate opening on a hinge which, when open, 
discloses two tubes or magazines, the upper one for bullets, the lower for the charging 
powder ; the bullets and powder being thus carried to the gun-metal drum, which revolves 
against the breech of the barrel. To one side of this drum is fastened a steel lever, 
which, acted upon in the following manner, charges the gun:—After having fired the gun, 
to re-load point the muzzle of the gun downwards, give the lever a sharp half-turn, by 
which movement the brass revolving drum is brought opposite the end of the bullet 
tube, which allows a single bullet to drop into a cavity in its edge ; at the same moment, 
by a projecting steel plate screwed to the edge of the drum closing the steel over the 
flash-pan, another quarter-turn of the lever exposes a second cavity in the brass drum to 
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the end of the powder tube, and at the same time, by catching a lever, cocks the 
hammer. While this is in progress the axle of the drum revolves in a small magazine 
of fine priming powder. The next action is to sharply return the steel lever ; this throws 
the bullet and the powder into the muzzle, also forcing the requisite amount of priming 
powder into the pan. By a three-quarter turn and return of the lever between each 
discharge of the gun, twenty-one rounds can be used at one loading. The brass drum 
is inscribed berselli . in bologna. The barrel is 32-J in. long, partly octagonal in section, 
its surface browned. The foresight is applied to a ring on the extreme end of the muzzle. 


453 & 454—A Pair of Flint-lock Holster Pistols. 

English workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with cross-hatching at the grip ; the thumb- 
plates are of gold, engraved with the Royal crown and the numbers 1 and 2. All the 
mounts are of gilt brass, engraved with various military trophies. The barrels are 10 in. 
long, each with a flattened line of sight, inlaid with the maker’s name, d. egg, London, 
in gold. Ordinary flint-locks, similarly inscribed ; these have the safety-catches. A pair 
of regulation military pistols. 


455 Sc 4 5 6-A Pair of Flint-lock Blunderbusses. 

English workmanship , middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, and shaped in the fashion of gun-stocks, but of small 
proportions; all the mounts are of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 17555 an d 
maker’s mark j. A. (jeconiah ashley). They are simply fashioned ; the mounts on the 
reverse side to the lock are cast and chased with cannon, clubs and tridents. The 
barrels are 8 -| in, long, of gun-metal, each with a flattened line of sight, and widening 
at the muzzle, stamped with proof-marks and engraved no. 55, charing cross, which 
has reference to the name of the maker, s. erunn, whose name appears on the lock-plate. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches. 


457 Sc 464-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships late 1 %th Century; Hanoverian locks. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood ; mounts of plain silver bearing the London hall¬ 
mark for the year 1779, and maker’s mark 1. k, (john king); gun butts could be 
added if desired. The barrels are 9 in. long, octagonal in section, with brass foresights. 
The steel ramrods are attached to the top of the muzzle by a swivel. Ordinary flint¬ 
locks, inscribed a. huhnstock, 
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458 & 459—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stocks and silver mounts much resemble those upon the pistols Nos. 453 and 454. 
The silver on each bears the London hall-mark for 1782, and the maker’s mark m. b. 
(mark bock, of Shoe Lane). They are inlaid on the opposite side to the lock-plates 
with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver, flush to the surface of the wood. The 
barrels are 9^ in. long, with flattened lines of sight, blued, engraved and overlaid in 
gold with the Royal arms, sprays of leafage, and the maker’s name : d. egg, London. 
Silver foresights. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, also bearing the maker’s name. 


460 & 461-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Hanoverian workmanship, late I Sth Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

almost exactly resemble the pistols Nos. 453 and 454; indeed, 
be the pair from which those pistols were copied, for they are throughout of Hanoverian 
make. The barrels are 9-^ in. long, octagonal in section, and inscribed a hannover. Upon 
each lock-plate is engraved a. huhnstock. 



they appear to 


462 & 463-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Polish {Warsaw) workmanship , dated 1783. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, slightly carved, and with simple “ cut-card ” mounts 
of silver. The barrels are 8| in. long, partly octagonal, their surfaces watered in the 
Oriental fashion ; they are encrusted with designs in silver and inscribed g . . . ple 
1783. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed c. l. gibenhan . A warsowi. 


Windsor Collection. 


CASE H. 

465 & 466-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Netherlands workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century, 

These pistols were bought from Mr. Strubell in 1818 for the Royal Collection. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, ending in flattened octagonal pommels. The grips 
are carved with cross-hatching, inlaid with dots in silver, and further inlaid with 
leaf-work friezes. All the mounts are of silver, those upon the pommels being cast and 
chased with the mask of Medusa. Upon the trigger-guard of each, in an oval shield, 
is the Lion of the Netherlands, whilst at the ramrod socket is the head of Mercury. 
The barrels are 9^ in. long, widening somewhat at the muzzles, their surfaces blued ; 
the foresights are of silver. Ordinary flint-locks, the lock-plates engraved with a boar, 
and inscribed harzd & c E - . A. liege. 


467 & 468-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Spanish workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with pommel-caps, thumb-plates and counter lock- 
mounts of silver, cast and chased with trophies of classic arms, the ground of each being 
worked to a matted surface and gilt. The barrels are 12^ in. long, with foresights of 
brass. The breeches, also the steel trigger-guards and lock-plates, are chiselled in low 
relief with an 18th century strap-work design upon a gilt matted ground. Ordinary 
flint-locks. 


469 & 470—A Pair of Small Flint-lock Pistols. 

Italian workmanships third quarter of the 1 Hth Century . 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Henry Yekeel in 1808. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with mounts of silver, cast and chased with figures 
of Victory and trophies of arms. The barrels are 5^ in. long, partly octagonal in section 
their surfaces blued and inlaid with scroll-work in silver. Stamped at the breech of 
each is the word pistoja, surmounted by a crown and plated with gold. Ordinary 
flint-locks, inscribed hirst. 
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471 & 47a—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Italian {Brescian) workmanship , late ijth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with the various mounts of steel, chiselled with 
fanciful budding foliage in the characteristic Brescian manner. The barrels are 9^ in. 
long, partly ribbed, each having a flattened line of sight stamped with the name lazarino 
cominazzo. Steel ramrods. Ordinary flint-locks, etched with the name of the locksmith, 

FRA co * CAPONATI B att< 

473 & 474—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century . 

These pistols belonged to Lieutenant-General Baron Eben. They were presented 
to him by the Countess Schonkirchen, together with a sabre mounted in silver 
and other gifts, for having spared the towns of Litschkau and Wietentrebedish 
in Bohemia (estates belonging to the Countess upon which the General had 
orders during the Seven Years’ War to levy contributions and afterwards set 
on fire). These orders he executed with the greatest moderation, and the 
smallest detriment possible to the inhabitants. The convent of which the 
Countess Schonkirchen was Abbess was saved from the fire. The Baron was at 
this time Major in the regiment of Prince Henry’s Black Hussars. These pistols 
were presented to the Royal Collection by Baron Eben himself in 1806. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, slightly carved with shells, etc., and inlaid with scrolls 
in silver-wire. The various mounts of silver, somewhat roughly cast and chased with 
scroll-work, introduce panels of combating figures. Upon the thumb-plates are engraved 
the arms of Baron Eben. The barrels are 12 in. long, partly octagonal, each with a 
flattened line of sight, stamped and engraved with various ornamentation, and impressed 
and silver-plated with the mark of paul breidenfelter. Ordinary flint-locks, the 
plates chiselled with scroll- and shell-work. 


475 & 476—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved at the breech with shell-like ornaments. All 
the mounts are of silver, cast and chased with grotesque masks and various warlike 
trophies, bearing the London hall-mark for 1789 and the maker’s mark 1. k. (jno. king, of 
Fore Street). Upon each thumb-plate is engraved the letter h, surmounted by a ducal 
coronet. The barrels are ioi in. long, partly octagonal in section, their surfaces blued 
and inlaid with fleur-de-lys forms in gold. Impressed and overlaid in gold at the breeches 
is the name h. hadley, London. Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches. The lock-plates 
are engraved with scroll-work and trophies, and the name of the same maker. 
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477 & 478—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

Spanish workmanship, third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of light walnut-wood, simply carved at the breeches. All the mounts 
are of brilliantly burnished steel, the borders engraved with a small waved line. Upon 
the thumb-plate of each is engraved the following inscriptions : arsenal real doexer 
cito. The barrels are 8§ in. long, with partly flattened lines of sight, impressed 
and gold-plated with the mark of joaquim ant das\ Ordinary flint-locks, similarly 
inscribed. 


479 & 480-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship , tniddle of the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, broadly carved with scroll- and shell-work. All the 
mounts are of copper gilt, coarsely cast and chased with a form of Louis XV. scroll-work, 
introducing figures of huntsmen, game, etc. A seated deer is upon each thumb-plate. 
The barrels are \ 2 \ in. long, with flattened lines of sight, chiselled in low relief with the 
figure of a huntsman seated ; this composition is framed in rococo scroll-work. Towards 
the muzzle each barrel has a flattened line of sight, where it is inlaid in silver with the 
name joh. jacob. kuchenreuter. All the groundwork is gilt and worked to a matted 
surface. At the breeches are three impressed masks, the stamp adopted by Kuchen¬ 
reuter. The foresights are of brass; the backsights adjustable. Ordinary flint-locks, 
decorated in the same manner as the barrels. 


481 & 482-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship, second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols were presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Becket in 1799. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, simply carved with scroll-work in low relief. All 
the mounts are of steel, chiselled with figures of Roman warriors, captives and trophies, 
in that classic school of ornamentation introduced into the Court of Louis XIV. by 
the painter Le Paultre, the groundwork to these compositions being gilt and worked to 
a matted surface. The barrels are 12-f in. long, partly octagonal in section, their entire 
surfaces watered in the manner of an Eastern barrel, and further enriched by a coarse 
encrustation of silver. Ordinary flint-locks, the lock-plates inscribed upon their lower 
bevelled edges 1. 1. behr. 

483 Sc 484—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with scroll-work ; all the mounts of steel, 
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chiselled in low relief with Louis XV. scroll-work and nosegays of flowers. The barrels 
are 1in. long, their surfaces, like the preceding ones, watered in the Oriental manner 
and encrusted with scroll-work in silver; on each flattened line of sight is an inscription 
in Kufic, inlaid in gold wire. Ordinary flint-locks. 


485 & 486—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship , but of French fashion, second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols were bought for the Royal Collection from Mr. Reeves, of 10, 
Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, in 1817. 

This beautiful pair of pistols, like the fine gun and rifle. Nos. 405 and 423 (with which 
they were evidently made to form a set), though of German workmanship, are both in form 
and decoration the purest French Louis XV. taste. The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved 
with spirited scroll-work, the design being outlined in silver wire. The thumb-plates 
are formed of small buttons of ivory; on one, a seated stag is carved; on the other, a seated 
stag and doe. The pommels, like the steel mounts, are chiselled with various compositions 
of scroll-work, introducing landscapes with sporting figures in the foreground. The barrels 
are lof in. long, each with a bombe line of sight. On both breeches is a panel with the 
equestrian figure of a huntsman blowing a horn ; this is framed in scroll-work, and in 
the place of the backsight encrusted with a bouquet of flowers in gold. The foresights 
are of silver. The entire groundwork of the steel enrichment is plated with gold and 
worked to a matted surface. Ordinary flint-locks. [See Plate 23. 


487 & 488—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German workmanship , middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

These pistols, the work of joh. jac. kuchenreuter, exactly duplicate in decoration 
and form Nos. 479 and 480, but are considerably smaller in construction. The barrels 
are 5I in. long. 


489 & 490—A Pair of Flint-lock Pocket-pistols. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 8 th Century. 

These belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are entirely of silver, engraved with scroll-work ; they fit upon the steel 
locks and barrels, which are in one piece. The barrels are 2% in. long, unscrewing to receive 
the charge. Chiselled in low relief around their breeches is a band of strap-work ; this 
is upon a gilt and matted ground. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches, inscribed upon 
the lock-plate London. 
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491 & 492—A Pair of Diminutive Flint-lock Double-barrelled 

Pocket-pistols. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with cross hatching ; the thumb-plates of silver, 
octagonal in form. The barrels, each £ of an inch long, are placed one above the other, 
the flash-pan lying directly above. The uppermost barrel is first discharged, when, 
by a quarter-turn of a lever at the lock side, passage is given from the flash-pan to the 
under barrel, which can then be discharged. The barrels are fired with one priming. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with safety-catches ; partly blued, engraved with trophies and 
inscribed d. egg, London. 


493 & 494-A Pair of Flint-lock Pocket-pistols. 

English workmanship , middle of the \%th Century. 

They are entirely fashioned of bright steel, the stocks being engraved with scroll-work. 
The barrels are i-f in. long, octagonal at the breeches where they unscrew for purposes 
of loading ; they are engraved with the name segallas, London. Ordinary flint-locks, 
the safety-catch regulated by drawing forward the trigger-guard. 


495 & 496-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French (Paris) workmanship , dated 1690. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are probably of palisander wood, slightly carved in low relief with 
scrolls ; they are further enriched by inlays of silver wire. The pommel-caps, the 
trigger-guards, counter-lock mounts and thumb-plates are of steel, with finely- 
chiselled oval medallions containing portrait busts of Roman soldiers ; these are framed 
with laurel wreaths, cornucopias, festoons of drapery, and scroll-work. There are grotesque 
masks upon the pommel-caps. Much of the detail is also inlaid in gold. The general 
character of the ornamentation, though of French origin, appears to be the production 
of an Italian workman. Notwithstanding this, they are signed as having come from 
Paris. The barrels are 13-I in. long, each with a flattened line of sight engraved with 
the inscription: piravbe, avx galeries a paris, 1690. Below this, chiselled in relief upon 
a gilt ground, is the bust of an aureated Roman warrior ; this is beneath a canopy. 
Ordinary flint-locks, with a similar inscription upon the plates to that on the barrels. 
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497~A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century, 

These pistols were presented to the Royal Collection by the Marquis of 
Wellesley in 1810. They are in their case, which is fitted with the various 
bullet-moulds, &c. 

The stocks have a foundation of walnut-wood, but on the butts, which curve strongly 
downwards, and finish in flattened octagonal ends, are inlaid panels of ebony which in 
turn are again inlaid with figures of griffins supporting a trophy of arms ; these are in 
silver, inlaid flush to the surface, the various details being engraved. This same silver 
inlay is utilised in the enrichment of other parts of the stock. Around the various 
borders is applied a moulding of boxwood carved with headings and classic friezes. All 
the mounts are of burnished steel, chiselled to the highest degree of minuteness. 
Upon the pommel-caps are represented rosettes, the ends of the trigger-guards fashioned 
as incense burners from which issue clouds of incense. The ramrod sockets and tubes are 
chiselled with variations of acanthus leaves, beading, etc. Many of the steel parts show 

a ground-work overlaid with gold and worked to a matted surface. The barrels are 

iof in. long, of octagonal section, engraved and gold-plated with festoons of flowers, an 
incense burner and various diamond-shaped panels at each muzzle and breech ; they also 
bear the impressed stamp of boutet, and two smaller stamps with the monogram L. c. 
The remainder of the ground-work is reserved in the steel, which is worked to a 
matted surface, blued and seme with gold stars. The locks are on the simple flint-and 
steel principle, but the hammers are depressed in shape, a characteristic formation of the 
period; their surfaces are brilliantly burnished and encrusted with dragons breathing flames, 
comucopiae, etc., in gold. The case in which these pistols are contained is of ebony, 
mounted with silver corners and lined with green velvet. Fitted in it are the following 
implements:—three ramrods, a small mallet, a hammer, a screw-driver, a steel ramrod, two 
steel cleaners, a bullet-mould of burnished steel, and a horn flask for priming powder 
mounted with silver. On the flask is the name of the maker in full: boutet, 

jbrecteur artiste, manuf re A Versailles. Boutet well deserved the wide reputation 
he had earned for his art, for, stiff and stinted as many of his models were, some 

of his works reserved to themselves a certain dignity in their classic formality that 
found ready favour at the time of their production. His workmanship has never been 
surpassed in quality, finish and accuracy, and had he but lived some three centuries 
earlier, his name, without doubt, would have been foremost among the great armourer 
artists of the Cinquecento, 


498 Sc 499—A Pair of Snaphance-Pistols. 

Italian workmanship , third quarter of the ijth Century. 

These pistols are slightly proportioned and of excellent workmanship, though possibly a 
little too provincial in the almost grotesque treatment of the busts and terminals, to be 
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ranked with the finest specimens of their period in this Collection. The stocks are of 
walnut-wood, carved with scrolls, terminals, female figures, etc. All the mounts are of 
burnished, steel, chiselled, and in some cases pierced with a like ornamentation; on both 
thumb-plates a cock is represented, while each trigger is shaped as a mermaid. The barrels 
are 6 in. long, partly octagonal, and chased in low relief with conventional leafage, 
etc. The locks are on the snaphance principle, the action of bringing forward the 
steel automatically closing the cover to the flash-pan. The interiors of the locks bear 
the following inscription : il negroni in erento. [ See Plate 23. 


500 & 501—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

German (Berlin) workmanships dated 1793. 

Bought for the Royal Armoury from Colonel Benningson in 1806. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, each carved in low relief at the breech with a spray 
of flowers ; all the mounts are of copper gilt ; upon the pommels, chased in low 
relief on oval medallions, are classic helmeted heads. The barrels are 9^ in. long, 
with flattened lines of sight engraved v. d. fecht a Berlin, 1793 ; below, on each barrel 
in a slightly sunk panel, is a trophy of various arms. Both foresights are of gold, 
the backsights of steel and adjustable. Ordinary flint-locks, bearing similar inscriptions 
to the barrels. 


502 & 503—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

The mounts are of English workmanships late 18 th Century. The barrels are probably 
Turkish, 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with a cockle-shell ornament below the 
breech. The mounts are of plain steel. To the pommel caps are applied grotesque 

masks in silver ; each thumb-plate is also of silver, and formed as a trophy of arms. 

The barrels are i2-| in. long, and are an exact counterpart of those of Nos. 483 and 
484 in make and decoration. Ordinary flint-locks, inscribed griffin and tow. 

504 & 505—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships third quarter of the ijth Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, somewhat roughly fashioned; all the mounts are 
of brass, engraved with a form of French Louis XV. scroll-work. The barrels are 

6f in. long, with flattened lines of sight; the foresights of brass. Ordinary flint¬ 

locks. 
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506—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century, 

This case of pistols was given by Napoleon Bonaparte to some naval officer 
whose name, unfortunately, to quote from the Carlton House Inventory, 
“ cannot be recollected.” 

These resemble the case of pistols No. 497, and are from the hands of the 
same workman, although of inferior workmanship ; in form and general decoration they 
are much alike, the stocks, which are of walnut-wood, being simply carved with 
headings. All the mounts are of silver, bearing the Paris hall-mark ; they are cast and 
chased with various naval emblems, such as anchors, prows of warships and dolphins ; these 
are upon a ground worked to a matted surface. The base of each of the ramrod sockets 
is chased to resemble a fish. The barrels are iof in. long, with flattened lines of 
sight, their surfaces blued, but engraved and gold-plated with naval trophies, etc., at 
the breech. Both bear the inscription : boutet, direct® artiste, manufac® 6 
A Versailles. Ordinary flint-locks, slightly engraved, and bearing the same inscription 
as on the barrels. 

The case in which these pistols are contained is of plain mahogany ; fitted in it 
are the following implements : two ramrods, a small mallet, a hammer, a screw-driver, 
a steel ramrod, a steel cleaner, a steel powder-measure, a bullet-mould, and a flask for 
priming-powder ; it is covered in green sole-skin and mounted with silver. 
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CASE I. 


C ASES I, J, K, L are all in the apartment known early in the 19th century as the 
“ Queen’s Guard Chamber.” This is now called the Guard Chamber. The walls are 
hung with many interesting historical portraits, among which is the portrait by Van 
Dyck after Van Somers of Henry Prince of Wales, second son of King James L, represented 
in armour. This hangs in the bay of the window, and almost below it stands the 
actual suit (No. 678) represented in the portrait. Arranged in the spaces between and over 
the pictures are various panoplies of arms, chiefly of the Peninsular and Waterloo periods, 
the following numbers of pieces being in use 172 flint-lock guns, 488 flint-lock pistols, 
112 steel-hiked straight cavalry swords, 156 curved cavalry swords, 192 curved Hanoverian 
brass-hiked swords, 136 of another pattern, 32 bayonets, 40 lances, 25 plug bayonets, 35 locks 
from flint-lock guns, no cartridge boxes, 25 regulation breastplates, 21 backplates, and 

57 regulated helmets of various English and continental patterns, making a total of 1,601 
various implements of war adorning the walls. Before Case I is arrived at, we pass the 
entrance to Saint George’s Hall, and as this spacious chamber is hung with a quantity of 
armour, chiefly of 17th century date, some mention must be made of its contents. With 
the exception of two copies of late 14th century tilting helmets and four replicas of 16th 

century enriched parade shields (the latter obtained from the Tower of London), all the 

armour and arms are genuine, although but a bare list must suffice, for space does not 

permit of a detailed description, neither are the objects of sufficient interest to merit 

individual attention. 

On entering the Hall, two three-quarter suits of armour are seen in niches on either 

side of the doorway ; they are probably of English workmanship, and date within the first 

half of the 17th century. These were in 1902 removed from the Guard Room of 
St. James’s Palace. The twelve other suits on brackets alternating around the walls of the 

Hall with trophies of armour and arms are much like these, and are all built up of 

true pieces of 17th century armour, although here and there may be seen an occasional 

plate of earlier date. The twelve alternating trophies are composed from the following 
pieces:—-five pikemen’s breastplates with tassets, English, circa 1630; five breastplates 
without tassets ; two plain grand-guards for tilting, English, 17th century ; twenty-six lances 
late 18th century ; six swords, 18th century ; ten pikemen’s pot helmets, circa 1630 ; two 
copies of late 14th century tilting harness ; six chanfrons (the defence for a horse’s head), 

chiefly early 16th century; two elbow-pieces ( coudieres ) ; one gorget, 17th century; six 
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cuisses, or thigh-pieces ; six hauberks, or coats of chain-mail, of Oriental manufacture and 
uncertain date ; two plain circular targets of the 17th century ; four copies of enriched 
16th century shields ; two battle-axes ; one set of plates from the cantel of a saddle, early 
17th century; 24 old regimental colours, chiefly of the early part of the 19th century; and 
60 halberds, glaives, ranseurs and spetums of various forms and dates. Returning to the 
Guard Chamber and passing the entrance of St. George’s Hall, we find on the left-hand side 
of the large bay of the window of the Guard Room, Case I, containing the fine series of 
“small,” “Court,” or “Town” swords, as they were variously called in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, also fine examples of plate armour of earlier date. 


507—A “Small” Sword. 

Probably of Dutch workmanship , third quarter of the 1 jth Century. 

The hilt, which is of the usual “small sword” type, but in its earliest form, is of 
steel highly burnished. The pommel is oviform, having on either side oval panels, each 
containing a horseman chiselled in the highest relief; these panels are joined by scroll¬ 
work and festoons of drapery, introducing a female mask. The groundwork is matted. 
The knuckle-guard, quillon, and pas d’ane repeat the ornamentation of the pommel. The 
two shells, which are somewhat narrower than is usual in such a hilt, are entirely 
chiselled with combatting horsemen, and views of a castle in the distance ; the subjects 
are framed with laurel-wreath borders. The grip, of wood, bound with copper-wire ; 
this seems of later workmanship, circa 1780. The blade is 36 in. long, of diamond¬ 
shaped section, with a waved edge and single groove, bearing the inscription : de tomas 
de aiala ; it has been shortened and adapted from a sword of earlier date. The whole 
work of the hilt, although very coarse in execution, effective, and influenced by an 
earlier school of design. 


508—A “ Small ” Sword. 

Probably of Dutch or German workmanship, third quarter of the \jth Century. 

This hilt, like the preceding sword, is of steel, now brilliantly burnished ; the whole 
chiselled in high relief with elaborate battle scenes. The pas d'ane is fashioned in the form 
of galloping horses. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade now in the 
hilt is of later date, circa 1720, and of a form known as “ Conishmarde,” from a 
corruption of the name of one of the Counts of Konigsmark, who made this form of blade 
fashionable. It is 33^ in. long, of bayonet-shaped section, suddenly widening to if in. 
within 8 in. of the hilt ; there it is etched with scroll-work and the figure of a flying 
dove. The workmanship of this hilt is extremely coarse, and not very satisfactory in design. 
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509-A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , end of the 1 jth Century. 

This sword was bought early in the 19th century for the Royal Collection from a 
swordsmith, by name Hilman, of Bond Street. 

The hilt, inclusive of the grip, is entirely of burnished steel. The pommel is unusual 
for this form of “small” sword hilt, as it partakes of the elongated oviform pommel seen in 
swords of the 16th century. The grip, pommel, and shells are chiselled a jour with an 
intricate interlaced flowing scroll design. Upon this, at given intervals, are chiselled profile 
male and female busts, that are no doubt intended for portraits of King Charles II. and his 
Queen, Catherine of Braganza. These portraits upon the grip are supported by 
emblematical female figures, representing “ Sovereignty ” and “ Strength,” whilst upon 
the shells are oval panels framed by dolphins containing figures of Mars, Minerva, 
St. George and the Dragon, and Britannia. The blade now in the hilt, like the one in 
the preceding sword, does not belong to it, and is of the “ Conishmarde ” type ; it is 
32^- in. long, and of bayonet section. \See Plate 30. 

51 o-A “ Small ” Sword. 

German workmanship , second half of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of the type, with the diminutive pas d'dne, in fashion almost up to the present 
day ; it is composed entirely of burnished steel, elaborately, but not finely, pierced a jour 
with trophies of arms and scroll-work. The shells have been strengthened by the addition 
of two rectangular plates, most probably added late in the 18th century by Hilman of 
Bond Street, whose name appears upon the locket of the scabbard, which has evidently 
been made to match the hilt. The blade is 31 in. long, of triangular section, with slightly 
hollowed faces ; its entire length is etched and gilt with figures of the Apostles. At the 
hilt, etched and fully gilt, is the crowned standard of England, and the inscription vivat 
konig. The scabbard is of white vellum. 

511—A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , the end of the 18 th or beginning of the 1 qth Century, 

The hilt is of the later “small sword” type, with the vase-shaped pommel suggested 
by the classic revivals of the architect Adams. It is entirely of burnished steel, most 
delicately built up; upon the steel ground are applied faceted steel beads, boutons, 
etc., to a design of rosettes, stars and the like. This cut-steel work was an applied art which 
flourished in England in the second half of the 18th century, and of its kind, this sword hilt 
is as fine a specimen as could be obtained. The blade is 32^ in. long, of triangular section, 
etched and gilt at the hilt with various ornaments upon a ground that is blued. The 
scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, with ribbed steel mounts. Upon the locket is 
engraved the name of the maker: thos. gray, of sackville street, from whom it was 
formerly purchased. 
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12-A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , the end of the 18 th or beginning of the \<qth Century , 

The hilt, like the preceding sword, is in its latest form, with the flattened pas d'ane and 
oval shell ; it is entirely built up of burnished steel beads and facets applied to a steel 
ground. The blade is 32^ in. long, etched and gilt with figures and trophies at the hilt 
upon a blued ground. The blade is apparently of Solingen make. The scabbard is covered 
with black sole-skin, with ribbed steel mounts. Upon the locket is engraved the name 
of the maker: thomas gray, of sackville street, from whom it was formerly purchased. 


13—A u Small ” Sword. 

Probably French workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century . 

The hilt is small in proportion, and, inclusive of the grip, entirely of burnished steel. 
For decoration it has ribbing and pierced scroll-work ; it is, furthermore, enriched with 
applied cut-steel beads, after the manner of English work. The grip plainly ribbed. 
The blade is 28 in. long, triangular in section, and inlaid with a design in brass near the 
hilt ; it would seem to be of Dutch workmanship. The scabbard is covered with white 
vellum ; the steel mounts are made to match the hilt. 


14-A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century . 

This sword belonged to Sir John McMahon, and was presented to the Royal 
Armoury by Sir William McMahon in 1817. 

The hilt is in its latest form, with the oval shell and vase-shaped Adams’ pommel ; it 
is built up of burnished cut-steel beads, etc., applied on a steel ground. The knuckle-guard 
is decorated in open work. The grip of wood, bound with copper wire. The blade is 
29-^ in. long, triangular in section, etched, gilt, and blued at the hilt. The scabbard 
is covered with white sole-skin, and with ribbed steel mounts. 

i 5—A u Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This sword was worn by Mr. Du Pasquier, who was First Page to King George IV. 

The hilt of this sword is in its later form, with the pommel derived from the classic 
vase ; it is of steel, brilliantly burnished, and set with applied steel beads. The blade 
is 30^ in. long, triangular in section, and etched, gilt, and blued, with an arrangement 
of letter form that has no meaning. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with 
ribbed steel mounts. 
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16-A “ Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early iqth Century. 

The hilt of this sword is in its latest form, the knuckle-guard being replaced by three 
rows of faceted beads ; it is composed entirely of steel. The pommel is vase-shaped, the 
whole made up of applied steel beads, etc. The blade is 33 in. long, triangular in section, 
etched, blued, and gilt at the hilt, with scroll-work, etc., introducing a figure of Fame, 
and inscribed 1. w. M. A solingen. 


17-A u Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt of this sword, although in one of its latest forms, is somewhat unusual; it 
dispenses with the knuckle-guard, for in its place was formerly a chain or chains. The 
hilt is of burnished steel, the pommel vase-shaped, as are also the ends of the short 
straight quillons. The shell oval, with an applied star below the quillons. The grip 
of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade (taken from a sword of earlier date) is 
33! in. long, of diamond-shaped section, grooved, pierced with ornaments, and inscribed 
ette wundes. The scabbard is covered with black leather, mounted with ribbed steel. 
Inscribed on the locket: bland, sword cutler to the king and prince of wales. 
Purchased from the cutler. 


18—A Cuirass. 

English ( Birmingham ) workmanship, late 1 8th Century. It was worn by the Prince of 
IVales (afterwards George III.). 

This most curious late armament is made of very thin steel, highly tempered and 
brightly burnished. It is composed of the principal plate, with its V-shaped “turnover” 
and gussets bordered with blue velvet. Below are five splinted plates, working on 
Almaine rivets. Above, the shoulder-straps are protected by six rows of scale-shaped 
plates ; they fasten at the back of the neck with a strap. The cuirass was worn without 
a back-plate. For decoration it has aqua fortis etchings, each splinted plate, the edging 
of the gussets and turnover being decorated with a duplicated frieze of cockle-shell-like 
ornaments. Above the right breast are the Prince of Wales’ feathers ; above the left, 
the star of the Order of the Garter, whilst in the centre of the lowest splinted plate 
is an elongated oval panel containing a trophy of numerous arms, introducing a classic 
harness, kettle-drums, cannon, the Union Jack, the red ensign, and other banners ; upon 
the drums may be noticed the monogram g. r. The armament is entirely lined with 
quilted blue silk ; it weighs 4 lbs. 14 oz. 
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19— A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The hilt is of the latest form, with the oval shell and vase-shaped pommel. It is 
entirely made of steel, with applied beaded ornaments, its burnished surface being 
brilliantly blued, as it was intended to be worn for mourning purposes. The blade is 
34^- in, long, triangular in section, etched, gilt, and blued at the hilt, and presumably 
of German workmanship. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, with ribbed 
mounts, also blued. Upon the locket is engraved the name of the maker from whom 
this sword was bought : thomas gray, sackville street. 

20— A Mourning “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century. It was worn by King 
George III 

The entire character of this sword much resembles the last described, the hilt being 
of steel, brilliantly burnished, and blued for mourning purposes. The blade is 34 in. 
long, of triangular section, entirely burnished and etched with scrolls. The scabbard is 
covered with black leather ; upon the locket-mount is inscribed the name of the maker 
from whom it was purchased : r. Johnson, late bland and foster, sword cutler and 

BELT MAKER TO HIS MAJESTY, 68, ST. JAMES’S STREET, LONDON. 

21— A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt, like that on the preceding sword, is entirely of steel, cut, burnished and 
blued for mourning purposes. The blade is 33-f in. long, of triangular section, etched, 
blued and gilt at the hilt, and bearing the following inscription : de la manufacture 

DE LA MARQUE. A l’exTRA FIN. A SOLINGEN. EXTRA FIN DE P. A. M. 

The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, blued mounts, the locket inscribed with 
the name of the maker of the hilt: thomas gray, sackville street, from whom 
it was purchased 


22—A Mourning “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt, like the preceding swords, is entirely of steel, highly burnished and blued for 
mourning purposes ; fluting and small applied cut steel-beads form its chief ornamentation. 
The blade is 33 in. long, triangular in section, entirely burnished and etched with scrolls at 
the hilt. The scabbard is covered with black leather, tooled and mounted with blued 
steel, locket, ferrule and chape. 
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523— A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century, 

The hilt of this sword, although brilliantly blued and burnished, differs from the 
other “ mourning ” swords described, in the intricacy of its enrichment. It follows 
more closely the outline of the true 18th century small sword. The pommel is oviform 
and hollow, the shell oval, the quillons straight, the whole pierced with a spiral 
scroll design, very typically English, though most commonly found on the silver-hilted 
swords of the early years of George III. (See Wallace Collection, No. 1190 in the 
Catalogue.) The grip is of wood, bound with blued steel. The blade is 33 in. long, 
and of the “ Conishmarde ” type ; upon it are remains of etchings, now considerably 
rubbed. 

524— A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century . 

The hilt, which has a foundation of copper, is entirely set, inclusive of the grip, with 
dark sapphire strasse or crystal glass, which, though far from serviceable, renders the hilt 
extremely rich in appearance, as the stones scintillate with a purple colour by artificial 
light. The blade is 34 in. long, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt ; it is apparently 
of German manufacture. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin and mounted 
with blued steel. This sword, although unsigned, appears to be the work of Thomas 
Gray, of Sackville Street. 

525— A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18M Century. 

The pommel, the knuckle-guard, the ricasso and end to the quillon are hollow, pierced 
with a design of spiral scrolls, crossed by chevron bands. The grip of wood, bound 
with silver wire. The whole surface of the hilt has been painted black for mourning 
wear. The blade is 34^ in. long, triangular in section, and etched with scroll-work at 
the hilt. The scabbard is of black leather, with painted mounts. 

526— A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early iqth Century . 

This sword was bought from the maker to be worn at the funeral of the Princess 
Amelia on the 13 th of November, 1810. 

The hilt is without decoration and in its latest form. The surface is painted black. 
The blade is 34^ in. long, triangular in section, etched and gilt near the hilt with 
scroll-work upon a blued ground. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin ; on the 
locket is the name of the maker: Thomas gray, 41, sackville street, w. 
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527— A Mourning “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt, like the sword No. 524, is entirely set with black glass jet-like faceted 
beads, fastened to a hollow copper foundation. The blade is 32^ in. long, of triangular 
section, etched and gilt with a figure of Fame upon a partly blued ground, 

528- A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanships early iqth Century. 

This sword was worn by Mr. Du Pasquier. 

The hilt is sparingly decorated with faceting, and has the Adams vase-shaped pommel. 
The surface is painted black. The blade is 30^ in. long, triangular in section, slightly 
etched with scroll-work. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin. 


529— A Mourning “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , first years of the iqth Century. 

The hilt is of copper, chased with a quilted decoration, the surface painted black. 
The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 34! in. long, triangular in 
section, etched with scroll-work at the hilt. The scabbard is covered with black 
sole-skin ; the mounts are of blackened copper. 

530— A “ Small ” Sword. 

The hilt is of French workmanship , second quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The form of the steel hilt shews but a very slight variation from the accepted Louis XIV. 
type—the small double shells, the strongly-developed pas d’dne, and somewhat baluster¬ 
shaped ricasso. The decoration is in the severer Regence school. The workmanship 
is excellent. Upon the principal parts, in oval shields chiselled in low relief, are profile 
heads of the Caesars, the field upon which they are worked being of finely matted gold; 
this is broken in places by somewhat stunted scrolls, reserved in the burnished steel. 
The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver wire and ribbon. The blade now in the 

hilt is 27^ in. long, and has apparently been somewhat shortened from its original 

length ; it is triangular in section, deeply etched with scroll- and strap-work, and at the 
hilt fully gilt, the remainder of the length etched with busts, figures of Cupid and 

scroll-work, and the motto la loie est mon soleil twice repeated. The scabbard is 

of white vellum, with mounts of steel chased and gilt, made to match the hilt. On 
the back of the locket, in pricked letters, is the scabbard-maker’s name, bland, from 
whom this sword was bought. 
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i-A “Small” Sword. 

French {Paris) workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

The steel hilt is of the characteristic French type, the single quillon finishing in a 
dolphin’s head, holding in its mouth a ball. The style of the ornamentation may come 
under the heading known as gros Louis XVI., a combination of the florid Louis XV., 
and the more sober Louis XVI. tastes. Upon either side of the shells, upon the ricasso, 
upon the knuckle-guard and upon the pommel are groups of military, geographical, 
artistic and hunting trophies in scroll-work frames ; those upon the shells are surmounted 
by the Royal Crown of France. Upon other exposed portions of the hilt are small 
genre subjects of shepherdesses and hunters. The floral decorations of the hilt are in 
single pendent sprays. The whole work is most accurately chiselled in the burnished 
steel, having a gold overlaid field that is worked to a matted surface of various degrees 
of granulation. The grip of wood, bound with silver-wire. The blade is 32! in. long, 
of triangular section, etched at the hilt with a figure of Cupid, and scroll-work gilt 
upon a blued ground. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, having its 
three original steel mounts chiselled and overlaid with gold to match the hilt. 


2—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French {Paris) workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

Although unfortunately both unsigned, this sword and the last described, No. 531, are 
by the same hand. Exact similarity is noticeable in the conception of the ornamentation 
and the method of working it. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The 
blade is 32 in. long, of triangular section, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt, introducing 
the inscription : le court, fourbisseur du roi, rue st. honore, pres celle des poulies au 
grand monarque a Paris. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, and has its 
three original steel and gold mounts, upon the locket of which bland, of sr. james’, has 
inscribed his name. The name upon the blade must be looked upon as that of the 
purveyor of the sword rather than of the artist-armourer whose work it is. The 
decoration and workmanship of this pretty sword-hilt, superb as it is in quality, is not 
unusual, and shows no particular fertility of design. Its condition is all that could be 
desired. 


3—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French {Paris) workmanship, first half of the 18M Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection in 1817 by Mr. Stace, of Woolwich. 

The steel hilt is of the French Regence type, both as regards form and decoration. 
The whole surface chiselled in low relief with Beranesque scroll-work, the reserved 
steel surfaces being brilliantly blued upon a ground that is overlaid with gold, and finely 
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matted ; the grip, which is full bombe in the centre, being covered with silver wire and 
ribbon. The blade is 30^ in. long, of triangular section, and etched at the hilt. 

534— A u Small ” Sword. 

French workmanship , last quarter of the 18 th Century . 

The steel hilt has all the features of the last period of the “ small ” sword : the flat oval 
shell, small pas d'ane, and the small oviform pommel. The knuckle-guard and the shell 
have bands of oval piercings : these are relieved by bands chiselled with continuous floral 
garlands, the groundwork overlaid with gold, and matted. The grip of wood, bound 
with silver wire and ribbon. The blade is 32 in. long, of triangular section, and slightly 
etched with scroll-work. 

535— A “Small” Sword. 

French workmanships middle of the 1 %th Century . 

The steel hilt is in the fashion of the early years of the reign of Louis XVI. The 
decoration is peculiar, having all its surfaces divided into large panels each completely 
seme with small hemispherical knobs, that are not applied but chiselled from the solid 
surface. The gold ground upon which they rest is engraved with a trellis design. 
The grip of wood, bound with gold wire and narrow steel ribbons, enriched with 
gold rosettes. The blade is 33^ in. long, of triangular section, etched, gilt and 
brilliantly blued at the hilt, and inscribed le court, fourbisseur du roi, rue st. honore, 
pres celle des poulies a paris ; on the reverse side is the inscription de la marque des 
mouchettes, A soLiNGEN. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, and has two 
mounts chiselled and gilt in like manner to the hilt ; at the back of the locket is pricked 
the inscription devaux, place des trois maries. It seems likely that Devaux was the 
chiseller of the hilt, as the inscription is lightly pricked upon the locket in a contemporary 
hand. The inscription upon the blade, like that on No. 532, simply denotes the 
swordsmith who supplied it. [See Plate 24. 

536— A u Small ” Sword. 

French [Paris) workmanships middle of the 18 th Century . 

The steel hilt is in the fashion of the early years of the reign of Louis XVI., though 
the decoration seems still to retain a slight influence of the Regence style, but marred 
by its somewhat small Louis XVI, treatment. Both inside and out, the shells have upon 
them oval panels containing equestrian military subjects; the figures are in late 
17th century costume. Between these oval panels are various suspended trophies, and 
outside this again, frames of scroll-work. This same theme of ornamentation is repeated 
throughout the hilt. Upon the ricasso are two upright panels, each containing a soldier 
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at ease. The chiselling of the steel is of very high quality, and the gold-matted ground 
perfect in its preservation. The grip of wood, bound with gold Turks’ heads and 
wire and a spiral steel ribbon, with gold inlaid rosettes. The blade is 32 in. long, 
triangular in section, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt. The scabbard is covered with 
black sole-skin, the three mounts chiselled to match the hilt. 

537— A “Small” Sword. 

French (Paris) workmanship , middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

This fine sword was bought from the sword-cutler, Bland, of St. James’ Street. 

The steel hilt may possibly be a little earlier in date than the preceding sword, the 
pas d'dne being more strongly developed. For decoration the hilt has chiselled upon 
it suspended trophies of military and other objects, in simple oval frames, which in 
turn are represented as though hung by ribbons. These formal panels are varied by 
tongues of Meissonier-like scroll-work, that radiatingly shoot out, and occupy much 
of the fine gold-plated ground ; around are swags of flowers. The grip of wood, spirally 
bound with silver wire. The condition of this hilt could not be surpassed, being as fresh 
as on the day it left the workman’s hand. The blade is 33 in. long, of triangular 
section, etched with emblematical figures and scroll-work, and gilt upon a blued ground. 
The scabbard is of black sole-skin, with three steel mounts, chiselled and gold-plated like 
the hilt. 

538— A “ Small ” Sword. 

French (Paris) workmanship, middle of the 18 th Century. 

The steel hilt is of almost identical form with the last described ; chiselled upon it in 
high relief are combating equestrian figures, some robed in late 17th century costumes, 
and some classically attired. The end of the quillon and knuckle-guard is formed as 
a monster’s head, holding in its mouth a ball. The pas d’dne is fashioned in the shape 
of two serpents, with intertwisted tails. The whole of the chiselling in relief has a 
brilliantly burnished surface, the ground being overlaid with gold ; the entire field 
worked to a granulation, and in places detailed with inlays of differently coloured golds. 
The grip of wood, spirally bound with gold ribbon wire. The blade is 36 in. long, 
of triangular section, etched and gilt with emblematical figures of “ Fame ” and scroll¬ 
work upon a blued ground. There are also the initials 1. w. m. a solingen. 

539— A “Small” Sword. 

French (Paris) workmanship , middle of the 1 8 th Century. 

The steel hilt of this sword, both in form and method of decoration, almost exactly 
duplicates the preceding sword (No. 538), and is most assuredly by the same hand. 
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The grip also bound with gold wire. The blade is 32^- in. long, of triangular 
section, etched, gilt and blued at the hik, bearing in an oblong panel the following 
inscription : le court, fourbisseur du roi, rue st. honore, pres celle des poulies au 
grand monarque a Paris. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, and has the 
actual three mounts belonging to the hilt. With this magnificent “ small sword,” 
perhaps deservedly ranking among the finest of its kind in existence, no fault can be 
found. In the foremost place it has been designed by an artist whose taste was 
unerring as regards the true balance of ornament. Where chiselling or ornament has 
been placed, the actual work is of the very highest quality of execution. The whole 
is in an astonishing state of preservation, that suggests it can but have come directly 
from the maker’s hand, and finally every part belongs one to the other, the hilt to the 
blade, the blade to the scabbard, and so on. Hardly less beautiful in this Collection, being 
“ small swords” of the same type, are Nos. 538, 537, 536, 535, 532, 531 and 530. 

[See Plate 24. 


>—A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century . 

The hilt, which is of brilliantly burnished steel, including the grip, has all the 
characteristics of the latest form of the “ small ” sword—the oval shell, small pas Pane, 
and small oval pommel. Upon the burnished surface are applied ornaments in the form 
of simple concentric ovals, stars and tiny friezes inlaid in gold of two colours. The 
blade is 33^ in. long and of triangular section, etched, gilt and blued near the hilt, white 
sole-skin scabbard, with ribbed steel mounts, the locket inscribed thomas gray, of sack- 
ville street, from whom this sword was bought for the Royal Collection 


i—A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

Like the above sword, the hilt is in its latest form, but differs in having a vase¬ 
shaped pommel, and in the centre of the knuckle-guard an urn-like formation. The 
whole hilt is most delicately enriched with inlays of gold of many colours, dispersed in 
the following manner :—upon the pommel, swags of flowers and paterae; upon either side 
of the grip, oval panels, the one containing a landscape with bridge and torrent, the other, 
an urn and weeping willow ; upon the knuckle-guard, as already described, an urn, and 
detached bunches of vine foliage ; upon the ricasso, an oval panel containing a nosegay 
of flowers, and upon the shell the rays of a star, and two circular panels with 
urns, festoons of flowers and palm branches. There is also an applied plate of brilliantly 
blued steel. The blade is 31^ in. long, etched along its entire length with arrangements of 
scroll-work, gilt upon a blued ground. There is introduced upon it a figure of Fame. 
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542— A u Small 55 Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt, save a few small details of ornament, is a repetition of No. 540. The blade 
now in the hilt does not belong to it, and has been adapted from a sword of earlier date ; 
it is 3 if in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, grooved, and inscribed sebastion hernandes. 

543- A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanships last years of the 19 th Century. 

This “ small sword ” was purchased from the sword-cutler Foster. It is from 
this original that all Civil Service and Royal Household swords of to-day are 
copied, though with the modern weapon the size of the hilt has shrunk to absurd 
proportions. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, varies somewhat from the usual type, in the 
addition of a second quillon below the knuckle-guard, and the entire disappearance of the 
pas d'ane. The pommel is oviform and flat, the knuckle-guard pierced a jour , the grip of 
square-shaped section. The whole decoration consists of applied gold headings. The blade 
is 33^ in. long, of flattened oval section, etched, gilt and blued at the hilt. The scabbard 
is covered with sole-skin, with mounts of ribbed steel, the locket inscribed foster, st. James’ 

STREET, SWORD CUTLER TO HIS MAJESTV, THE PRINCE OF WALES, AND THE DUKE OF YORK. 

544— A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanships middle of the 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged formerly to Admiral Payne, to whom it was given by 
King George IV., when Prince of Wales. It was presented to the Royal 
Collection in 1808 by Benjamin Jutsham. 

The hilt, which is of silver, is of the usual “ small sword ” type, but curiously constructed, 
for the parts are entirely hollow, and the whole pierced with bands of spiral ornaments, 
upon which are applied hemispherical bosses of gold. The blade is 31! in. long, entirely 
etched with scroll-work introducing emblematical figures of Justice ; these are gilt upon a 
blued ground. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, and has the chape mount 
of silver, with gold hemispherical-headed studs. 

545- -A “ Small ” Sword. 

French workmanships third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The whole hilt, which is fashioned of silver, is in the accepted Louis XVI. form. 
The pommel, the grip, the knuckle-guard, the ricasso and the guard are entirely composed 
of a font of filigree work, having minute oriels of tracery occupying the whole surface. 
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In it are inserted at intervals oval gold plaques, embossed, pierced and chased with figures 
of Mars, Minerva, Victory and Fame, also figures of amorini and various trophies; 
these are executed upon a diaper-pattern ground. The whole is further enriched by 
the addition of gold hemispherical-headed studs. Upon the underside of the shell is 
the Paris hall-mark for 1781. The blade is 33 in. long, etched, gilt and blued its 
whole length. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, and has two of its original 
silver mounts. 

546—A u Small ” Sword. 

The hilt is of Chinese ( Tonkin ) workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt, which is of the Louis XV. type, has been entirely made in Tonkin (China) 
for the European market, and of an alloy that in Japan would be known as Shakudo (an 
alloy of 95 per cent, of copper, 1^ to 4 of gold, 1 to zh of silver, and traces of lead, iron 
and arsenic, the blackened surface being artificially produced.) The decoration employed 
consists of spiral ribbon bands in the reserved surface, dividing wider bands with conven¬ 
tional foliage, and in places small pagoda-like forms. The blade is 32^ in. long, of 
flattened hexagonal section, deeply etched at the hilt with the monogram g. r. iii., 
the crown and the Royal arms gilt upon a blued ground. The pommel to the hilt 
is a modern restoration ; the blade was added in 1901. 


547—A i£ Small ” Sword. 

French [Paris) workmanships the end of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt, of the usual late 18th century type, is entirely fashioned of silver gilt, 
bearing the Paris hall-mark of 1771, the whole surface cast and chased with a small diaper 
design, introducing an even powdering of small hemispherical bosses, framed by a cable- 
pattern border. The blade is 35^ in. long, of triangular section, etched with scroll-work 
and an emblematical figure of Justice. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, with 
its three original mounts. Upon the locket, in small pricked lettering, is the inscription, 

AU PETIT DUNKERQUE, A PARIS. 


548—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French [Paris) workmanships the last quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt, of the same form as the above, is entirely fashioned of gold, bearing the Paris 
hall-mark for 1784. It is decorated with chiselling, executed in slight relief. The designs 
chosen are in that borrowed classic taste that so characteristically marks the epoch of 
Louis XVI. In this case, from a certain formality in the general theme of the decoration, 
a late period of the style is noticeable, differing greatly from the gros Louis XVI. as 
seen in the sword-hilt No. 550, where, though the same emblems, etc,, are used, they 
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are broadly and satisfactorily adapted. Upon the pommel, in the centre of the knuckle- 
guard, upon the ricasso and upon the shells, are introduced oval panels containing various 
trophies. Other portions of the hilt have laurel branches, paterae and headings in low 
relief upon a ground that is worked to a matted surface. The blade is 33 in. long, of 
triangular section, etched, gilt and blued at the hilt. The scabbard is covered with white 
sole-skin, and has its three original gold mounts. 

9—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French (Fan's) workmanship, last quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of exactly similar form to the sword last described, and, like it, is entirely 
fashioned of gold. The ornamentation is also similar, in the late Louis XVI. manner, 
having oval trophies of arms, etc., acanthus foliage, laurel leafage and quasi-classic 
moulding chiselled in gold and further enriched by the various details being inlaid in 
gold of two other colours. The blade is 34 in. long, triangular in section, etched along 
its entire length with scroll-work, the figure of Justice, etc., gilt upon a blued ground. 
The scabbard, covered with black sole-skin, has two of its original gold mounts. 

[See Plate 24. 

o—A u Small ” Sword. 

French (Paris) workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of the Louis XV. type, and seems to be by the same hand as Nos. 538 and 
539 ; it is entirely of silver gilt. The ornamentation would seem to be transitional, 
having characteristics both of the period of Louis XV. and Louis XVI. The oval panels 
contain battle subjects and figures of Cupid in various guises. On the grip the panel 
is upon a field that is graven with a ray-like ornament. The pas d'ane is fashioned 
like two intertwined serpents. The blade is 334 in. long, of triangular section, blued 
and gilt at the hilt, and bearing the following inscription : le court, fourbisseur du 

ROI, RUE ST. HONORE, PRES CELLE DES POULIES, AU GRAND MONARQUE, A PARIS. The 

scabbard is covered with white sole-skin, and has its three original silver-gilt mounts. 

[See Plate 24. 

i—A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship and fashion , last quarter of the 1 Sth Century. 

This sword was bought from the maker for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt is of the usual George III. form. It is of iron, entirely fire-gilt, the whole 
surface finely chiselled a jour with a chequered basket-pattern ornament, the cross of 
each strand having a minute rosette reserved in the bright steel; the surface brilliantly 
blued. The pommel is hollow, as is the knuckle-guard. The grip of wood, spirally 
bound with silver wire. The blade is 33 in. long, of triangular section, with one flat and 
two hollowed faces ; it is decorated with the Prince of Wales’ leathers, scroll-work and 
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trophies, etched and gilt upon a blued ground, and is further ornamented by a crude 
design being ground away from the surface, showing the exposed brightened steel. Away 
from the hilt the surface is entirely burnished, etched with a design of scroll-work. The 
scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, and has tw r o of the original mounts ; the locket 
inscribed, bland and foster, st. james’s. 

2 — A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century. 

This sword was made by Bland, from whom it was bought for the Royal 
Collection. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of somewhat unusual formation, having a 
hollow vase-shaped pommel, flat quillons widening at the ends, issuing from the short 
ricasso, and an oval shell. The whole hilt is most simply decorated with a pierced 
scale design. The grip is spirally bound with a steel ribbon and silver and gilt wire. 
Attached to the pommel and to one quillon are rings to which formerly hung a blue silk 
ribbon and tassel. The blade is 32^ in. long, grooved, and having its edge waved; 
it would seem to be adapted from a sword of earlier date. The scabbard is now missing ; 
it was of white vellum. 

3— A “ Small ” Sword. 

Apparently of German workmanships and fashion of the 2nd quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was purchased for the Royal Collection, in 1799, from the sword- 
smith Tatham. 

This sword, the pommel and grip of which are of polished grey granite, presents a 
German type of the “small” sword. It dispenses with the shell-guard, in its place 
utilising a form of ring defence, the reminiscence of an earlier weapon. In this case 
all the metal parts of the hilt are composed of silver-gilt. The knuckle-bow is hollow, 
as is also the end of the quillon and the ricasso. The ring-guard widens in the 
centre. The whole is decorated with a composition of scroll-work derived from a 
Louis XV. model, introducing in its principal parts combats of boars and boar-hounds. 
The blade is 27! in. long, of flattened, diamond-shaped section, grooved, and having 

a series of emblems stamped upon it, also scroll-work entirely gilt. The scabbard is 
of brown leather, with two silver-gilt mounts ; upon the locket is pricked the inscription : 
trior, lavs hololan. A hook is also attached. In the old Inventory appears the 
note that “This sword was worn by Louis the Fourteenth, probably, from its size, when 
a youth.” This interesting statement must, however, be unfortunately set aside, for 
the sword in itself is not of sufficiently early date to have been worn by “ le Roi 

Soleil.” It may have been worn by Louis XV., though that would appear unlikely, 

for, though the belt is tastefully designed, it is of ordinary workmanship, and typically 

German in form and manufacture. 
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554—A “Small” Sword, 

English ’workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

Bought from the maker for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt is of burnished steel and of a typically late English form, having the 
oviform pommel, and straight quiilons ending in cone-shaped knobs; there is no knuckle- 
guard, but rings for a chain-knot, plain oval shell; the ornamentation is extremely 
simple, depending on faceting and applied Garter-star ornaments ; wooden grip, bound 
with steel and silver wire. The blade is 32^ in. long and of triangular section, etched 
with scroll-work and the emblematical figure of Fame. White vellum scabbard, with 
steel mounts, the locket pricked with the name bland, st. james. 


555—A “Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , end of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was worn by King George III., and was brought from Buckingham 
House in 1820. Bought from the makers. 

The hilt, of burnished steel, presents a somewhat different type of the “ small ” 
sword, and, like No. 553, is of German fashion; it has no shell, but a simple ring-guard. 
The oviform pommel and other parts of the hilt are faceted. The grip of wood, 
bound with silver wire. The blade is 30!- in. long and of triangular section, widening 
at the hilt after the manner of the Conishmarde blade, etched with scroll-work ; the 
sheath is of white vellum, with steel mounts. The locket is pricked with the name 

BLAND, ST. JAMES, 


556-A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early years of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by John Ewen, Esq., of 
Aberdeen. With it came the tradition that it was the sword worn by the 
Chevalier St. George as a “ dress ” sword when he was in Scotland in the 
year 1715, and also worn by his son Charles Stewart, the Pretender, in the 
years 1745 and 1746. 

The hilt is of steel, and shows the first stage in the evolution from the serviceable 
Charles II. type to the merely ornamental weapon of later date. The pommel is melon¬ 
shaped, the shells small, the pas d'dne and ricasso strongly developed. The whole surface 
is gilt, but having bands and scrolls reserved in the steel, brilliantly blued ; portions of 
the ground are worked to a matted surface. The grip of wood, bound with silver 
wire. The blade is 28f in. long, and of triangular section. The scabbard is of vellum, 
dyed black ; it has its three original mounts. 
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557—A u Small ” Sword. 

Probably of English workmanship , second half of the 18 th Century. The hilt appears 
to be of rather later date. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection in 1813 by Lord Fife. A 
note in the old Inventory is not without interest: “The Honourable Robert 
Curzon remembers the barbed rapier well, and feels sure it was found at the 
bed-head of Don Manuel de Godoy, Prince of Peace.” 

The hilt, which is of faceted cut-steel, shows no peculiarity, being constructed upon 
an iron core; the grip and pommel are pierced a jour. There is no knuckle-guard, 
but in its place was originally a chain knot. The blade is 33^ in. long and of cruci¬ 
form section ; upon each of the four faces, at regular intervals of 3^ in., are eight 
small, hinged, barbed blades ; these lie parallel with the main blade when at rest in the 
scabbard, but on the blade being drawn fly out at an obtuse angle from the central 
blade point. The uselessness of this grotesque armament is at once apparent, for once 
thrust into a body the weapon could not be withdrawn, owing to the angle at which 
these shark-teeth-like minor blades are set on. It must be rather the work of some 
clever mechanic than that of an ordinary swordsmith. The scabbard is entirely of steel, 
with an applied chape, locket and ferrule. 


558 & 559-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Lord Rivers in 1824. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, almost entirely overlaid with plates of silver, embossed 
and surface chased with various war-like trophies, the Standard of St. George, etc., 
upon a groundwork engraved with a diaper pattern. The locks and barrels are, in 
each case, in one. There is a turned moulding at the ends of the muzzles; the actual 
length of the barrels is 5 in. The locks are on the ordinary flint-and-steel principle ; 
they bear, engraved on a ribbon, the name of the maker : barbar, of London. 


5 60-A Sash. 

Used in the French Heavy Cavalry under Napoleon I. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by General Stuart in 1810. 

It is 8 in. wide, and made of gold and crimson network, lined with scarlet silk ; at 
the ends are two large bullion tassels. 
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561—A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanships middle of the 18 th Century . 

This sword was worn by King George III. It was presented to the Royal 
Collection in 1820, by Mr. Bott. 

The hilt is fashioned of silver, and bears the London hall-mark for the year 1755, 
and maker’s mark, 1. B. (john bayley). The pommel and the ricasso are hollow, and 
have designs of various trophies of arms chased and pierced upon them ; this is also 
repeated upon the shells ; the knuckle-guard and pas d'dne are spirally fluted. The grip 
of wood, bound with silver wire and ribbon. The blade is 33 in. long, and of 
Conishmarde form, etched at the hilt with strapwork and scrolls. The scabbard is 
covered with white sole-skin ; it has two of its original silver mounts. Upon the locket 
is pricked the name bland, st. james. 


562—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French workmanships middle °f ^ ie 1 8//z Century, 

The hilt, which is of silver, bearing the Paris hall-mark for 1778, shows the 
regulation or military type of the “ small ” sword as opposed to the civil weapon ; the 
proportions are larger and more serviceable. From the ferrule mount of the scabbard 
being much worn, it is apparent that the weapon has been suspended by long sword- 
straps, as with the regulation infantry sword of to-day. The whole decoration of the 
silver work consists of broadly-treated spiral flutings. The grip is of wood, bound with 
silver wire. The blade is 33 in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, widening at 
the hilt in the manner of the Conishmarde blades; it is blued and gilt with various 
ornaments, introducing the inscription, phillip w^ffner m° fourbisseur, a geneve. 
The scabbard is of black leather, and has its mounts of steel overlaid with silver plate. 


5 63—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French {Pans) workmanship , late 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt, which simulates the English George III. type, both in form and -decoration, 
is entirely of silver, but bears the Paris hall-mark for the year 1783. All the principal 
parts are hollow, and pierced with a small diaper-beaded design, with curious applied 
mouldings of spirally-twisted wire. The blade is 34^ in. long, of triangular section, 
etched with scroll-work and the inscription le court, fourbisseur du roy, rue st. 
HONORE, PRES CELLE DES POULIES, AU GRAND MONARQUE, A PARIS, The Scabbard is of 
sole-skin dyed black, with the original silver locket remaining. 
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564—A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Bought from the maker for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt, like that of the preceding sword, is entirely of silver, and of the same form, 
but of English make, bearing maker’s mark, 1. f. {jno. fayle, circa 1775). All the 
principal parts are hollow, and pierced a jour with a minute diaper design, edged with 
faceted beading. The blade is 34^ in. long, of triangular section, its whole length 
seme de /yr, gilt upon a blued ground. The scabbard is of sole-skin dyed black, with 
silver locket and chape, the locket inscribed gray and son, bond street. 


565-A “Small” Sword. 

Possibly op Dutch workmanship , first years of the 1 8 th Century. 

It is said this small sword belonged to King William III., a statement that must 
be left to the credulity of the reader. Presented to the Royal Collection by 
G. L. Blunt, Esq., in 1810. 

This hilt, like No. 556, is of the accepted Charles II. type. The hilt is of steel, 
chiselled with rather confused groups of combating horsemen, the groundwork being matted 
and gilt. The grip, of wood, bound with silver wire and steel ribbon (blued), would seem 
to be of later date. The blade is 32 in. long, and of triangular section ; the scabbard is of 
white tooled vellum, with the three mounts made to match the hilt, but again, of later 
workmanship. 


566—A “ Small ” Sword. 

French (Paris') workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection in 1817 by Mr. Stace, of 
Woolwich. 

The hilt, which is of steel, is of the usual Louis XV. French type, both in form and 
decoration, having hunting subjects chiselled in relief upon a ground that is overlaid with 
gold and worked to a matted surface. The grip is of wood, bound with silver wire and 
ribbon. The blade is 29 in. long and of triangular section. 


567—A Cabasset Helmet. 

Belonging to the Half-Suit No. 574. 

Around the base of the skull-piece is a series of rivets, with octofoi 1-shaped washers, that 
formerly held the lining in position. [See Plate 26. 
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PLATE 25 



N? 8 0. A CHANFRON OR DEFENCE FOH THE HORSES HEAD. 

BELONGING TO SUIT N?677. SAID TO HAVE BELONGED TO CHARLES PRINCE OF WALES 

N*? 85. AN ELBOW GUARD FOR TILTING.BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 

N? 578. A RONDEL OF A LANCE. BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 

N? 784. A VOLANT-PIECE FOR TILTING. BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 


N?84 A CHANFRON OR DEFENCE FOR THE HORSES HEAD. 
BELONGING TO SUIT N®810. SAID TO HAVE BEEN MADE FOR PRINCE RUPERT 

N9 89 . AN ELBOW-GUARD. FOR TILTING BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N? 570. A VOLANT-PIECE. FOR TILTING BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N? 589. A RONDEL OF A LANCE, BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
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568 & 569—A Buckle and Belt. 

Presented by the Prince Regent (King George IV.) to the Archduke Michael 
of Russia, October 6th, 1818. 

The buckle appears to be of English workmanship, and would date within the last years 
of the 18th century ; in outline it is of rococo scroll form, borrowed from the French 
fashion of Louis XV. The surface is chiselled in low relief with interlaced scroll-work and 
a trophy of arms, the field matted and gilt. The belt is of green velvet, bordered with 
silver lace. The sword fitted into an upright frog. 


570—A Grand-Guard or Volant-Piece for Tilting. 

Belonging to the Suit No. 810, said to have belonged to Prince Rupert. 

[&e Plate 25. 


5 71 -A Dog Collar. 

Of copper gilt, lined with red morocco leather, and showing beneath the piercing 
pale blue velvet. Fastened by a padlock. Engraved upon it in parts are the Royal crown 
and simple classic mouldings. Occupying the whole surface and pierced around it runs 
the following inscription : this dog belongs to his royal highness george Augustus, 
prince of wales, 1715. The collar was made by Bodely, of London. 


572 & 576-Lengthening Tassets. 

Each composed of five plates, belonging to the harness No. 808, made by Jacob 
Topf or Jacobe for Sir Christopher Hatton. [ See Plate 37. 


573 & 575—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish , early 19 t/i Century. 

These stirrups are entirely composed of copper gilt, and are fashioned on the lines of the 
Moorish stirrup of to-day. The decoration utilised upon them is borrowed from the French 
style of the period of Louis XV. 


574—A Suit of Armour, finishing at the waist. 

Proportioned for a boy of ten or twelve years of age. 

Italian workmanships Jirst quarter of the \jth Century , possibly the work of the 
armourer Hieronimus Spacini, of Milan. 

No record of this suit appears in the old Inventories, and it is somewhat difficult to 
determine whether it ever formed part of the Carlton House Armoury. It seems 
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more likely that it has always remained in Windsor Castle, being in the 
magazine of arms spoken of by Joseph Pote in 1749, as so beautifully disposed 
by Mr. Harris, master-gunner of the Castle, in the King’s Guard Chamber. From 
its richness of manufacture, from the fashion of its make, and from its extremely 
small proportions, it is likely to have been made for Henry, Prince of 
Wales. This is but a supposition. 

The parts consist of the Breastplate, of characteristic simple 17th century form, with 
slight tapul, flanging out below in order to form the top plate of the taces; the Backplate, 
of similar construction to the breastplate; the Gorget, of three plates; the Pauldrons; the 
Rere and Vambraces ; extremely small Coudieres, with the additional laminated plates 
guarding the inner bend of the arms; Fingered Gauntlets, with bell-shaped cuffs (the 
fingers now wanting) ; Tassets, each of a single plate ; and closed Helmet, the skullpiece of 
which has a low comb, its vizor (pierced with the ocularium) extending well over the fore¬ 
head and so reinforcing it. The bevor is thick, and pierced with a circular arrangement of 
holes for breathing purposes, on the right side only ; it is kept fastened, when lowered, by a 
turning screw on the right side. The chin-piece opens down the side, and is attached to 
the skull-piece by an iron strap and screw-nut, the lower edge of the helmet being turned 
under to form a hollow tube, which fits upon the out-turned edge of the top of the gorget, 
ensuring a free rotary movement of the head. 

The surface decoration of this fine little harness, certainly the most ornate in the Royal 
Collection, is arranged in the following manner : the whole of the exposed steel surfaces are 
blued, and upon this field, dispersed evenly over the suit, are bands one inch thick, running 
parallel one with the other, but meeting in the centre of the breast and back-plate to form 
chevrons. These bands have upon them, outlined in incrusted silver pointing, a continuous 
series of oval and oblong hexagonal panels, the interiors of which are entirely gilt. Each 
panel is also drilled with four holes, by which was formerly attached some applied ornament 
of precious metal, since despoiled for its intrinsic worth. The bands, on the ground of which 
these little cartels are placed, alternate, the one band being of plain blued steel, the other 
beside it occupied almost entirely by very minute scroll-work, executed in gold azzimina 
damascening. These broad bands are divided by narrower bands, each three-eighths of 
an inch wide, decorated with a punched and silvered design, borrowed from the classic 
serpentine moulding; this is bordered on either side by a double line composed of small 
dots. The borders of the various plates have, around them, a series of brass, hemispherical¬ 
headed rivets, that formerly retained in position the padded velvet lining. All the buckles 
are damascened with scroll-work in gold azzimina. What these applied enrichments 
were, the fastenings for which appear all over the surface of the suit, it is now almost 
impossible to say, for not one remains, yet there is one little link that perhaps will aid 
us in our conjecture. In certain portions of the suit, where one plate has to fit so 
closely over the other that no space for an applied ornament exists, the oval and 
hexagonal panels have deeply engraved upon them, and fully gilt, a rosette-like form. 
Therefore it is not an unlikely supposition that this rosette ornament was repeated in 
each cartel, but applied in embossed gold, or silver gilt. [See Plate 26. 
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N° 567 


N9 57 4. A SUIT OF ARMOUR FINISHING AT THE W AIS T. 
PROPORTIONED FOR A BOY. ITALIAN WORKMANSHIP FIRST QUARTER OF THE 17™CENTURY 
N ? 567. A CABASSET HELMET BELONGING TO THE SAME SUIT 
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577—The Hilt of a “Small” Sword. 

German workmanship , second quarter of the ijth Century, 

In form the hilt resembles the Charles II. “small” sword, but it is altogether more 
largely proportioned ; the surface is fired to a blue-black colour. The section of the knuckle- 
guard and pas d’dne is hexagonal and flattened. The single quillon swells at the end into 
a pear-like form, engraved with a rosette. The pommel, centre of the knuckle-guard, the 
ricasso, and the under side of the two oval shells are chiselled in the highest relief, and in 
places undercut with companies of cavalry and infantry attacking a tower-like fortress. A 
good deal of vigour is lent to the somewhat coarse chiselling by the exaggerated drawing 
and almost grotesque action of some of the foremost figures. The grip is modern. 


57 8—A Rondel of a Lance. 

Belonging to the Suit No. 677. It is 11 inches in diameter. [, See Plate 25 

579-A Waist-buckle. 

English workmanship , early igth Century, 

In form it is an upright octagonal, having in the centre an oval panel, inlaid with the 
crown and lion in two-coloured golds upon a burnished steel ground. This is surrounded 
by the Garter in blued steel, with the motto inlaid in gold. Beyond this are the Garter- 
star rays in gold of two colours ; the remainder of the surface is pierced with a scale 
ornament, and in places touched with gold inlay. 

This extremely fine piece of English, early 19th century steel-work was made for 
presentation to the Archduke Michael of Russia in 1818 at Dover, by order of the Prince 
Regent (George IV.), but it did not arrive in time, the Duke having sailed. It was 
therefore placed in the Royal Armoury at Carlton House. [See Plate 39. 


580-An Open Helmet, of the Morion type. 

Its nationality is very uncertain; the date is probably about the middle of the 
1 6th Century. 

It is entirely forged in one piece, the skull having a low comb of V-shaped section, which 
finishes in a roped edge, as does also the brim of the helmet ; this curves somewhat down¬ 
wards. The whole surface was originally fire-gilt, and is decorated in embossing and surface 
chasing, utilised in the following manner:—Two spiral tendrils start from either extremity 
of the base of the skull-piece, in the middle of which they unite together, having between 
them a double acanthus-leaf-like form ; this is repeated on either side of the skull. At the 
base of the principal comb is a narrow embossed comb ridge, and at the edge of the brim a 
sunken band. Around the base of the skull-piece is a series of rivets, with stamped and 

169 


z 


Windsor Collection. 


ornamented brass washers. These formerly held in position the linen lining, fragments of 
which still remain in the interior. At the back, on the left side, is a tube for holding a 
plume ; this is protected by a shield-shaped plate, upon which is etched a representation of 
the Last Supper, in which the figure of Christ is in the attitude of blessing. Above this 
runs the inscription lavdamvs te. The helmet is 8^ in. high. 

This interesting headpiece, of which there is no record in the old Inventories, was in 1901 
found in an unused store-room in the Round Tower. The room is now converted into a 
strong-room and numbered 656. It was formerly used as a receptacle for what was 
considered useless material, but from which much of interest and value has been recovered. 


581 & 582—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English ( London ) workmanship , late 18 th Century . 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, incrusted with scroll-work in silver wire, and with 
pommel caps of silver, chased with figures of Victory. They have also upon them the 
monogram G. R., surrounded by the ribbon of the Garter, and surmounted by a crown. The 
silver work bears the maker’s mark, 1. k. (jno. king, circa 1790). The barrels are 7 in. 
long, formed in conjunction with the locks, each engraved at the breech with scroll-work 
and flowers of French Louis XV, origin, introducing in oval panels the name of the makers, 
griffin and tow, of London. The locks are of the usual flint-and-steel action, but with 
the additional safety-guard of having a sliding latch that effectually fastens with a small bolt 
the “ steel ” of the lock. 


583—A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The foundation plate is of silver, and oval in form ; to this is applied an oval lozenge, 
surrounded by the Garter and surmounted by a crown, with laurel branches below in silver 
gilt. The motto of the Garter is pierced, showing beneath a ground of translucent blue 
enamel. In the centre of the lozenge is again applied the Prince of Wales’ feathers, the 
crown, and the ribbon bearing the motto ich dien ; this is in plain silver. 


584—A Sabre. 

French (Paris) workmanship , last years of the 1 Wi Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by the Duke of Sussex in 1807, 
with a note to the effect that “ This sabre belonged formerly to the French 
officer. General Moreau. It was his favourite sword, and was worn by him 
during his retreat through the Black Forest, Germany.” 

The form is most directly copied from the Persian Shamsher , scimitar. All the mounts 
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are of silver, bearing the Paris hall-mark for the year 1797. The quillons are straight, and 
end in pear-shaped lobes, the pommel of pistol-butt-like form, finishing in the chasing of 
a lion’s mask, from the tongue of which to the quillon below was formerly attached a 
chain. The grip of dark horn, carved with cross-hatching. The chased ornaments upon 
the silver work are of a classic character. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged and 
curved, apparently of Persian workmanship ; it is grooved, fluted in rows of two 
and three, and gilt at the extreme hilt. The whole surface has a damascened, watered 
appearance. The scabbard is of wood, covered with black leather, with deep silver 
locket and ferrule of silver, also two rings for suspension ; these are all of Eastern 
fashion, but are chased with scrolls and leafage upon a matted ground. In a panel upon 
the locket is applied a group of two hussars fighting, and upon the ferrule another 
representing Neptune in a chariot drawn by two sea-horses ; a wreck is seen in the 
background. 

585-A Sabre. 

French workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt, which is fashioned on Oriental lines, is entirely of silver, partly gilt ; as also 
are the three scabbard mounts. The grip and pommel are in one, and of pistol form ; 
they finish in a helmeted male head. The quillons are of scroll outline, and terminate 
similarly to the pommel. The pommel and one quillon are joined by a double twisted 
chain. The whole surface of the hilt, also of the scabbard-mounts, is broken up by 
variously shaped panels, introducing classic and contemporary (with the sword) battle 
subjects ; these are framed by compositions of scroll and shell-work, all in low relief, 
upon a gilded ground, and in a school of ornament founded by the metal-worker Caffieri. 
The blade is 31^ in. long, curved and back-edged, except at the point, where it widens 
to a double-edge ; it is of Persian manufacture. The scabbard is of wood, covered with 
black leather, with three mounts of silver already described. The rings for suspension 
are fashioned as serpents holding their tails in their mouths. Upon the locket is the 
name of the maker : Joseph liebel, A folies. 

5 8 6-A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanship , 19//2 Century. 

The main plate is rectangular in form, and fashioned of copper gilt ; upon it is applied 
in silver the reversed cipher w. r. iv., surmounted by a crown enclosed with garlands 
of laurels ; a ribbon below, bearing the motto dieu et mon droit. 

587 & 588—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships middle of the 18/// Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with armorial trophies and scroll-work in silver, inlaid 
level with the surface ; the butts are capped with silver grotesque masks, embossed and 
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chased, bearing the maker’s mark i. a. {jeconiah ashley, circa 1740). Overlaid upon the 
upper part of the stocks are oval cartouches, one engraved with a crown and lion, the 
other with the Prince of Wales’feathers and motto; both are surrounded by the Garter, 
and each surmounted by a Prince’s and Sovereign’s crown respectively. The barrels are 
7 in. long, widening somewhat at the muzzles ; they are in one piece with the locks, 
which are engraved with scroll-shaped labels, bearing the names of two different makers : 
griffin and columbell, of London. The action is simple flint-and-steel, but having the 
safety-catch. 

589- The Rondel of a Lance. 

Belonging to the Suit No. 810. Said to have belonged to Prince Rupert. It is 12 in. 
in diameter. [ See Plate 25. 

590- A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was bought from its maker, Bland, of St. James’. 

The formation of this sword-hilt differs greatly from the usual “small” sword; it is 
a modified version of the 16th or early 17th century “swept” hiked rapier. With 
one other in this collection, No. 591, it shows us a hilt that it is safe to say is unique. 
Possibly it was constructed to be worn with some semi-fanciful costume of the early 
17th century Vandyke type, such as Cosway the miniaturist, or Sir Joshua Reynolds so 
often depicted. In the present instance the hilt is constructed of burnished steel, having 
a large oviform pommel, flattened knuckle-guard, single bar, straight quillons ending in 
baluster-like finials, and pronounced pas-cPane. It is free from decoration, save fluting 
upon the pommel, and oval concave panels at intervals throughout the hilt. The grip of 
wood, bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 34! in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped 
section, and with traces of scroll-etching at the hilt. 

591- A “Small” Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18 th Century. The blade is Dutch, bearing 
the date 1685. 

This sword was bought from Bland (the probable maker of the hilt) for the 
Royal Collection. 

Like the one previously described, this shows no similarity with the usual small sword, 
but, as already suggested, was developed from the earlier “ swept hilt.” It differs 
somewhat from No. 590, as no quillons appear between the knuckle-guard and pas d’dne. 
The decoration is exactly similar. The surface in this case has been entirely plated 
with silver. The grip of wood, bound with copper wire. The blade is 3 6J in. long, 
of flattened hexagonal section, grooved and inscribed Amsterdam, anno 1685. 
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592—A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century, 

It is almost identical in make with No, 586, save that the cipher in the centre is 
composed of the letters G. R. 


593 & 594—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with caps of silver chased with masks and formal 
flowers. They have also inlaid upon them scroll-shaped silver escutcheons. The barrels 
are 5^ in. long, and in one piece with the locks, which bear the name of the makers on 
a ribbon-shaped band : griffin and tow, London. The action is simple flint-and-steel. 


595-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This sabre was bought for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, chased and pierced a jour. As a weapon this sabre 
is badly constructed and poorly proportioned, the blade being adapted to the hilt, and 
set at a curiously uncomfortable angle. The pommel is cap-like, and fits upon the 
top of the waved ebony grip. The ricasso is long and curved ; on either side are 
applied the short flat quillons, each curving in the reverse direction. For decoration 
conventional laurels are used, and the Garter star, while the panel upon the ricasso has 
applied to it the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver-gilt. An inverted crown-like finial 
to the hilt fits over the locket of the scabbard. The blade is 30 in. long, of Persian 
manufacture, strongly curved and back-edged, decorated with Koft Gari gold enrichment 
at the hilt, and, a little distance up, inlaid with a Cufic inscription. The scabbard is of 
black tooled leather, with steel lock, chape and ferrule, engraved with trophies. Upon 
the locket is the maker’s name, bland, sword-cutler to his majesty, st. james’ street. 


5 9 6-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , late 18 th or early 19 th Century. 

This sabre was bought for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

The hilt formation, from its pommels and short, flat curved quillons, seems to have 
been borrowed from the Polish sabres of the 17th and 18th centuries, although the 
decoration of pierced scale pattern is most distinctive as English sword-cutler’s work of 
the latter part of the 18th century. To the front face of the quillons is applied a 
Turkish crescent moon in copper-gilt. The grip is of ivory, fluted in chevron bands 
and studded with silver-gilt-headed rivets. From the pommel to the quillon was originally 
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the sword-knot. The blade is 2B-J- in. long, back-edged, curved, and slightly hollowed 
on either face ; also drilled with a continuous arrangement of dots, in imitation of an 
Indian blade. The scabbard is of tooled white vellum, with three mounts pierced with 
scroll-work, showing black velvet beneath. The locket bears the name of the maker, 

BLAND, ST. JAMES*. 

597-A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , early iqth Century. 

The hilt is of the usual late form, with vase-shaped pommel and oval shell ; it has 
been painted black for mourning purposes. The blade is 34 in. long, slender and 
triangular in section, blued and gilt at the hilt, with the inscription vive le Ror, The 
scabbard is of blackened sole-skin, with locket and ferrule-mount painted black. 


598— A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

It is of copper-gilt, oval and convex, engraved with the figure of St. Andrew, the 
motto nemo me impune lacessit, and the badge of the 42nd Regiment, now the Black 
Watch. 

599— A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

It is of copper-gilt, of oblong octagonal outline, curved to fit the body ; applied to it 
are the letters G. R., surmounted by a crown. 

600— A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

It is of a regulation type, the hilt of burnished steel, the grip of w r ood, bound with 
silver wire and ribbon. The blade is 31 in. long, back-edged, and hollowed on either 
face ; on its back-edge is engraved the name j. f. raab. The scabbard is covered with 
black leather, with three steel mounts. This sword was worn with uniform, but the 
hilt is an adaptation of the German type of civil “ small sword.” See No. 555. 

601— A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 1 8 th or early 19 th Century. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of exactly similar form to the last described, 
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though in this case it is a civil rather than a military ornament. The hilt is simply 
decorated with faceting, the grip of wood spirally bound with silver wire. The blade is 
354 in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, widening considerably at the hilt, where it is 
etched with scroll-work. The scabbard is covered with black leather, tooled with lines. 
It has three original steel mounts ; upon the locket is engraved the name of the maker, 

BLAND, of ST. JAMES*. 

602—A Spur. 

English workmanships second quarter of the \yth Century. 

It is fashioned of brass, formerly gilt, the heel-strap ridged down the centre. The 
neck, commencing in a spherical knob, slopes suddenly at an obtuse angle. The rowel 
is missing ; one buckle is attached. From the condition of the surface, this spur has 
in all probability been exhumated. 


603— The Grip of a Hunting-knife. 

German (?) workmanships early 19 th Century. 

The grip is composed of buckhorn, tapering from the pommel to the base. It is 
carved in relief on one side with a hunting trophy, surmounted by an eagle with 
outstretched wings, and a laurel wreath ; on the other side a branch of oak foliage and 
a ribbon. The groundwork is carved, and stained to represent the natural surface of 
the horn. 

604- Portions of a “ Small ” Sword-hilt. 

French workmanship , early 18 th Century. 

The hilt, which is in an unfinished state, is of the French Regence type, but pommel 
and grip are missing. It is of steel, showing many file and chisel marks. No burnished 
surfaces are yet attempted, and the inlays of gold, no doubt intended, are not commenced ; 
the subjects chosen for its enrichment are compositions of various equestrian battle scenes. 


605—A Presentation Sword. 

Probably English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

This sword, which can have been made for no other purpose than as a presenta¬ 
tion sword of honour, was bought from Bland, of St. James’, for the Royal 
Collection. 

The grotesque, misshapen hilt of this curious sword, though of fine workmanship, 
is eminently unsatisfactory in design, from its at once apparent uselessness. The pommel, 
of burnished steel, is fashioned as a helmet, through the vizor-bars of which is seen the 
bearded face of a warrior ; this is in copper gilt. The pommel fits, cap-like, the top of 
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the grip of ebony, which tapers. Towards the quillons it is carved with concentric 
ovals, having as their centre steel plaques engraved with military trophies. The 
quillons are fashioned in the form of a dragon with barbed tongue and tail, its outstretched 
wings forming a shell-like guard. The blade is 38^ in. long, back-edged and hollowed 
on either face, and with a slight ricasso. 

The vizor to the helmet-formed pommel formerly opened and closed, but now, owing 
to a blow the pommel must at one time or another have received, it cannot be made 
to do so, without fear of fracturing the dragon crest of the helmet. 

606— A “ Small ” Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18/// Century. The blade is probably French. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

The hilt in form exactly resembles the swords Nos. 555, 600, 601, the civilian types 
of such a hilt ; it is of steel thickly gilt, with circular piercings in the knuckle-guard, 
bar and end of the quillon. In these holes are burnished, faceted steel balls, each attached 
at such an angle as to be movable. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire and 
spirally bound with cut-steel beads. The blade is 34 ins. long, of flattened hexagonal 
section, except at the hilt, where it is lozenge-shaped ; it is etched with a cross and 
other ornaments and burnished with a star-like form. The scabbard is of vellum, dyed black, 
with its original three mounts. Upon the locket is pricked the name of the maker, 

BLAND, of ST. JAMES’. 

607— A “Small” Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early 19 th Century. The blade is Dutch , and 
dated 1684. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, presents a new type for a small sword, having 
only the plain cruciform guard, and dispensing with the shell or shells. The pommel and 
the ends to the quillons are of faceted baluster form, and a double chain sword-knot is 
attached from the pommel to one quillon. The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver 
wire. The blade is 36 ins. long, of diamond-shaped section, grooved at the hilt and 
inscribed Amsterdam: anno 1684, which shows that it has been adapted to this hilt 
from an earlier sword, as in No. 591. The scabbard of black leather is variously tooled 
with ornaments ; it has its three original mounts of burnished steel. 

608— A Belt-clasp. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This is oval, slightly convex, and of steel, burnished and pierced with a scale ornament; 
around the border is applied a cabling of silver gilt. In the centre, attached by a screw, 
is a gold plate fashioned as an oval lozenge, with an applied lion in the centre; this is 
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surrounded by the Garter, and surmounted by a crown; flags are on either side, and 
kettle-drums below. The whole is enriched with translucent crimson and blue and 
opaque white and opalescent enamels. [&<? Plate 39. 

609-A u Small ” Sword. 

French {Paris) workmanship and fashion , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This represents, perhaps, one of the finest “ small sword ” hilts of its period in 

existence ; it is entirely fashioned of gold, bearing the Paris hall-mark of the year 
1786. In form it shows the typical Court weapon of the latter part of the reign 
of Louis XVI. In decoration, also, it does not depart from the accepted classic 

feeling then prevalent, the feature in the ornamentation being the utilisation of 
opaque and coloured enamels, applied en plein to the surface, the colours chosen 
being bleu-royale and gradations of white, the design selected consisting of oval panels 
dispersed at given intervals about the hilt, each differently enamelled with Cupids in 
various guises, heathen gods and goddesses, and musical and warlike trophies, the 
subjects en camdieu upon a translucent blue scale-pattern ground. Each of these ovals 
has a narrow panel of opaque white enamel. The ground upon which these panels are 
placed is in the reserved gold, worked to a matted surface, and chiselled with vases 
and formal foliage in relief; these have upon them touches of champleve enamel, in 
white and blue. All these various ornaments are framed by outside borders of dark blue 
enamel with conventional laurel leaves in the reserved gold. At intervals are small 
quatrefoil rosettes ; these have outside them narrow white lines. The blade is 34 ins. 

long, of triangular section, etched with detached scroll-work, gilt upon a blued ground 

its entire length. The scabbard is covered with white sole-skin; it still retains the 
original locket mount and ferrule in gold and enamel, [&? Plate 24. 


610—A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanships second half of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was formerly kept among the Coronation regalia of King George IV. 
It was worn by that monarch, but it is undoubtedly of earlier date of 
manufacture ; it has possibly been handed down from George II., the period 
of the latter part of whose reign its fashion represents. It was placed in 
the Windsor Armoury by command of His Majesty King Edward VII. in 
August, 1901. 

This truly magnificent hilt is fashioned on lines chosen from the regulation infantry sword 
of the middle of the r 8th century, and although enriched to its utmost, still retains the 
large proportions of general usefulness. The entire hilt is fashioned of gold, the pommel 
helmet-shaped, with a seated lion as crest; the grip swells in the centre. The knuckle-guard 
is of a broken scroll outline, with a group of flowers in the middle. The ricasso, quillons, and 
pas (Tane are all similarly fashioned of variously composed scroll-work; the quillons end in 
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lions’ heads. The shell is heart-shaped, and slightly concave, the point of the heart turned 
upwards, and fitting over the quillon immediately below the knuckle-guard. The entire 
surface is burnished, chased with waved lines, and below the shell chiselled with shell-like 
ornaments. However, it is to the elaborate setting of fine Brazilian diamonds the hilt owes 
its richness. These are utilised in the following manner :—On the helmet-shaped pommel, 
the rivets of the vizor, also the vizor bar, are formed of large brilliants, and around the crest 
of the helmet is bound a laurel wreath ; this also is of brilliants, as is the lion-shaped 
crest itself. The grip is spirally twisted with a bar of large diamonds; between, is a 
slender spray of smaller brilliants ; in the centre is a shield, which is set with one fine 
stone. Upon the ricasso is a group of formal flowers. Round the knuckle-guard, one 
quillon, and the pas Pane , a wreath of flowers is spirally wound ; this is in diamonds. 
In the inside of the shell are two large trophies of musical instruments and arms; these 

are set in diamonds, some of unusual size; the shell has also a close single border of 

brilliants. The extreme ends of the quillons have upon them, diagonally presented, lions’ 
masks; these are set with small diamonds, with eyes of rubies. The blade is 3of in. long, 
of flattened oval section, enriched with etching, blueing and gilding, arranged in various 
oblong panels, containing alternately sprays of the rose, thistle and shamrock, trophies 
of arms, the monogram g. r. crowned, also other devices. The ground is frosted to a 
grey colour, with the caduceus of Mercury, vases of flowers, and trophies of arms in 
brilliant blue, and the exposed burnished surface. The scabbard is of wood, covered with 
polished black sole-skin ; the locket and the ferrule are of gold, embossed and chased, 
with a wreath of flowers wound spirally upon a waved ground. Upon the ferrule mount 
these wreaths are divided by a single row of brilliants; this is not upon the locket 

mount, for being hung from a “ frog ” belt, it would be concealed. The pear-shaped 

catch, however, is fitted with two large diamonds. [See Plate 27. 


610. A "SMALL" OR COURT SWORD WORN BY KING GEORGE lV T -» 

BUT MADE PROBABLY IN THE MIDDLE Of' THE 18 T - M CENTURY 
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CASE J. 


11-A “ Small ” Sword. 

Probably Neapolitan , first half of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from Bland, of St. James’. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, and of the form seen in the earliest “ small ” sword hilt 
of the end of the 17th century. However, it appears from its decoration to be of later 
date. The strong convex form of the shell, together with its length of ricasso, show 
its Neapolitan origin. The decoration consists of scrolls, trophies and flowers of a 
French Regence character. The grip of wood, spirally bound with copper wire. 
The blade is 39^ in. long and of flattened hexagonal section, stamped with various crosses, 
etc. The scabbard is of black leather with a gilt locket that has the name of bland, 
st. james, in pricked letters upon it. This has been added more recently. 


12—A u Small ” Sword. 

Italian, middle of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of the same form and material as the last described, but free from decoration. 
Wooden grip, bound with copper wire. The blade is 34 in. long, partly of oval and 
partly of diamond-shaped section, slenderly fashioned. It is etched with scroll-work at 
the hilt. 


13—A “ Small ” Sword. 

English 'workmanship , early 19th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, and in its latest form ; upon the pommel and upon the 
ricasso and shells are engraved the Prince of Wales’ feathers. Wooden grip, spirally 
bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 33! in. long, very slender, and of triangular 
section, etched and gilt at the hilt. The scabbard is of black sole-skin, with mounts of 
copper gilt. Upon the locket is engraved the names bland and foster. 
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614—A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18M or early ig//z Century. 

This sword was bought from Bland, of St. James’, for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, and of a characteristic late “small” sword type; it is 
decorated with radiating ftutings; the grip of wood, bound with silver-gilt wire. 
The blade is 35^ in. long, of triangular section, etched, blued, and gilt at the hilt, 
and inscribed, UN ME stiffit—me fecit : solingen. The scabbard is of white vellum, with 
metal gilt mounts, the locket inscribed bland, st. james’. 


6i 5-A “Small” Sword. 

English workmanship and fashion , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, similar to the last described, but engraved with narrow 
bands of ornaments ; the grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 23 in. 
long, of flattened, diamond-shaped section, grooved and inscribed on either side : vn dios, 
vna lei, vn rei. The blade is Spanish, and adapted to the hilt. Black shagreen scabbard, 
with mounts of metal gilt, the locket inscribed bland and foster, st. james’. 


616—A “ Small ” Sword. 

Etiglish workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This small sword was originally the property of Captain Charles Phipps, of the 
Royal Navy, who bequeathed it to Admiral Payne. (Admiral Payne died in 

1803.) The sword was given-by Benjamin Jutsham in 1808 to the Prince 

of Wales for the Royal Collection, 

The hilt is of gold, inclusive of the grip, plainly fashioned and free from ornamentation. 
It bears the lion regardant stamp. The blade is 3if in. long, triangular in section and 

etched with trophies. The scabbard is of parchment, with two mounts of silver gilt; 

the locket inscribed bland and foster, st. james’. 


617-A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt. The pas d'dne formation has disappeared, and the quillon 
and knuckle-bar rest directly upon the shells ; it is decorated in places with engraved 
formal branches. The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver wire. The blade is 
35 in. long, slender, and of triangular section, etched with scrolls at the hilt, gilt upon 
a blued ground. The scabbard is of wood, covered with black sole-skin, gilt locket and 
chape. Upon the locket is engraved the names of bland and foster. 
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618- A “Small” Sword. 

English ’workmanship , last years of the 1 8th Century. 

The hilt, like the preceding sword, is of copper gilt, but differing a little in its formation. 
The pommel is vase-shaped. There are two quillons and double flat shells, joined to the 
knuckle bow by a connecting bar. Besides certain engraved floral work, the shells 
contain oval plaques of translucent bleu-royale enamel, showing a striped field beneath ; 
the surface seme with golden stars. The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver 
wire and ribbons. The blade is 33! in. long, of triangular section, etched, gilt and 
blued at the hilt. The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, with a gilt locket and 
chape ; the locket inscribed bland and foster, sword cutlers to his majesty, the 

PRINCE OF WALES AND THE DUKE OF YORK, ST. JAMES* STREET. 

619- A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanships last years of the 1 8th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt ; in construction and decoration it almost duplicates No. 617. 
The pommel is faceted. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 
33f in. long, of triangular section, etched with scroll-work, blued and gilt at the hilt. 
The scabbard is covered with black sole-skin, gilt locket and chape ; the former inscribed 

BLAND AND FOSTER. 

6 20-A “ Small ” Sword. 

English workmanships late 1 8th or early igth Century. 

This pattern of “small” sword was made to wear with the original Windsor 
uniform. 

The hilt, which is of steel, has a vase-shaped pommel, rectangular knuckle-guard, 
shells connected to the knuckle-guard, and straight quillons. Below the shells is an oval 
cap fitting over the locket of the scabbard ; wood grip, spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. 
The surface is almost entirely blued, with narrow gilt borderings. The blade is 32 in. 
long, of flattened hexagonal section, etched with scroll-work at the hilt. The scabbard 
is covered with black sole-skin, with locket and chape to match the hilt; the former 
inscribed bland and foster, st. james’. 


621-A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship , early igth Century. 

The hilt is of copper-gilt, with oviform pommel, stout knuckle-guard, straight quillons, 
and heart-shaped shell. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 
35 in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, and grooved. The scabbard is of wood, 
with gilt locket and chape ; outside these it is covered with brown leather. 
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62 2—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanships late 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt is exactly of the same formation as No. 621, but fashioned of steel; the grip 
of wood, bound with copper wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened diamond¬ 
shaped section, etched with scroll-work at the hilt, the arms of Great Britain, and the 
monogram G. R., surmounted by a crown, gilt upon a blued ground. Black leather 
scabbard, with two steel hanging lockets and a chape ; the locket inscribed bland and 

FOSTER, ST. JAMES’. 

623—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanships late 18 th Century. 

This sword was worn by King George III. It was presented to the Royal 
Collection by the Duke of Sussex. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of exactly similar formation to the last 
described, but more robust in its construction ; the grip of wood, spirally bound with 
copper wire. The blade has been adapted to the hilt, for it is of considerably earlier 
date, probably the end of the 17th century. It is 34^ in. long, of diamond-shaped 
section, but each face deeply grooved. At the hilt it bears the name of andrea ferrara. 


624—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection in 1790 by the Duke of Kent. 

The hilt, of burnished steel, is similar in every way to the last described ; the grip 
bound with copper wire. The blade is 32! in. long, with a cutting face, and chamfered 
back-edge. It starts with a shoulder, etched at the hilt with a scroll, the Royal arms of 
Great Britain, and the monogram g. R. iii., surmounted by a crown ; all gilt upon a blued 
ground. 


625-A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, almost similar to the last described, with the exception 
of the disappearance of the pas d'dne. The grip of wood, bound with wire. The 
blade is 33^ in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, each face somewhat hollowed ; 
etched at the hilt is a shield of arms and the following inscription : virtutis prjEMIvm 

GLORIA. 
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626-A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship, late x 8 th Century. 

The hilt is of steel, exactly duplicating in form the sword described ; ebony grip, bound 
with iron wire. The blade is 33 in. long, partly of flattened hexagonal section, and 
partly of lozenge form. It starts with a shoulder, in which is a circular sunk panel, applied 
with the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver upon a gilt ground. The blade is also etched 
with a moon and stars. 


627—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, almost similar in form to the one described, but more 
developed in the shell; the grip spirally wound with silver wire. The blade is 34^ in. 
long, and most probably taken from a civil weapon, for it is of that flattened Conishmarde 
form, in general use during the second quarter of the 18th century ; it is etched with 
scroll-work, etc., at the hilt. The scabbard is of black leather, tooled with cross hatching. 
The locket and chape are of burnished steel; the former inscribed bland, st. james’. 


628—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, almost similar in construction to the last described, 
but differing in its vase-shaped pommel; the grip is bound with silver wire and ribbon. 
The blade is 34^ in. long, a duplicate of that in the hilt of the preceding sword. 
The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with two steel suspending lockets and chape, 
the top locket inscribed bland, st. james’. 


629—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The “ frock ” sword for the Prussian Horse Guards. 

The hilt is of the usual type, but fashioned of silver, although unmarked ; wooden grip, 
bound with silver wire. Attached is the original silver lace sword-knot. The blade is 
36^ in. long, of flattened oval section, etched and gilt at the hilt with the crowned 
double-headed eagle and the star of an Order. Black leather scabbard, with a silver 
locket inscribed foster, sword cutler to his majesty, the prince of wales, and the 

DUKE OF YORK, ST. JAMES* STREET. 
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630—A Military Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , and the blade of Toledo make and fashion , late 
18 th Century. 

The hilt is of silver (unmarked), with a faceted vase-shaped pommel, knuckle-bow, 
quillons and large heart-shaped shell. Certain details of the hilt are chased with leafage 
and shell ornaments; these are gilt; copper-wire-bound grip. The blade is 3if in. long, 
of flattened hexagonal section, changing to a flattened diamond section at the hilt. Here 
it is fully gilt, and etched with the Royal arms of Great Britain, the crowned monogram 
g. r. hi., and the inscription, twice repeated, por . dios . por . la . ley . por . el . 

REY. 


631—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English fashion and workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt exactly duplicates that of No. 626, but is executed in silver instead of 
steel ; silver-wire-bound grip. The blade is 33^ in. long, of flattened oval section ; 
it has a shoulder. The scabbard is of black leather, with two suspending locket mounts 
and a chape of silver. The top locket is inscribed foster, st. james’ street, sword 

CUTLER TO HIS MAJESTY, THE PRINCE OF WALES, AND THE DUKE OF YORK. 


632—A Regulation Military Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship and fashion , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, in places chased with leafage, but presenting no difference 
in form to the usual infantry weapon ; silver-wire-bound grip. The blade is 32^ in. 
long, of flattened hexagonal section, inlaid at the hilt with a silver panel inscribed 
me . fecit . potsdam . pro deo et patria . 1 735 * With it is a leather sheath with 
gilt ferrule. 


633—A Regulation Military Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III. It was bought from the sword-cutler, 
R. Johnson, for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt is of the usual type, and fashioned of copper gilt; silver-wire-bound grip. The 
blade is 32 in. long, back-edged, hollowed on either face, and etched with the arms of 
Great Britain, the crowned monogram g. r. hi. ; all gilt upon a blued ground. Along 
the back-edge is the inscription t. t. runkel : solingen. 
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634—A Regulation Military Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

“ This sword was copied from one that belonged to General Turner, to be worn as 
a half-dress sword.” Bought for the Royal Collection from Prosser, the sword- 
cutler. 

The hilt of the sword is in every way similar to that upon the sword No. 621. The 
blade is 34! in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, grooved, and with a slight shoulder ; 
the scabbard is of wood, covered with brown leather ; deep chape and locket ; the latter 
inscribed prosser, sword cutler to the prince regent, London. 


635—A Regulation Military Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This sword was worn by King George III. 

The hilt, which is of copper-gilt, exactly duplicates No. 618 in this case, save that it has 
no plaque of enamel on the interior of the shell ; silver-wire-bound grip. The blade is 32 in. 
long, back-edged, and hollowed on either face; etched with the Royal arms of Great 
Britain, gilt upon a blued ground. 


636— A Regulation Infantry “ Dress ” Sword. 

/ 

French (Paris') workmanships Jirst quarter of the 19 th Century. 

This sword was brought from Paris in 1821, by Mr, Benois, by command of 
King George IV. 

The hilt is of ormolu, and of a form worn to-day in France. The pommel is helmet¬ 
shaped, the knuckle-bow somewhat thick, and in one piece with the simple shell and 
quillon. The whole is cast and chased with that formal classic ornamentation that was 
introduced under the First Empire. Upon the shell are full-faced helmeted busts of Mars. 
The grip is rectangular in section, and swells in the centre, overlaid on either side with 
plaques of mother-of-pearl, carved into fluting. The blade is 33 in. long, back-edged and 
hollowed on either face, the whole of its surface etched with a watered design, brilliantly 
blued and gilt. At intervals are oval reserved panels, containing figures from heathen 
mythology ; these are gilt upon a blued ground. Between are various trophies of arms, etc. 
Black-leather scabbard, with chape and locket, also of ormolu, chased with ornamentation. 

637— A Regulation Infantry “Dress” Sword. 

French (Paris) workmanships frst quarter of the 1 gth Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by the Duke of Orleans in 1814. 

It is exactly similar to the sword just described. No. 636. 
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638—A Regulation Infantry Sword. 

Hanoverian, first years of the 19 th Century. 

The hilt, which is fashioned of copper gilt, is almost exactly the same as that upon the 
sword No. 632, with the exception that there is a scale-like form upon the top of the 
pommel, and that the inner shell folds upward, for the better convenience of wearing. The 
grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 34-f in. long, back-edged, and with hollowed 
faces, the whole surface watered to a dull grey colour, etched and gilt at the hilt with a 
snake, a military trophy, and the moon and stars. Black leather scabbard, with metal gilt 
chape and ferrule. 

The infantry officer at the end of the 18th century wore this type of sword, but carried according to the 
dress he was wearing* With the undress grey overalls it was worn in the ordinary black frog carriage* 
With the white pantaloons and high boots, or in full dress in shoes and stockings, it was worn in a white 
frog carriage. A silver and yellow sword-knot was used invariably with this, the Infantry sword, and so 
arranged as to hang behind* All officers of Light Cavalry wore the sabre, as they always appeared in 
boots and overalls, with the exception of the Hussars, who wore pantaloons and boots in the evening. 


639—A Sword. 

The hilt is of French fashion , dating within the last years of the 1 yth Century. 

The blade is of more recent date. 

The hilt is of bronze gilt, with an oviform pommel, knuckle-bow, and two oval shells; 
the grip of wood, spirally twisted with wire of various thicknesses. The blade is 33J in. 
long, of flattened oval section, its whole surface most curiously ground into a series of 
chequered facets, alternately burnished and blued. Near the hilt are etched and gilt 
emblematic figures of Justice and Fortune, inscribed justitia and fortuna. At the 
extreme hilt the blade is of flattened hexagonal section. 


640—A Regulation Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt is of steel, the surface blued, with bordered outline of gilding. The pommel 
is vase-shaped, the knuckle-bow swelling somewhat in the centre, the quillons straight, 
with a fiat oval shell issuing on either side; these are joined to the knuckle-bow 
by a bar. The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver and steel wire. The 
blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged, and trebly grooved some of the distance, doubly 
grooved for the remainder. It is stamped with the inscription, clemens wilms me fecit, 
solingen. There is also a form of ricasso upon which is stamped the King’s head mark. 
The scabbard is of black leather, tooled with zig-zags, with chape and two suspending 
lockets, the top one pricked with the inscription bland, st. james’. 
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641—A Regulation Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, late 18//* Century. 

The hilt, which is of steel, has its surface gilt, with outlines of bluing. The pommel is 
oviform but of square-shaped section, knuckle-bow, in one piece with which are the shells, 
quillon, etc. Over the top of the scabbard locket fits a cap, attached to the under part 
of the shells. The grip, of wood, is covered with shark’s palate, spirally bound with 
copper wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged and trebly grooved, with blue and 
gold panels near the hilt containing the crowned monogram g. r. iii. and the arms of 
Great Britain ; etched upon its back edge is the name of its maker : kaab, a hertzberg. 
The scabbard is of brown leather, with a locket and ferrule mount ; the former pricked 
with the names bland and foster, st. james’. 


642-The Scabbard of a Sabre. 

Scotch ( Edinburgh ) workmanship, early 19th Century. 

The scabbard is fashioned of wood, covered with black sole-skin. It has a ferrule, 
locket and band mount of gold, embossed in low relief and chased with bands of formal 
laurel wreaths. Upon the locket is the name of the makers: john white & co., 

EDINBURGH. 


643-A Hanger or Hunting-Sword. 

English, late 18/// Century. 

This sword was bought at the sale of the effects of John Santhagen, First Page 
of the Back Stairs to King George IV., in whose service he held that situation 
for more than fifty years. 

The pommel and quillons are of silver, and are fashioned as falcons’ heads ; they 
bear the London hall-mark for the year 1771. From the beak of the pommel to one 
quillon is attached a double chain. The grip is of ivory, stained green, and spirally 
turned. The blade is 24 in. long, back-edged, grooved, and with hollowed faces. 


644—A Sword-blade. 

It is made on the lines of a blade of the early part of the 16th century, having a 
hollow doubly-fluted ricasso and a trebly-fluted blade ; the cutting edges are chamfered, 
49 in. long, if in. wide at the hilt. Etched upon it is the following inscription : 

THOMAS GILL, BIRMINGHAM. 1790. MANUFACTURE OF ENGLAND. WARRANTED NEVER TO 
FAIL. 
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645-A Sword-blade. 

Probably English , early 18 th Century. 

It is of flattened hexagonal section, etched at the hilt with floral scrolls, etc. ; 35 in. 
long. 


646— A Broadsword-blade. 

Italian make , late \7tl1 Century. 

It has a strong ricasso, doubly grooved; the remainder of its length is trebly grooved. 
Stamped with the inscription sou deo gloria, andrea farara. This is repeated on 
either side. 33 in. long, i\ in. wide at the hilt. 

647— A Sword-blade. 

Italian make , middle of the 1 7th Century. 

It is of flattened hexagonal section, deeply etched and gilt at the hilt with scroll-work, 
introducing a trophy of arms, the Lion of St. Mark, and the name Francisco morosini, 
twice repeated. 31 in. long. 


648—A Powder-horn. 

Scotch ( Edinburgh ) workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

This powder-horn, with the Dirk No. 15, and the Belt and Broadsword Nos. 662 
and 755, were furnished by Mr. Hunter of Edinburgh, jeweller and sword- 
cutler, on the occasion of King George IV.’s visit to Scotland in 1822. 

It is fashioned of ox-horn, flattened and polished, with a heel and stopper mount of 
gold ; the former set with a single row of stones, alternately aquamarines and amethysts, 
the latter engraved with thistle foliage. On one face of the horn is set a large amethyst. 
The gold chain for suspension is attached by two rings. 


649-A Sword-blade. 

Probably French, early 1 tith Century. 

It is of flattened oval section, trebly grooved at the hilt, singly grooved the remainder 
of the way, gilt in the grooves and pierced. The remaining surface of the blade is 
curiously etched with sham Oriental characters, burnished in facets, and brilliantly blued 
and gilt. 32^ in. long. 
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650—A w Small ” Sword-blade. 

Stamped upon the tang solingen. Third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

It has a shoulder, beyond which it is of flattened oval section; near the hilt, etched 
with the Royal arms of England, trophies of arms, amorini holding cornucopias, etc., 
gilt, upon a brilliantly blued ground. Other portions of the surface are faceted and 
burnished with star-shaped panels, cross-hatching, etc. 33 in. long. 

651 —A Sword -blade. 

English workmanship , early U)th Century. 

It has a shoulder, beyond which it is of flattened hexagonal section. Etched at the 
hilt with the crowned monogram g. r. iii., the Royal arms, and various trophies gilt 
upon a blued ground. 32A in. long. 

652— A Sword-blade. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

It has a curious semicircular shoulder, beyond which it is of flattened hexagonal 
section, etched at the hilt with the heads of Orientals, trophies of Eastern arms and 
symbols, gilt upon a blued ground. 32^ in. long. 

653— A Sword. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanship, first years of the 19 th Century. 

This sword, and the belt No. 654, were given by the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte 
to Don Manuel de Godoy (the Prince of Peace), together with the Grand Order 
of the Eagle, instituted by the Emperor himself, and afterwards named the 
Legion of Honour. The sword and belt were sold by the Supreme Junta at 
Seville, with the personal belongings of the Prince of Peace, in 1809, and 
purchased by the Marquis of Wellesley, who in 1811 presented it to the Royal 
Collection. 

The hilt is of plain cruciform shape. The pommel and quillons are of gold, the 
former fashioned as a double lion’s mask, the latter cast and chased in the form of an 
eagle with outstretched wings, resting upon the fulmen of Jupiter. The grip of lapis 
lazuli. The blade is 26J in. long, partly of flattened oval section and partly of flattened 
diamond-shaped section, with hollowed faces and chamfered cutting edge. The surface 
is watered in the Oriental fashion, granulated and blued at the hilt, where it is also 
deeply engraved and gilt with paters, trophies of arms and laurel boughs. The scabbard 
is of wood, delicately fashioned and overlaid with plaques of mother-o’-pearl mounted with 
gold, the deep ferrule, in form resembling a bundle of spears bound together. Two 
central mounts, chased with stars, and a locket mount engraved with the arms of Don 
Manuel de Godoy ; on the reverse side is the name of the maker : manufacture 
IMPERIALE, VERSAILLES, ENTREPRISE BOUTET. [ See Plate 28. 
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654—A Gold Enamelled Belt. 

French ( Versailles ) work , the first years of the iqth Century. 

This belt was given with the preceding sword by the Emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte to Don Manuel de Godoy (the Prince of Peace). It was presented 
to the Royal Collection by Lord Fife in 1813. 

The belt is composed of leather covered with crimson velvet, attached to which are 
seventeen oblong gold trimmings, each hinged to the other, and enclosing the following 
applied ornaments. Commencing from the right-hand end. (i.) A bursting grenade, 
executed in translucent enamels, encircled by laurel branches, (ii.) The club of Hercules, 
the helmet of Mars, twined with laurel branches, flanked by four stars on one side, a 
Roman gladius upon the other, (iii.) A trophy of scientific appliances, encircled with 
laurel branches—partly enamelled, (iv.) The lion’s scalp, skin and club of Hercules, 
flanked by double branches of oak and laurel foliage, (v.) A trophy of classic armour, 
partly enamelled, encircled with laurel branches, (vi.) A trophy of clubs and helmet 
as before, flanked by three dark blue enamelled shields, each charged with the figure 
of an eagle sitting upon the fulmen. (vii.) A group of scientific appliances, partly 
enamelled, encircled with laurel branches, (viii.) Cross swords, encircled by two wreaths, 
flanked by four stars on one side, crossed branches of oak and laurel foliage on the 
other, (ix.) A bursting grenade (as in No. i.), (x.) Cross swords, stars, etc. (as in 
No. viii.). (xi.) A trophy of agricultural implements, encircled by laurel foliage, (xii.) A 
trophy of helmets, clubs, etc., flanked by shields (as in No. vi.). (xiii.) A military trophy 
(as in No. v.). (xiv.) The attributes of Hercules (as in No. iv.) (xv.) A trophy of 
artistic implements, encircled by laurel foliage. (xvi.) Helmet and clubs, flanked by 
stars and sword (as in No. ii.). (xvii.) The bursting grenade (as in Nos. i. and ix.). 
The belt was worn across the shoulder, the sword suspended from a swivel at either 
end. The swivels, attached to crescent-shaped plates, are enamelled translucent blue ; 
applied with the Imperial eagle in gold. [&<? Plate 28. 


655—The Sword of Napoleon Bonaparte, used when First Consul. 

French ( Versailles ) work, last years of the 18//z Century. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection in 1827 from Messrs. Rundell, 
Bridge and Rundell, with the accompanying certificate:—“Je soussigne certifie 
qu’ayant ete employe autrefois comme emballeur de la maison de S. M. l’Em- 
pereur Napoleon, il m’a ete affirme par des personnes que j’approche que le 
glaive que j’ai vendu a Messieurs Rundell, Bridge et Rundell, de Londres, lui 
avoit appartenu, etant premier consul. C’est pourquoi j’ai delivre le present a 
Paris le deux Fevrier, mil huit cent vingt-sept.— Chenne, Layetier-Emballeur 
du Garde Meuble de la Couronne et du Musee, Rue Croix des Petits Champs, 
No. 28.” 

The hilt is of a plain cruciform shape, fashioned of silver gilt, as are all scabbard mounts. 

The pommel is formed as a double lion’s mask. The quillons are flat, and curve upwards 
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at the ends, their inner surface overlaid with thin panels of verve eglomise , having the 
appearance of red enamel; upon this are applied eagles and masks of Jupiter in gold. 
The outer surface of the quillons is cast and chased with two oval cartels, one inscribed 
eoutet, directeur artiste, the other, mandf™' a Versailles. The grip is of ivory 
and fluted, having applied on either side a trophy of banners and arms, the Roman 
standard in the centre, enamelled bleu turc, with the letters R. P. f. reserved in gold ; in 
the centre is suspended a shield of red verre eglomise , charged with the mask of Apollo 
in applied gold. At the junction of the hilt and the blade is a silver-gilt socket that 
fits on the scabbard. The blade is 29 in. long, doubly grooved and with a chamfered 
cutting edge ; it finishes in a rebated point. At the hilt it is of flattened oval section, the 
surface granulated and blued, also etched and gilt with two altars, the one supporting 
the ship of Paris, the other flaming, out of which issue oak branches, the crown of 
Victory, the scales of Justice, and the mirror of Truth. The scabbard is of wood, 
overlaid with plaques of mother-o’-pearl, with bindings of silver gilt ; also a deep locket, 
two central mounts and deep ferrule. Upon the locket, cast and chased, are suspended 

trophies of various scientific instruments and garlands of flowers; there are also oval 

panels of red verre eglomise , containing the profile head of Liberty, wearing the Phrygian 
cap, and the head of Science with a diadem of stars. The rings for suspension are 
held in the mouths of griffins; they project from the side of the locket. The two 
central mounts have various classic ornaments applied in silver gilt to the red glass 

ground. The ferrule mount takes the form of a flaming altar, resting on claw feet, 

which in turn rest upon a moulded plinth ; this is of steel, and forms the extreme end 
of the scabbard. 

This curious sword, unfortunate in its general outline, owing to the attempt to combine 
the accepted form of the sword of antiquity with the requirements of the moment, has as a 
compensating balance, workmanship of the greatest beauty, and enrichments as characteristic 
of the quasi-classic taste of the time as any of the works of Boutet, its well-known 
maker. \See Plate 28. 


5 -A Sword that belonged to Joseph Bonaparte. 

Italian ( Neapolitan ) workmanship , first years of the 1 fih Century. 

Joseph Bonaparte was made King of Naples by his brother, and was afterwards 
known by the title of the King of Spain. This sword was found with his 
baggage after the battle of Vittoria, and sent to the Prince Regent by the 
Duke (then Marquis) of Wellington in 1813, the presentation being made by 
Captain Blunkley of the 23rd or Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

The hilt is of a plain cruciform shape, the quillons straight with bifurcated ends, 
and plates in the centre projecting over either face of the blade. The various parts are 
hollow and fashioned of ormolu, cast and chased. It is entirely enriched with applied 
faceted studs of burnished steel. The grip of ebony, enriched in a like manner. 
The blade is 29 in. long, doubly fluted, and of flattened oval section at the hilt, the 
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whole surface watered, but introducing a design reserved in the burnished steel. At the 
hilt it is engraved and gilt with the insignia of the Legion of Honour and the crowned 
letter n ; on the reverse side is the inscription m»e d’armes r le de Naples. The scabbard 
is of ormolu, introducing burnished steel plaques, various cut steel ornaments, and in the 
centre mount the letter n. The ferrule mount has an escalloped border. [See Plate 28. 


657—Two Metal Gilt Buttons. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Palmer in 1815. 

The one stamped with the Imperial arms of France, surrounded by the Legion of 
Honour, the other struck by order of Napoleon at the time of his last abdication of 
the French throne, under the impression that his son would have been proclaimed. It 
has the Roman numeral 11. embossed upon it. 


658—A Flint Arrow-head. 

Ancient Irish. With modern mounts of gold. 

The gift of the Archaeological Society, Ballymena, to Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, 
on the occasion of the 1887 Jubilee. 


659—A Metal Gilt Badge. 

French , early 19 th Century. 

From an officer’s shako. It is formed as an eagle with outstretched wings, resting 
upon the fulmen of Jupiter. There is a crown above. Given to the Royal Collection 
by Mr. Palmer in 1815. 


660—A Bullet. 

This was the bullet which killed Admiral Lord Nelson at the battle of Trafalgar 
on October 21st, 1805. It was always worn, up to the time of his death, by 
Dr. Beatty, who extracted it from Lord Nelson’s wound. It was bequeathed 
by Dr. Beatty to King William IV., then Duke of Clarence, and by King 
William IV. placed in the Royal Collection. 

It is a circular musket ball of lead ; on one side of it are embedded portions of the 
gold lace from the Admiral’s uniform, which together with other fragments of the uniform 
were forced into the wound. These fragments, with the bullet, are now encased in an 
oval glass locket, mounted with gold cable-pattern borders and loop for suspension. The 
whole is contained in an outer silver case. 
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661-A Metal Gilt Badge. 

French , early 19 th Century. 

It was placed in the Armoury from the Wardrobe in 1815. 

From an officer’s helmet. It is shaped as a semicircular Roman shield, applied with 
the number 33 ; upon it rests a crowned eagle. 


662—A Broadsword Belt, and a Waist Belt. 

Scotch { Edinburgh) workmanship . 

These belts, with the Dirk No. 15, the Powder Horn and Broadsword Nos. 648 
and 755, were furnished by Mr. Hunter of Edinburgh, jeweller and sword- 
cutler, on the occasion of George IV.’s visit to Scotland in 1822. 

The belts are of black leather, lined with pale buff; the buckles and mounts of 
silver gilt chased with scroll-work and set with pink topaz and aquamarines. On the 
end-plate of the broadsword belt is applied the figure of St. Andrew, the cross he 
holds being set with garnets. 


663—A Silver-plated Iron Key. 

Presented to Her Majesty Queen Victoria by Prince and Princess Henry of 
Prussia and Prince and Princess Louis of Battenberg, Christmas, 1889. 

The key of the Sea Forts at Vigo (Spain), delivered up to the Fleet of Queen Anne, 
in 1702, when the Spanish Silver Fleet were captured in that port. The Dutch were 
British allies in that expedition, which would account for the Dutch inscription, which 
is in the unmistakable characters of the period. The key has at some time or other 
been plated, to prevent rust. At either end of the barrel is a ward, protected by a 
rectangular sliding casing, on one side engraved with the following inscription : 

DIT IS SLEUTEL VAN DEN GOEVER* VANT FORT VOR DE HAVE VAN VIGOS, I702. 

“This is the key of the fort of Vigo, surrendered to the British fleet in 1702.”* 


* The expedition to Spain in 1702 was made by the Duke of Ormonde and Sir George Rooke. 
They first landed at Cadiz, where the troops plundered the town. The Generals were tried by court 
martial for allowing this, and Sir Henry Bellasis was cashiered. They went on to Vigo, where the 
Spanish galleons were in shelter with a million dollars. Ormonde took the town with the English 
and Dutch troops, and Rooke burnt the ships and carried away a large amount of treasure. There is 
a picture of this event in Windsor Castle. The key must have been surrendered to Ormonde or the 
Dutch General. 
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664—A Brayette. 

Probably English workmanship, first quarter of the 1 6 th Century. 

This most rare and interesting portion of a suit of armour is possibly one of the most 
complete examples of this particular defence in existence, for not only does it possess 
the two extra laminated plates on either side of its main plate, but it still retains its 
original tow lining, covered with coarse linen and crimson velvet. Its exterior surface is 
russeted to a rich brown colour, and upon the principal plate it is grooved in hollow 
flutings connected by double chevron bands. These are etched with floral foliage, fully 
gilt; the borderings of the various plates are enriched in a like manner, but the bands are 
wider. The outside plates are finished by the edge being turned under to a flattened 
cable ; the outline is followed by a row of large hemispherically-headed rivets that retain 
the lining in position. This largely developed form of brayette was worn with such 
harness as would be used for contest in the champ clos , or when fighting on foot in the 
lists, when the combatants were literally clothed in steel, and when no portion of the 
body was left exposed to the searching point of the estoc or bec-de-falcon. Such a harness 
may be seen in the Tower of London, that made for King Henry VIII., a suit 
complete in all its parts. [Class 2, No. 28.] This suit, a few detached pieces also in the 
Tower Collection, and this brayette at Windsor, are the only known examples that 
remain to us in England of such apparel. France shows us two suits in the Musee 
d’Artillerie of Paris, notably one made for Julien or Laurent II. de Medicis (No. 
G. 179 in the 1890 Catalogue of that Collection) ; Vienna, a magnificent harness, formerly 
described as having been made for Philip I. of Castile ; whilst a few are to be found 
in the lesser arsenals of Europe, but, all to be counted upon the fingers of the two 
hands. This brayette was found in 1901, concealed beneath a basket of old rubbish in 
the unused room No. 656, the Round Tower, Windsor Castle, where many unimportant 
fragments had been thrown as useless “ lumber ” during the reorganisation of the 
Armoury in 1847. Unfortunately its past history must ever remain unwritten, for of 
it, nothing is recorded. How it came to Windsor Castle, and for what reason 
this splendid fragment had been cast aside, will never be known. Suffice it to say, it 
is possibly the rarest treasure of the Castle, and could without very much stretch of 
the imagination have well belonged to King Henry VIII., for it is of his period and of 
that monarch’s proportions. [See Plate 35. 


665—A Sabre. 

German workmanship , frst years of the 19 th Century. 

This sabre was bought by Mr. Paget for the Royal Collection. 

It is of the conventional sabre form, with short curved quillons, ring-guard on either 
side, and thumb-guard on one side. The pommel is curved in the manner of the 
Persian “ shamsher” and cast and chased in the form of an eagle’s head. The whole 
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hilt, also the scabbard mounts, are of gold ; the grip is of dark blue translucent enamel, 
showing a scale design beneath the enamel. Upon the centre of the quillons is an oval 
panel, painted with the head of Minerva en grisaille ; this is bordered by narrow bands 
of opaque white enamel. The quillon is connected to the knuckle-guard by a single 
gold chain; there were originally three. The blade is 33I in. long, back-edged, grooved 
on the faces, and narrowly grooved along the back edge ; along one face is inlaid a 
Persian inscription in gold and the European monogram a. s. 

The scabbard is of ass’s skin, “ Saghri” with three mounts of gold pierced a jour with 
scroll-work and enriched with black and white enamel. There is the original belt with 
its hangers of gold lace and gold and enamel fastenings. 


666—A Cartridge Box. 

This is made en suite with the sword just described, and was also bought by 
Mr. A. Paget for the Royal Collection. 

It is of wood, rectangular, shaped to the curve of the body, and containing partitions for 
eight cartridges. The outer covering is of purple velvet, the front face overlaid with a gold 
plaque pierced and chased with scrolls, showing a field of blue enamel beneath. Applied 
in front are three oval medallions, the centre and the largest painted en grisaille with a 
three-quarter-face bust of Minerva upon a translucent blue enamel ground. This is 
bordered with cut-steel beadwork, the two smaller panels painted with trophies of various 
arms, also en grisaille. It retains its shoulder-strap of gold and silver lace, with a fine 
buckle of gold and enamel. [See Plate 39. 


667—The Clasp of a Shoulder-strap. 

English , last years of the 18 th Century. 

It is of copper gilt, with an engraved border ; in the centre is inlaid an oval panel 
of translucent blue enamel, showing beneath a graven laurel wreath. In the centre is the 
head of a Caesar painted en grisaille upon a brown ground. [See Plate 39. 


668—A Hanger or Hunting-sword. 

The hilt is of Chinese ( Canton) workmanships but of English fashion; middle of the 
18 th Century. 

This hilt, together with its scabbard mounts, is like the “small” sword No. 546, made 
in Canton. They were ordered by the Portuguese traders for the European market during 
the first half of the 18th century. The hilt composed of an alloy that in Japan is known 
as “ Shakudo ,” the enrichments of chiselling and gilding consisting of rockwork, branches 
of prunus blossom, and Ho Ho birds, arranged in panels upon a granulated ground. 1 he 
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pommel is shaped as the grotesque mask of a lion. The blade is back-edged, 27 in. 
long, and made in 1902 by the armourer George Thurkle to fit the sheath that was 
found existing in the Round Tower, the hilt alone being preserved in tbe Armoury. 
The scabbard is of wood, covered with finely polished and marked sole-skin ; it has a 
locket and ferrule mount. 


669 & 676—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

They are of the usual spade-like oriental form, and fashioned of silver gilt, the edges 
cast, chased and pierced with vases of flowers, scroll-work, etc., in a bastard French 
taste ; the treads are pierced with annular ornaments. They have also engraved upon 
them an inscription. 


67 o-A Regulation Copper and Brass Bugle. 

Made by Henry Potter, of 50 Charing Cross . 1873 Model of the 1—24M Regiment. 

This bugle was lost on the field of Isandlwana and found in Cetewayo’s possession 
when he was captured in the Ngome Forest, August 27, 1879. Sent for Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria’s acceptance by Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, King’s Dragoon Guards, 
together with a collar badge, number, small button and a Kersey frock button, cut from 
the coat of a private of the 1—24th Regiment, found on the field of Isandlwana 
nearly four months after the battle. 


671—A Double-barrelled Flint-lock Fowling-piece and Rifle 
combined. 

French (Paris) workmanship , last years of the 1 8 / 7 ; Century. 

This gun was presented to the Prince Regent by Lieut. Brooke of The Blues 
in 1817, accompanied by a note to Sir B. Bloomfield, in which it is stated 
that the gun belonged formerly to the Emperor Napoleon, and was constantly 
used by Bonaparte in his shooting excursions in the Forest of Fontainebleau, 
Marly or St. Germain ; it further states that he had it with him during 
his residence in the Isle of Elba. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved at the grip with the grotesque head of a dolphin ; 
it is also carved with formal laurel foliage and honeysuckle ornaments. The heel-plate 
and other mounts are of steel, originally blued, and engraved with emblems of tbe 
heathen gods. The barrels are 28^ in. long, placed one upon the other, partly octagonal, 
partly polygonal and partly circular in section, with a flattened line of sight, their surface 
browned and gilt at the breech, where they are also engraved with an urn and flaming 
grenades ; they also have inlaid upon them the name of the maker : lepage, a paris. 
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The flint-lock is fashioned upon the ordinary principle, and engraved with the name of 
the maker. After the discharge of one barrel, by pressing in the trigger-guard the 
barrels revolve on an axis, thus bringing the flash-pan and steel of the second barrel under 
the fall of the single hammer. 

672— A Flint-lock Fowling-Piece. 

French { Versailles ) workmanship , last years of the 1 %th Century. 

This fowling-piece was formerly the property of Jerome Bonaparte, King of 
Westphalia. It was sold with his effects on his retirement from that kingdom 
in the year 1814, when it was bought by Lord Percy while he was at Vienna, 
He presented it to the Prince Regent in 1815. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, delicately shaped, and most finely carved with various 
classic mouldings, groups of scroll-work and trophies of cornucopias. A pistol grip is 
formed by the addition of a demi-lion, hung with a swag of fruit and flowers carved 
in ebony. There is inlaid a thumb-plate in silver, engraved with a crowned shield of 
arms. The heel-plate, the trigger-guard, the lock-mount and the ramrod-sockets are of 
silver, generally cast and chased with classic hunting scenes, the groundwork being 
granulated and gilt, military and other trophies varying the hunting scenes ; the head 
of Medusa, the figure of Diana, and at the ramrod socket an oval lozenge with the 
crowned monogram j. n. supported by figures of amorini. The silver work bears the 
Paris hall-mark for circa 1797, and the maker’s mark j. M. The barrel is 38^ in. long, 
partly octagonal and partly circular in section, its surface brilliantly blued at one part 
granulated and blackened at the breech, where it is also engraved and gilt with an 
obelisk, flaming vases and trophies, also a bursting grenade. This gilded and engraved 
ornamentation is also repeated at the extreme muzzle. The back and fore-sights are of 
silver. The lock is on the usual flint-and-steel principle, its surface brilliantly burnished, 
and incrusted with a wolf caught in a trap, a hound and a winged caryatid in gold. 
It also bears the name of the celebrated maker boutet, directeur artiste, manuf re A 

VERSAILLES. 

673- The Clasp of a Shoulder-strap. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

It is oval and slightly convex, fashioned of copper gilt, deeply engraved with a lion 
standing upon a crown, crowned, surrounded by the motto of the Garter. 

674^The Clasp of a Shoulder-strap. 

English workmanships f r st years of the 19 th Century. 

It is oval and slightly convex, fashioned of copper gilt ; applied in the centre is the 
crowned monogram g. r. surrounded by the Garter. This shows a blue enamelled field 
beneath. 
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675—Fart of a Buckle. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18//; Century. 

It is of copper gilt, engraved with small duplicated ornaments, one portion set with 
a coloured and faceted crystal. 


6 j 6 —See No. 669. 

67 6a— A Portion of a Step. 

General Gordon stood upon this step immediately before he was killed at Khartoum 
on the 26th of January, 1885. Mounted with laurel branches in silver. Presented to 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria by Slatin Pasha, February 28, 1899. 


677—A Small and Complete Suit of Tilting-armour. 

Probably of French manufacture , first quarter of the 1 yth Century. 

Traditionally said to have belonged to King Charles I. when Prince of Wales. 
This was one of the suits that formerly decorated the King’s Guard Chamber 
in Windsor Castle. 

The entire surface of the suit is deeply etched with vertical wide bands, alternating 
with lesser ones, the wide bands occupied with various compositions, introducing the 
figure of Neptune in a car drawn by dolphins, bound captives, grouped trophies of lances, 
tridents and naval crowns, oars, anchors, and hand-cannon ; varied with figures of mermen 
blowing conch-shells ; in places the fulmen of Jupiter, and at given intervals a sphere¬ 
like form, from which radiate six cannon muzzles discharging flames. All these various 
ornaments are gilt upon the groundwork, which is worked to a granulated surface by 
means of numerous small circular punches. The narrower bands are filled with a running 
design of conventional leafage, a form of scroll-work that seems borrowed from the work 
of the brothers Eve, noted French bookbinders of the early years of the 17th century. 
The edges of the various plates have been turned under to a cable-pattern border, and 
the whole studded with hemispherically-headed rivets, each coated with brass or latten. 

The colour of the suit is now a dark blue-black, and this, although a restoration of 1902, 
represents the suit as it must have been when in its original condition. It so remained 
until some foolish person, in the early part of the 19th century, had the surface brilliantly 
burnished, together with the other suits in the Castle. 

In construction this complete little harness has many points of interest, the foremost 
being that both the breast- and back-plate come high up the neck, rendering a gorget 
unnecessary, but at the same time, being without a laminated plate of any description, 
it forces the head to be rigidly fixed and immovable when the helmet is in position, for 
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the lower edge of the helmet finishes in a hollow roping that fits the top edge of the 
breastplate. The helmet is furthermore attached by a staple and screw-nut to the back- 
plate. The arms are full, with pauldrons, rere and vambraces, coudes and laminated 
plates within the bend of the arm. Upon the left coudiere there is a strong screw with 
a fastening nut, by which the grand guard could be attached. On the right-hand side 
of the breastplate are staples for the attachment of the lance-rest, whilst in the centre 
is a large staple and pin that secured in position the reinforcing breastplate. The 
tassets, now attached to the breastplate by a single staple and screw, are full and ample, 
after the manner of those seen on pikemen’s suits, and although belonging to this harness 
they are not the actual ones that would be worn with this particular tilting breastplate, for 
they are for special wear on foot. The original tassets for this breastplate, which would 

have been identical with those upon the small suit No. 786, must have been lost. The 

breastplate is attached beneath the arms to the back-plate by gilt steel straps and double 
hooks. The leg pieces are full, with long cuisses, genouilleres , jambes and round-toed 
sollerets ; spurs with seven - pointed rowels are riveted to them. The helmet is of the 
usual closed type, with vizor and bevor, the latter pierced with longitudinal breathing 
holes, and having on its right side a screw and nut for the attachment of a reinforcing 

tilting-plate. The vizor has reinforced plates, permanently riveted to it. The skull- 

piece, as is often the case in the 17th century type of closed helmet, is made in two 
halves, joined down the top of the comb, which in this instance is high and flat, and finishes 
in a roping. The suit is missing in gauntlets. As it is now set up in the Armoury, the 
right hand rests upon the barrel of a wheel-lock rifle. See No. 289 in this Catalogue. 

[See Plate 29. 

678—A Complete Suit of Armour. 

Made for Henry, Prince of Wales. 

English workmanship , early iyth Century. 

This beautiful little harness has always been in the Armoury of Windsor Castle, 
though shown formerly under the false title of “ The Armour of David, King 
of Scotland.” W. H. Pyne, in his “Royal Residences,” published in 1819, 
in describing the Armoury formerly in the Round Tower of the Castle (now 
converted into rooms Nos. 643, 644, 658 and 659) says, “Over the entrance to 
which [the Armoury] are two coats of mail, curiously inlaid with gold ; one with 
fleur-de-lys, which is said to have belonged to King John of France, and the 
other with thistles to David , King of Scotland , both of whom were prisoners 
in this Castle.” The illustration of the old Guard Chamber, by James StephanofF, 
shows the suit with no leg pieces, but these, no doubt, as also the extra 
tilting pieces now placed beside the suit, formed part of the various trophies 
with which we are told the walls of the Guard Chamber were “ tastefully ” lined. 
It is surprising that this error of description was left in the guide books of the 
Castle up to the last years of Her late Majesty’s reign, though how a suit of 
most characteristic 17th century fashion could have remained unchallenged 
as the armour of the Scotch King who died in the year 1371, it is difficult 
to understand ; more especially, as in the portrait of this valiant Prince, by 

199 


Windsor Collection. 


Vandyck after Van Somers, he is represented as wearing this identical harness. 
This is the picture which hung formerly in the ante-room at old Carlton House, 
whence it was removed to St. James’s Palace. It now hangs in the 
Windsor Armoury beside the suit.* Apart from the monogram of the Prince 
that appears among the various decorations of the suit, this should be 
conclusive evidence as to the former rightful possessor. Curiously enough, 
there exists in Holyrood Palace a portrait of King James I., painted a year 
after the death of Prince Henry, in which this same suit figures as a property 
in the background, no doubt introduced into the portrait by desire of the 
King in memory of his son. 

Very few cases are known where the armour represented in historical portraits 
is still in existence, perhaps one of the only other illustrations that can be 
quoted being, the fine harness made for the Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt 
(1601 — 1622). This is in the Armoury of the Palace at Malta (No. 413 in 
the 1903 Catalogue). Beside the suit now hangs the portrait of that Master 
painted by Caravaggio, wearing the identical armour. 

It has been generally accepted that this, the Henry, Prince of Wales’ suit, was the 
work of William Pickering, the master armourer at Greenwich under James I., 
but this is solely based upon the theory that it is one of the two suits mentioned 
in the warrants dated March, 1613, and July 11, 1614. The former warrant 
was issued under signed manual, for the payment to Sir Edward Cecil of a balance 
of £2°° due f° r armour value £450 for the late Prince Henry. The latter, 
preserved in the State Paper Office, was directed by King James I. to the 
Commissioners of the Office of High Treasurer of England, stating :— 
“ Whereas there was made in the office of our armoury of Greenwich by William 
Pickeringe, our master workman there , one rich armour with all pieces compleate , 
fayrely guilt and graven by the commaundement of our late deere sonne Prince 
Henry , which armour was worth (as we are informed ) the somme of three hundred 
and fourty poundes , whereof the said William Pickeringe has received of our 
said late deer sonne the somme of one hundred and fourty poundes only , soe as there 
remayneth due unto him the sum of two hundred poundes .” 

The style and method of work employed by the armourer William Pickering j- 
are, as yet, not known to us, so this little suit cannot with confidence be 
said to be by his hand. Moreover, there is a suit very like in general 
outline and decoration (Plate 20 of the Jacob Topf album), described as the 
armour made by Topf for George Earl of Cumberland.* It is therefore 
difficult to imagine that two armourers should produce suits almost exactly 
alike, save for a slight variation in their enrichment. 

The writer, with such strongly demonstrative evidence before him, prefers rather 
to place this harness among the works of Topf’s followers, than to take it for 
granted that it is either of the William Pickering suits referred to in the 
Warrants. 

The surface of the suit is decorated in the following manner :—Upon a field that is 

burnished and blued by fire, are slightly sunken vertical bands, which radiate upon some 

* A similar portrait of Prince Henry wearing this same suit of armour is now in the possession 
of the Marquis of Lothian. 

\ William Pickering was Master of the Armourers’ Company from 1608-1609. 

J The actual suit is in the possession of Lord Hothfield at Appleby Castle. 
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of the principal plates. Between these bands, also in intaglios, and at given intervals, 
are formal arrangements of the rose of England, the thistle of Scotland, and the fleur-de- 
lys of France. Both the bands and the various sunken forms are deeply etched and fully 
gilt with strap-work and scrolls, introducing at intervals the letters H p crowned. The 
edges of the various plates have been turned under to a cable-pattern border, and the whole 
studded with hemispherically-headed rivets, each coated with brass or latten. The 
construction of the suit presents no variation to the usual harness of the end of the 
r 6th century. The breastplate is of the form known as “ peascod ; ” on its left side is a 
lance-rest attached by a staple, as seen on the preceding suit (No. 677), whilst in the centre is 
a large staple and pin that secured in position the reinforcing breastplate. The breastplate 
is attached beneath the arms to the backplate by gilt steel straps and double hooks. The 
tassets are permanently fastened to the single tace, and could be shortened at the third 
plate ; their lower outline is escalloped. There is a garde-de-rein of one plate. The 
pauldrons are complete, and somewhat accentuated in form. The remainder of the arm- 
guards consist of rere and vambraces, turners, coudieres, and gauntlets (the left 
missing). The leg-pieces are full, with cuisses of eight laminated plates, genouilleres , 
jambes laminated in four plates at the ankle, and square-toed sollerets, to which are riveted 
the original spurs. The helmet is of the closed type, with the skull-piece forged from one 
plate, vizor and bevor; the latter pierced on the left-hand side only with holes for breathing 
purposes. The lower edge of the helmet finishes in a hollow roping, into which fits the 
top plate of the gorget, ensuring a free rotary movement of the head. The gorget is high, 
and consists of four plates. Both the ordinary fingered gauntlets of the suit, it will be 
noticed, are missing, their places being filled by a right-hand mitten gauntlet and the 
large left-hand tilting gauntlet, now merely placed upon the figure to complete it. 
A century ago the fingered gauntlets mysteriously disappeared from the Windsor 
Armoury, the right one alone reappearing in the collection of Sir Samuel Meyrick, 
of Goodrich Court, in 1830, where it figures as a full-page illustration in “The 
Engraved Illustrations of Ancient Arms and Armour,” by Joseph Skelton, F.S.A., 
Vol. IE, Plate LXXVIII, We are indebted to Sir Samuel Meyrick for his description 
of the gauntlet, and for the discovery of that interesting Warrant in the State Paper 
Office. When the Meyrick Collection was disposed of, partly by auction and partly 
by private sale, in the seventies of the 19th century, the gauntlet was offered to the 
authorities at Windsor Castle to replace upon the suit. However, the price then asked 
for it, about £100, was unfortunately considered too high, and the gauntlet was allowed for 
ever to be separated from its suit. Sir Richard Wallace purchased all the finest possessions 
of the Meyrick Collection en bloc , among which naturally in the foremost rank was the 
“ Henry Prince of Wales ” gauntlet. Although mourning its loss from the Windsor 
Armoury, it is a matter for congratulation that Sir Richard bought it, for by the generosity 
of the late Lady Wallace it passed, together with other superb treasures of that Collection, 
to our nation, and is to-day to be seen in the armoury of Hertford House, the final 
resting-place of the Wallace Collection, the gauntlet being in Gallery 5, Case No. 11. 
No. 1303 in the Catalogue of 1901. Preserved in the Tower of London are three 
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plates belonging to this suit, namely, an extra bevor, an extra gorget, and an extra 
vamplate. 

The Henry, Prince of Wales’ suit was by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria allowed to 
come to London on loan, with several other treasures of the Windsor Collection, to an 
exhibition of ironwork held at the Westminster Aquarium some seven years ago, and 
when there was illustrated as a frontispiece to a monologue on armour by Mr. Starkie 
Gardner. This is mentioned, for in that illustration the suit is shown as it then was, 
badly set together, and with its burnished mirror-like surface and regilt bands of 
ornamentation almost fresh from the hands of the restorer of the fifties. These defects, 
which might have been serious, were during the re-arrangement of the Armoury in 1902 
happily overcome, for His Majesty the King desired if possible that the surface of the 
suit should be brought back to the original blue-black colour as represented in the Vandyck 
portrait. The whole suit had to be taken most carefully to pieces, an unfortunate necessity, 
as it was badly releathered and strapped in 1842, at which time the original blued 
colour must have been burnished off. Its surface was reblued most successfully, during which 
operation much of the new gilding came away, disclosing the original gold beneath ; all the 
straps were velvet-covered, to match the Vandyck portrait as closely as possible, and it was 
finally set upon a figure of correct proportions as it now stands. This has given this 
beautiful little harness a new lease of life, for not only does its present blued surface represent 
the armour as it was originally, but helps to protect it from the effects of our ever change¬ 
able climate. 

Henry, Prince of Wales, the eldest son of King James I. and Anne of Denmark, was 
born on the 19th of February, 1594. When nine years old he was invested by his 
father with the Order of the Garter, and on the 4th of June, 1610, was created Prince 
of Wales, on which occasion he caused a challenge to be given under the name of 
Maeliades, Lord of the Isles, to all Knights in Great Britain. Beyond his military 
exercises he delighted in hunting and hawking, also the more refined pursuit of 
studying coins and medals, of which he formed a fine collection. King James granted 
for his use St. James’s Palace, where he held a Court of almost exceptional brilliancy. 
In the autumn of 1612 his health failed, and owing to over exertion in a tennis match 
he died after twelve days’ suffering on November 6th of that year. [See Frontispiece. 
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CASE K. 


67 9-A Sword. 

English workmanship , middle of the 1 jth Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by Sir Henry Halford in 1817. 
With it came the following history: “King Charles I. left this sword, with 
many others, at Wistow, Leicestershire, the seat of Sir Richard Halford, Bart., 
where His Majesty slept the night before the fatal Battle of Naseby, June 14th, 
1645.” Although not actually the sword of King Charles himself, it is quite 
possible it may have belonged to one of his followers, for, coarse as the casting 

of the hilt is, certain emblems—the crowned lion’s head, the lion and the 

unicorn—certainly strengthen the supposition that it might be the sword of 
some immediate attendant on the King. 

The hilt is of brass, with a spheroidal pommel, knuckle-guard, and oval shells. It is 
roughly cast with lions’ masks crowned, the lion and the unicorn, figure supporters, and 
leafage upon a groundwork that in places is worked to a matted surface. The grip of 
wood, bound spirally with copper wire. This appears (as also the scabbard) to be an 

early 19th century addition. The blade is 34 in. long, if in. wide at the hilt, and of 

flattened bayonet section. 


6 80-A Rapier. 

English workmanships about the middle of the ijth Century. 

The hilt is of steel, formerly entirely plated with silver and partly gilt, a good many 
traces of which plating still remain. It is of a shape familiar as the usually-met-with rapier 
hilt of English 17th century fashion ; the pommel is vase-shaped. The shallow cup is in 
one piece with the quillon, single ring, knuckle-bar, counter-guards and ricasso. The whole 
is coarsely, though effectively, chiselled with oval medallions containing three-quarter-face 
portrait busts chiselled in high relief. Many of the portraits are unrecognisable, but the 
two foremost ones upon the shell undoubtedly represent King Charles I. and his Queen, 
Henrietta Maria. The ground-work upon which these oval medallions are placed is 
variously chiselled with military trophies, leafage, etc. ; upon the cup these are pierced. 
The grip of wood, bound with silver wire ; this, however, is an addition of the latter 
part of the 18th century. The blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, 
grooved, and stamped sahagum. 
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681—A Sword. 

French workmanship , of the first quarter of the ijth Century. The blade may be a 
little anterior to the hilt . 

In the Carlton House Armoury this sword was looked upon as one of its greatest 
treasures, for it then had the wrongfully borrowed title of “ The Sword of 
William the Conqueror, and of undoubtedly tenth century manufacture,” IIow 
this absurd attribution can have arisen is difficult to imagine, for nothing in 
the form of a sword-hilt could be further astray from the simple cruciform-hilted 
weapon of the iith century than this extremely intricate hilt of Louis XIII. 
fashion. 

The hilt is of steel, blued, with its principal ornaments gilt. The pommel is oviform, 
hollow, and shaped as four intertwined serpents, the upper portion forming a grotesque 
mask. The remaining guard of the sword is somewhat difficult to describe, for from the 
central ricasso covering, issue numerous serpent-like shapes that coil and intercoil, forming 
the knuckle-guard, the shells, the quillon and the counter-guards. These are all chiselled 
with considerable refinement and quality of workmanship, although certainly grotesque in 
their general outline. The grip of wood, spirally fluted ; its wire binding is missing. 
The blade is now 29^ in. long, having lost some four inches of its original length, and, 
unfortunately, towards the point, considerably perished from rust oxidisation ; it is of 
flattened oval section. Its entire surface is a field for the richest gold azzimina damascening, 
of characteristic French origin. On one face, upon a field seme-de-lys , is the crowned 
shield of France and Navarre, surrounded by the collars of St. Michael and St. Esprit. 
Continuing up the blade the decoration changes to a form of Henri II. arabesques. On the 
reverse face of the blade, a somewhat less interesting design of scroll-work is utilised as 
enrichment. On close inspection it will be found that this beautiful blade has been adapted 
to its present hilt. 

In the Wallace Collection at Hertford House is a dagger (No. 1306, in Case 11) which, 
together with a rapier—now preserved in the Musee d’Artillerie of Paris (No. 380J)— 
was given by the town of Paris to Henri IV. on the occasion of his marriage with Marie 
de Medici in 1600. The blade of this sword, No. 681, and the blades of the Henri IV. rapier 
and dagger are without doubt the work of the same artist-armourer. [See Plate 30. 


682—A Sword. 

German workmanship , first years of the I Jth Century. The blade is of somewhat earlier 
date . 

The hilt, which has been fitted to the blade, in which the chief interest lies, is of 
brightened steel ; it shows an ordinary, rather coarse type of “ swept ” rapier hilt. The 
pommel is oviform and faceted, the quillons straight; there is a knuckle and three-ring guard. 
The grip of wood, bound with copper wire. This is the work of the early part of the 19th 
century. The blade is 36 in. long and if in. wide, slightly grooved, stamped with the 
King’s head mark, and etched like No. 42 with a calendar, six months on either face, each 
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month divided by a sign of the zodiac. At the hilt are etched military trophies ; these 
are upon a scroll-pattern ground. 

6 83—A Sword. 

German , late ijth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the swordsmith Prosser, in 1799. 

The hilt, which is of the French cavalry type of the period of Louis XIV., is entirely 
covered with brown leather. The blade is 34^ in. long, grooved, and inscribed me fecit 
SAUGEN (?) 

684— A Rapier. 

The hilt is probably Flemish , early 1 yth Century; the blade is Spanish. 

The hilt was bought for the Royal Armoury from Mr. Colnaghi in 1815. Two 
of the shells in the hilt were missing ; they were restored in 1902. The blade was 
taken from the Wardrobe, cleaned, and fitted to the sword by the swordsmith 
Prosser, in 1877. 

The surface of the hilt is now brightened, though what it may originally have been is 
difficult to determine, for it has sadly suffered from over-cleaning. The pommel is oviform 
and hollow, formed generally by a succession of C-shaped scrolls linked together back to 
back. This same form of ornamentation is utilised at the end of the diagonally-curved 
quillons, and at the end and in the centre of the knuckle-guard. The guard is composed of 
four petal-shaped shells, each pierced with a diaper ornament. The grip is solid, and 
fashioned of brass, spirally fluted. The blade is 35^ in. long, grooved its entire length, and 
pierced in the grooving near the hilt, where it is also inscribed ivan martinez, en Toledo. 

685— A Cavalry Sword. 

The hilt is German , and of the end of the 18 th Century. The blade is of somewhat earlier 
date. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, represents a regulation form of guard, with knuckle- 
bow and shell. The grip and pommel are in one, and shaped as an eagle’s neck and head. 
This is in blued steel. The blade is 344- in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved, stamped 
with the letters r. h, e. many times repeated. The blade has had a ricasso ; this has been 
strengthened by additional plates riveted on either side. 

686— A Cup-hilted Rapier. 

Portuguese , third quarter of the 1 yth Century. 

The hilt has the characteristic depressed pommel, short grip, long straight quillons, and 
full shell and cup-guard of the Portuguese rapier. The blade is 46 in. long, very slender 
and grooved at the hilt, where are stamped the remaining letters of the word sahagum. 
It has been shortened at the ricasso. The brass-wire-bound grip is modern. 
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687—A Rapier. 

Made probably in Brescia for the French market. Third quarter of the ijth Century. 

The hilt is of bright steel, and fashioned on the lines of the “ small ” sword, but on a 
far larger scale. The pommel is melon-shaped. The knuckle-bow is of baluster form in 
the centre, the remainder hexagonal in section ; the quillons curve in an upward and 
downward direction, and thicken somewhat at the ends. The pas d'dne is of ample size, 
the shells full and of plain steel, with applied borders and small inner shell or “ guar da 
polvo ,” chiselled and pierced with scroll foliage. The grip of wood, bound spirally 
with steel wire and ribbon ; this is of a later date. The blade is 31^ in. long, of flattened 
oval section and grooved, inscribed sahagum. It also bears the running wolf and the 
King’s head mark. That it does not belong to the hilt is at once apparent by the length 
of its ricasso. 


6 88—A Sword. 

Italian workmanship , but of French fashion. Middle of the \yth Century, 

This type of hilt was in common use in France for the cavalry throughout the reigns 
of Louis XIII. and Louis XIV., though its fashion was by no means restricted to France, 
for we have it in England under the Commonwealth, and later under Charles II., James II., 
and Anne. It is of burnished steel, chiselled with oval panels of profile busts, upon a 
groundwork of scrolls ; those upon the shells are pierced a jour. Wooden grip, bound 
with steel wire ; an early 19th century addition. The blade is 33 in. long, grooved 
and inlaid with the running-wolf mark in brass, also bearing the fanciful numbering 
of 1 . 4.4.9. This, as also the number on the sword-blade (No. 60), 1 . 4 . 1 . 4, is 
often mistaken for the date of its manufacture. 

689—A “ Pillow ” Sword. 

English workmanship, third quarter of the ijth Century, 

This, like the sword of Charles I., No. 57, is of that curious uninteresting type of 
weapon that for a very short period found favour. It was chiefly in Holland that the 
fashion for its use lingered. The Cavaliers depicted in the pictures of Gerard Dow and 
Terburg are seen, nearly always armed with such a sword. Its name of “pillow” sword 
was, as already stated, derived from the fact that it hung by the pillow-head of the master 
of the house, ready at hand in case of sudden emergency. In this case the pommel is 
vase-shaped and hollow, having in its centre the bust of a negro ; this is repeated upon 
the ricasso covering. The short, slightly curved quillons are shaped as dolphins with 
open mouths, holding therein negro masks ; all the iron surfaces are russeted. The grip 
of wood, spirally bound with brass wire and brass chains. The blade is 3in. long, 
with waved, cutting edges. It is stamped hnns + loe (Hounslowe). In the Carlton 
House Inventory it figures as a “ Roman Sword ! ” 
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690—A u Small ” Sword. 

English workmanships late ijth Century, 

This hilt, which is of bright steel, represents the “ small ” or “ Court ” sword in one 
of its earliest forms, for although possessing similarly-shaped parts to its late descendant, 
the parts have not yet diminished in size, neither has their usefulness gone. Upon 
the hilt, at intervals, are chiselled in low relief the portrait busts of King William III. 
and Queen Mary II. ; these are varied by equestrian figures and profile heads of warriors. 
Portions of the groundwork are worked to a matted surface. The blade is 34^ in. long, 
of diamond-shaped section, grooved and gilt at the hilt, where it is etched with the 
name Francisco ruiz. The blade is old, but was added, together with the extremely 
unsuitable modern grip, by the swordsmiths Wilkinsons, of Pall Mall. 


691—A Sword. 

French workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century, 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection in 1817 by Mr. Stace, of 
Woolwich. 

The hilt is of “ small ” sword form, but the knuckle-guard opens in two parts on releasing 
a spring, so affording an additional defence for the hand. The whole surface of the hilt 
is blued, with general gilded outlines. It is also enriched with trophies and scroll-work 
inlaid in gold. The grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 34 in. long, 
of flattened diamond-shaped section, each face slightly hollowed. It is deeply etched and 
gilt with trophies and strap-work, introducing in an oval shield the crowned arms of 
France. Below is the jewel of the Order of St. Esprit. 


692—A Sword. 

French , late ijth Century. 

The form of this hilt is identical with No. 688. It is free from enrichment, except 
for slight friezes of acanthus leaves. The hilt is fashioned of steel, entirely fire-gilt; 
wooden grip, spirally bound with copper wire. The blade is 39! in. long, of flattened 
oval section, grooved, and inscribed francisco ruis, en Toledo. 


693-A Rapier. 

Spanish , late 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Bland the sword-cutler. 

It is of the cup-hilted type that for so long in Spain and Italy held its fashion 
and resisted the introduction of the “small” sword; in this example, its last and final 
stage of development is reached. The pommel is oviform, the cup and knuckle-guard 
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in one, the quillons short and passing through the cup. In the cup the right quillon 
has a semicircular depression to facilitate the grasp of the forefinger over the pas 
d'ane ; the grip of wood, bound with silver wire. The blade is 36i in. long, very 
slender, and of diamond-shaped section, grooved at the hilt and inscribed en Toledo. 
It has a ricasso, or shoulder, but it would seem not to have been made for the hilt, 
as it does not fit within the cup. 

694— A Sword. 

English workmanship, late 1 8 th Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by Lord Southampton. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is decorated with inlays of gold in two colours 
to form groups, scroll-work, etc.; it is of the regulation, almost modern, type of guard, 
consisting of a wide flat knuckle-bow from pommel to quillon. In this example this 
is double. The under plate can at pleasure be extended at a right angle to the other, 
giving a further protection to the hand. The grip of wood, spirally turned, and 
bound with silver-gilt wire and ribbon. The blade is 32! in. long, of flattened oval 
section, and grooved its entire length. At the hilt it is deeply etched with scroll-work 
and military trophies, fully gilt. 

695— A Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th or early 19th Century. 

It was purchased for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

This sword, from the fashion in which it was worn, seems to have been a military 

weapon, though by no means of a regulation type. The grip and pommel, after the 
manner of an Oriental scimitar, are in one, and fashioned of ivory, carved with a horse’s 
head. It has a simple cross-guard of burnished steel. The quillons are flat, and widening 

at the ends. Through the end of one is a ring to which is attached a gold lace 

sword-knot; this is jointed to a second ring in the pommel. Below the quillons is a 
cap that fits upon the top locket of the scabbard. The blade is 31 in. long and ot 
flattened diamond-shaped section, the faces somewhat hollowed, but with six shallow 
grooves within 5i in. of the hilt, where it is etched with scroll-work. The blade 
dates within the first quarter of the 19th century. The scabbard is of black leather, 
tooled with cross hatching ; it has three burnished steel mounts, the locket inscribed 
bland, st. james’. 

696— A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th or early 1 9th Century. 

Purchased for the Royal Collection from Bland, sword-cutler, St. James’ Street. 

The burnished steel hilt is a development from the “small” sword (No. 600) by the 

208 


Windsor Collection. 


addition of two bars from the ring to the knuckle-bow—a step in the direction of the 
artillery sword of to-day. The pommel is vase-shaped and faceted. The grip of 
wood, spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 34 in. long, back-edged, and 
hollowed on its faces; etched at the hilt with the Royal arms. 

697— A Regulation Military Sword. 

English ’workmanship , late 18 th or early 19 tli Century. 

The hilt exactly duplicates the one just described; it is somewhat smaller in its 
general proportion. The grip of turned ivory, bound with silver ribbons. The blade is 
33j in. long, and back-edged. 

698— A Regulation Infantry Sword. 

English ’workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Purchased for the Royal Collection from the maker. 

This hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of a fashion that remained in use almost the 
entire first quarter of the 19th century. The pommel is cap-like, and fits the top of the 
fluted horn grip. The knuckle-guard joins the quillon at a right angle. There is also a 
modification of the ring-guard. In the centre of the knuckle-bow and ring-guard are 
beaded ornaments ; other parts are slightly engraved with formal leafage. The blade is 
33 in. long, back-edged, and grooved on either face. By the action of acid its surface is 
given an artificial watering, similar in appearance to that seen on Oriental sword blades. 
At the hilt it is engraved and fully gilt with the Royal arms. The scabbard is of tooled 
black leather, with a locket and ferrule mount, the locket inscribed : bland and foster, 

SWORD-CUTLERS TO HIS MAJESTY, THE PRINCE OF WALES AND DUKE OF YORK, ST. JAMES* STREET. 


699—A Sword. 

Spanish ( Madrid ) workmanship, probably by Manuel Gutierrez, late 18//; Century. 

This sword was made in Madrid at the end of the 18th century, and was intended 
as a gift for the Prince of Wales (George IV.), but the presentation never took 
place. It was found by General Carrol, and by him sent for the Regent’s 
acceptance. Given to the Royal Collection by Major-General Parker Carrol, 
February, 1816 (see No. 716). 

In form this hilt represents the usual Portuguese cavalry type of the end of the 18th 
century. The pommel is oviform, with a simple knuckle-guard, pas d'ane and shell cup- 
guard. The workmanship is fine, and the design of its enrichment effective and simple, 
consisting of bold egg-and-tongue mouldings and small fiame-like ornaments chiselled in low 
relief, and in places pierced. The grip is of solid brass, and fluted, with narrow applied 
bands of steel. The blade is 35 in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, and fluted 
at the hilt, where it is also pierced, reserving the inscription : sa r'- a. jorge, principe 
de gales ; this is gilt, and bordered by bands of blueing. 
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700—A Rapier. 

Spanish or Portuguese , middle of the 18 th Century . 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Frere in 1804, when it was described as 
“ the sword of the great Duke of Alva.” 

The hilt is of burnished steel, and, like No. 693, represents the cup-hilt in one of its 
latest forms. The pommel is oviform, with the simple knuckle-guard and short, straight 
quillons, widening towards the ends. The shell-guard is almost plain ; it continues up, and 
is joined to the knuckle-guard in the Portuguese fashion. The grip bound with white 
metal wire. The blade is 36^ in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, grooved and inscribed 

. ' . DE TOMAS . ■ . DE .' . AIALA . - . 

* * * IP 


701—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanships last years of the 19 th Century . 

Purchased for the Royal Collection from Bland, St. James’ Street. 

The hilt, which is of brilliantly-burnished steel, represents the type shown in No. 703, 
with the addition of a basket-guard. The single quillon terminates in a lion’s mask ; the 
pommel is vase-shaped, with an acorn form above. The whole hilt decorated with a 
characteristic English scale pattern. The grip of wood, bound with copper-gilt wire and 
ribbons. The blade is 33 in. long, back-edged and grooved, etched with the Royal arms 
and the word London. 

7 0 2—A Rapier. 

English workmanship and fashion , second quarter of the 1 jth Century . 

The hilt, now of bright steel, represents a form that was in common use in England from 
1625 to 1640, and was the type of the Royalist rapier as opposed to the broadsword of the 
Commonwealth. In this example the pommel is oviform and fluted. The quillons, curving 
downward, finish in spiral curls; the shell is cup-like and in one piece with the quillons. 
It is pierced with various petal-shaped panels. This rapier retains its original grip of 
spirally-turned wood, bound with copper wire. The blade is 32 in. long, of flattened 
diamond-shaped section, grooved, and inscribed antonio picinino. The whole weapon 
is of small proportions. 


703—A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century . 

This sword duplicates the form of No. 694, but the steel guard does not open, and it is 
entirely free from ornamentation. Turned ebony grip, bound with steel wire. The blade 
is 31^ in. long, back-edged and light in manufacture. Black leather scabbard, tooled with 
cross hatching. It has its three original steel mounts. 
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704— A Regulation Infantry Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This extremely simple hilt, consisting of a flat knuckle-guard, quillon, and cap-like 
pommel fitting upon the grip, was in regular use in England until the middle of the 
19th century. The cavalry swords of Waterloo show us a variation of this type, and on the 
Continent it still exists, to the present time. The blade in this example is 32I- in. long, 
back-edged, with hollowed faces. 

705— A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 19 th Century. 

Purchased for the Royal Collection from Bland, St. James’ Street. 

The formation of the hilt is exactly similar to No. 701. It is of burnished steel, but 
differs in its decoration, for serpent-like forms constitute some of its principal guards. The 
pommel is chiselled with a lion’s head. The grip covered with shark’s palate, spirally 
bound with silver wire. The blade is 3 if in, long, of flattened oval section, singly fluted 
and with a doubly fluted ricasso inscribed me fecit . solingen. The blade dates from 
the end of the 17th century. 

706— A Regulation Military Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was worn by King George III., and was brought from Buckingham 
House in 1820. 

The burnished steel hilt is of the same type as No. 701, but the decoration consists of 
broad flat bars, pierced, with wide scrolls reserved in the steel. Faceted vase-shaped 
pommel. The grip spirally bound with silver wire and ribbon. The blade is 33 in. long, 
back-edged, and hollowed on its faces. Etched at the hilt with the Royal arms and the 

Word LONDON. 


707- A “Small” Sword Blade. 

German workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

It is of the “ Conishmarde ” type. Towards the tang it is crudely etched with sun, 
moon, and stars ; its surface considerably rubbed. 3if in. long. 

708- A “ Small ” Sword Blade. 

German workmanship , third quarter of the 1 St/i Century. 

It is of bayonet-shaped section, etched and gilt at the hilt with the Royal arms of 
England and the crowned monogram g. r. Beyond this the surface is blued, and beyond that 
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etched with emblematical figures inscribed justitia . fides . spes . fortitudo. 30^ in. 
long. Six inches from the tang, the blade has been broken, and mended with rivets. 

709- A “ Small” Sword Blade. 

German workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

It is of the “ Conishmarde ” type, of flattened hexagonal section. Etched and gilt at the 
hilt are the Royal arms and the crowned monogram g. r. iii. These are upon a blued 
ground. 32^ in. long. 

710- A Regulation Military Infantry Blade. 

German workmanship , dated 1798. 

It is back-edged, except at its extreme point ; its faces hollow. Etched and gilt with the 
Royal arms and the crowned monogram g. r. iii., gilt upon a blued ground. Upon the 
shoulder is the inscription konig gewehr fabrik, zu iiertsberg, 1798. joh. fried, raab. 
34f in. long. 

711- A Sword Blade. 

A German copy of a Spanish blade , middle of the 18 th Century. 

It is of flattened, hexagonal section, with a slight shoulder, grooved ; etched and gilt with 
scrolls and the inscription en Toledo. 35^ in. long. 

712- A Military Sword Blade. 

Birmingham workmanships early U)th Century. 

It is of flattened, diamond-shaped section, etched and gilt at the hilt with the Royal arms, 
the crowned monogram g. r. iii., and scroll-work ; this is upon a blued ground. Towards 
the tang is the inscription : warranted never to fail. tho. gill, Birmingham. 
32! in. long. 

713- A Chanfron. 

Belonging to the suit of armour No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. 

Upon the shield-shaped plume-holder, riveted to the centre, is the Royal Standard of 
Great Britain, surrounded by the Garter motto surmounted by a crown, on either side of 
which are the letters h. and p. [See Plate 31. 

714- A Sword Blade. 

German workmanships late 17/// Century. 

It is of flattened, oval section, simply grooved. 32^ in. long. 
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i5—A Sword Blade. 

German (So/ingen) workmanship, first years of the ijth Century. 

This blade, which is 2 in. wide, has a waved or flamboyant edge, a short grooved ricasso, 
and a central groove, where it is stamped with the numbers 1 . 4 . 1 . 4 and the running- 
wolf mark. At the hilt is stamped and engraved leafage scrolls ; all this shows traces of 
gilding. 33 in. long. This blade is from some processional sword. The numbering 
1 . 4 . 1 . 4, as it also appears on the sword No. 60, has no reference to the date, but is 
some arsenal or guild stamp. 


16— A Sword Blade. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by General Parker Carrol, February, 1816, 
together with the sword No. 699. 

It is identical with the blade upon the sword No. 699, but bearing upon the ricasso the 
name of its maker, manuel gutierrez, Madrid, ano de 1786. It is 36^ in. long. 

17— A Sword Blade. 

German workmanship , early ijth Century. 

It is back-edged, with hollow groove towards the tang. Roughly incrusted is a Maltese 
cross, and emblems in brass. At a somewhat later date finely etched upon it is a 
medallion portrait, with a ribbon above inscribed conrad t. schortz wvntartz. On the 
reverse side is a shield of arms. Beyond these are detached sprays of carnations, tulips, 
poppies, and other flowers. Further down the blade, six months on either face, is etched a 
calendar and the signs of the zodiac, as in the swords Nos. 42 and 682. It is 31-^ in. long. 


18— A Military Sword Blade. 

German workmanship , late 1 8 th Century. 

It is partly of flattened hexagonal and partly of flattened diamond-shaped section, etched 
and formerly gilt with the crowned monogram g. r., and scroll-work at the hilt. It is 
33! in. long. 

19— A Rapier Blade. 

Italian workmanship , late 1 6th Century. 

It is of flattened, hexagonal section, grooved and inscribed on either side r. n. s. r. n. s. 
r. n. s. g. It has a strong ricasso, stamped with the well-known name caino and the letters 
M. s. crowned. It is 34 in. long. It appears to have lost 10 in. of its original length. 
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7 20—A Large Tilting Elbow-guard. 

For reinforcing the left arm. 

Belonging to the suit of armour No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. 

[See Plate 31 . 

721 & 723—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish workmanships late 18 th Century. 

They are fashioned of silver-gilt, and of that spade-like form peculiar to the Orient. 
On the sides is a design of trellis work, pierced and showing an applied field of black 
velvet. The ornamentation is suggested by the French taste of the period of Louis XVI. 
The treads are pierced with open-work in three groups ; their surface is matted. They 
bear the Turkish silver-mark. 


722—A Rondel of a Lance. 

Belonging to the suit of armour No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. io| in. 
chain. [ See Plate 31. 


724 & 7 2 5-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships late 18 /// Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., by whom they were purchased from 
the makers in 1820. Sent to Windsor from the Royal Mews. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, inlaid with scroll-work in silver wire. The pommel- 
caps are of silver, embossed and chased with figures of Victory seated upon trophies of 
arms. The silver bears the maker’s mark, 1. k. (john king, circa 1785), but no date-letter. 
The thumb-plates are fashioned as oval, crowned escutcheons, bearing the monogram 
G. R. The barrels and locks are of brightened steel, and each in one piece, the former 
in. long and circular in section. Ordinary flint-locks, but with safety-catches that 
lock the flash-pans when the hammers are at half-cock. The lock-plates are engraved 
with flowers, scrolls, and the names of the makers, griffin and tow, London. 


72 6 Sc 727—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., by whom they were purchased from 
the maker in 1820. Sent to Windsor from the Royal Mews. 

The stocks are of plain walnut-wood, the pommel-caps of silver, cast and chased with 
a mask bearing the same maker’s mark as the preceding, Nos. 724, 725 (john king), 
but no silver date-letter. The thumb-plates are also of silver, each formed as a shield, 
surmounted by a helmet engraved with the crowned monogram g. r. The barrels are 
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NO 713. A CHANFRON.THE DEFENCE FOR THE HORSES HEAD BELONGING TO THE HARNESS M 678. MADE FOR HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES 
N? 720. AN ELBOW GUARD FOR TILTING BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 722. A RONDEL OF A LANCE BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 783. A VOLANT-PIECE FOR TILTING BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 78 5. A SECOND CLOSED HELMET BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 789.. A'REINFORCING’ BEVOR BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 791. ARONDEL OF A LANCE BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
N9 7 99. A'REINFORCING’ MENT0NN1F.RE BELONGING TO THE SAME HARNESS 
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7 in. long, with flattened lines of sight, inscribed griffin, London. Ordinary flint-locks, 
also bearing the name of griffin. 


728-A Flint-lock Magazine Pistol. 

English workmanships late 18/// Century. 

The principle upon which this pistol is reloaded after each discharge is exactly the 
same as in the gun No. 451. The stock is of walnut-wood, hollowed to receive the 
charges of ball and powder. It is encrusted with scroll-work in silver wire ; it has also 
a pommel-cap of silver, cast and chased with a lion, buildings, etc. The barrel and lock 
are in one piece ; inside is the revolving brass cylinder. The barrel is 5^ in. long, partly 
octagonal in section, unscrewing at the breech ; strongly rifled. The whole engraved 
with scroll- and shell-work. Upon the lock-plate is the name of the maker, parkes, 

of LONDON. 

729 & 734—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish , late 18//; Century. 

They are entirely of silver-gilt, and similar to Nos. 721 and 723 in form, although 
rather larger in proportion. Around the sides, chased in low relief, is a form of French 
Louis XVI. ribbon-pattern bordering. The treads are solid. 


730 & 733—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish , late 18 th Century. 

They are entirely of silver-gilt, and in form and decoration closely resemble Nos. 721 
and 723. The sides are cast, chased, and pierced with a Louis XVI. ornamentation, 
showing a velvet field beneath. The treads are solid, worked to a matted surface. 


731 & 732-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanships middle of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, inlaid flush to the surface with arms and scroll-work 
in engraved silver. The pommel-caps are of silver, cast and chased with grotesque masks, 
bearing the maker’s mark of jeconiah ashley, circa 1750, but no date-letter. The 
thumb-plates are each formed as oval silver escutcheons, surmounted by a crown and 
engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers. The barrels and locks are in one piece ; 
the former are 7 in. long and unscrew at the breech. The latter are on the ordinary 
flint-and-steel principle, with safety-catches, inscribed upon ribbons columbell, London. 
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734A-A Sword. 

English workmanship, first quarter of the 19 th Century. 

The sword is taken from the Coronation regalia of King George IV., and was 
placed in the Windsor Armoury by command of His Majesty King Edward VII. 
in August, 1902. 

The hilt is of plain cruciform shape, and, inclusive of the grip, entirely fashioned 
of gold. The pommel is almost circular and flat, the quillons short, of square-shaped 
section, with oval finials ; a V-shaped plate projects over the top chape of the scabbard. 
The whole is cast and finely chased. On the front face, in an upright panel, is the 
figure of Britannia, below which is a crown ; below this again is the rose, shamrock, 
and thistle. The remainder of the ornamentation consists of acanthus leaves and honey¬ 
suckle, the entire ground being worked to a matted surface. The blade is 27^ in. long, 
of flattened hexagonal section. The scabbard is of black leather, with gold ferrule and 
locket-mount, the latter bearing the date-letter for 1821 and the inscription rundell, bridge 
and rundell, jewellers to his MAJESTY. On the reverse side is a deep flat hook for 
suspension to the frog of the belt. 
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CASE L. 

I T may occur to some readers that the usually accepted name of the claymore, as applied 
to the basket-hilted sword in use even to the present day with the Scotch Highland dress, 
has in this Catalogue been entirely omitted. To call such a sword a claymore is a 
common anachronism, as from the derivation of the Gaelic word claymore — clad-hea-more, or 
“ great sword ”—we understand the true meaning of the word. The clad-hea-more was the large 
two-handed sword in use in Scotland during the 15th and 16th century; specimens of which 
are occasionally to be seen in private collections, but they are very rare, and possibly the 
number of known examples is less than two score. The basket-hilted sword was not of Scotch 
origin, but was first used in Venice by the Schiavoni, or hired soldiery, their particular form 
of sword being called the schiavona. After its introduction into England in the first years 
of the 17th century it became a favourite cavalry weapon, and in the second quarter of the 

18th century was the accepted arm of nearly all regular cavalry. From England it was 

introduced into Scotland, where it found ready favour among the stalwart Highlanders, and 
where it received its now universally known, though as before stated, inaccurate name of 
the claymore. 

735—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt is of TLnglish workmanships last years of the 18 th Century, The blade is 
German , and of late ijth Century date. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from the maker. Bland. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, although conforming to the usual basket form, 
has for decoration roughly chiselled groups of armour and arms. The grip of wood, 

covered with shark’s palate, spirally bound with copper wire. The blade is 32§ in. long, 

back-edged and trebly grooved, stamped with the inscription gott bewahr die oprechte 
schotten. The scabbard is of black leather, tooled with geometrical designs, steel ferrule 
and chape, the latter inscribed in pricked lettering: bland, st. James’s. [See Plate 32. 

736—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , last years of the 1 jth Century . 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt, which is of steel painted black and decorated with gilding to represent gold 
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damascening, is of the usual somewhat rough 17th century type, with pierced heart and 
other ornamentation, still in vogue on the modern so-called claymore. The grip of 
wood, covered with shark’s-skin and bound with copper wire. The leather lining 
and sword-knot were added in the time of George III. The blade is 324- in. long, 
back-edged and grooved, stamped with the name andrea ferara, also a trefoil 
ornament. [See Plate 32. 

737-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , first years of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, and in formation similar to the last described. The 
grip of wood, covered with shark’s-skin, spirally bound with copper ribbon. The 
leather and velvet lining, also the gold-lace fringe, were added in the time of George III. 
The blade is 32! in. long, doubly fluted almost its entire length, and inscribed andrea 
farrara ; it has a short ricasso. 

73 8-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt and blade are of English workmanship , first years of the 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, of similar formation to the last described, but of larger 
proportions, and in addition to the decoration of heart-shaped friezes it has fluted bars 
and pommel. The grip of wood, covered with shark’s-skin, spirally bound with 
copper ribbons. The blade is 334- in. long, and of flattened oval section, with a ricasso 
upon which are stamped the arms of England. Stamped also upon the blade is the 
well-known king’s-head mark and the name andrea farrara ; both these, however, seem 
to be contemporary forgeries. On either cutting edge it has two slight grooves. 

739-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt is of English manufacture , first half of the 18 th Century. The blade of 
somewhat earlier date. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, and although of the accepted basket form is somewhat 
more ornate in its piercings and fluting than was customary. At the back of the 
knuckle-guard is applied a small silver plate engraved with a crown and the letters 
G. R. : also stamped below the single quillon are the letters 1. s. g. The grip of 
wood, covered with shark’s-skin, with ferrules and spirally bound ribbons of silver. The 
leather lining and sword-knot are of the time of George III. The blade is 33^ 
in. long, i| in. wide at the hilt, and of flattened oval section, grooved and inscribed 
andrea ferara, also inlaid with the imperial orb in copper. The blade has a ricasso 
or shoulder. 
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740—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , late \jth Century. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel and very largely proportioned, presents a 
feature introduced from Scotland into this form of hilt; it is the insertion of a hollow 
oval ring on the left-hand side of the basket, so that in a slashing downward cut the 
four fingers of the left hand could be inserted: it thus forms a grip for the left hand to 
reinforce the blow. The grip is a modern addition. The blade is 38 in. long, of 
flattened octagonal section, etched, gilt and blued at the hilt, with military trophies, 
ensigns, etc. The scabbard is of black leather, tooled with lines, and with steel ferrule 
and locket, the latter inscribed foster, st. james’s street, sword cutler to his majesty, 
the prince of wales, and duke of York. The scabbard and blade were added at a 
later date. 


741-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century. 

Proportioned for a boy. This was one of the first swords worn by King 
George IV. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, and like the last described is of Scotch Highland fashion. 
The grip of wood, covered with shark’s palate, and spirally bound with silver wire. 
The blade is 264 in. long, back-edged and hollowed on either face. 


742-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. The blade is dated 1702. 
This sword was bought from Foster, the sword cutler, for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt, of burnished steel, is of the conventional basket form, but somewhat unusual 
in its decoration. Around the sides are rectangular panels engraved with the cross of St. 
Andrew, trophies, arms, and the masks of Hercules and Mercury. The pommel is 
fluted. The grip of wood, covered with shagreen and spirally bound with silver wire. 
The blade is 36! in. long, back-edged, and trebly grooved nearly its entire length ; 
within 7! in. of the point it alters to a flattened diamond-shaped section. The various 
grooves are pierced with a series of holes. There is a ricasso to the blade, where it 
is stamped with the date anno 1702. The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with a 
steel locket and ferrule mount, the former inscribed, foster, st. james’s street, sword 

CUTLER TO HIS MAJESTY, THE PRINCE OF WALES, AND DUKE OF YORK. 
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743—A Regulation Sword. 

The hilt is English workmanship , the blade of German work , dated 1772. 

Proportioned for a boy. This was the first sword ever worn by King George IV. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, presents the style of “ small ” regulation sword 
as represented in No. 600 in this Collection. The grip of wood, spirally bound with 
silver wire. The blade is 25^ in. long, back-edged and with hollow faces, etched, blued 
and gilt at the hilt, with the crowned monogram t. b., the Royal Standard, and the 
inscription johann Frederick raab, 1772. fabrique royale, iiertzberg. 


744—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , first half of the 18//z Century. 

This sword belonged to King George II. 

The hilt is an exact reproduction of No. 739, with the exception that upon the small 
applied silver plate, engraved beside the crown, are the letters g. p., and below, de w. 
The grip of wood, covered with sharkVskin, with silver ferrules and spiral ribbons. 
The blade is 3if in. long, and !■§ in. wide at the hilt, of flattened oval section, trebly 
grooved, and inscribed on either side sasa farara ; also inlaid with the Imperial orb 
in copper. There is a strong ricasso or shoulder. [See Plate 32. 


745—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , late ijth Century. 

The hilt is of burnished steel and of coarse 17th century manufacture and decoration. 
The grip of wood, bound with shark’s-skin. The blade is 34f in. long, and of curious 
section, for on one face it is flat and slightly hollowed, and the other is moulded to an 
acute ridge towards its back edge. ■ The blade has been adapted to the hilt. No. 679 
in this Collection has a blade of very similar section. 


746—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

English workmanship , late 1 %th Century. 

The hilt, now of brightened steel, is of the type represented in the last example. 
The grip of wood, covered with shark’s-skin, and spirally bound with copper wire. 
The blade is 33^ in. long and of flattened section, stamped with five king’s heads on 
either side and the name andrea farara, but this, like the same appearing upon 
No. 73 8, is in all probability a contemporary forgery. The blade has been furthermore 
lengthened by the addition of an applied plate on either side of the ricasso ; this is 
roughly etched with a conventional floral ornament. The blade has been adapted to 
the hilt. 
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747—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. The blade German 
and of contemporary date. 

The steel surface of the hilt is blued. Apart from certain careful technicalities of 
manufacture it is unattractive, as it is badly designed and ill proportioned. On either 
side of the basket are oval panels, each containing a thistle crowned ; the pommel is 
chased with scale ornaments. The grip of wood, covered with shark’s palate, bound 
spirally with copper wire. The blade is 33^ in. long, of flattened oval section, grooved, 
etched and gilt, with the inscription j. j. runkel, solingen. The groundwork is gilt 
and blued, with scroll designs, now considerably corroded by rust. 


748—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship, late 1 ~jth Century. 

The hilt, now painted black and gold, is of the usual 17th century type. The grip 
of wood, covered with black shagreen. The basket still retains its original 18th century 
leather and cloth lining. The blade is 32 in. long, of flattened oval section, grooved, 
pierced and inscribed peteer mengen ; also stamped with the bladesmith’s mark, a bell. 
With it is a black leather scabbard, with steel locket and ferrule. 


749—A u Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , the blade German , and dated 1782. 

Bought from Bland, the sword-cutler, for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of the type represented in No. 705, with 
the exception that additional bars are added on either side of the knuckle-bow. The 
pommel is dome-shaped and fluted. The grip of wood, covered with shark’s palate, 
and spirally bound with silver ribbons. The blade is 36 in. long, back-edged, within 
13 in. of the point hollowed and fluted on either face, etched, blued and gilt with 
various ornaments, the monogram t. b. crowned, trophies of arms, and the inscription 
nec asperaterrent. On its back edge is the inscription johann Frederick raab, a 

HERZBERG. I 78 2. 


750—A “ Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , late 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, exactly duplicates the last described. The blade 
is 344 in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved ; it alters to a different section at the 
hilt. 
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751—A u Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship and fashion , last years of the 18/// Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, represents a type that is many times duplicated 
in this Collection. The wide, flat knuckle-guard, with triple bars added on either side, 
is in this case enriched with faceting, which decoration is also employed upon the 
acorn-shaped pommel cap. The grip of wood, covered with shark’s-skin, spirally bound 
with copper ribbons. The blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged and trebly grooved; it is 
roughly etched with horsemen in late 17th century costumes, and inscribed pro deo 
fide et patria—vivat. The scabbard is of tooled black leather, with steel locket and 
ferrule. 


752-A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , the blade German. Middle of the 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to Colonel Shirley, of the Horse Guards. 

The hilt is of steel, now brightened, and interesting on account of its completeness, 
the exterior side being built up of three oval panels containing a fleur-de-lys-like form 
of ornament. The inner side is shortened by one oval panel, thus giving vantage to an 
easier play of the wrist. The grip of wood, covered with shark’s palate, and spirally 
bound with copper wire. The blade is 33^ in. long, back-edged, with hollowed faces and 
singly grooved. It is deeply etched and gilt at the hilt with the crowned monogram 
G. R., also small panels of scroll-work. 


753—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , the blade German. Third quarter of the 18 th 
Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers. Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, of burnished steel, is very largely proportioned, of good workmanship 
though of a commonplace model ; the single quillon finishes in a flat ribbon-pattern 
end. The various bars are decorated with fluting and pierced hearts. To the knuckle- 
bow is applied in embossed and surface-chased steel the Prince of Wales’ feathers, whilst 
upon this again is a crown and the ribbon bearing the motto ich dien, in copper gilt. 
The leather and cloth lining to the locket, the tassels, etc., are of late 18th century date. 
The grip of wood covered with shark’s-skin. The blade is 40^ in. long, of heavy, 
flattened oval section, if in. wide, and stamped with crescent-and-star forms. At the 
extreme hilt is impressed a small shield containing a lion rampant. [See Plate 32. 
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754—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

Scotch workmanship , last years of the ijth Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt, which is entirely of silver, is fashioned on the lines of the usual basket-hilted 
sword, but being of rather earlier date than the generality of those in this Collection, its 
general outline is somewhat simpler and its bars wider ; into the basket-hilt are worked 
the crowned monograms j. R. and c. r., having reference to Charles II. and James II. 
of England ; between these, is an oblong oval panel with a scroll outline. The grip 
of wood, covered with black fish-skin, spirally bound with a silver ribbon. The blade 
is 32J in. long, back-edged, its faces hollowed and fluted, also having a shoulder or ricasso. 
Upon it, somewhat carelessly etched, is a group of formal foliage, and the name andrea 
farara, a palpable contemporary forgery of the famous bladesmith’s name. The leather 
sword-knot and lining within the basket were added in the time of King George III. 

[See Plate 32. 

7 5 5—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

Scotch (Edinburgh) workmanship , first quarter of the 1 gth Century. 

This broadsword, with the dirk No. 15, and the belt and powder-flasks Nos. 648 
and 662, were furnished by Mr. Hunder, jeweller and sword-cutler, of Edin¬ 
burgh, on the occasion of King George IV.’s visit to Scotland in 1822. 

This sword, perhaps the most unattractive weapon in all the Royal Collection, owes this 
well-merited criticism to the fact of its ill-balanced and misshapen proportions, for the hilt 
presents an ugly combination of the English cavalry sword of the early part of the 19th 
century and the common Scotch broadsword. The hilt, which is of burnished steel, 
duplicates its form on either side of the knuckle-guard, having a circular panel engraved 
and gilt with a crowned thistle ; this is held in position by three faceted bars. The 
pommel is of thistle form and faceted, the grip of ivory, spirally turned and mounted with 
faceted steel ferrules. The basket retains its original crimson velvet and leather lining. 
The blade is 33^ in. long, ot flattened oval section and grooved. Almost its entire 
surface is etched and gilt upon a blued ground with the following devices : upon one 
side, starting at the hilt,—a trophy of arms, above which is the figure of St. George 
combating with the Dragon, after the design of B. Pistrucd, above again, a second trophy 
of arms, hung beneath which is the Star of the Order of the Garter. Above this, the 
White Horse of Hanover, above, the cipher g. r. ; the sword and sceptre crossed 
surmounted by a crown ; and finally above all the figure of Justice. On the reverse side, 
starting at the hilt,—a trophy introducing the figure of Britannia ; above, a ribbon 
inscribed nemo me impune lacessit ; above, the figure of St. Andrew bearing the cross; 
above, a trophy of arms and the Royal standard. Above this the Collar and Star of the 
Order of the Thistle, and finally above all a Highlander in full costume, with bonnet, 
broadsword, and buckler. All these compositions are framed in boughs of foliage. The 
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scabbard is of wood covered with crimson velvet, with a deep ferrule and locket mount, 
etched, blued, and gilt in a similar manner to the blade. 

756- A Basket-hilted Sword. 

Scotch {Elgin) workmanship , late ijth Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt, which is of silver, bears the Elgin hall-mark, the date-letter d, and the 
Deacon’s mark v. s. linked (possibly that of william scott, of Aberdeen). In form it 
exactly duplicates that of No. 754, with the exception that in place of the j. R. crowned, 
the Roman numerals 11. are introduced, with the thistle between ; beneath are two 
ribbons, inscribed : premium hoc ab ill mo dno. alex*° marchione de huntly oblatum 

QUOD ADEPTUS EST GEO. GORDON DE GLESHRIA HAsREDIBUS SUIS TRANSMITTI JUBET. Upon 

the broad flat knuckle-guard is the hall-mark, also the inscription, wins at king Charles’ 

FAIR AT HUNTLY CASTELL, THE SECUNT TUESDAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1713, ALL HORSES NOT 
EXIDING ONE HUNDRED MARKES OF PRICE ARE ADMITED TO RUNE, THE RIDERES STAKING 
CROWNES APEACE, WHICH AR GIVEN TO THE POOR WHO MAY PRAY THAT YE MONARCHIE AND 
ROYALL FAMILY MAY BE LASTING AND GLORIOUS IN THES KINGDOMES. The leather lining 

to the hilt is of the time of King George III., the grip of wood, spirally bound with 
silver wire and ribbons. The blade is 35 in. long, of flattened oval section, with a 
short trebly-fluted ricasso. 

757- A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt is of Scotch workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt is of steel and brass, used alternately, the form is customary type, but the 
workmanship good and the design generally ingenious; the edges of the various bars are 
faceted, and many of the flutings within the bars are silvered. The grip of wood covered 
with black fish-skin, mounted with ferrules and ribbons of silver. The silver-lace tassel 
and crimson lining to the basket are of the time of George III. The blade is 33! in. long, 
back-edged and fluted, inscribed andria ferara ; beneath is an impressed quatrefoil stamp ; 
it has a shoulder or ricasso. [See Plate 32. 

758- A Basket-hilted Sword. 

Scotch {Aberdeen) workmanship , late ijth Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

It has a silver basket-hilt and pommel, similar to Nos. 754 and 756, with the 
Aberdeen hall-mark, and Deacon’s mark, r. g. The guard is of open work, with 
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the initials c. R. crowned, joined by a St. Andrew’s cross; on the other side the 
Roman numeral n. crowned, a thistle, and a fleur-de-lys. In the centre of the basket is 
inscribed: given by the duke of Gordon and winn at huntley castle, the second 

THURSDAY OF SEPTEMBER IJ2J YEARS. ALL HORSES NOT EXCEEDING 1 3 HANDS AND 2 
INCHES HIGH ARE ADMITTED TO RUNN, AND THE WINNING HORSE TO BE SOLD FOR ONE 
HUNDRED MARKS, IF REQUIRED, BY THE JUDGE OF THE RACE, THE RIDERS STAIKING CROWNS 
APIECE, WHICH ARE GIVEN TO THE POOR TO PRAY THAT THE MONARCHY AND ROYAL 
FAMILY MAY BE LASTING AND GLORIOUS IN THESE KINGDOMS. The grip of wood, bound 
with silver wire. The blade is 33! in. long, trebly grooved and gilt in the channels, 
inscribed andria farara. It has a ricasso, stamped with an oval shield, bearing the 
monogram c. b. \See Plate 32. 

7 5 9—A Basket-hilted Sword. 

The hilt of English 'workmanship, last years of the 18 th Century. The blade Spanish, 
of somewhat earlier date. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Knubley. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, presenting no particular points of interest save fine quality 
of workmanship. The grip of wood, covered with black fish-skin, and spirally bound 
with silver wire. The blade is 34- in. long, of flattened, octagonal section, grooved, and 
inscribed on either face, sed cui vide ; it has a small shoulder. Faintly etched upon the 
upper part of the blade is the name, andrea ferara. This is, however, a comparatively 
modern addition. 

760— A “ Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler Bland. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, almost duplicates that of No. 706, but it is 
larger in proportion and more elaborate in its decoration, the pommel being vase-shaped, and 
chiselled in low relief with scale work. This same scale pattern a jour is in oval panels 
about the guard. The grip of wood, covered with white shark’s-skin and bound with 
silver wire. The blade is 26^ in. long, back-edged, and with hollowed faces blued and gilt 
at the hilt, the remainder of the blade etched to a watered surface. The scabbard is of 
tooled black leather, with a steel ferrule and locket mount, the latter inscribed bland, 

SWORD-CUTLER TO THE KING AND PRINCE OF WALES. 

761— A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 8 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The burnished steel hilt approaches the form of the existing artillery sword, but the 
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pommel fits cap-like the top of the grip ; many of the bars are decorated with a 
cable design. The grip of wood covered with shark’s palate, and spirally bound with 
copper wire. The blade is 35^ in. long, of flattened oval section, having a shoulder or 
ricasso, above which it is doubly grooved at either edge; it is stamped with the negro- 
head mark, four times repeated on either side ; it also bears the name andrea farara. 
The scabbard is of black leather, tooled, with three steel mounts and double rings for 
suspension ; upon the locket is the inscription : bland and foster, st. James’s. 

2—A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 8th Century. 

The hilt, of burnished steel, is fashioned on the principle of the last described, 
but is more elaborate in its enrichment, depending upon C-shaped scrolls, monsters’ 
heads and knotted designs for the solidity of its guard. The pommel is oviform 
and hollow, similar to that seen upon the “ small ” sword. The grip of wood, covered 
with shark’s palate and bound spirally with copper wire. The leather lining to 
the basket-hilt and the sword-knot were added in the early part of the 19th century. 
The blade is 34 in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved ; it has a ricasso, and bears 
the name andria farra. The letter a is omitted between the double R in farra ; 
this, together with the poor quality of the steel, shews it to be a late 18th 
century forgery of that well-known maker’s work. The scabbard is of black tooled leather, 
with locket and ferrule mount, the former engraved with scroll-work in keeping with 
the hilt. 


)—A u Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Armoury from the sword-cutler, Bland. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, duplicates the form seen in No. 694. The 
simple, wide knuckle-bow being double, can be opened at right angles on a hinge, so as 
to form a wider guard. The pommel is elongated and faceted. The grip of wood, 
covered with shark’s-skin, spirally bound with silver ribbon. The blade is 31! in. long, 
back-edged and grooved, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt. Tooled black leather 
scabbard with three steel mounts ; engraved upon the locket is the name bland. 


I-—A u Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late \8th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Bland. 

The burnished steel hilt exactly duplicates in form that of No. 761, but is richer in 
design, its various bars being flattened and chiselled a jour with a characteristic English 
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scale ornamentation. The grip of turned ivory. The blade is 36 in. long, back-edged 
and hollowed on either face, etched at the hilt with the Royal arms. The scabbard is 
of black tooled leather, with three steel mounts and two rings for suspension. Upon the 
locket is the name bland, st. James’s. 


765- A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18//2 Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, which is fashioned on the lines of that used formerly by the French Garde- 
de-corps, is of copper gilt ; it has a cap-like pommel, fluted and pierced shell-guard on 
either side of the rectangular knuckle - guard. The grip of wood covered with fish 
skin, spirally bound with wire. The blade is 36^ in. long, and of flattened, octagonal 
section. The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with a locket, chape and ferrule of copper 
gilt ; there are two rings for suspension. Upon the locket is engraved the names bland 

AND FOSTER, ST. JAMES’S. 

766- A “ Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 1 %th Century. 

The hilt, which is of copper gilt, is fashioned on the lines of the regulation French 
cavalry sword in use under Louis XIV., but there is the addition of a scroll-shaped 
knuckle-guard ; this is surmounted by a crown, and applied to it in the centre is a lion 
and crown ; the other decoration used upon the hilt being a form of Louis XV. scroll-work. 
The grip of wood, covered with leather. The blade is 34^ in. long, back - edged and 
doubly grooved, stamped with the monogram 1 . h. s. ; it has been strengthened by an 
applied shoulder. The scabbard is of wood, bound with leather, and almost entirely plated 
with copper gilt, embossed and chased with scroll-work. At the locket it is inscribed 

PROSSER, LONDON. 


767-A “ Regulation ” Infantry Sword. 

German fashion , early 19 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-smith, Prosser, in 1816. This 
sword is a copy of that given by the Emperor Alexander of Russia to Prince 
Blucher, 

The hilt is of copper gilt, with a wooden, wire-bound grip. The blade is 34^ in. 
long and back-edged where it widens to an almost circular section ; this graduates at 
the point. A blade very similar to this in section was used as a regulation infantry 
weapon in the British army up to the year 1868. 
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768— A M Regulation ” Infantry Sword. 

The hilt of English workmanship , middle of the 1 Sth century. The blade German., 
and of somewhat earlier date. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt, which is of copper gilt, shows a simple form of guard that remained in 
fashion for more than a century. The use of it commenced in the middle of the 
17th century, and finished towards the end of the 18th century. The grip of wood, 
spirally bound with silver wire. The blade is 32-^ in. long, back-edged, and doubly 
grooved, inscribed in the grooves me fecit . solingen. The scabbard is of black tooled 
leather, with gilt ferrule and locket, the latter engraved with the name of foster, 
st. james’s street, etc., etc. 

769— A a Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship , first quarter of the uqtli Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. 

The hilt, which is copper gilt, with its lion-mark pommel, resembles the regulation 
naval sword of to-day, although the guard, which consists of two bars joined by 
pierced scale-work, gives it a somewhat earlier character. The blade is 32^ in. long, 
and trebly grooved; the scabbard is of wood, covered with leather and heavily mounted 
with brass, inscribed foster, etc., etc. 

770— A “ Regulation ” Sword. 

German fashion and workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The hilt, which is of copper gilt, is entirely cast from one piece ; in form it is the 
type of No. 768, with the addition of a wide knuckle-guard, cast and chased with an 
eagle holding a sceptre; above is a crown and a flaming sun; upon the breast of 
the eagle is the crowned monogram t. R. The grip of wood covered with leather. 
The blade is 34 in. long, back-edged, hollowed on its faces and partly grooved, etched 
and gilt, with a trophy of arms surmounted by the crowned eagle and the monogram 
t. R. w. 

771— A u Regulation ” Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century . 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, which is of copper gilt, like No. 765, is fashioned on the lines of that 
used by the French Garde-de-corps. However, it is characteristically English in its 
surface decoration, for it is engraved with laurel foliage, military trophies, etc. The 
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grip of wood, covered with fish-skin. The blade, which has been adapted to the 

hilt, is 37 in. long, and of Spanish manufacture ; it is of flattened hexagonal section, 

etched with the inscription on dios, una lei, vn rei. The scabbard is of tooled black 
leather, with three mounts chased to correspond with the hilt. The locket is inscribed 

BLAND AND FOSTER, ST. JAMES’S STREET. 

772-A “Regulation” Sword. 

Late ijth Century workmanship. 

This sword was given by Charles XII. of Sweden to Charles, Earl of 
Peterborough and Monmouth. On the extinction of the title in 1814 it 
was given by J. B. Smith, one of the last Earl’s executors, to the Earl of 
Yarmouth, who in turn presented it to the Prince Regent’s Collection at 
Carlton House. 

The hilt is of brass, and of the simple regulation type seen in Case J. The grip 

of wood, bound with wire. The blade is 34^ in. long, and of flattened octagonal 

section, deeply etched and gilt at the hilt with the Royal arms of Sweden. 


773— A “Regulation” Sword. 

Third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to King George III., and was taken from Augusta Lodge, 
Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. It was the regulation sword of the 
first troop of the Horse Guards during the last quarter of the 18th century. 

The steel hilt consists of a pommel chiselled as a lion’s head, a knuckle-guard, shells, 
and counter-guards. The grip of wood, spirally bound with silver wire. The blade 
is 32 in. long, back-edged, doubly grooved, and with a ricasso or shoulder, upon which 
is stamped the Royal standard. Above this is some poorly etched scroll-work, 
introducing the name andrea ferara; this name is an undoubted forgery. 

774— A “Regulation” Sword. 

The hilt is English , late 1 8th Century; the blade Indian , 1 yth Century. . 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Foster, the sword-cutler. 

The burnished steel hilt shows diversion from the usual late 18th century regulation 

cavalry hilt. The grip is of wood, bound with shark’s palate. The blade is 33^ in. 

long, and of Indian, probably Tanjore manufacture ; its surface is watered to that 

dull grey colour that in Persia is known by the name of Sham. It is fitted to the hilt 

after the manner of the Indian tulwar , that is, by broad tongues issuing from the hilt, 

fastened by six rivets to the blade. The blade has been somewhat narrowed to fit the 

. 

grip. 
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775- A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late \%th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Mr. Bullock in 1817. This was the 
regulation sword of the first troop of the Horse Guards during the last 
quarter of the 18th century. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, is of the form seen in No. 773. The grip 
of brass gilt, spirally bound with copper wire. The blade is 34A in. long, back- 
edged, hollowed on the faces and grooved at its back-edge ; it is stamped with the 
name andrea ferara. To the sword has been fitted a steel scabbard : this is of more 
recent date. 

776— A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to Field Marshal Conway, and according to the old Carlton 
House Inventory was his favourite weapon. The edge has been ground for 
service. 

The hilt, which is of burnished steel, exactly duplicates that of No. 761. The grip 
is heavy, of wood covered with shark’s palate, and spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. 
The blade is 36 in. long, back-edged, grooved and hollowed on its faces. The scabbard 
of tooled black leather, with a steel ferrule and chape. 


777—A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century . 

This sword was worn by the Marquis of Granby at the battle of Minden. 
It was bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers. Bland and 
Foster, 

The burnished steel hilt is of the same type as the last described, but of more delicate 
proportions and finer workmanship. The grip of wood, covered with fish-skin, and 
bound with a spiral silver ribbon. The blade is 36 in. long, of flattened hexagonal 
section, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt with the inscription vive le roy, and the 
crowned monogram G. R. hi. 

7 7 8-A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , late l8//i Century. The blade is late 16 th Century , and 
probably German . 

This sword belonged to the Marquis of Granby. It was bought for the Royal 
Collection from the sword-cutler. Marsh. 

The burnished steel hilt is of the type described. The grip of wood, covered with 
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shark’s-skin, and spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 35 in. long, of flattened 
oval section ; upon it is stamped the running wolf mark and the numbers 14 . . 41. 
This must not be read as a date. 


779—A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The burnished steel hilt is of the type described. The grip of wood, covered with 
shark’s palate, spirally bound with a silver ribbon. The blade is 35^ in. long, of 
flattened oval section, and grooved. It is etched and gilt at the hilt with strap-work 
and the inscription pro deo et patria. The scabbard is of steel, with two rings for 
suspension. 


780—A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanships ^ ate 1 8M Century . 

The burnished steel hilt is of the type described, although rather coarser in workmanship. 
The grip of wood, covered with fish-skin, and spirally bound with copper wire. The 
blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged, grooved on its faces and fluted, stamped at the hilt 
with the name harvey. 


781--A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

The burnished steel hilt is of the type described, but of finer workmanship and 
superior in design, the pommel being vase-shaped and spirally fluted. The various bars 
are fluted and hollowed, having also finely beaded edging. The grip of ivory, spirally 
fluted. The blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged, and hollowed on its faces, etched, blued 
and gilt at the hilt. The scabbard is of wood, covered with black shagreen, with a 
very deep steel ferrule and locket mount. The sword has been worn in a “ frog ” hanger. 


78 a—An Infantry Sword. 

English workmanship, last years of the 18 th Century. 

The hilt is of copper gilt and of the usual infantry type, with a cap-like pommel, 
knuckle-guard and double-fluted shell. The grip of wood, covered with fish-skin, 
spirally bound with copper wire. The blade is 32^- in. long and of flattened hexagonal 
section, etched, blued and gilt at the hilt with the Royal arms, scroll-work, etc. 
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7 8 3-A Grand-guard, or Volant piece, for Tilting. 

This belongs to the suit No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. 

It is of three parts: (i.) the bevor protector, opening on the right-hand side with 
a flanged edge, so as not to obscure the line of sight, (ii.) The principal plate protecting 
the upper part of the breastplate; this is riveted upon the bevor-guard with large 
hemispherically-headed rivets, and again riveted upon this, above the left arm, is (iii.) a 
narrow plate, to which is attached the fastening strap. [See Plate 31. 


784-A Grand-guard, or Volant piece, for Tilting. 

This belongs to the suit No. 677. 

It is fashioned in one piece, and was held in position by a screw-nut fastened to 
the bevor protector and by a staple attaching its lower edge to the breastplate. 

[See Plate 25. 


785—A Second Closed Helmet. 


Belonging to the suit No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. 

It varies from the helmet upon the suit, for it is lighter in construction. The vizor 
is also pierced with double longitudinal ocularia. The bevor on either side is likewise 
pierced with a double row of upright apertures for purposes of ventilation. The comb 
to the skull-piece is low. The lower edge of the helmet is fashioned in a hollowed 
cabling that fits upon the top ridge of the gorget, ensuring a free rotary movement 
of the head. 


[See Plate 31. 


786 & 802-A Suit of Armour. 

Made for Henry, Prince of Wales, and worn by him at the age of fourteen. 
This suit has been identified by a miniature portrait in the Royal library 
painted by Isaac Oliver in 1607, representing the Prince Henry at the age of 
fourteen. It may possibly be the suit sent about this time as a present, 
together with some horses, by Henry IV. of France, under the charge of 
M. St. Antoine. M. St. Antoine remained in the service of Prince Henry in 
this country. On the death of the Prince he was made Equerry to Charles I.* 

It is French in fashion , although possibly of Italian make. Second quarter of the \yth 

Century. 

This little suit, attractive from its form and pretty proportions, is a proof of the quick 
deterioration that took place in the armourer’s craft through the years of the 17th 
century, for it is careless in make and ill finished. The general carriage of the suit is 

good, as it is fashioned on the lines of a graceful French model, seen at its best in 


* In the splendid portrait by Van Dyck in the Van Dyck room of Windsor Castle, representing King 
Charles I. on horseback, M. St. Antoine figures in the picture bearing the King’s helmet. 
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the armour of Louis XIII. of France (Musee d’Artillerie of Paris, G 124), but the poor 
thin material of which it is made and the general tendency in its manufacture to skimp 
all work that meant trouble, unfortunately outbalances its “ prettiness.” 

The whole surface is divided in radiating bands, simple striped bands dividing wider 
ones, that are etched and gilt with duplicated laurel wreaths, containing alternately classic 
emblematical figures, groups of arms, and at given intervals hand mirrors decked with 
feathers, also groups of tongue-like flames. The groundwork to these designs is worked 
to a matted surface. All exposed steel surfaces are blued. All the borders are turned 
under to a hollow cable-pattern edge ; it is furthermore profusely studded with hemi- 
spherically-headed rivets, each capped with brass or latten. The suit consists of the 
breastplate, of narrow peascod form ; the backplate, attached to which, by a screw, is 
a deep garde-de-rein; gorget, full arms and pauldrons, the inner band of the arm being 
protected by laminated plates ; gauntlets with bell-shaped cuffs and fingers, and long taces 
of fifteen plates, attached to the taces by a large screw and nut. The tassets are detachable 
at the eleventh plate, and could be worn without the genouilleres ; the latter have a rosette 
impressed upon their principal plate. The skull-piece of the closed helmet is made in 
two halves and joined at the comb. To the apex of this was screwed an ornamental 
finial; this is missing. It has the vizor and bevor face-guard, pierced on either side 
with a circular arrangement of holes for breathing purposes. There is a single deep 
gorget plate, also a tubular plume-holder at the back. [See Plate 33. 


787—A Morion Helmet. 

Belonging to the suit No. 112, made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for Sir John Smith. 

It is of graceful pear-shaped outline, with a slightly drooping brim ; on either side are 
etched and gilt, in the manner of the rest of the suit, large panels, one containing the 
emblematical female figure of Strength, the other the figure of Justice. Around the 
base of the skull-piece are a series of rivets, each of which has a decorated rosette head 
of copper. These formerly retained the lining in position. [See Plate 34. 


788-A Reinforcing Tilting Breastplate. 

Belonging to the suit No. 808, made by Jacob Topf or Jacobe for Sir 
Christopher Hatton. 

It fastens to the under-breastplate by hooks and staples at the side. [See Plate 37. 


7 8 9-A Small Extra Bevor. 

This can be fastened upon the second helmet made for Henry, Prince of Wales, 
No. 785. It was attached by hook and staple. [See Plate 31. 
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790— A Target or Shield. 

Of King Charles I. as Prince of Wales. 

It is of French workmanship , made possibly by the armourer Petit of Blots. 

Belonging to the full suit of armour of King Charles I. when Prince of Wales, 
now preserved in the Tower of London Armoury. 

The shield is circular in form, 20^ in. in diameter, and slightly convex ; in the centre 
is an acute pyramidal spike. However, this would seem a more recent addition. The 
borders are turned over almost to a circular section. Around runs a series of steel 
hemispherically-headed rivets; these formerly retained in position the quilted lining. 
Across the face of the shield run two rows of rivets, with brass-covered heads. These 
secured the arm-straps, fragments of which remain in the interior of the shield ; these 
were of leather covered with linen and dark rose satin, embroidered with gold and 
silver thread. For decoration the surface of the shield is deeply engraved and fully 
gilt, with eight bands radiating from the centre to the borders, around which runs a 
narrow band of like ornamentation. The design chosen is a poor composition of scroll¬ 
work, executed with punches and graving-tools. \_See Plate 35. 

791— The Vamplate of a Lance. 

This belongs to the suit No. 678, made for Henry, Prince of Wales. It is 
10 in. in diameter. fee Plate 31. 

792— Two Burr Plates from a War Saddle. 

Italian (Milanese work ), middle of the 1 6th Century. 

The cantle plates of this saddle are preserved in the Tower of London. 

These two side-plates, the centre and principal plate being unfortunately lost, have a 
cable-pattern border, within which is a slightly sunk band. Their whole surface must 
have been originally gilt, for even to-day all the interstices retain the gold. They are 
furthermore enriched by a spirited composition of combating figures, attired as Turks 
and Romans. This occupies all the surface, except round the border, where is 

depicted a continual procession of game, coursing through a forest, fee Plate 35. 

793 & 796, also 800, 804-A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

French [Paris) workmanships late 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to General Pichegrue, to whom they were given by 

the National Convention. 

Presented to King George IV. by Sir Herbert Taylor through the offices 
of Lieut.-Gen. Slade. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with engraved mounts of browned steel. The barrels 
are in. long, of octagonal section, blued, also gold-plated and engraved at the muzzle 
and breech. Ordinary flint-locks, each inscribed peniet, a Paris. With these pistols are 
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the original fittings from the case, consisting of two ramrods, a mallet, a hammer, a 
powder-flask, a powder-measure, a bullet-mould and lock-cleaner. 

794 & 795—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, middle of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, with pommel caps, trigger mounts and thumb-plates 
of silver, bearing the London hall-mark for 1758, and the maker’s mark 1. a. (jeconiah 
ashley) ; all are cast and chased with trophies of various arms and cornucopias. Upon 
the thumb-plates are engraved the arms of the Prince of Wales. The barrels are 
114 in. long, octagonal in section at the breech; their entire surface is blued, but with 
stamped ornamentation filled in with gold. They each bear the impressed mark of 
h. hadley, London. Ordinary flint-locks with safety-catches engraved with scroll-work, 
also bearing the name of hadley. 

79 6-See No. 793. 

7 9 7-A Plate from a Tilting Breastplate. 

It is the lowest plate from the reinforcing tilting breastplate, No. 788, made by Jacob 
Topf, or Jacobe, for Sir Christopher Hatton. It fastens to the main plate by hooks and staples. 

798 & 807—A Pair of Flint-lock Five-barrelled Pistols. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were taken from Augusta 
Lodge, Windsor, to Carlton House in 1822. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, heavily constructed, mounted with silver pommel- 
caps, thumb-plate, etc. The main portions of the stocks by the locks are of brass, 
engraved with scroll-work and the name of the maker and inventor, kolbe, inv t ‘ 
London. The barrels are 5 in. long, and of polished steel; each is separate, and 
placed round a central steel ramrod ; each barrel revolves to the flash-pan by the action 
of cocking the lock as in a modern revolver. Ordinary flint-locks of large dimensions. 
These weapons, the pioneers of the revolver, can never have been serviceable, as they 
are very ill-balanced. 

799—A Reinforcing Mentonniere. 

These plates belong to the helmet upon the suit No. 678, made for Henry, Prince 
of Wales. 

They are cut away upon the right upper edge to fit over the hook and Iatchet-catch 
of the bevor, and were attached to the helmet by a strap. {See Plate 31. 
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801 Sc 803—A Pair of Stirrups. 

Turkish workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

They are of silver, partly gilt, and fashioned on the lines of nearly all Oriental 
stirrups, with broad wide treads and triangular side pieces. Here they are chased and 
pierced with a floral design. Upon the treads they bear the Turkish silver hall-mark. 


805— A Reinforcing Bevor. 

This fits upon the helmet on the suit No. 808, made by Jacob Topf, or Jacobe, 
for Sir Christopher Hatton. It was attached to the helmet by a hook and staple. 

[See Plate 37. 

806— A Reinforcing Chinpiece. 

This fits upon the helmet of the suit No. 808, made by Jacob Topf, or Jacobe, for 
Sir Christopher Hatton. It was attached to the helmet by steel straps fitting by a 
staple on either side of the helmet. [See Plate 37. 


Placed in the centre of the Guard Chamber, and set upon a horse in the attitude of 
throwing down the gauntlet in defiance, is the suit of arms worn by Sir Christopher Hatton. 
The horse trappings, saddle (with the exception of the saddle plates), and stirrups are modern 
reproductions. 


808—A Suit of Armour. 

English workmanship, dated 1585. 

This suit was made for Sir Christopher Hatton by the armourer Jacob Topf 
or Jacobe, and was afterwards worn by the King’s Champion at the 
Coronation of King George I. The decoration follows nearly all the known 
works of this armourer, having slightly sunk bands deeply etched, interlaced 
with strap-work, and gilt. The plain surface in this case is a rich russet 
brown, known in inventories of the period as “purple armour.” 

The suit shows several interesting points. The breastplate is of large proportions, 
strongly peascod in form, with two laminated plates at its base, and on the left-hand side 
four staples for the attachment of the lance rest. The etching of the breastplate has at 
the top of the centre band the crowned reverse cipher e. e. (Elizabeth) ; above the 
monogram is a strap-work panel containing the figure of Mercury, and at the base of 
the breastplate an oblong cartouche with the date 1585. The same theme of ornament 
is repeated on the backplate, to which is attached a small escalloped garde-de-rem . 
The pauldrons are complete, and have the upright shoulder-guards attached by a 
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hook and catch. The arms are full, with turners, rere and vambraces, coudres, and 
fingered gauntlets. The right-hand coudre has a strong staple for the attachment of 
an extra reinforcing piece. The tace is composed of one plate, to which are 
permanently attached the large tassets of eight plates, which, however, could be 
shortened at the third plate by spring catches, the lower border being finished by 
escalloping. These were complete without the five lower plates, and were thus worn when 
the knight was mounted (as now presented). The legs are small in comparison with the 
rest of the suit, the cuisses short and composed of three plates, knee-pieces, jambes 
with laminated ankles, and square-toed sollerets. The helmet has a slightly roped comb ; 
this opens down the centre of the chinpiece ; the vizor and bevor are in two plates 
with triple ocularia, and longitudinal piercings for breathing purposes in the bevor. 
The helmet is hollowed at the neck, in a rope design, which should fit the top plate 
of the gorget and give full movement to the head. The present gorget on this suit 
does not belong to it, and is of a later period. The extra arming pieces shown, and 
belonging to the suit, are— 

The Reinforcing Breastplate (No. 788), laminated at the bottom and of exactly 
similar decoration to the breastplate on the suit; on the left-hand side is an oblong 
piercing, through which the staples for the lance-rest could pass. [See Plate 37. 

The Reinforcing Chinpiece (No. 806), to be secured by hinges to staples, now on 
the helmet. [See Plate 37. 

The extra Volant Piece for the bevor (No. 805), without piercings for sight or 

ventilation of any description. [See Plate 37. 

The Burr and Cantle Plates of the Saddle. 

The Chanfron. [See Plate 37. 

The history of this suit before its use in the Westminster Hall ceremony at the Corona¬ 
tion of King George I., seems up to the present difficult to establish, for it has been 
suggested by some that it never formed part of the Tower Collection, but was bought 
anonymously for the occasion of that ceremonial. However, it has been a tradition 
handed down in the Dymock family that it came from the Tower of London and was 
retained by them as the customary fee, together with a gold cup, the Champion’s 
legitimate perquisite. This is hardly accurate, for in the Court of Claims no mention is 
made of the armour in which the Champion is clothed, the only perquisite mentioned 
being the gold cup in which the health of the King is toasted. 

Against the assertion that this, the Champion’s and at the same time the Hatton suit, was 
never in the Tower Collection and not mentioned as among the past possessions ot 
the National Armoury, it may be argued, that the chanfron and one saddle-plate were 
amongst the armour already at Windsor Castle, the greater part of which in the first 
place was brought from the Tower of London to decorate the existing Guard Chambers 
in the Castle. This would seem to be a strong link in the evidence to prove that the 
Hatton suit was once at the Tower, for where the horse-armour of a certain suit is 
found, there must have been the suit itself. 

The Christopher Hatton suit made its reappearance in 1857 when exhibited at the 
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Manchester Art Treasures Exhibition by Sir Henry Dymock. It was then noted 
by Mr. Planche “ that the horse-armour belonging to the suit is still in the possession 
of Her Majesty the Queen, and has been graciously sent from Windsor for exhibition, 
whilst a second plate from the saddle is lent by Colonel Meyrick.” Twenty 
years after, in 1877, owing to the death of the hereditary Champion, Dymock of 
Scrivelsly Court, Lincolnshire, the suit was offered for sale at Christie’s, the following 
being an extract from the sale catalogue :—“ The cap-a-pie suit of armour of an officer of 
the Guard of Queen Elizabeth, engraved and gilt with the double e interlaced and the Royal 
crown, a figure of Mercury, trophies of arms, etc., date 1585, consisting of helmet, with vizor 
and bevor, pauldrons, rerebraces, vambraces, elbow-pieces and gauntlets, breastplate with placket, 
backplate, tassets, cuisses , knee-pieces, jambes , sollerets and spurs. The gorget of later date, used 
by the Champion at the Coronation of King George /., when it was selected from the Royal 
Armoury for that purpose and retained by him as customary fee.” 

At the sale the suit did not reach the £2,000 reserve placed upon it, but was 
disposed of afterwards privately to Mr. James Gurney, who after possessing it for some 
little time, sold it with other portions of his collection of armour and arms to Mr. 
Spitzer, the noted antiquarian of Paris. On the death of Mr. Spitzer, at the sale 
of his collection in 1894 it was again offered for auction, but again bought in, not 
realising the sum Mr. Mannheim, the expert, considered it to be worth. For nearly 
six years it remained in the possession of Madame Spitzer, until Sir Charles Robinson, 
realising the English historical value it possessed, made efforts to find a permanent 
resting place for it in England, by interesting himself in a scheme by which it was to 
be presented to Her late Majesty Queen Victoria on her eightieth birthday. 

However, owing to certain difficulties occurring in the organisation of this subscription 
list, the project fell through for the time, not to be again considered until the early 
part of 1901, when Mr. Charles Davis made strenuous and successful efforts to obtain 
it as a national possession for England, with the result that a subscription list was opened, 
the matter placed on a sound and patriotic basis, and the suit purchased and presented to 
His Majesty King Edward VII., by a number of gentlemen, each giving liberally towards 
the sum required, to avoid its possible purchase by some continental arsenal or museum, 
and so lost for ever to England. 

It may be a matter of some surprise, how, after the suit had for so long been 
simply called “ the armour of an officer of the Guard of Queen Elizabeth,” it suddenly 
became known that it had been made for no less a person than the celebrated Sir 
Christopher Hatton, Captain of the Guard to the Queen, and later Chancellor to 
that monarch. The explanation is simple. In the dispersal of the Spitzer Collection 
of arms and armour, of which we have already spoken, one of the last items in the 
sale was an album of water-colour drawings of various suits of armour ; this album 
contained nothing less than the original drawings by Jacob Topf or Jacobe, the famous 
Greenwich armourer, depicting the various important suits he had made for persons of 
note, and in the corner of each plate, no doubt in the writing of Topf himself, was 
the name of the distinguished person for whom the suit was intended. Happily, the 
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authorities of the Victoria and Albert Museum purchased this album at the sale, 
for with its assistance we have been able to identify, not only this, the Hatton suit, 
but those suits of equal importance in the Tower of London, at Windsor, in the Wallace 
Collection, and in the collection of Lord Hothfield. The importance of these drawings 
as documentary evidence cannot be over-estimated. They have enabled us to rectify 
former errors, and will be a material aid to future accuracy. 

A few words must be added as regards the bringing together once more of the two 

saddle-plates, which, owing to the stupidity and want of knowledge displayed by the 

Tower authorities early in the 19th century, might have been for ever parted one 
from the other had it not been for the vigilant eye of our first English armour 
collector, Sir Samuel Meyrick ; for when this most valuable plate was, to use Sir 

Samuel’s own words, “ sold as old iron with other pieces from the Tower of London,” 
he purchased and placed it in his fine collection, where, realising what he possessed, 
it received the just merit it deserved, being illustrated in a work on the Meyrick 
Collection, by Joseph Skelton, F.S.A. (fig. i., plate cxxx.). 

After very many years, when the Meyrick Collection was sold in sections, towards 
the end of the seventies, the saddle plate was, with other parts of the collection, offered 
for sale at Christie’s, and was then with great judgment and almost supernatural 
forethought (for no idea then existed that the Hatton suit would find its 

permanent resting place in Windsor Castle), bought for the Royal Collection, to be 
once more placed in the Guard Chamber beside its companion plate and the chanfron, 
after a separation of 75 years. 

These notes on the single saddle plate have considerably added to this already 
too long description of the Hatton suit, but they are not without interest, as 
showing how the various parts of this splendid war-harness, though for long periods 
separated one from the other, are again permanently united in one harmonious whole. 

Sir Christopher Hatton, Lord Chancellor, born at Holdenby in Northamptonshire 
in 1540, was educated at St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford, and admitted in 1560 a member of 
the Inner Temple. Instead of following the law he became a courtier, and attracted the 
Queen’s notice by his graceful dancing in a masque at which Lord Robert Dudley, 

afterwards Earl of Leicester, was the chief personage. He received continuous marks of 
Royal favour in the form of various appointments, and represented Higham Ferrers in 

Parliament in 1571 and the County of Northampton in 1572. On November 11th, 

1577, was raised to the office of Vice-Chamberlain, was sworn of the Privy Council and 
knighted in the following December. He took an active part in the proceedings against 
Mary Queen of Scots in 1587, and not only escaped any censure on that account 
from Elizabeth, but was in the same year rewarded with the high office of Lord 

Chancellor, and created a K.G. in April, 1588. His elevation to the post of Lord 
Chancellor created some surprise, as he had never seriously studied law. His experience, 
however, as a courtier had taught him prudence, as when he sat in Court he always 
required the attendance of four Masters in Chancery, his duties consequently being 
conducted in such a manner as to escape condemnation from his legal contemporaries 
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and to retain the favour of his Sovereign. In 1588 he was elected Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford. He died November 20th, 1591, of a broken heart, as some 
affirm, occasioned by the Queen’s demanding a debt which he was unable to pay. 


[The foregoing Notes on the Life of Sir Christopher Hatten are extracted from the Catalogue of the Tudor 
Exhibition held at the New Gallery in 1890 .) 

[SVc Plate 36. 


Returning to the Grand Staircase we come to the suit No. 809, behind which are arranged the 
following armour and arms : An Italian glaive of the 17th century, two processional partisans 
temp. Charles II., two regimental banners, and two pikes of uncertain date. In the centre 
is the backplate belonging to the breastplate in the trophy over the suit No. 113 (obtained 
from Edinburgh Castle). Behind this is a match-lock gun of English workmanship, temp. 
James I., and a cruciform-hilted sword of comparatively modern manufacture. 


809-The Armour of a Pikeman Officer. 

English workmanship and fashion , third quarter of the \qth Century. 

This half suit, although closely following the general fashion in pikeman armour, as seen 
decorating the walls of the Grand Staircase and St. George’s Hall, is fine in quality, and 
though very distinctly in the class of the latest decadence of the armourer’s craft, is not 
altogether unpleasing, as it possesses not a little fine workmanship and many points of interest. 
The pot-helmet, like all such helmets, is made in two halves and joined down the comb. The 
breastplate, of heavy make, has a slight tapul, finishing in a small drooping point, embossed 
from the tace. The tassets are large and full, overlapping one another in front ; they are 
embossed to represent six plates and are attached to the tace by hooks and eyes ; the same 
method is employed beneath the arms in fastening the back to the breastplate. It also 
has straps passing over the shoulders and fastening to the breastplate, as in the modern 
cuirass. There is a gorget of one plate. The surface of the whole suit is now brightened, 
though no doubt formerly russeted. For decoration it has round the border four bands, 
embossed almost in step-like form, which on some of its principal plates shoots out into 
acute chevron bands. These embossed “steps” are bordered by double incised lines, and 
further decorated by a row of steel hemispherically-headed rivets. Along the lower edge 
of the tassets are arrayed four quatrefoil groups of rivets. There are no records of this 
suit in the Carlton House Inventory ; it may therefore be considered to have come 
originally from the Tower of London. 
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Behind the suit No. 810 is a trophy composed of four halberds of the 17th century, 
two brass-hilted cavalry swords of about the same period, and a double-bladed pole-axe of 
uncertain date, obtained from the Tower of London. 


810—A Suit of Armour. 

Reaching to the knee. Traditionally said to have belonged to Prince Rupert. 

Probably of French workmanship , second quarter of the 1 jth Century. 

This appears to be one of the suits that early in the 19th century adorned the 
walls of the King’s Guard Chamber, now the Grand Reception Room. But 
why, except that the date of its manufacture coincides with that of Prince 
Rupert, it has been associated with the name of that Prince, it is now impos¬ 
sible to determine. There is no past inventory record of its existence. 

Like most suits of its period it is poor in form and of indifferent workmanship ; its 
whole surface is now brightened and decorated with vertical bands and bordering of tool 
engraving, executed with a graver and punches of various dimensions. The design chosen 
for this enrichment consists of trophies of arms, such as bows, quivers, arrows, swords, 
spears, shields, match-lock pistols, and helmets, arranged in groups, with a duplicated 
leaf-pattern bordering. All these bands have been fully gilt, though now they are much 
rubbed ; the present brightened surface was no doubt formerly blued. The borders of the 
various plates are turned under to a roping, and followed by a series of brass hemispherically- 
headed rivets that at one time secured the lining in position. The suit consists of the 
breast and backplate in one piece, with which is the tace, complete arms with pauldrons, 
rere, vambraces, and coudres. The long taces of seventeen plates finishing in the genouilleres 
are detachable at the seventh plate ; they are secured at the side to the deep garde-de-rein. 
This is of three plates, fitting over the flanged edge of the tace, and so held in position, 
but not otherwise fastened. There is a gorget and closed helmet, finishing below in a 
hollow roping fitting over the top plate of the gorget, and ensuring free rotary movement 
to the head. A rigid lance-rest is attached to the right-hand side of the breastplate. 
The gauntlets now placed upon the suit do not belong. The extra tilting pieces 
belonging to it are in Case C, Nos. 84 and 89, and Case I, Nos. 570 and 589. 

Rupert, Prince of Bavaria, was born in 1619. He was the son of Princess Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of King James I., and of Frederick V., the Elector Palatine. Prince 
Rupert, when scarcely of age, offered his services to King Charles I. on the commence¬ 
ment of the Civil War. He was engaged in the battles of Worcester, Edgehill, Chalgrove 
and Newbury, and took Hereford, Lichfield and Cirencester. The King placed much 
confidence in him, created him Duke of Cumberland, and made him a Knight of the 
Garter. He shortly afterwards was made Commander of all the Royal forces. His first 
defeat was at the battle of Naseby, after which he hastened to Bristol and prepared that 
city to resist an assault. It was strongly garrisoned, well provisioned, and the Prince 
had promised the King to hold it for four months at least. He, however, surrendered 
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it at almost the first attack. This caused King Charles the greatest indignation, and he 
immediately revoked all the Prince’s commissions and commanded him to quit the country. 
Prince Rupert, however, succeeded in approaching his uncle, and in 1648 was given 
command of that portion of the fleet which still adhered to the Crown. This fleet Blake, 
with the Parliamentary squadron, destroyed and burnt, and the Prince was compelled to 
take refuge in the West Indies. At the Restoration, Prince Rupert once more repaired 
to England, and was appointed to a command in the Navy. At this time he also 
obtained the office of Governor of Windsor Castle, and there he spent his leisure in 
painting and engraving. The Prince died in 1682. He never married.— 'Extracts from 
the Life of Prince Rupert , in the Imperial dictionary of Universal Biography . 

[See Plate 38. 

Behind the suit No. 811 is a trophy composed of a large-bladed Italian partisan of the 
latter part of the 16th century, a halberd of about the same date, a partisan temp. Charles II., 
two sergeant’s spontoons late 18th century, two Portuguese cup-hilted rapiers of late 17th 
century fashion, and a Henry VIII. shield with a gun in the centre. 

811 -A Suit of Armour. 

Finishing at the knee. 

Italian ( Milanese ) workmanships frst quarter of the ijth Century . 

This suit was removed from the Tower of London to Windsor Castle in 1901. It was 
purchased by the Tower authorities in the first half of the 19th century, and so did not 
form part of the original Crown Collection. When it was bought, some reference 
was made to its having been worn by a Count Oddi of Padua, but for that statement there 
is no authority ; as the double-headed eagle surmounted by the Archducal cap, that is etched 
in every panel upon the suit, would rather point to its having belonged to a member of the 
Imperial family. Whatever its past history may have been the suit remains ; a perfectly 
genuine, though roughly etched, and not very attractive 17th century harness, the only 
restoration being the lowest gorget plate to the helmet and the metacarpal plates 
of the right gauntlet ; these are of modern manufacture. The metacarpal plates for the 
left gauntlet are old, but do not belong to the suit. The design which decorates the 
surface is deeply etched upon a groundwork of minute circles. It was originally entirely 
gilt. Tier upon tier of small arches occupy the whole face of the suit, and beneath 
each one is placed a double-headed eagle with outstretched wings, surmounted by an 
Archducal cap. Upon making a slight alteration to one of the gorget plates a rivet was 
removed that in the past had fastened rigidly one plate over another. This being released, 
the under plate was exposed, revealing the original brightly-gilded surface, from which 
some idea may now be gathered of its former richness. The suit now consists of the back 
and breastplate, full arms, with pauldrons, rere, vambraces and coudres, gauntlets, long 
taces of twenty plates finishing in the genouiltlres , gorget, closed helmet with umbril 
and falling bevor plates, showing inner face-guard bars, and lastly a curious garde-de-rein 
of scales sewn upon leather. It will be noticed that the plates overlap upwards ; this 
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however, can be explained by the fact that most of the blows struck at the wearer 
when on horseback were from below, so that the scales, placed as they are, would 
effectually prevent any pointed weapon entering from beneath or between them. 


Between the suits No. 811 and No. 812 is the entrance to the staircase descending to 
King John’s Tower ; over the doorway is arranged a trophy consisting of two regimental 
banners, three 17th century halberds, two pikes of the 18th century, two spontoons of 
rather earlier date, two basket - hiked swords, Scotch, 18th century, a “ lobster - tailed ” 
helmet, and a half suit of German early 17th century armour ; this is decorated with sunk 
panels painted black ; it was obtained from the Tower of London. On either side are 
trophies similar to those hung on the opposite wall. Behind the suit No. 812 is arranged 
a trophy composed of a large-bladed Italian partisan, two partisans temp. Charles II., two 
sergeants’ spontoons late 18th century, two Portuguese cavalry swords of the same date, and 
a Henry VIII. shield with a gun in the centre. 


812-A Full Suit of Armour. 

Comprehensively of German fashion , third quarter of the \$th Century, but , with the 
exception of the armpieces , helmet , and gorget of modern manufacture. 

The various plates of which it is composed were sent from the Tower of London in 
1901, and were put together at Windsor to give the general appearance of a full suit. The 
rere, vambraces and coudres are of simple form, and probably of German make of the last 
years of the 15th century ; they protect only the exterior of the arms. The closed helmet 
or armet is of English workmanship, dating from within the first years of the 16th century ; 
it was already at Windsor upon a 17th century three-quarter suit of armour, formerly 
standing upon a wall bracket in the Grand Vestibule. There it was painted in stripes of 
brown and gold, with a bevor of the 17th century added. These defects were rectified, 
and as nearly as possible it was restored to its original condition, and placed upon this 
figure. The gorget is late 16th century. 
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CASE M. 


B EFORE leaving the Grand Staircase, mention should be made of the armour and arms 
that, high up below the oaken lantern, decorate the walls. These are all ordinary 
in quality, and consist of the following pieces: eight breastplates, late 17th century 
make, twenty-four backplates of similar manufacture, eight “ pot ” helmets of the same 
date, four copies of 16th century pageant shields, forty brass - hilted Hanoverian swords, 
twenty-four pikes, sixteen cavalry sabres of the period of Waterloo, sixteen flint-lock pistols, 
and four hafted weapons of very uncertain date. Over the doorways leading respectively 
to the Grand Entrance Hall and the Equerries’ Entrance are arranged the following armour 
and arms in two small trophies:—three backplates of the period of Waterloo, a backplate of 
the 17th century, two gauntlets of the 17th century, a morion helmet of the end of the 
16th century, an open helmet of a Polish 17th century type, six brass-hilted swords, two 
early 19th century swords, four flint-lock pistols, and four hafted weapons of uncertain date. 

Cases M, N, O are placed in the Grand Entrance Hall, a chamber dating back to 
the period of Edward III. Here are received in state all Royal visitors ; around the walls 
are arranged trophies of Oriental armour and arms ; also European arms of the first quarter 
of the 19th century. 

813-A Sabre. 

Eng/is/i workmanship, late 18 th Century. 

Bought from the sword-cutler, Bland, for the Royal Collection. 

The hilt is of bright steel, with a simple ring-guard on either side ; the knuckle- 
guard divides into three parts on a spring being released. The grip of ivory, spirally turned 
and bound with copper wire. The blade is 35^ in. long, back-edged and curved, widening 
towards the joint. The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with a steel locket and ferrule ; 
the former inscribed bland, st. james’s. 

814—A u Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship, early 19th Century. 

The copper gilt hilt was “ regulation ” either for an infantry or cavalry officer ; in this 
case, according to the method of attaching the scabbard, it was worn by a cavalry officer. 
The grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 3if in. long, of flattened oval section, 
grooved and coarsely etched with the Royal arms and the inscription : osborn’s warranted. 
The scabbard is of black leather, with three metal gilt mounts, and two rings for suspension. 
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815—A w Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship, early 19 th Century. The blade is German. 

This sword was made for King George III. in 1821. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, partly chased with leafage ; the grip bound with silver 
wire. The blade is 32 in. long, back-edged and hollowed on either face, etched and 
gilt, with the monogram g. r. surmounted by a crown upon a blued ground, inscribed 
on its back edge j. j. runkel, solingen. Black leather scabbard, with the three metal 
gilt mounts and two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed r. Johnson, late 

BLAND AND FOSTER, SWORD-CUTLERS, ETC., TO HIS MAJESTY, 68, ST. JAMEs’s STREET, LONDON. 


816—A “ Regulation ” Sword. 

English workmanship, early 19 th Century. 

This sword was worn by King George IV. in 1829. 

The hilt is of copper gilt and of the “regulation ” type just described ; the grip bound 
with silver wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved, stamped with 
the name of andrea ferrara four times repeated. The scabbard is of brown leather, 
with three metal gilt mounts and two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed 

PROSSER, LATE CULLUM, SWORD-CUTLER TO THE KING AND THE DUKE OF YORK, CHARING CROSS. 


817—A Sabretache. 

Made by Cuff & Sons, Curzon Street , early in the 19 th Century. 

The regulation sabretache of the 10th Light Dragoon Guards. Sent to Windsor 
Castle in April, 1837. 

It is of black leather, its exterior covered with black velvet embroidered with gold, 
silver thread and spangles. In the centre are a trophy of arms, the Prince of Wales’ 
feathers and the monogram g. p. r. 


818—An Ensign. 

French , early iqth Century . 

This ensign was taken by the Marquis of Wellington at the Battle ofVittoria, 
June 21 st, 1813, who sent it, with the accompanying letter, for the Prince 
Regent’s acceptance. 

“ Battle of Vittoria, 21st June, 1813, 


4t I send this dispatch by my A.D.C., Captain Freeman tie, whom 1 beg leave to recommend to 
your Lordship's protection* He will have the honour of laying at the feet of H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent the colours of the 4th Batt. of the 100th Regt., and Marshal Jourdan’s baton [No, 819] of 
a Marshal of France, taken by the 87th Regt. 

w (Signed) W ellington. 1 * 
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The ensign is of thin silk, with a centre compartment on one side of pale blue, painted 
in gold with the monogram n. i. surmounted by the Imperial crown, and encircled with 
oak and laurel foliage. On the reverse side, on a white ground, is painted in gold 
i oo EME reg t - de ligne, 4 eme bat on - The borders are of red, white and blue. It has 
perished considerably, being much torn, with part of the border missing. The staff 

(painted green) is broken to a length of 4 ft. 6 in., and the spear-head lost. 

19— A Baton. 

The baton of Marshal Jourdan, as a Marshal of France, taken with the preceding 
ensign at the Battle of Vittoria, June 21st, 1813. 

It is formed of a wooden cylinder covered with velvet, seme with gold embroidered 
eagles ; the ends capped with gold. With it is its case of crimson morocco leather. 

20— A “ Regulation ” Sword. 

English, workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

Bought from the sword-cutler, Foster, for the Royal Collection. 

The metal-gilt hilt is of the regulation type, in places slightly decorated with chiselled 
acanthus leaves ; the grip bound with copper wire. The blade is 33^ in. long, and of 
flattened hexagonal section, grooved and stamped in dolido. The scabbard is of the 

Infantry type, the locket inscribed foster, sword-cutler to his majesty, etc., etc., 

st. james’s street. The inscription upon the blade has been evidently copied, for in 
error the t of Toledo has been changed to the letter d. 

21— A “Regulation” Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, late 18 th Century. The blade is German. 

The hilt is of metal gilt, and of a somewhat unusual type, for it has straight quillons 
and a well-developed pas d'ane; the grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 32^ in. 
long, grooved, of flattened oval section, and etched in the groove with the name of 
j. j. runkel, solingen. The scabbard is of wood ; the three mounts are of metal gilt, 
with two rings for suspension. Over the mounts the scabbard is covered with brown 
leather. 

2 2—A “ Regulation ” Infantry Sword. 

English workmanship, early U)th Century, but of German fashion. 

The metal gilt hilt consists simply of the knuckle-bar, single quillon, shell and pommel, 
with seal-like finial; the grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 35^ in. long, 
back-edged and with hollowed faces. The scabbard is of black leather, with a locket 
and ferrule-mount of copper gilt; the former inscribed prosser, maker to the king, etc. 
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823-A Sabretache. 

English workmanship, early leqth Century. 

A regulation sabretache of the 10th Light Dragoons. Sent to Windsor Castle 
in April, 1837. 

This is made of red leather, the front face being covered with leopard’s skin trimmed 
with silver braid ; also embroidered with the monogram g. p. reversed, surmounted by 
the Prince of Wales’ feathers. 

824 & 828—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

These pistols belonged to King George III., and were in 1820 obtained from the 
Royal Mews ; they were originally bought for the Royal Collection from Tow 
the maker. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood. The locks, which are of brightened steel, are fitted well 
over them, having the flint-holders in the centre, regulated by a safety-catch; they are on the 
ordinary flint-and-steel principle. Engraved on each ribbon is the name of the maker : tow, 
London. The barrels are 7 in. long, with simple turned mouldings ; they screw to the locks. 

825 & 827—A Pair of Flint-lock Four-barrelled Pistols. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

These pistols were bought for the Royal Collection from the maker, D. Egg. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood, carved with cross-hatching about the grips. The 
pommel caps are of silver, without hall-mark, but bearing the maker’s mark, m. b. (mark 
bock, of Shoe Lane) ; they are engraved with floral scroll-work. The thumb-plates are ol 
silver, inlaid flush to the surface of the wood with the design of the Prince of Wales’ 
feathers. The flint-holder is situated in the centre of the lock in each case. The 
barrels are 3^ in. long, and are attached by screws. They are discharged separately 
or three together by one pull of the trigger ; this is regulated by a bolt on either 
side of the lock-plate. The top left-hand barrel discharges first, the lower left-hand barrel 
next, then the top right-hand barrel, and lastly the lower right-hand barrel. Portions of 
the lock are decorated with sprays of flowers, etc., engraved and overlaid with gold, bearing 
in a ribbon the name of the maker : d, egg, London. 

826-A Dagger or Knife. 

Spanish workmanship , dated on the blade 1823. 

This dagger was sent from the Royal Lodge, Windsor Park, to Carlton House 
in 1825. 

The hilt consists merely of a fluted ivory grip, with a ferrule and pommel, the latter 
shaped after the pattern of the French " dague a ore illssf or as it is termed in Italy, “ la 
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Levantine''' All the steel surfaces are gilt, with reserved designs of honeysuckle ornaments, 
etc., in bluing. The blade is 8f in. long, back-edged, etched, gilt and blued with figures of 
huntsmen in the costume of the period. The scabbard is of wood, covered with crimson 
velvet, with a deep ferrule and locket mount similarly etched, blued and gilt. There is 
a single ring for suspension. 

829—A u Regulation ” Naval Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, second quarter of the I gth Century. The blade is 
Hanoverian. 

This sword was worn by King William IV. 

The hilt, which is of metal (copper) gilt, shows no variation from the early 19th century 
regulation naval sword ; having the lionVscalp pommel, fiat knuckle-guard and drooping 
plate over the scabbard, cast and chased with a crowned anchor. The grip is of turned 
ivory, in the centre of which, in an oval panel, is applied the star and pendant of the 
Hanoverian Order. The blade is 32 in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, each 
face slightly hollowed, almost the entire surface being etched with military trophies, 
lions’ masks, etc., and inscribed at the extreme hilt : c, w. eichstaedt, hanover. The 
scabbard is of black leather, with three metal gilt mounts and two rings for suspension. 


830— The Companion Sword to No. 829. 

This also belonged to King William IV. In place of the insignia of the Hanoverian 
Order is the letter w crowned, surrounded by the collar of the Order of the Thistle ; 
on the reverse side is the letter a crowned. The blade is of the same length and by 
the same maker. The scabbard is also uniform with No. 829. 

831— A Presentation Scimitar. 

1 Spanish workmanships dated on the blade 1824. 

This coarsely-fashioned though pretentious weapon is formed on Oriental lines, with 
the usual Persian “ shamsher ” pistol grip, which in this case is overlaid with plaques of 
ivory. All the steel surfaces of the hilt and the scabbard mounts are thinly etched with 
a design of scroll-work, also in places applied with stars. The blade is 32^ in. long, 
back-edged and strongly curved, etched and gilt at the hilt with griffins holding wreaths, 
one enclosing the monogram g. f. b., the other a coat of arms ; upon the blade are 
combating classic figures; on its back-edge is the date 1824. The scabbard is covered 
with crimson velvet. 
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8 32—A Scimitar. 

Hanoverian 'workmanship , second quarter of the igth Century. 

This scimitar is of small proportions, with a hilt of copper gilt, cast and chased with 
scroll-work and a bursting grenade. The grip of ebony carved with cross-hatching. 
The blade is 29 in. long, strongly curved, back-edged, with hollowed faces, its entire 
surface coarsely etched and partly gilt; inscribed on the back edge c. w. eiciistaedt, in 
hanover. The scabbard is of black leather, with three metal gilt mounts and two rings 
for suspension. 


8 3 3-“A Light Sabre or Hanger. 

English workmanship , last years of the 1 8 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Bland, the sword-cutler. 

It would seem to be a military weapon, but of no regulation type. The pommel 
and grip are in one, and of ebony, carved with cross-hatching ; upon the pommel is 
an applied crescent in silver ; there is also a silver lozenge in the centre of the grip. The 
quillons and ring-guard are of burnished steel, as are the three scabbard mounts, in 
places engraved with trophies. The blade is 27^ in. long, back-edged, and with 
hollowed faces, etched, blued, and gilt with the Royal arms and the initials g. r., 
crowned. The scabbard is of black leather, the locket mount inscribed bland, st. 
james’s. 


8 34“A Short Sabre. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanships late 18 th Century. 

The French Infantry sword of honour of the period, given for conspicuous 
gallantry. 

This sabre was presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Stace, of Woolwich, in 
1817. The hilt, which is of metal gilt, has all the singularities of form noticeable in 
swords of Revolutionary and Directory times ; the pommel is flat, with a hinged loop 
at the top for the sword-knot; the knuckle-guard is rectangular, the quillons issue 
from plates drooping over the blade, one bearing the stamp of the maker, boutet, 
manufacture, Versailles, the other engraved with the inscription le ministre de la 
guerre a la f comp e de la 19 ®^- brig® ; the grip covered with fish-skin, and bound 
with copper wire. The blade is 25^ in. long, back-edged, and grooved on either face, 
blued, etched, and gilt at the hilt, inscribed on its back-edge klingenthal. The 
scabbard is of black leather, with metal gilt locket and ferrule mounts. 
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83 5—A Sword. 

Spanish workmanship, dated 1785. 

This sword, the sword No. 669, and the sword blade No. 716, were made in 
Spain, and intended as gifts for the Prince Regent (King George IV.), 
but they were never sent. They were by chance found by Major-General 
Parker Carroll, who sent them in February, 1816, for the Prince Regent’s 
acceptance. 

This weapon, the hilt of which is of copper gilt, has been copied from the regulation 
Infantry pattern, but, together with the scabbard mounts, is a little more ornate in general 
decoration than usual. The grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 36J in. long, 
of flattened hexagonal section, inscribed in letters of blue and gold r l f a de tol° ano 
1785. George, prince of wales. The scabbard is of black leather. Upon the locket mount 
are applied the Prince of Wales’ feathers in silver. 


836—A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early iyth Century. 

This sword was bought from Prosser, the sword-cutler, in 1820, to be worn 
by King George IV. “ in his future nautical excursions.” This is from a 
note in the Carlton House Inventory, 

The sword itself is closely copied from a Persian “ shamsher ” or scimitar, both as 
regards form and decoration. The pistol-shaped grip has horn plaques applied to it ; 
all the mounts are of copper gilt. The blade is 30-^ in. long, curved and back-edged, 
etched and gilt with the Royal arms and the crowned monogram g. r. The 
remainder of the surface is “ greyed ” in an Oriental manner. The scabbard is covered 
with roughened black leather. 


837-A Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century . 

Bought for the Royal Collection in 1821 from the sword-cutler, Prosser. 

The hilt, which consists of straight metal gilt quillons of Oriental form, is furnished with 
horn plaques on either side of the grip, at the top of which is a hole through which passed 
the sword-knot. The blade is 30^ in. long, incurved, and partly back-edged after the fashion 
of a Turkish yataghan ; it is also watered to a grey surface by means of acid, which however 
leaves the Royal arms and the name of prosser reserved in the burnished steel. The 
scabbard is covered with black leather, with thin metal-gilt mounts and two rings for 
suspension. These latter, like the hilt, are cast and chased with honeysuckle and 
leaf ornaments. 
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838— A Short Naval Sword or Cutlass. 

English workmanship , early ig th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, the guard simple, and the pommel of 
hammer-like, form. The sword is engraved with various naval trophies. The grip 
bound with silver wire. The blade is 24 in. long, of flattened hexagonal section, with a 
strong shoulder; it is etched and gilt with a bursting grenade, the inscription nec aspera 
terrent and the Royal arms, all upon a blued ground. The scabbard is of black tooled 
leather, with locket and ferrule mounts; the former inscribed foster, st, James’s 
street, etc. 

839- An Infantry Sword. 

English workmanship, late iBM Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster, 8, St. James’s Street. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, simply constructed but of fine workmanship, having 
a pommel chiselled to form a lion’s head, the single quillon fashioned as a group of acanthus 
leaves ; the grip is of ebony, carved with various cross-hatchings. The blade is 3of in. long, 
back-edged for nearly its entire length, the faces hollowed. The scabbard is of black tooled 
leather, with steel locket, ferrule and ring-mount, and two rings for suspension. The locket 
is engraved foster, st. james’s, etc. 

840— A Sabre. 

German [Potsdam) workmanship, early 19 th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of steel, the former of the regulation cavalry type, but 
enriched with engraved groups of arms and detached sprays of flowers; these are plated 
with silver, as are also the borders, shewing a groundwork of the reserved steel, the surface 
of which has been blued. The grip covered with leather. The blade is 31 in. long, back- 
edged, and with hollowed faces, etched, blued and gilt with a sun, a turban and a mock 
Oriental inscription. The scabbard is of wood covered with black leather, heavily mounted, 
and with two rings for suspension. 

841- A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This sword is a copy of one that belonged to Captain FitzClarence; it was bought 
for the Royal Collection from Prosser, the swordsmith, in March, 1821. 

The hilt is entirely cast in one part, and afterwards chased; it is formed on the lines of 
the presentation sword of to-day, lions’ heads, Tudor roses and somewhat meaningless leafage 
forming its chief ornaments. The blade is 34^ in. long, and finishing in a back-edge of 
almost circular section ; the scabbard is of burnished steel, with three gilt mounts and two 
rings for suspension. 
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842—A Short Sabre. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Sir George Wood in 1816. 
It exactly duplicates the sabre No. 834. 


843—A u Regulation ” Sword. 

The blade is late 1 6th or early ijth Century. The hilt is of English workmanship 
of the last years of the 18 th Century. 

The blade was brought'in 1805 from the Tower of London for the use of 
King George III. He caused the regulation hilt to be made for it by 
the swordsmith, Prosser. It was placed in the Carlton House Armoury 
in 1829. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, of the usual regulation type, but somewhat more developed 
in the formation of the pas d'ane ; the scabbard is of wood covered with brown leather 
over the ferrule and locket mounts. There are two rings for suspension. The blade is 
33 in. long, and of flattened hexagonal section, stamped with the running-wolf mark 
and the numbering 1 . 4 . 1 . 4. This has so often been mistaken for the true date 
of the blade, causing in the past some fanciful allusion to its having been made during 
the preparation for the invasion of France by Henry V., the date 1414 being the year 
before the Battle of Agincourt. 


844-A Short Sabre or Cutlass. 

English workmanships early \<)th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Cullum. 

The burnished steel hilt is of the simplest form, with a grip of ivory, bound with 
copper wire. The blade is 24 in. long, curved and back-edged, the faces hollowed and 
roughly etched with a Turk’s head, a trophy, the crescent moon, and the inscription 
suez. The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with three steel mounts and two rings 
for suspension ; the locket is inscribed in pricked letters, cullum, charing cross. 


845~A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, early 1 yth Century. The blade is German. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, the knuckle-guard opening on a hinge in the pommel into 
three parts, the better to protect the hand ; the grip of ivory, stained and bound with 
copper wire. The blade is 33 in. long, back-edged, slender and doubly grooved, etched 
and entirely gilt at the hilt with a mock Asiatic inscription, the sun, moon and stars, etc, 
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846—A Sabre. 

English { Birmingham ) workmanships early 19 th Century. 

This sabre was bought for the Royal Collection from Wooley & Co. of 
Birmingham, and was intended as the pattern weapon of the 10th Light 
Dragoons. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, the grip being covered with shark’s-skin bound with copper 
wire. The blade is 33! in. long, back-edged, curved and with a deep hollow on either 
face ; at the hilt it is etched and gilt with the Garter star, the Royal arms, the Prince of 
Wales’ feathers, a trophy of arms, and the lettering p. w. 10 l. d. upon a ground 
brilliantly blued. The remainder of the blade is almost entirely occupied with figures of 
Britannia, the Royal arms, the Garter star, etc., etched and burnished upon a grey ground. 
The scabbard has two rings for suspension ; it is of steel, partly painted black, with the 
engraved inscription at the lock : p. w. 10 L. D., wooley and co., sword man' 5 , birmg 1 ". 


8 4 7~ A Naval Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early 19 th Century. The blade is German. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, with a lion’s scalp pommel, and flat knuckle-guard and 
quillon in one. In a semicircular plate drooping over the blade is engraved an anchor. 
The grip of ivory bound with copper wire, having attached to it on either side an oblong 
gold plate, one bearing the crowned monogram of King George III., and beneath, the 
date 1804 ; the other, the crowned monogram of King George IV., with the date 1820 below. 
This sword has the original gold lace and silk sword-knot, embroidered with an anchor. 
The blade is 324 in. long, back-edged and hollowed on either face, etched, gilt and blued 
at the hilt ; also bearing the name j, j. runkel, solingen. The scabbard is of black 
leather, with three gilt mounts and loops for suspension. The locket is inscribed 

R. JOHNSON, LATE BLAND AND FOSTER, &C., 68 , ST. JAMES’S STREET. 


848—An Infantry Sword. 

English workmanships ^ ate *8 th Century. 

The hilt is of metal gilt, with a slight ring-guard on either side of the quillon ; the 
flat knuckle-guard opens into three parts to form a more complete guard for the hand ; 
the borderings of the various parts are slightly engraved with ornamentation. The grip 
of ivory, bound with copper wire. The blade is 324- in. long, of flattened diamond¬ 
shaped section, its entire surface etched and gilt with a continuous scroll design upon 
a blued ground. At the hilt is the inscription : knubley, no. ii, charing cross, London. 
With it is a black leather scabbard with steel mounts, the locket bearing the inscription : 
neild, st. james’s street. 
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849-A Bayonet. 

English , early 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Captain FitzClarence in 1820. 

It is of bayonet section, the end having been heated and spirally twisted ; it finishes 
in a screw which no doubt was fitted with a haft, and is 19 in. long. 

This old bayonet is one among many others which were taken from the band of 
men who had assembled in a loft over a stable in Cato Street on the eventful night of 
Feb. 23rd, 1820. The conspirators had come together for the purpose of overturning 
the Government, the members of which were understood to be dining on that evening 
at the house of Lord Harrowby in Grosvenor Square. The plan was that one of the 
gang should obtain admission into the house under the pretence of bringing a letter of 
importance for his lordship. While the servant delivered the letter the villain intended 
to admit the rest of the gang, and the work of butchery was to commence. 
Fortunately, however, the plot was discovered and the plotters’ intentions anticipated. 
At about 8 o’clock in the evening, acting on intelligence received, Mr. Birnie, the Bow 
Street Magistrate, at the head of a party of police officers, and assisted by a small division 
of the Foot Guards, under the command of Captain FitzClarence, hastened to the Cato 
Street premises, for the purpose of apprehending the conspirators. The police officers 
who arrived first, entered the stables, mounted to the loft, and found the gang armed 
with swords, guns, pistols, etc. A smart conflict ensued, during which the soldiers came 
to the assistance of the police officers, and conjointly with them succeeded in securing 
nine prisoners, namely, James Ingo, a butcher, James Wilson, a tailor, Richard Bradburn 
and John Shaw, carpenters, James Gilchrist, Charles Cooper, Richard Tidd, and John 
Monument, boot and shoemakers, and a coloured man, William Davidson, a cabinet 
maker. About sixteen of the gang made their escape either from the windows of the 
loft, or through the stable doorway, and among this number was Arthur Thistlewood, 
their captain or leader. At 1 o’clock in the morning an extraordinary Gazette was 
published, offering a reward of One Thousand Pounds for the taking of Thistlewood, 
who was described as having committed treason and murder, he having run his sword 
through the body of one of the police officers of the name of Smithers, who had 
died immediately. Thistlewood was arrested at 10 o’clock in the morning while in 
bed, Feb. 24th. The prisoners taken were carried before the Lords of the Council 
and, after several examinations, committed for trial, some to the Tower, and others to 
Coldbath Fields and Tothill Fields Prisons. Arthur Thistlewood was tried for high 
treason at the Old Bailey, on Monday, April 17th, and found guilty at the end of 
three days. James Ingo, the butcher ; a man of the name of Brunt ; William Davidson, 
the man of colour, and Richard Tidd, the shoemaker, were found guilty of high treason 
the same month. The two latter elected to take their trial together, and were found 
guilty upon the evidence of two of their accomplices, named Adams and Monument. 
Six others of the gang pleaded guilty, namely, Wilson, Strange, Harrison, Cooper, 
Bradburn and Gilchrist. 


2 54 


Windsor Collection. 


The whole of the eleven prisoners received sentence of death on April 28th, and on 
Monday morning. May 1st, 1820, at eight minutes before 8 o’clock, five of the culprits 
suffered the penalty of the law, namely, Thistlewood, Ingo, Brunt, Davidson and Tidd, 
upon a gallows erected in front of Newgate. Previous to their being hanged, they all 
behaved in the most hardened manner, with the exception of Davidson, who appeared to 
show some degree of penitence. After being suspended for some time the bodies were 
cut down and beheaded, and the heads held up to the view of the surrounding multitude, 
who had come from all parts to witness the execution. The bodies were taken back to 
the prison, and buried within the walls of Newgate. The five following convicts received 
a remission of sentence from death to transportation for life, namely, Wilson, Strange, 
Harrison, Bradburn, and Cooper. 


850 <& 853—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship, third quarter of the 18 th Century, 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the gunsmiths, Griffin & Tow, London. 

The stocks are of walnut-wood inlaid with scroll-work in silver wire, mounted with 
pommel caps of silver, cast and chased in each case with the figure of Fame seated 
upon armorial trophies, without hall-mark, but bearing the maker’s mark, 1. k. The 
thumb-plates, also of silver, are fashioned as oval panels engraved with the monogram g. r., 
surrounded by the Garter and surmounted by a crown. The barrels are 6 % in. long, and 
in one piece with the locks; the latter on the ordinary flint-and-steel principle with 
safety-catches ; they are engraved with scroll-work, and bear the name of the makers : 

GRIFFIN AND TOW, LONDON. 


851 & 852—A Pair of Flint-lock Pistols. 

English workmanship , third quarter of the 18 th Century. 

They are by the same makers as the preceding pistols, and are exactly similar in 
construction, but are of commoner workmanship and without decoration. 


854—A “ Regulation ” Tunic. 

Worn by the Prince Regent (King George IV,), as Colonel of the 10th Light 
Dragoons or Hussars. It was sent in 1824 from the Royal Wardrobe to the 
Carlton House Armoury. 

It is of dark blue cloth, with canary-yellow cuffs elaborately embroidered with silver 
braids. In front are five rows of buttons with loops. The jacket is lined with white silk. 
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855-A Helmet. 

This was worn by the Prince Regent in 1798 as Colonel of the 10th Light 
Dragoons or Prince of Wales’s Own. It was made by Mr. Hanks in 1797, 
sent from the Royal Wardrobe to the Carlton House Armoury in 1818, 
and afterwards to Windsor Castle on March 25th, 1837. 

It now only consists of the black varnished skull-piece bound round the umbril with 
silver; across the front runs the inscription embossed on a silver ribbon, x. or prince 
of Wales’s own. So much of the helmet is now missing that to afford some idea of the 
original form, nothing better could be given than its description in the Carlton House 
Inventory, as follows 

“ A helmet. English black varnished skull ; a silver strap crossing the skull ; silver 
plume on the right side. The lower part of the skull ornamented with three double 
silver chains on each side. The poke bound with silver at the edge. A band of silver 
in front, with inscription x. or prince of Wales’s own. Bear-skin crest.” 


856—A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanships Jirst quarter of the 19 th Century. 

Bought in 1816 for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler Prosser, as a 
pattern sword for the Heavy Cavalry. It resembles the sword formerly used 
by the French Cuirassiers. 

This has a metal gilt basket-hilt and fish-skin grip. The blade is 37J in. long, partly 
back-edged, but widening to a double edge towards the point. The scabbard is of steel, 
with two rings for suspension. 


857—A Cavalry Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, Jirst years oj' the 19 th Century. The blade is 
German. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Knubley, as a pattern 
sword for an officer of Heavy Cavalry. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, with a form of basket-guard, the grip bound with 
leather and steel wire. The blade is 34.4 in. long, back-edged, the faces hollowed and 
the point somewhat blunted or rebated. At the hilt is etched the name j. j. runkel, 
solingen. The scabbard is heavy and of burnished steel, with two rings for suspension ; 
engraved at the locket is the name, knubley and co., no. 7, charing cross, London. 
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858- A Cavalry Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early years of the lyth Century. The blade 
German. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Knubley, as a pattern 
sword for an officer of the Heavy Dragoons. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, with a pierced basket - guard, reserving a honey¬ 
suckle and scroll ornamentation. The grip of leather, bound with silver wire; it 
retains its original lining of buff leather bound with pale blue silk ribbons. The 
blade is 34^ in. long, back-edged, and hollowed on either face; the point is 
rebated. It is etched at the hilt with the crowned initials g. r., trophies of arms, the 
Prince of Wales’ feathers, and the inscription durch gottes segen, will ich mit diesen 
sebel die koniges feinde ERLEGEN. On the back-edge is the name of the maker, j. j. 
runkel, solingen. The scabbard is heavy and of burnished steel, incised with lines, and 
with two rings for suspension. At the locket is the inscription knubley and co., 

7, CHARING CROSS. 

859— A Cavalry Sword. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Prosser, the swordsmith ; intended as a 
pattern for the 17th Lancers. Sent from the Royal Lodge, Windsor Park, to 
Carlton House in 1827. 

The hilt and scabbard are of burnished steel, slightly decorated with fluting and incised 
lines ; the grip covered with black fish-skin and bound with silver wire. The blade is 
334- in. long, slightly curved and back-edged, the back-edge being of almost semi-circular 
section ; etched at the hilt is the inscription prosser, manufacturer to his majesty, 
London. Plain steel scabbard, with two rings for suspension. 


860—An Infantry Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18 th Century. The blade Spanish or 
Portuguese, 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, and of the usual late 18th century 
Infantry type ; the grip bound with silver wire. The blade is 32 in. long, of flattened 
hexagonal section, grooved at the hilt, where it is etched and gilt with the following 
inscription and the name of the maker: no me saques sin rason no me embaines sin 
honor. manuel g°sales. Blacked tooled leather scabbard, with a gilt ferrule and 
locket, the latter inscribed bland and foster, st. james’s. 
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861— A “Regulation” Sword. 

For an officer of the Coldstream Guards. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt. It has a knuckle-guard, quillons, 
and fixed shell on either side ; the pommel is faceted, the grip bound with gilt wire. 
The blade is 33^ in. long, and of flattened, diamond-shaped section. Tooled black 
leather scabbard, with a gilt ferrule and locket, the latter engraved in pricked letters with 
the names bland and foster, st. james’s. 

862— A u Regulation ” Staff-Officer’s Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late 18 th Century. The blade Spanish , and of 
the early part of the 1 yth Century. 

Sent to the Royal Lodge, Windsor Park, in 1823. 

The hilt, which is of the ordinary type, is of copper gilt, having the grip bound 
with copper wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened, oval section, grooved, and 
stamped with the name Francisco en Toledo and the running - wolf mark. It has a 
shoulder engraved with scrolls, showing traces of the original 17th century gilding. 
The scabbard is covered with brown leather over the gilt metal chape and ferrule. 

863— A u Regulation ” Sword. 

German workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

This sword belonged to Count Lindenau. The sword-knot belonging to it was 
given by the Prince Regent in 1807 to Mr. Aston. 

The hilt is of the staff-officer type, and fashioned of copper gilt, the grip being 
bound with copper wire. On one shell, at the side, is sewn on a small pad of buff leather, 
so as to protect the uniform. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged and grooved, etched 
and gilt with scroll-work at the hilt, and bearing the name of lindenau. The scabbard 
is of brown leather, with a gilt ferrule and locket. There is also the black leather 
“ frog ” hanger and black silk belt. 

864— A Dress Infantry Sword. 

English workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, which is of copper gilt, is a slight variation from the Coldstream Guards 
sword of the period, the pommel being shaped as a four-sided vase, heart-shaped 
shell, and two drooping quillons, finishing in a rosette. In places it is chased with 
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formal groups of leaves, iron-wire-bound grip. The blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened 
diamond-shaped section, etched, and gilt at the hilt. Black tooled leather scabbard with 
a gilt locket and ferrule mount, the former inscribed, in pricked letters, bland and 
foster, st. james’s ; it has a ring for suspension. 

865—An Infantry Sword. 

German (Hanoverian), early 19 th Century. 

Taken from the Royal Wardrobe to Carlton House in 1822. 

The hilt is of copper gilt, and somewhat resembles the English Staff Officer’s sword 
of the last years of the 18th century, but it is heavier in construction, and above the 
pommel is the characteristic German seal - like finial; the grip bound with silver wire. 
The blade is 34^ in. long, stiff, and back-edged ; its surface watered in a mock 
Oriental manner; at the hilt, etched, gilt, and blued, is a snake, stars, etc. Black 
leather scabbard, with gilt ferrule and locket mount. 


866- A Flint-lock Pistol, to which is attached a Lantern. 

French (Paris) workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The stock is of walnut-wood, carved with cross-hatching, and with mounts of 
engraved steel. The barrel is 5I in. long, engraved and gilt at the breech with 
scroll-work, and with a hollowed and gilt line of sight. It has a flint-lock on either 
side of the barrel, one alone being connected by a touch-hole to the barrel. On that 
lock-plate is engraved the name of the inventor of this pistol-lantern : regnier in v -' 
The lantern was contained in a brass drum-shaped case, screwed to the second lock- 
plate ; it was illuminated by a candle. 

867- A Snaphance-lock Gun, a Pair of Snaphance-lock Pistols, 

and a Hunting-sword. 

The whole set is apparently of Italian f Neapolitan) manufacture, produced within the 
first half of the 1 8 th century, though the name of franz bourgeois, of Vienna, 
pricked upon the locket of the sword sheath, woidd seem to contradict this; however , 
it was no doubt added when the set underwent thorough repair, probably by that 
workman, who wished his name to appear on so fine an example of the sword- 
smith's craft. 

This set, which is contained in a leather case, belonged to King Charles III. of 
Spain, and was formerly in the Armeria Reale of Madrid. It was presented 
to the Carlton House Collection in 1810 by the Marquis of Wellesley. 

(i.) A Snaphance Gun.— -The stock is of walnut-wood, inlaid with scroll-work 
and monsters’ heads in engraved silver and silver wire. Beneath the butt of the gun, 
also inlaid in silver wire, is the name of its maker, micheles battista. The heel-plate. 
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trigger-guard, and other mounts are of steel, chased in low relief with a form of 
Louis XV. scroll-work, and sporting trophies; the raised parts are gilt, upon a 
granulated and formerly blued ground. The barrel is 42-^ in. long, its surface entirely 
blued, enriched for 17 in. of its length with three bands, octagonal in section, chiselled 
and gilt in trellis work and scrolls, the distances between occupied with borderings of 
gold studs ; at the breech is stamped and plated with gold the monogram c. R. crowned, 
a shield bearing the inscription fab. di nap. and twelve fleur-de-lys. The foresight is of 
silver. The lock is on the snaphance flint-and-steel principle, finely chiselled with 
masks, trophies and scroll-work, upon a ground that is in places overlaid with gold, 
worked to a matted surface. It also bears the stamp fab. di nap., and inlaid with 
gold the name of its maker again repeated, Micheles battista. 

(ii.) A Pair of Snaphance-lock Pistols.— They in every way duplicate the 
decoration of the gun, but are in a finer state of preservation. Upon the thumb-plates, 
which are surmounted by a crown, is a pelican in her piety, feeding her young. 
The barrels are io^- in. long. The lock-plates are each signed m. battista. 

(iii.) A Hunting -SwoRD.~The steel hilt consists of a straight flat grip, widening 
towards the pommel, and short straight quillons, the ends curving in reverse directions; 
its whole surface finely chiselled with profile busts, trophies of game, scroll-work, and 
the repeated design of a pelican in her piety. All the groundwork is plated with 
gold, worked to a matted surface. There is a cap fitting over the locket of the scabbard. 
The blade is 21 in. long, partly flattened oval, partly octagonal, and partly of 
diamond-shaped section ; at the hilt it is engraved with scroll-work and plated with 
gold. Stamped f. r. di nap. on either side ; also, in pricked letters, herd, y isp. a. 
The scabbard is of wood, covered with white sole-skin, with a gilt and engraved ferrule 
and locket mount; the latter, around its lower edge, has pricked upon it the inscription 

FRANTZ BOURGEOIS IN WIENN. 

The oblong rectangular case in which this set is contained is of wood, in the inside 
lined with green velvet, enriched with silver lace, and on the outside covered with 
brown leather, elaborately tooled and gilt, with borders of cockle shells and strap work. 
In the centre of the cover is a shield of arms crowned, closely resembling those used by 
Francis I., King of Sicily (Janvier-Joseph). The case is strapped with copper gilt; it 
has a hinged handle at either end. 
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CASE N. 


874—A Cavalry Sword. 

Eng/ish workmanship , middle of the 18 th Century . 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler Jefferys. The pattern 
sword for an officer of Elliot’s Dragoons. 

It has a steel pommel fashioned as a lion’s head, and simple flat quillons, curving in 
reverse directions ; in the side of them is an opening for the sword-knot. The grip of 
wood covered with black fish-skin, and spirally bound with silver wire and ribbon. The 
blade is 34! in. long, with a strong back-edge ; stamped upon either side of it are the 
crowned initials G. R. and the word jefris. 


875-A Staff-Officer’s Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 ()th Century. 

Worn by King George IV. in 1829. 

It shows no variation from the usual staff-officer’s regulation hilt. The grip bound 
with silver wire ; the blade is 32^ in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped section, faintly 
etched with a bugle and crossed swords. The scabbard is covered with brown leather, and 
has a gilt ferrule and locket mount. 


876—A Staff-Officer’s Sword. 

Austrian workmanships early iqth Century . 

Given to the Carlton House Collection in 1819. 

The copper gilt hilt is a large variation of the English type, but somewhat more 
developed in its parts. The edge of the shell that would be next the wearer has an 
outside rim of steel ; the grip bound with copper wire. The blade is 34 in. long, back- 
edged, with hollowed faces ; on the back-edge it is stamped Fischer. The scabbard is of 
brown leather, with three copper gilt mounts and two rings for suspension. 
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877— A u Regulation ” Sword. 

English •workmanship , early 19M Century. 

The hilt is heavily proportioned and of copper gilt, the grip bound with silvered 
wire. The blade is 34 in. long, with a back-edge of almost circular section. The scabbard 
of brown leather with a metal gilt locket and ferrule mount, the former inscribed 
J. PROSSER, etc., LONDON. 

878— A Sword. 

English workmanship , late 1 8th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler. Bland, and sent to the 
Royal Lodge, Windsor Park, in 1827. In 1837 it was sent to Windsor Castle. 

The hilt is entirely cast in one piece and of copper gilt ; the pommel and grip take the 
form of a horse’s head and neck. The quillons, curving in opposite directions, finish in 
dogs’ heads and are of scroll design ; in the centre, cast and chased, is a suspended cartouche 
containing a profile classic bust. The blade is 39§ in. long, of flattened diamond-shaped 
section, faintly etched with scroll-work. The scabbard is of tooled black leather, with gilt 
ferrule and locket, the latter enchased with a trophy of arms and in pricked letters the name 
of bland, st. james’s. There is a ring for suspension. 


879—A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early 19 th Century. The blade , Persian, probably 
iyth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster, St. James’s Street. 

The hilt and three scabbard mounts are of steel, blued and gilt alternately in stripes ; the 
grip of ebony. The blade is 28k in. long and slightly curved ; its original damascened 
surface has now been cleaned away. The scabbard is of black tooled leather. Upon the 
locket of the scabbard is the name foster, st. james’s street, etc. It has two rings for 
suspension. 


880-A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, early 19 th Century. The blade, Persian, probably 
iyth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, with an oval panel drooping over the 
blade, engraved with the Prince of Wales’ feathers ; the grip covered with black fish- 
skin. The blade is 34 in. long. Tooled black leather scabbard, with two rings for 
suspension. 
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881—A Sabre. 

German workmanship, last years of the 1 8 th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, the former without decoration ; the 
grip covered with black fish-skin bound with copper wire. The blade is 29! in. long, 
curved, back-edged, grooved, and with hollowed faces ; it is etched at the hilt with a 
hussar, a trophy of arms, and the name f. f. runkel, solingen, fully gilt upon a blued 
ground. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts chased with 
scroll and shell-work. There are two rings for suspension. 


8 8 2-A Sabre. 

English ( Birmingham ) workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from Wooley & Co., sword- 
cutlers, Birmingham. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, partly faceted ; the grip of dark fish-skin. The blade is 
35^ in. long, back-edged, grooved, and hollowed on either face ; nearly its whole surface 
being etched with trophies, the Garter star and collar, Prince of Wales’ feathers, the Royal 
arms, and the figures of Britannia and Fame. Inscribed down its back-edge, his royal 
highness the prince of wales, and in a small ribbon at the hilt the name james 
wooley, Birmingham, all reserved in the burnished steel upon a dull grey ground. The 
scabbard is of burnished steel, with panels of tooled black leather. Is is etched in places 
with the Royal arms, etc. There are two rings for suspension. 


883—A Sabre. 

German workmanship , early igth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt, heavily proportioned and decorated 
with fluting and coarse engraving ; the grip of turned ebony. The blade is 32^ in. long, 
back-edged, except at the point, where it widens to a double edge ; the faces are hollowed, 
etched, and gilt, with a mock Oriental inscription ; also the sun, moon, and stars upon 
a ground that is painted black. Along the back-edge runs the inscription : pierre mumm, 
marchand d’armes blanches & A feu . A solingen. The scabbard is of wood covered 
with black leather, with three mounts and two rings for suspension. 


884—A Sword of Honour of the French Light Cavalry. 

French ( Versailles) workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection in 1816 by Sir George Wood. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt and of French Revolutionary fashion ; 
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upon the knuckle-bow is inscribed : manufacture a Versailles ; the grip covered with 
black leather bound with copper wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged, except 
at the point, where it slightly widens; etched, blued and gilt, also inscribed on its 
back-edge : klingenthal. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts 
and two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed le m tre de la guerre au c, 
hyacinthe mariany. 


8 8 5-A Sabre. 

German workmanship , early iqth Century, 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper, gilt, the grip covered with black leather. 
There is a hole in it through which passed the sword strap. The blade is 32! in. long, 
back-edged, its faces hollowed. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three 
mounts and two rings for suspension. 


8 8 6-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century, 

This sword was purchased from the sword-cutler, Foster, for the use of King 
George IV. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper, gilt, the quillons being fashioned 
like the “ fasces ” of the Roman lictors ; at the pommel and upon the mounts of the 
sheath are trophies of Roman arms. The grip covered with black sole-skin bound with 
silver wire. The blade is 33^ in. long, back-edged, its surface, by the use of acid, watered 
in a mock Oriental fashion ; it also bears a gilt inscription much rubbed. The scabbard 
is bound with black “ saghri” or asses’ skin, and has three mounts and two rings for 
suspension ; upon the locket is the inscription : foster, st. james’s street, sword-cutler 

TO HIS MAJESTY, &C. 


8 8 7--A Sabre. 

German workmanship , early 1 qth Century. 

This sabre was worn by the Prussian or Seaton Hussars. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper, gilt, decorated with chevron flutings ; the 
grip covered with black leather, bound with copper wire. The blade is 35^ in. long, 
back-edged, its faces hollowed, deeply etched and gilt at the hilt with a trophy of arms, 
a negro’s head, moon and stars. Tooled black leather scabbard, with three mounts and 
two rings for suspension. 
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8 8 8-A Sabre. 

German workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper, gilt; upon the former is applied in silver the 
star of an Order. The grip covered with black leather. The blade is 3if in. long, back- 
edged, its faces hollowed. The scabbard is of black glazed leather, with ferrule and locket 
mount. 


889—A Sabre. 

English workmanships early 19 th Century. 

This sword was bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland 
and Foster. 

The hilt is of burnished steel, and, like the scabbard mounts, decorated with chevron 
flutings; the grip of ebony carved with cross-hatching. The blade is 32^ in. long, 
back-edged, and watered to represent a Persian blade, also at the hilt inlaid with a 
mock Oriental inscription in gold. The scabbard is of wood, covered with black tooled 
leather, with a very deep ferrule and locket mounts, and two rings for suspension. 


890—A Sabre. 

English workmanships last years of the I 8 th Century. 

The grip and scabbard mounts are of silver, the former decorated with applied, 
faceted stars; the grip of ivory carved with cross hatching. The blade is 3if in. 
long, back-edged, its faces hollowed, and the surface watered in the Oriental manner. The 
scabbard is of tooled black leather, with three mounts incised with treble lines, and two 
rings for suspension. 


891-A Scimitar. 

The hilt of English workmanships early 1 gth Century. The blade Indian, ijth 
Century. 

This sword was purchased for the Royal Collection in 1805 from the sword-cutler, 
Prosser. 

The hilt of this scimitar is exactly copied from the familiar Persian “ shamsher ” or 
scimitar, having plain metal gilt quillons, diminishing towards the ends, and a buckhorn 
pistol-shaped grip, secured in position by gilt quatrefoil-headed rivets. The blade is 
32 in. long, back-edged, and widening somewhat towards the point; it is grooved, and at 
intervals doubly grooved, the surface watered ; the scabbard is covered with ass’s skin, with 
three deep metal gilt mounts and two rings for suspension. 
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892-A Sabre. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

This sword was purchased for the Royal Collection from the swordsmith Foster, 
and is fashioned on the general lines of the regulation weapon of the Prussian 
or Seaton Hussars; it was adopted to be worn with the uniform of the 
10th Light Dragoons. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper, gilt, having in the centre of the quillons a 
cast and chased representation of the Medusa head. Other parts of the hilt are decorated 
with beaded mouldings, the grip covered with fish-skin bound with copper wire. The 
blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged, except at the point, where it widens to a double edge. 
The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts decorated with 
chevron bands, and two rings for suspension. On the locket is engraved the name, 

FOSTER, LONDON. 


8 93-A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, last years of the 18 th Century. The blade 
Persian, early ijth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of silver, the former of the regulation type, but 
cast and finely chased in panels with trophies of arms, the surface upon which they are 
disposed being worked to a matted ground. The grip covered with black fish-skin, 
bound with silver wire. The blade is 31^ in. long, back-edged, chiselled and gilt, with 
a mirror-shaped panel inlaid with an inscription in silver from the Koran. The scabbard 
is covered with black leather, the three silver mounts embossed and chased with like military 
trophies to the hilt; on the locket is the inscription foster, sword-cutler to his majesty, 
st. james’s street. 


894-A Sabre or Scimitar. 

English workmanship , frst years of the 19 //; Century. The blade Persian, late \yth 
Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are steel, alternately gilt and blued ; the grip of ebony, 
carved with cross-hatching and spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 33^ in. 
long and back-edged, inlaid in gold, with a small panel containing a sentence from the 
Koran. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts and two rings 
for suspension. The locket is inscribed bland and foster, st. james’s. 
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895— A Sabre. 

English workmanships early igth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. It was copied 

from the sabre used by the Prussian or Seaton Hussars. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, decorated with chevron flutings; 
cast upon the centre of the quillons is the crowned monogram g. r. ; the grip covered 
with black fish-skin, bound with copper wire. The blade is 33 in. long, back-edged, 
the faces hollowed, its entire surface watered in a mock Oriental manner, and further 
enriched by a sham Oriental inscription inlaid in gold. The scabbard is covered with 
black leather, with two deep mounts and rings for suspension. The locket, inscribed 
foster, etc., etc., st. james’s street. 

896— A Sabre. 

English workmanships early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, the former decorated with a row of 

beading on the outside of the knuckle-guard ; the grip covered with black leather. In 

it is a hole through which passed the sword-knot. The blade is 31^ in. long and if in. 
wide, graduating to a back-edge, its surface etched with a mock Oriental inscription. 
The scabbard is covered with black leather, the three mounts embossed and chased with 
fluting, radiating from the two suspension rings. 

897— A Sabre. 

French workmanship, last years of the 18 th Century. 

This sword was presented to the Royal Collection by Baron Een in 1803. It is 
the same pattern as that worn by the officers of the French National Guard. 

The hilt is of metal gilt, with a curious fig-shaped pommel; the knuckle-guard is ot 
broken outline, and with a single drooping quillon, finishing in a fluted knob. There 
are small chased panels of laurel leaves upon a matted groundwork ; the grip of ebony, 
carved with cross-hatching. The blade is 3if in. long, slender and back-edged, the faces 
hollowed; its entire surface coarsely etched with figures and trophies upon a watered 
groundwork executed in bluing and gilding. The scabbard is of steel, with a gilt 
ferrule, locket, and two suspension ring-mounts. 

89 8-A Sabre. 

English workmanship, early igth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. It was made to 
be worn with the uniform of the 10th Light Dragoons. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt. The former has the lion-scalp pommel, 
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beading down the knuckle-guard, and ball-and-claw finial to the quillon. In the middle 
of the quillons is the crowned monogram g. r., and on the reverse side the letters x. L. d. ; 
the grip covered with fish-skin, bound with copper wire. The blade is 33 in. long, 
back-edged except at the point, where it widens to a double edge ; its surface is watered 
in a mock Oriental manner, and further decorated with sham Oriental inscriptions, gilt. 
The scabbard is covered with black leather, with a deep locket and very deep ferrule- 
mount ; also two rings for suspension. Upon the locket is the inscription foster, etc., 
etc., st. james’s street. 


899—A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship, last years of the 1 %th Century. The blade 
Persian, early 18/// Century. 

The hilt and massive scabbard mounts are of metal silvered, and save for double 
incised lines, are free from decoration; the grip covered with fish-skin bound with copper 
wire. The blade is 35 in. long, back-edged, and though of Persian workmanship has 
been ground in England to its present slightly hollowed faces and double edge, towards the 
point; at the hilt are traces of two panels of Arabesque ornaments, formerly executed 
in gold “ Koft-gari ” damascening. The scabbard is covered with “ saghrif or asses’ 
skin ; it has three mounts and two rings for suspension. 


900-A Short Cutlass or Hanger. 

English workmanship , early 19//; Century. 

This would appear to be a military weapon, though of very small proportions. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of plain faceted steel, the grip of ebony bound 
with copper wire. The blade is 25^ in. long, its faces hollowed, a single groove running 
near its back edge. At the hilt it is etched and gilt, with the crowned monogram 
G. R. hi., and the Royal arms ; these are upon a brilliantly blued ground. The scabbard 
is covered with black leather, with three mounts and two rings for suspension. 


901—A Sabre. 

English workmanship, first half of the 19 th Century. 

This was worn by Sir Harry Smith at the battles of Maharajpore, Ferozeshah, 
Moodkee, Aliwal, and Sobraon. 

It is a regulation “General’s” sabre of the middle of the 19th century, with a pistol¬ 
shaped grip overlaid with plaques of ivory, cast metal gilt quillons and brass scabbard, 
with two rings for suspension. The blade is 32^ in. long, slender, with a back-edge 
of almost circular section. 


268 


Windsor Collection. 


9 0 2—A Sabre. 

English workmanship , second quarter of the 19 th Century, 

This, like the preceding weapon, is a regulation “General’s” or “Field Marshal's” 
sabre, with a pistol-shaped grip overlaid with plaques of ivory, metal gilt quillons cast 
with cross batons and wreaths. The blade is 30-^ in. long, back-edged, with the monogram 
w. r. iv. crowned, reserved in the burnished steel upon a greyed ground. It also bears 
the name of its maker, prosser. The scabbard is of black leather, with three metal gilt 
mounts and two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed prosser, London. 


903—A Sword. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century. The blade Spanish , 
and dated on its back edge 1861. 

It was presented to the late Duke of Coburg in that year. 

The hilt was bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler Prosser in 1817. 
It was the regulation pattern hilt of the period for an officer of the Life Guards. It is of 
copper gilt, with a pommel formed as a lion’s head, the guard and shell shaped as an elaborate 
reversed cipher monogram, g. r. crowned. This is connected to the knuckle-bar by four 
smaller bars. The whole is well chased, the grip covered with black leather bound with 
copper wire. The blade is 36^ in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved, etched, gilt and 
greyed at the hilt. 


904—A Scimitar or “ Shamsher.” 

Persian , 1 8 th Century. 

The grip is of pistol form, with indentures for the fingers ; on either side are plaques 
of ivory. The quillons are straight and have oviform endings ; they are of silver gilt, 
engraved ; from one quillon to the pommel are attached three silver gilt chains. The 
blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged and slightly curved, inlaid at the hilt with a passage 
in gold from the Koran. The blade was added to the hilt in 1902. 


90 5“A Sabre. 

Polish workmanship , late 18 th Century. 

The hilt consists of a grip composed of two applied plaques of horn, somewhat of 
pistol form, carved with chevrons and attached to the tang of the blade by three 
hemispherically-headed rivets. Short straight metal gilt quillons, roughly chased with 
ornaments. The blade is 29 in. long, back-edged, hollowed on either face and grooved. 
The scabbard is covered with black “ saghri ,” with three deep metal gilt mounts chased 
with scroll-work ; there are two rings for suspension. 
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906—A Sabre. 

Prussian work, late 18 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection in 1792. This was the regulation sword for 
the frock dress of the Prussian Hussars. 

The grip is entirely of ebony, and widening to its trefoil-shaped pommel ; it is secured 
to the tang of the blade by two rivets. The metal gilt quillons are straight, with an 
arrangement of scroll-work in the centre, drooping over the blade. The blade is 33 in. 
long, back-edged and with hollowed faces, etched and gilt with a Turk’s head and trophies 
at the hilt upon a blued ground. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three 
mounts of metal gilt, embossed and chased with scroll-work, and with two rings for 
suspension. 

9 07—A Sabre. 

Of a Prussian pattern but of English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

Purchased for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. 

The grip and pommel are in one piece and overlaid on either side with plaques of ivory 
secured by two rosette-headed rivets ; in the pommel is a hole through which passed 
the sword-knot. The quillons and the scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, the former 
of Oriental fashion, ending in knots of square-shaped section and embossed and chased 
in the centre with trophies of arms. The blade is 314 in. long and back-edged, its whole 
surface being watered in a mock Oriental fashion, and furthermore enriched by a sham 
Oriental inscription inlaid in gold. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with 
three mounts and two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed foster, &c., &c., 
st. james’s street. 

908— A Short Sabre or Hanger. 

English workmanship , late l?>th Century. The blade is German, and of late ijth 
Century make. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of silver, but without hall-mark of any description. 
The pommel is formed as a horse’s head ; the quillon guard flat, with the ends curving 
in reverse directions ; on either side of the grip are attached plaques of agate. The blade 
is 26f in. long, back-edged and doubly grooved, with a slight shoulder, and the letters 
1. p. c. many times repeated. The scabbard is of tooled black leather, with three mounts 
and two rings for suspension. 

909- A Sabre. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , second quarter of the 19 th Century. The blade 
Indian , of 1 Sth Century date , imitating a European blade of the 1 yth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt, and as seen on the naval sword of to-day ; 

270 


Windsor Collection. 


the grip covered with shark’s palate, bound with copper wire. On one side is applied 
a plaque cast with the letter a. The blade is 28^ in. long, if in. wide, and back-edged 
except towards the point, where it widens to a double edge. It has a ricasso or shoulder 
and two shallow grooves. On one side it is stamped with an inscription that might read 
ferara. The scabbard is of black leather, with two mounts ; the locket inscribed 

PROSSER, MAKER TO THE KING AND H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND. 


91 o—A Sabre. 

The hilt of English workmanship , second quarter of the 1 gth Century. The blade 
taken from an Indian tulwar, and of 1 jth Century workmanship. 

This sabre was the naval sword used by King William IV. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of copper gilt, and of the pattern of the last 
described; the grip covered with shark’s palate, bound with copper wire. The blade 
is 27 in. long, if in. wide at the hilt ; it is back-edged, grooved, hollowed, and 
damascened in “ Koft-gari ” gold with inscriptions from the Koran, also with Arabesque 
ornaments. It widens to a double edge at the point. The scabbard is covered with 
black leather, with two mounts, the locket inscribed prosser, &c., London. 


911—A Locket and Ferrule Mounts from a Sabre. 

English workmanship , early U)th Cejitury. 

They are of silver gilt; the locket is engraved with the Royal arms, the Garter star, and 
the inscription : gratefully presented to h.r.h. the duke of clarence by capt. a. a. 
vincent, r.n. Attached to it is a ring for suspension, and a steel catch to retain the sword 
in position. The deep ferrule mount is engraved with the star of the Order of the 
Thistle, the stern of a line-of-battle ship, and the figures of Neptune and Hope, also a 
trophy of arms introducing the Union Jack. 
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CASE O. 


18— A Cutlass. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , late i 8 th Century. The blade Indian, and of the 
latter part of the ijth Century. 

The hilt is of silver, simply constructed, and bearing the London hall-mark for the 
year 1784 and the maker’s mark r. m. At the end and centre of the quillon, upon 
the back of the grip and in the centre of the knuckle-guard, are oval concave panels, 
with milled edges. The grip of ivory, spirally carved. The blade is 25 in. long, and 
if in. wide, back-edged except towards the point, where it widens to a double edge. 
It is curiously grooved at given intervals,! and in places damascened in “ Koft Gari ” 
work with passages from the Koran. 

19— A “ Regulation ” Infantry Sword. 

German workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt, the former regulated to the usual 
German infantry hilt, with the seal-like finial to the pommel ; the grip bound with 
silver wire. The blade is 35^- in. long, back-edged, and with a hollowed face, its 

surface worn, and brightly burnished. The scabbard is of glazed black leather, with 

two mounts. 

20— A Cavalry Undress Sword. 

English workmanship, early 1 gth Century. 

The hilt is of the simplest construction, and fashioned of burnished steel, with a 
grip of turned ebony. The blade is 30^ in. long, slender, and grooved on either face. 
The scabbard is of black leather, with three steel mounts and two loops for suspension. 
The locket inscribed bland, st. james’s street. 

21— A Cavalry Undress Sword. 

English workmanship , early I gth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Bland. 

It, in all respects, is similar to the sword described (No. 920), except that upon the 
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blade are etched the Royal arms. The blade is 33 in. long. The scabbard is of black 
tooled leather, with a steel ferrule and locket; the latter has a ring for suspension, 
and is engraved with the name of bland, st. James’s. 


922—A Cavalry Undress Sword. 

English workmanship , early 1 gth Century. 

It is similar to the last described, but of somewhat finer workmanship. The blade 
is 32^ in. long, etched, gilt, and blued with trophies of arms, etc. The scabbard is 
covered with tooled black leather, with three steel mounts, and two rings for 
suspension. The locket is inscribed bland, st. james’s street. 

9 2 3-A Sabre. 

French workmanship , last years of the 1 8 th Century. 

This sword was purchased in Hanover on the occasion of the visit of King 
George IV. in 1821. It is of the same pattern as worn by the officers of 
the French National Guard. 

The metal gilt hilt and scabbard mounts almost exactly duplicate those on the sword 
No. 897, but the panels of ornaments vary a little in their composition. The blade 
is 33 in. long, back-edged and grooved on either face, also etched, blued, and gilt at 
the hilt. 


924— A Scimitar. 

The hilt is of English workmanship , early 1 gth Century; the blade Persian, probably 
\yth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. 

The hilt, which is fashioned on the lines of the Persian “ shamsher ,” has a pistol 
grip of ebony and cross-guard or quillons of steel, engraved in the centre with a 
trophy of various arms. The blade is 29! in. long, back-edged, and strongly curved. 
The scabbard is of black tooled leather, with three steel mounts, and two rings for 
suspension. The locket is inscribed foster, etc. 

925- A Sabre. 

The hilt and mounts are of English workmanship, first years of the 1 gth Century. 
The blade is German. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers, Bland and Foster. 

The hilt, which no doubt was intended for presentation purposes, is in some respects 
a combination of the regulation Light Cavalry hilt and that seen upon the Polish scimitars 
of the 18th century. It is entirely fashioned of copper, inclusive of the grip, which is 
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hollow and pierced, showing black velvet beneath. The details of the ornamentation 
include trophies of arms, and bands of conventional foliage. The blade is 32 in. long, 
back-edged, with hollowed faces etched and gilt with trophies and scroll-work upon a 
blued ground. On its back-edge it is inscribed 1. w. m. a solingen. The scabbard is 
covered with black “ saghri with the mounts of metal gilt cast with radiating fluting ; 
there are two rings for suspension. Upon the locket is inscribed the names of bland 
AND FOSTER, ST. JAMEs’s STREET. 


926— A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early igth Century. The blade German , and dated 1798. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Foster. It is a sabre very 
similar to that worn with the uniform of the 10th Light Dragoon Guards. 

The hilt and scabbard mounts are of metal gilt, the former simply decorated with cast 
beaded mouldings. The grip covered with black fish-skin, bound with copper wire. The 
blade is 32! in. long, back-edged and hollowed on either face, thinly etched with floral 
work and the inscription real german manufactured, for my king and country ; 
and in a small cramped hand the words, no doubt having reference to the name of the 
etcher of the blade : c. goodwin, 1798. The scabbard is of tooled black leather, with 
three mounts and two rings for suspension. Upon the locket is engraved the name 
foster, etc.. 

927— A Sabre. 

French workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century . 

This sword was presented to the Prince Regent (King George IV.) when at 
Brighton by General Nareshkine. It was worn by an officer of the French 
National Guard. 

The form of the hilt and scabbard-mounts almost duplicates those of two swords, 
Nos. 897 and 923 ; they vary a little in decoration, having cast and chased heads, 
honeysuckle ornaments and shells. The blade is 33^ in. long, back-edged, its faces 
hollowed, etched and gilt, with Turks’ heads and crescents. The scabbard is of steel 
blued, with three mounts and two rings for suspension. 


928—A Presentation Sabre. 

French ( Versailles ) workmanships first years of the igth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Mr. Brandt in 1817. This sabre 
was presented to General Junon, when Governor of Paris, by Les Maitres 
d'Espadron as “ A testimony of the high opinion they entertained of the 
courage he had displayed in every combat in which he had been engaged.” 

The hilt, which consists of a knuckle-bow, single quillon, and flat, cap-like pommel, 

274 


Windsor Collection. 


is steel, brilliantly blued, engraved and plated with classic acanthus leaves and honey¬ 
suckle ornaments in gold. Also applied to it, in cast and chased ormolu, is the seated 
figure of Jupiter holding the fulmen and sceptre; running down the knuckle-bow is a 
conventional wreath of laurel leaves, also applied in ormolu. The grip of polished horn, 
spirally bound with silver-gilt wire. The blade is 32! in. long, back-edged except 
towards the point, where it widens to a serrated back ; the remainder of the back- 
edge is of almost circular section. There is a wide, flat channel running down either 
side. Nearly its entire surface is etched with various ornamentations, gilt upon a 
granulated ground that is blued. The scabbard of steel, blued, with three mounts of 
ormolu, cast and chased with designs duplicating those upon the hilt ; there are two rings 
for suspension. At the mouth of the scabbard is engraved the inscription : manuf'”' b 
IMP LE - A VERSAILLES. BOUTET, 296. 


)—A Sabre. 

Prussian workmanships first years of the 19 th Century. 

This sword was presented to the Prince Regent (King George IV.) by Field- 
Marshal Prince Blucher in 1814, “As a humble testimony of his unfeigned 
veneration and devotion.” It was worn by the Field Marshal during the 
whole of his campaigns of 1813 and 1814 against the French. 

It is somewhat heavily proportioned, with a hilt and scabbard-mounts of ormolu, cast and 
chased. The pommel is fashioned as a crested helmet ; continuous acanthus leaves run 
down the knuckle-bar, whilst the quillon finishes in a dog’s head. The grip of wood, 
covered with black leather, and spirally twisted with silver wire and silver-gilt ribbon. 
The blade is 32! in. long, with a flattened back-edge ; it is etched in three groups with 
roses, poppies, lilies of the valley and other flowers, fully gilt. There are three deep 
scabbard-mounts, embossed and chased with trophies of various arms ; these are upon 
a ground that is worked to a matted surface. Attached are two rings for suspension. The 
three mounts are joined by metal gilt leaf-pattern edges, showing between a covering of 
black fish-skin. 


o-A Scimitar. 

The mounting is of English workmanship , first years of the 19 th Century. The blade 
Persian, probably late 1 7th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Prosser in 1801. 

In form it is almost entirely copied from the Persian “ Shamsher ,” having a pistol-shaped 
grip of agate, with a cap of ormolu and short straight quillons of the same, joined by a 
double chain. The decoration of the hilt and the three scabbard-mounts consists in applied 
scroll-work upon a ground that is chased with a diaper design. The blade is 3if in. long, 
strongly curved and back-edged. The scabbard is covered with “ saghrif and with three 
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deep mounts and two rings for suspension ; the heel of the ferrule, of steel. Engraved 
upon the locket is the inscription : prosser . 1801 . of charing cross. 


931—A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from Prosser, the sword-smith, in 1811. 

It is in part copied from the regulation weapon of the Prussian or Seaton Hussars. The 
hilt and scabbard-mounts are of copper gilt, decorated with chevron bands and applied circles. 
Upon the quillons is the monogram g, p. r. The grip covered with fish-skin, spirally 
bound with wire. The blade is 33 in. long, finishing in a back-edge of almost circular 
section ; the scabbard is of polished sole-skin, with three deep mounts and two rings for 
suspension. 


932—A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Prosser. 

The hilt and elaborate scabbard are of copper gilt ; the former has a lion’s-scalp pommel, 
with a fluted knuckle-guard and a gadroon-pattern drooping plate over the blade. The 
grip covered with brown leather, with three rosette-headed rivets showing on either side. 
The blade is 3if in. long, back-edged, and of Persian fashion ; the scabbard has two 
oblong piercings on either side, showing green shagreen beneath ; around the borders are 
applied elaborate scrolls in brass. There are two rings for suspension. At the mouth¬ 
piece, in a circular ribbon, it is engraved : prosser, charing cross, London. 


933—A Sabre. 

German workmanships first years of the 19 th Century . 

This was worn by an officer of the Uhlans. 

The heavy sabre seems to possess but small advantage as a weapon, for besides being 
clumsy and unattractive in general form, it is ill-balanced and greatly over-bladed. The 
hilt and two deep scabbard-mounts are of metal gilt, the latter roughly engraved with oval 
panels of military trophies. The grip covered with black leather. The blade is 34^ in. 
long, etched, blued, and gilt at the hilt with a mock Oriental inscription, a crescent, etc. ; 
the external portions of the scabbard are covered with black leather. There are two rings 
for suspension. 
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934—A Sabre. 

The hilt of English workmanship , early u)th Century. The blade Persian, late iyth 
Century . 

The hilt is of burnished steel and of the regulation 10th Light Dragoon Guards pattern ; 
upon the pommel is engraved x, L. D., and upon the central portion of the quillons x. l. d. 
prince of Wales’s own ; on the reverse side are the Prince of Wales’ feathers ; the grip of 
ebony, carved with cross-hatching. The blade is 39-i in. long, back-edged, with traces of an 
arabesque ornamentation in gold Koft-gari work. With it is placed a metal gilt scabbard, 
showing panels of black shark’s-skin, engraved at the mouth, prosser, charing cross, 

LONDON. 


935—A Sabre. 

English workmanship, last years of the 1 %th Century. 

It was bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Prosser, who copied 
it from a sabre in the possession of Baron Hompesch, whose sabre in turn was 
copied from that worn by the famous John Sobieski, King of Poland. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of silver gilt, bearing the London hall-mark for 1797 
and the maker’s mark M. g. Almost all the exposed surfaces are enriched with a quasi- 
oriental design of flowers and miniature scroll-work executed en plein in dark blue translucent 
enamel. The pommel is formed of a flat kite-shaped disc fitting the top of the grip. 
The quillons are straight and of oblong section, lessening towards the ends, whilst two 
bars droop over the blade and continue up the grip; the latter is bound with gold wire. 
The blade is 32 in. long, back-edged except towards the point, where it widens to a double 
edge; its whole surface is watered in a mock Oriental manner; at the hilt are reserved 
and gilt meaningless Oriental inscriptions. The scabbard is covered with black leather, 
with three mounts of similar description to the hilt, and two rings for suspension. 


936—A Sabre. 

The mounts of English workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. The blade 
German. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of burnished steel ; the former somewhat unusual in 
shape, having a pommel projecting at right angles, and meeting the almost rectangular 
knuckle-guard. There is a straight quillon, with a faceted end. The grip covered with 
black leather bound spirally with silver wire. The blade is 34 in. long, back-edged, with 
hollowed faces, etched and gilt at the hilt with the crowned monogram g. r. ; on the 
back-edge is the name j. j. runkel, solingen. The scabbard is of black leather, with two 
deep mounts and rings for suspension. 
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937— A Sabre. 

English ‘workmanship , early lqth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Prosser. 

The pommel is of metal gilt and fashioned as a lion’s scalp ; the knuckle-guard of 
steel, blued, and partly gilt, rectangular and of diamond-shaped section, finishing in a 
straight quillon ; there are deep plates overlapping the blade, finishing above in a crescent 
form, and below in an acanthus leaf applied in brass ; the grip covered with black leather 
bound with gilt wire. The blade is 23^ in. long, back-edged, except towards the point, 
where it widens to a double edge ; it is doubly grooved. There are traces of a design 
near the hilt, but it is much rubbed. The scabbard is of steel, blued and gilt, inlaid with 
two panels of black leather ; there are two rings for suspension. At the mouthpiece is 
engraved the name j. prosser, etc., London. 

938— A Scimitar. 

The mounts of English workmanships first years of the 19 th Century. The blade 
Persian, probably 17th Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, S. Brunn. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of metal gilt. The former simply consists of straight 
quillons and knuckle-guard ; these are each fashioned as bundles of rods bound with ribbons. 
The grip of ebony, with a pommel cap and back formed as a lion’s scalp and skin. 
The blade is 29 in. long and back-edged; the scabbard is covered with polished black sole- 
skin ; the three mounts are in character with the hilt. There are two rings for suspension. 
Upon the locket is the inscription s. brunn, sword-cutler to his royal highness the 

PRINCE OF WALES, NO. 55, CHARING CROSS, LONDON. 

9 3 9-A Sabre. 

English workmanship, early iqth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of copper gilt ; the hilt presents no variation from the 
simple sabre type, except that the grip is also of metal, pierced and showing red velvet 
beneath. Portions of the hilt are fluted, as are also the scabbard mounts ; they are engraved 
with trophies of arms introducing the Union Jack, etc. The blade is 32 in. long, back- 
edged, and with hollowed faces, roughly etched at the hilt with the Royal arms ; the 
scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts and two rings for suspension. 

940-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , late 18 th or early 19 th Century. 

It was bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutlers. Bland and Foster. 

The hilt is closely copied in form from the Turkish or Circassian scimitar, the pommel 
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turning from a pistol-grip form to a flattened finial ; the quillons are short and straight, 
and finish in fluted oviform lobes. The whole of the hilt, inclusive of the grip, is of 
metal gilt, engraved with Oriental floral designs; the grip pierced in two oblong panels 
with scroll-work, between which are applied twisted laurel leaves. There was a chain 
sword-knot (now missing) from one quillon to the pommel. The blade is 32^ in. long, 
back-edged, watered in a mock Oriental manner, and inlaid with a sham Oriental inscription 
in gold. The scabbard is covered with tooled black leather, with three metal-gilt mounts 
engraved with trophies ; there are two rings for suspension, and upon the locket is the 
inscription bland and foster, st. james’s. [See Plate 39. 


i ~A Presentation Sabre. 

German workmanships first quarter of the ityth Century. 

Presented to King George 111 . by the King of Prussia on September 16th, 1814. 

On a casual glance at this really elaborate presentation sabre, the name of the famous 
Boutet, of Versailles, would suggest itself as a possible maker; indeed, the make and 
enrichment of the scabbard are worthy of him, but he would not have passed the clumsy, 
ill-constructed hilt, neither would he have allowed such an indifferent blade to have been 
mounted in a sabre that would necessarily be very costly, and therefore deserving of his 
best work. The condition of the sabre is admirable, for it has never been worn, and 
is not in any part rubbed ; neither has the gilding been injured. 

Both the hilt and scabbard of this sword are of copper gilt or ormolu. The pommel 
is shaped as an eagle’s head, holding in its beak the top of the knuckle-guard, which is 
formed as a coiled snake ; the quillons each take the form of an eagle’s leg, terminating 
in the claw, one turned downwards and holding a ball, the other upwards, grasping the 
other end of the snake knuckle-bar. From these spring a central block, that is cast and 
chased in high relief with a bearded and helmeted full-face head, intended to represent 
Mars. On either side of the grip are applied plaques of mother-o’-pearl. The blade is 
33^ in. long, back-edged, the back being of almost circular section; it is etched at the hilt 
with trophies of arms, gilt upon a blued ground that is granulated by acid ; the remainder 
of the blade is also watered in a mock Oriental manner. The scabbard has its outer face 
well and tastefully embossed and chased, with two oval panels containing trophies of Roman 
armour and arms, the remainder of the distance being occupied with conventional acanthus- 
leaves and branches of laurel. There are two rings for suspension, and a curious applied 
scroll-pattern ferrule. [See Plate 39. 

2—A Sabre. 

The hilt is probably Circassian , and of the latter part of the 18 th Century. The 
scabbard^ blades etc. are English, of the last years of the 1 Sth Century. 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler, Bland. 

The hilt, which is of silver “ parcel ” or partly gilt, represents the original type from 
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which the hilt of the sabre No. 940 was copied, having the same curious pommel and 
grip in one ; the latter pierced, and showing black velvet beneath. The short quillons finish 
in fluted lobes ; to one is riveted a hinge, by which a chain was fastened to the pommel. 
The whole hilt is engraved and punched with various ornaments, and, as already stated, 
partly gilt. The blade is 31^ in. long, back-edged except towards the point, where it 
widens to a double edge. At the hilt it is etched with a mock Oriental inscription. 
The scabbard is covered with black tooled leather, with three mounts of copper gilt, 
their exterior side being pierced with a characteristic late 18th century English scale 
ornamentation. There are two rings for suspension. The locket is inscribed in pricked 
letters bland, st. james’s. [ See Plate 39. 


943-A Sabre. 

French workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

Presented to King George III. by the Duke of Sussex on May 4th, 1809. 

The hilt and scabbard are of ormolu ; the formation of the hilt curious and characteristic 
of the Revolutionary type, and founded without doubt on one of the models of Boutet. The 
pommel is fashioned as a flattened hexagonal cap set upon the grip at a slight angle ; the 
knuckle-guard is exactly rectangular in form at the base, of baluster shape, and finishing 
above in a flat lyre-form ; the single quillon droops, and the block from which the quillons 
issue is engraved with a scale pattern. The grip of ivory, carved with cross-hatching. 
The blade is 33! in. long, slender, back-edged, and with a single groove running beside it; 
it is etched, blued, and gilt at the hilt. The scabbard is embossed and surface chased in the 
following manner: by either ring attachment are fan-like forms, between which is a 
trophy of Roman armour and arms, and further down, utilising the remainder of the 
distance, a vase in which are branches of oak, laurel, and palm. The groundwork of 
this design is engraved with a diaper pattern. [See Plate 39. 


944-A Sabre. 

Austrian workmanships frst years of the 19 th Century. 

The regulation sword of the Hungarian Noble Hussars. Presented to the Royal 
Collection, together with the uniform (long since destroyed) of the Regiment, 
by Lord Stewart in 1817. 

The hilt and all the mounts are of silver, decorated with various forms of radiating fluting; 
the grip covered with black leather ; in it is a hole through which passed the sword- 
knot. The blade is 31 in. long, back-edged, with hollowed faces, etched at the hilt with 
the Austrian Royal arms and the crowned monogram f. and i. The scabbard is covered 
with black fish-skin, with three mounts and edging of silver, also two rings for suspension. 
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945-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , first years of the 1 qth Century . 

Bought for the Royal Collection from the sword-cutler Foster. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of copper gilt, the former showing no variation from 
the ordinary sabre hilt, save that the quillons are slightly diagonally curved. The cap-like 
pommel to the grip is cast and chased with a trophy of arms ; the grip covered with black 
leather and bound with silver wire. The blade is 32 in. long, back-edged, its faces 
hollowed and entirely watered in a mock Oriental manner ; there is also a circular panel 
with a sham Oriental inscription, incrusted in silver. The scabbard is covered with black 
leather, with three mounts and edging of metal, and two rings for suspension. The mounts 
are coarsely engraved with scroll-work. 


946-A Sabre. 

French {Versailles) workmanship, early 1 qth Century. 

Presented to the Royal Collection by Mr. Stace, of Woolwich, in 1817. 

This is a duplicate sword to No. 884, and represents the French Sword of Merit. 
The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of copper, gilt ; engraved upon the knuckle-guard 
is the inscription manuf kb a Versailles, and upon the locket of the scabbard, le m rb 
de la guerre au c. ange mathieu corteggiany. The grip bound with black leather. 
The blade is 31^ in. long, back-edged, and hollowed on either face ; etched, blued, 
and gilt at the hilt, with the inscription pour le salut de la patrie. The scabbard 
is covered with black leather, with three mounts, and two rings for suspension. 


947-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 1 qth Century. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of copper gilt, the former decorated with channelling, 
the latter coarsely engraved with various trophies ; the grip covered with black fish- 
skin, bound with copper wire. The blade is 33§ in. long, with a strong back-edge, 
except towards the point, where it widens to a double edge ; it is strongly etched with 
mock Oriental devices. The scabbard is covered with black leather, with three mounts 
and edging, also two rings for suspension. 


948-A Sabre. 

Prussian workmanship , last years of the 18 th Century. 

This sword is almost a counterpart of No. 907. The grip and pommel are in one, 
and, like the Turkish yataghan, overlaid with plaques of ivory, secured in position by 
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two rosette-headed metal gilt rivets. The quillons and scabbard-mounts are of copper, 
gilt, embossed and chased with trophies and classic key-pattern friezes. All the 
decorations are in the then fashionable French Louis XVI. style. The blade is 30^ in. 
long, back-edged, etched, gilt, and blued at the hilt in a mock Oriental manner ; the 
scabbard is covered with “ saghri It has three mounts, and two rings for suspension. 


949-A Sabre. 

English workmanship , last years of the 1 Sth Century. 

The hilt is of the usual sabre form, but composed of a foundation of steel, to which 
are applied, in many cases a jour , cut steel beads. The pommel cap is of steel, 
chiselled as a lion’s scalp, the eyes being set with garnets. There is a loop at the top 
of the knuckle-guard for the sword-knot. The grip of dark wood, bound with steel 
wire. The blade is 32^ in. long, back-edged, each face hollowed, its whole surface 
watered in a mock Oriental fashion ; the scabbard is now missing. 


950-A Sabre. 

The hilt and blade are of English workmanship , last years of the 1 Sth or early 1 gth 
Century. The hilt has been enriched by damascened inscriptions added in India. 

The hilt is of brightened steel, and of exactly similar proportions to No. 918, having 
concave oval panels on the back of the grip, in the centre of the knuckle-guard, and 
at the end and centre of the quillons; these are damascened with inscriptions in 
Hindustani. The grip of ebony, carved with cross hatching. The blade is 31^ in. 
long, strongly curved and back-edged, etched and gilt at the hilt with various Oriental 
symbols upon a blued ground, the remainder of the distance watered in a mock Oriental 
manner. The scabbard is now missing. 


95 i-A Short Sabre. 

Prussian workmanship , last years of the I Sth Century. 

The hilt of this sword much resembles Nos. 907 and 948, but the grip is overlaid 
with plaques of mother-o’-pearl in place of ivory. The quillons are of ormolu, as are the 
scabbard-mounts ; they are all embossed and surface-chased with various trophies of arms, all 
framed in a Louis XVI. border of formal laurel leaves. The blade is in. long, and if in. 
wide at the hilt ; it is slightly curved, and strongly back-edged, except towards the point, 
where it widens to a double edge of in. The whole surface is cleverly and evenly watered 
in a mock Oriental manner. On its back edge it is etched and gilt with the name 
klingenthal. The blade must have been closely copied from one fitted to an Indian 
“tulwar.” The scabbard is covered with “ saghri” with four mounts, and two rings for 
suspension. 
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952-A Cutlass or Hanger. 

The hilt is Albanian , late 18 th Century. The grip and blade are German, early igth 
Century. 

The cap-like pommel and hollow drooping quillons are of silver, as are also the three 
scabbard-mounts; they are all roughly stamped with bands of line and annular ornaments. 
The grip of ebony, carved with cross-hatching, and spirally bound with silver ribbon. 
The blade is 2oj in. long, strongly back-edged, and roughly etched with the portrait bust 
of a Turk, also mock Oriental symbols. The scabbard is of black leather, with three 
mounts, and two rings for suspension. 


953-A Naval Sword. 

English workmanship , second quarter oj the 1 gth Century. 

This sword belonged to King William IV. 

The hilt and scabbard-mounts are of brass, cast, chased and lacquered ; the hilt is of 
the form in use to-day, with a lion’s-scalp pommel and wide guard, cast with a crown and 
anchor. The grip covered with shark’s palate. Attached is the original gold lace 
sword-knot. The blade is 30 in. long, almost straight, with a back-edge of circular 
section ; towards the point it widens to a double edge, the back-edge here forming the 
strong central ridge. It is etched with the Royal arms, a crown and anchor, and the 
name of the maker: prosser, maker to thf king and h.r.h. the lord high admiral. 
Black leather scabbard, with two mounts, the locket also bearing the name of prosser, &c. 


954—A Sabre. 

English workmanship , early 19 th Century. 

This sword is a slight variation, by the addition of a knuckle-guard, of the 
regulation frock dress sword of the Prussian Hussars. 

The grip is overlaid with plaques of ivory carved with chevrons, and secured by three 
hemispherically-headed rivets. The quillons and knuckle-guard are of metal gilt; the shield¬ 
shaped block from which the quillon and knuckle bars issue, being cast and chased with the 
Prince of Wales’ feathers, and on the reverse side, a trophy of arms. The blade is 31 in. 
long, back-edged, with its faces hollowed. 
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955-A Sabre Scabbard. 

English workmanship , early 1 qth Century . 

It is of black leather, mounted with a deep ferrule and locket, also two suspension rings 
of ormolu, incised with lines and chased with small mouldings. Upon the locket is 
the inscription : s. brunn, sword-cutler to his royal highness the prince of wales, 
55, charing cross. It still retains the dark-blue silk waist-cord. 


THE END. 
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